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Repeat Prescriptions
Did you know we can sign up to  

re-order on the internet?
It really works.

Ask the surgery for details.

OBITUARY
With sadness, we announce the death of  

WILLIAM VAN DER BYL 
of 2, Heath Common,  

where he had lived for 31 years.  
We extend our condolences  

to his wife and family. 

Want to book 

the Village Hall?   
Go to:- 

booking@memburyvh.org.uk
and just do it!

or phone: 01404 881395

POSTAL COPIES
You too could have a copy sent to a friend 

for just £10.00 per calendar year - and 
that includes the purchase price of £1.20 for 
the magazine.
An interesting gift!
For details, please contact us on our new 

email: memburymercury@hotmail.com

ACROSS: 1) Fault, 4) Kick-off, 8) Insurer, 9) Movie, 10) Hate, 11) Keyboard, 13) Bump, 14) Acre, 
16) Fabulous, 17) Yeti, 20) Nasty, 21) Stimuli, 22) Yew tree, 23) Stern.
DOWN: 1) Flight of fancy, 2) Upset, 3) Term, 4) Kernel, 5) Comeback, 6) Obviate, 7) Field of vision, 
12) Employer, 13) Baby sow, 15) Pursue, 18) Elude, 19) Miss.

OBITUARY      
We were very sorry to hear of the passing of 

VERA LITTLE, 
of Yarty Farm. Sandra and Julie were with her 

when she died  at home at the beginning of 
August. A private funeral is planned.  

Our thoughts are with the family. 

Enquiries to our new email: memburymercury@hotmail.com
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ACCESS CODE FOR THE DEFIBRILLATOR 
IS 1234.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY:
ALWAYS DIAL 999 FIRST THEN ACCESS 

DEFIBRILLATOR, AS INSTRUCTED.

ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH
 Regular monthly services

1st  Sunday 11.00am     Parish Communion
2nd Sunday 11.00am     Morning Prayer
3rd Sunday 11.00am    Parish Communion
4th Sunday 11.00am     Informal Service
5th Sunday 10.30am     Team Service 
See Diary of Events for seasonal services/other events

CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS:

A working party of willing and able-bodied 
volunteers is needed to clear the store-room ready 

for refurbishment on Sunday, September 10th at 
10.00am. The more, the merrier – and quicker!

SUB EDITOR &  
FRONT COVER
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DIARY OF EVENTS Editorial

∆ = Bring your own drink!

LM* = Like Minds?       

VH = Village Hall

S4YH = Sing For Your Health

Bob & Judy Shrimpton to Heath Common

Steve and Holly 
with children, Isabella and Callum 

and dogs, Rosie and Bruno to
TETHERS’ END

SEPTEMBER
1st VH: S4YH 6.00pm
6th School: Autumn term commences
7th Like Minds
8th VH: S4YH 6.00pm
10th VH Clearing
11th VH work on VH store-room commences
12th VH: Film: Viceroy’s House 7.00 for 7.30 MM
13th Sara’s walk
15th VH: S4YH 6.00pm
16th Tatworth Church: Raucous Chorus Concert 
7.00pm
30th Wambrook Church: Raucous Chorus Concert

OCTOBER
5th Like Minds
8th Church: Harvest Festival Service 11am 
followed by VH: Harvest lunch
10th  VH: Parish Council   7.30
14th  History Society: Walk around Membury
17th VH: Film: Churchill 7.00 for 7.30 MM

NOVEMBER
2nd Like Minds
12th Church: Remembrance Service 10.55am
21st VH: Film: Their Finest 7.00 for 7.30  MM
28th VH: Parish Council 7.30

Summer – such as it was - is nearly over. True, we have had 
some blue skies and soaring temperatures - 44° in the school 
playground one day in June  - but this has been interspersed 
with a deal of rain, and while we’re promised bumper Autumn 
crops, unwanted garden growth has been phenomenal. Membury 
continues regardless. We’ve had a Big Breakfast, the opening of 
new equipment in the playing-field, a school Music Festival, a 
memorable History Society trip, and the annual Flower Show, 
to name but a few events, and at the time of writing, the 5th 
MerryMakers Boules championship is about to get under way in the 
Village Hall car park. All of these events are celebrated in reports 
and pictures later on in the magazine, of course, and we are very 
grateful to our local photographers for keeping us supplied with 
illustration. Frederick R. Barnard is quoted in a 1927 publication 
called “Printers’ Ink” as saying “One picture is worth ten thousand 
words”, (if he said anything else worth quoting, it isn’t recorded), 
and whether we agree or not, the maxim has certainly taken its 
place in the language! Anyway, we try to hit the right balance of 
words to inform you and pictures to please your eye.

Our centre pages features the School this time (Membury 
Primary Academy, to give it its proper title), and we are grateful to 
all those who contributed, whether in fresh articles or in “archive” 
material that has appeared before. Looking back through previous 
Mercuries is, indeed, not only fascinating, but an education in 
itself. Interesting to note (see the section of “Time was –“ based on 
extracts from the school log between 1914 and 1918) that, while 
a number of local men fought in the war, the school continued in 
its own world, with little reference to international events. That 
doesn’t happen now, and present pupils of Membury and other 
schools are well-informed of national and international events. 
Judy Martin’s report of the Music Festival demonstrates this, as 
she recounts that certain items were specifically dedicated to those 
who died in the Manchester bombing and in the horrific fire at 
Grenfell tower in London. While a great deal of time and effort is 
spent in safeguarding the children in our schools, they are aware of 
the wider world and its – sometimes frightening – implications.

This was the last public event that some of the pupils took part 
in, as they leave for the wider world of secondary school, and we 
wish Emily, Claire and Wiktor every success and happiness in 
the future. As well as goodbyes, we welcome some newcomers 
to the village, and wish them every happiness here. But while we 
are on the subject of welcomes, we must apologise to all residents 
of Chestnut View for inadvertently re-locating them to Chestnut 
Drive in the “welcomes” column in the last issue. Thank you to 
Sylvia Bishop for pointing out the error – we hope you’re all safely 
back!  

This time, we don’t have so many “items of interest” – 
information that is general rather than practical or official - though 
we do have the regular entry from Pluvius and the Autumn recipe, 
which, as usual, sounds delicious! Perhaps all our correspondents 
are busy gathering information for the next issue! Certainly, while 
we regret that we don’t have a tree warden at present, we look 
forward to Roger Clemens’ new series on art and nature, due to 
begin in the winter issue. We’ve also heard a whisper that there 
might be a new contribution from the farming community, which 
we would be very glad to see. Watch this space!   
               cont. page 2
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WELCOME TO 
MEMBURY
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Editorial cont. 

continued from Page 1

A QUICK REMINDER OF WHAT 
WE OFFER:

* FRESHLY - Baked Pasties and Croissants

* Local Ham and Free-Range Eggs

* Local Fruit and Vegetables

* Local Cheeses and Bread

We are fully licensed to sell alcohol for 
consumption on or off  the premises

We are Dry-Cleaning and Laundry Agents

We have Banking facilities for most Banks

We offer meals on Friday evenings - 
booking essential

If  there is some item of  grocery you use regularly 

that we don’t stock, tell us, and we’ll get it in for you.

2

The winter issue of the Mercury is naturally the one which 
encloses the Charity Christmas card, and details of how to be 
a part of the scheme appear at the end of this column. The card 
is sponsored by the Membury MerryMakers (who support a 
number of village institutions, including this paper, so please 
support them!) and the charity to benefit this year will be the 
British Heart Foundation, an organisation very much at the 
forefront of village thoughts, with the recent installation of a 
defibrillator and over-subscribed training courses on how to 
use it (see report on p 8). We look forward to receiving your 
contributions, both fiscal and literary, and as Membury warms 
up to its numerous winter activities, wish you all a good and 
fruitful Autumn – Christmas will soon be here!     

REGULAR DIARY
ARTS & CRAFTS.........Hall ........Thursday  2.00pm
BADMINTON ...........Hall .........Thursday  6.45pm
CHURCH SERVICES..... SEE NOTICE BOARD
LIKE MINDS ..Our homes ...First Thurs. in month
MOBILE LIBRARY ..opps PO..alt Friday 1.30pm
SHORT MAT BOWLS ...... Hall ..... Wed.  7.00pm
SING FOR YOUR HEALTH ..... Hall .....Friday  6.00pm

SEND YOUR NEWS & VIEWS TO US AT:

memburymercury@hotmail.com

AUTUMN 2017

Charity  
Christmas Card
It always seems slightly 

ridiculous to be writing of Christmas 
in the middle of August, when the 
Autumn Mercury goes to press; but 

as there is only one more issue of the 
Mercury between now and Christmas, 
we need to bring the Charity Card to 
your attention now. For newcomers to 
the Village (and established residents 
who need reminding): rather than 

sending multiple robins and silver bells 
around the lanes of Membury, we offer  
greetings to friends and neighbours 
by means of a community Christmas 
card, each making a donation to a 

given charity, which this year will be 
the British Heart Foundation. The front 

cover will be designed by Sarah Clemens, 
and we look forward to printing your 
greetings inside. They can come in 

prose or verse, serious or humourous, 
but totalling no more than 50 words, 
for which we ask a donation of £5.00 
or more. Donations may be left in the 
PO, in a named envelope, along with a 
paper copy of your greeting, though, if 
you prefer, you may send this by e-mail 
to the Mercury address. The finished 
article will be printed on card stiff 

enough to stand on your mantlepiece and 
be delivered to each household with the 

Winter Mercury.      
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Extracts from the minutes of MEMBURY PARISH COUNCIL
from Clerk to the Council: Mrs S C J Jones
Email: clerk@membury.eastdevon.gov.uk

Meeting held in Membury Village Hall on
Tuesday 4th July 2017 at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs  D Burrough (Chairman), M Bell, M Burrough,  
B Foster, R Foster, S Foster, and L Warren.
In Attendance: Stephanie Jones (Parish Clerk)                                                                                                    
Apologies for absence
Cllr R Barrell, Cllr P Pearse, Cllr Iain Chubb (DCC), Cllr Paul 
Diviani (EDDC) and PCSO Hayley Widger.
Business arising from the minutes not covered by other agenda items 
Cllrs said they had not received any information from Cllr 

Pearse concerning the planning course he had attended, as 
promised at the previous meeting. 
At the last meeting the clerk had been asked to contact 

Community First Trading to ask whether they needed a list of 
volunteers who carry out work on behalf of the parish council. 
The reply from the insurers was that they do not need a list, 
but the parish council should keep a record. Volunteers are 
covered by the parish council’s insurance if they are acting 
under instructions from the parish council and this would also 
include volunteers working under the Parish Emergency Plan. 
Cllr Simon Foster suggested that the clerk starts compiling a list 
of known volunteers and he would send an email around asking 
for names of people who do voluntary work for the council.  
See Road Report.
INTERNAL AUDIT 2016/2017
The Internal Auditor, David Hinchcliffe, had completed his 

Internal Audit for 2016/2017, confirming that the published 
Receipts and Payments Account properly reflects the Council’s 
financial transactions during 2016/17, and that the closing 
balance of £13,734 was held in Lloyds Bank on  March 31st, 
2017. His only suggestion was that the council should review 
the amount being held in the un-ear-marked reserves,  which 
appear to be somewhat high.
Membury Parish Council Governance Documents
Councillors were asked to review the following Governance 

Documents for the parish council: -
Asset Register,
Code of Conduct,
Financial Regulations,
Risk Assessment
Standing Orders
Statement of Internal Control
It was passed unanimously that the Governance Documents 

be accepted and that they be published on the parish council’s 
website.  
 Finance        (For details, see Parish Council web site.)
Bank Reconciliation as 31st May 2017
1st May 2017         Opening Balance       £18,645.67
          Closing Balance         £17,838.99
31st May 2017       Bank Balances
          Current Account             £11,006.78
           Deposit Account             £8,001.00
           Total                              £19,007.78

3AUTUMN 20172017

Renewal of subscription to the Campaign to Protect 
Rural England
At the last parish council meeting the clerk was asked to 

enquire from the Campaign to Protect Rural England what the 
benefits were of belonging to the charity. The clerk received 
replies from the national office and the East Devon branch 
detailing the work they do both nationally and locally. It was 
unanimously agreed to renew the parish council’s membership 
to the Campaign to Protect Rural England at a cost of £36. 
Parishes Together Fund – to agree how this funding is 
to be spent this year on drains, ditches and gullies.
The clerk reported that the parish council’s application to the 

Parishes Together Fund for drains, ditches and gullies work 
had been successful and the parish council had been awarded 
£456.50 from this fund. The parish council needed to agree 
how this funding would be spent during the year. 
See Road Report
Cllr Mike Bell had attended the Blackdown Hills Parish 

Network AGM, where Yarcombe Parish Council reported that 
they were looking at assembling a collective of parishes who 
would be interested in sharing a contractor to do maintenance 
work in the parishes. Cllr Simon Foster said this sounded like a 
good idea, but the first point of call concerning badly blocked 
ditches, drains and gullies should be Devon County Council.
Cllr Mark Burrough asked about the possibility of using the 

Parishes Together Funding for the purchase of salt bins as this 
had been discussed before at the meeting in November 2016, 
but, in answer to her enquiries, the  clerk had been  told that 
this was not eligible. At the November meeting it had been 
proposed that the parish council purchase three salt bins, one 
for Haddon Hill, one at Hill Common and one at Springfield 
Hill. A new salt bin had appeared outside Yarty Farm, which it 
was felt was not needed, though one for Haddon Hill was. The 
parish council will request that the bin is moved. (Details: Parish 
Council Web Site.)
Planning 
Applications (for comment, support or objection)
Lea Hill, Membury, Axminster, EX13 7AQ - Variation 

of condition 2 of permission 01/P2189 (change of use from 
hotel bedrooms to 2  self catering units) to allow use of  2  self 
catering units as 2 unrestricted dwellings.
The parish council had no objections and fully supported the 

planning application. 

Cllr Simon Foster commented that planning permission had 
been granted for two new agricultural workers’ dwellings and 
the removal of conditions to allow holiday accommodation to 
be occupied as residential dwellings on a few properties over 
the last couple of years and asked what impact this would have 
on the provision of housing presently proposed in the emerging 
Neighbourhood Plan. As these permissions had been granted 
before the adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan these would only 
add to the provision of housing needed in the parish if the parish 
was to continue to evolve and grow over the lifetime of the plan. 
Cllr Bell reported that Neil Parish MP was putting a question 
to the Housing Minister concerning the amount of time that 
Neighbourhood Plans were taking to produce and be adopted by 
local authorities as there was a current shortage of housing and 
it was up to the Housing Minister to ensure that these plans were 
not held up by local authorities. Cllr Ruth Foster asked whether 
these permissions would be classed as extra to the number 
currently quoted in the Neighbourhood Plan or form part of 
them. It was felt that properties which had been given permission 
to become residential instead of holiday accommodation should 
not be included in the number of new dwellings proposed in the 
Neighbourhood Plan and the parish should not be bound by the 
number of new dwellings proposed in the plan. 
   (full minutes available on the Parish Council Web Site)

Membury Parish Council - selected extracts
Stephanie Jones (Clerk to the Council)
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If you remember, we were required to prepare a 
Strategic Environmental Assessment [SEA] before we 
could formally submit our Plan to the District Council. 
Since my last update we have had responses from 
English Heritage, Environment Agency, Natural England 
and EDDC and their views have been incorporated into 
the assessment scope. That Assessment has now been 
completed and we have agreed the final report from the 
consultants, just this week (as I write, August 4th).

The Parish Council sensibly delegated responsibility to 
the Steering Group for negotiations with the consultants 
over their draft report. This has been completed to our 
satisfaction and the consultants are in the process of 
revising a few areas where we had minor disagreements 
[eg the impacts of more than 15 new developments in 
the parish and the possibility this would open of major 
developers coming in] or misunderstandings of either the 
Plan’s intention or the parishioners’ desires and parish 
conditions [eg restricting all development to just the village 
and the consequential impact on flooding, particularly in 
Rock, and the built environment due to flood gates, banks; 
we also suggested that the provision of cycle tracks was 
not appropriate to this parish, although covered in the NPPF 
and therefore the subject of neighbourhood plans etc.]. 

Once that is completed then it can be sent to the 
statutory consultees and EDDC for their comment. We 
have also agreed that it would be good, although not a 
requirement, to include Blackdown Hills AONB in this 
consultation. A six-week period must be allowed for the 
statutory bodies to respond.

Additionally we have agreed some minor wording 
changes to our Plan that we think will improve it [eg 
better defining “Infill” and changing our section titled 
“Flooding” to become ”Managing Flood Risk”]. This 
will become issue 4.05.xx and will be published on the 
parish web site (www.membury.org.uk) as soon as I 
have completed the work - probably by the time you 
read this. All of you are welcome to comment, as usual.

I need to discuss with EDDC (our contact for 
Neighbourhood Plans is on holiday until the middle of 
next week) but I am hoping that we can circulate the 
SEA report without having to also circulate the revised 
NP - unless we can skip this step and go straight to full, 
final consultation with all 80+ Stakeholder bodies (which 
also includes the statutory consultees), as that would 
cut some two months off us getting to the end-stage 
of this seemingly never-ending project. Some sweet-
talking needed, I think. Meanwhile, we can dream!
ADDENDUM

Since writing this report we have gained EDDC 
approval to update the Neighbourhood Plan based 
upon the SEA suggestions and for that version to 
be upgraded from “Draft” to “Pre-Submission Plan” 
[4.05.02] status. This means that the SEA Report and 
this latest Plan will be sent to the Statutory Consultees 
plus EDDC plus Blackdown Hills AONB and, in parallel 
the Pre-Submission Plan will formally be submitted 
to the full list of Stakeholders at the same time. I am 
aiming for these to be sent out ready for a start date 
of August 14th for the formal six-week consultation 
period and comment. This means that the Plan will be 
on the parish web site by that date – and you all may, of 
course, also comment by email to memburyplan@gmail.
com.

We will then have an opportunity to finally revise our 
plan based upon any feedback that we receive before 
formally sending the “Submission Version” to EDDC for 
them to present to committee and then to the agreed 
government inspector for final assessment.

Neighbourhood Plan - Update
from Alex Tasker

	

	

	

	
	

	

	 	

BARRY	SIDAWAY	

Plumbing	&	Heating	Engineer	

• AGA	SERVICING	
• OIL	BOILER	SERVICING	
• BREAKDOWNS	AND	REPAIRS	
• PLUMBING	–	No	job	too	small.	

	Reliable,	friendly	service.	

Phone:	01297	678166	/	07958	788463	
Email:	barrysidaway@tiscali.co.uk	
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Road & Highways Report    from Simon Foster

I am pleased to say that more people in the parish are 
reporting potholes online and as a result there seem to 
be fewer than in previous summers. Thank you to those 
who took the trouble and to our band of volunteers who 
have undertaken work to verges and ditches on their 
own initiative.

I recently met our new Highways Officer, Helen Selby 
who has taken over from Nick Allen, on site to discuss 
other issues and the planned works. (The meaning of 
the necessary jargon can be found on the internet, or 
give me a call.)

Road works:

Webble Green to Grays: scheduled for patch work in 
2017 including cleaning, the surface dressed in 2018.

Lewsley Lane: as above, but in addition our visit 
revealed subsidence between Haycroft and Blackmores. 
This will be investigated and the works added to if 
necessary.

Challenger Cross, Furley Cross and beyond to the 
junction with Bedlam Lane: “Jet patching” of the lane 
is scheduled this summer. The visit looked at the “old 
repair” and standing water beyond Furley Cross, which 
needs an easement to keep the repairs functional.

Wellands X to Rock: Agreed that this surface needs 
similar treatment as the above. Not currently scheduled 
but an application for funding will be made on our behalf.

Beckford Bridge: Continual winter flooding causes 
damage to posts and railings. This is due for repair but 
we have proposed alternative materials (e.g. a metal 
barrier) to improve its longevity. 

Management of water on the roads: Grips, 
easements and buddle holes describe formations on the 
verge to ensure water is drained off the carriageway. We 
have a list of these but more importantly they are due for 
clearing in August by the highways department. We will 
check some but not all. If you know of one please check 
and let us know if it was not dealt with so we can take 
remedial action.

Gullies, vegetation and ditches (i.e. the verge, 
hedge, streams) belong to the landowner unless 
they can prove otherwise, so maintenance is their 
responsibility. When funds were more widely available 
the council routinely cleared these even on minor roads, 
but since 2015 are only clearing ditches on a need 
basis. Please inform me of any you consider require 
attention so that I can inform the council in advance of 
their Autumn cleaning programme. Those ditches not 
deemed a priority will have to be maintained by the 
landowner.

Salt bins: fortunately, not needed of late except 
when Springfield Hill froze this winter due to the 
blocked pipe. There is now a trash gate below 
the entrance to New Farm which should reduce 
the likelihood of it being blocked with stones and 
Councillor Pearse cleared out the troughs. There are 
two bins on this hill and others located adjacent to 
steep gradients and junctions. Councillor Warren has 
proposed an additional bin at Haddon Hill, a busy 
route with a history of incidents; a quote is being 
prepared which the Parish Council (PC) will consider. 
Unfortunately, relocating bins is not cost-effective 
as one has recently appeared without the council’s 
knowledge in a minor location opposite the entrance 
to Crib House on Bedlam Lane.

Highways Signage: We have a history of lorries 
that are too long for the radius of the curves and/
or have an axle width too wide for the minor roads 
causing damage to verges, walls and banks. The 
PC has sought to have additional signs placed at 
known junctions to unsuitable roads but the political 
policy of “de-cluttering” the roads with “superfluous” 
signage renders our recommendation insufficient 
without additional evidence. We have police reports 
for some incidents, but not enough and are advised 
to notify the police of any incident, so that we can 
use the record number as well as any photographic 
evidence you keep and dates. Please send to the 
clerk at clerk@membury.eastdevon.gov.uk to collate. 
If you own the land adjacent to the metalled highway 
you can take measures to deter vehicles if it does not 
interfere with the carriageway.

Volunteers: We have a number of volunteers in the 
village who help out for no remuneration including 
those associated with flood prevention. These include 
Jeremy Wallace (sump), Ron Martin (emergency 
officer), Chris Carter and Melissa Taylor (siren) 
along with the rest of the names in the emergency 
flood plan. Our PC Clerk has confirmed that these 
names are recorded by the PC to ensure they are 
covered by the parish council’s third party insurance. 
If anyone else undertakes voluntary work or is likely 
to do so,  including access to the salt bins and cutting 
vegetation or clearing a ditch please let the clerk to 
the PC know so that you are included. She will also 
make available (either on the PC website or email 
you on request) a copy of the relevant section of the 
insurance to you so you are aware of the “conditions”. 
The council has access to safety equipment and road 
signage if you think this is necessary. If it is more than 
a 5-minute job or, in your opinion, the work puts you 
or anyone else in potential danger then please check 
with the PC first so that we can get permission and 
advice from highways.

Road & Highways Report
from Simon Foster
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Towards the end of May each year Membury is 
subjected to a band of travelling graffiti artists who 
use large black circles to leave thick black lines on our 
roads, usually on narrower parts of the road or at bends 
and junctions. Recently they have honed their skills to 
include sound graffiti, emulating thunder, sometimes 
quite authentically. I suspect that Government Austerity 
has something to do with the latter resulting in a greater 
number of potholes for these artists to bounce over with 
their ever-larger noise producers. As their equipment is 
capable of ever- greater speed and grows in carrying 
capacity, they now take the opportunity to continue their 
activities until the small hours of the morning.

As with so much these days speed is of the essence in 
saving time and money but it could happen that one day, 
one of these artists may try to make a longer black line 
than they should and end up causing damage and harm 
to property or persons.

Perhaps it’s time that they considered reining in the 
pace and time of their activities before this becomes a 
reality.

2017

Rights-of-Way Report
Bill Foster (Footpath Warden) 881 685

DOMESTIC
INSTALLER

Full & partial re-wiring - Design Service

New consumer units

Installation fault finding

Telephone / Data cabling & points

EV charging points

Aims AGA repairs  

Intruder alarms grade IIx

NICEIC - EICR - Electrical Installation condition reports

Lighting. Scene lighting. LED upgrades.
Garden Lighting - Design & Installation

All materials & labour guaranteed
All part P certificated installations carry

additional NICEIC back-up warranty

Road Graffiti
 from Mark Skid                               

FOOTPATH 10 (Beckford Bridge to Yarty Farm)
Since the last report, the County Council have greatly 
improved access to this path by replacing a stile with a 
pedestrian gate and the replacement of a narrow, rotting 
bridge spanning a brook with a brand-new, wider, safer 
bridge. 
FOOTPATH 3 (Star Cross to Twist Farm)
Funded by Membury Parish Council, a severely eroded steep 
bank adjacent to a stream near Oxenways has been re-built 
and is now safe and easy to climb. David Terry did all the 
heavy work, while Jean and I helped with lighter tasks. I am 
very grateful to the owners of Oxenways who made our work 
much easier by providing transport of cement, gravel, and 
shuttering to the site.
FOOTPATH 31 (south of James Lane)
This path was obstructed in places by overgrowth, which I 
have cut back. The County Council are looking at ways of 
improving cross-field access. 
Ron Martin and Peter Hartnell have also been busy cutting 
back overgrowth on other footpaths.
Please let me know of any problems that need my attention. 
(881 685)
Other details of the work on rights-of-way can be found in 
the minutes of the Parish Council.
WALKS - Chardstock are very well organised.  
A major walk takes place every third Friday in the month 
starting at their Village Hall
On Mondays they have a day long event starting at 9:30 from 
the Car Park (plenty of space over there).
Tuesdays; a shorter route is arranged beginning at 9:30 
returning at about 1:30 in the afternoon.
Just turn up and enjoy the company. 
Contact Pam Capener telephone number:- 01460 220 255
Membury at present has no organiser. Volunteers are welcome
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Village Website
 www.membury.org.uk            David Dodd & Simon Evans

Membury email Service
from St John Baptist Church & Simon Foster

Maximising the great potential of YOUR Membury Village 
website:

Reading the last edition of the Mercury (Summer 2017) two 
articles in particular caught our attention. These were letters to the 
editor and the erry a ers treasurer  ason aw es’s article. n 
the Letters to the Editor section there were strong views shared 
to keep a printed copy of the Mercury. All those raised in favour of 
eepin  the printed version were very valid. nterestin ly  we noted 

many turn to the Mercury as a first resource and we would like to 
encourage you to consider the powerful strengths of the website 
when you are seeking current information. Your Village Website can 
be (is) updated as often as is necessary and requested, meaning 
it is very fluid and current. Contacts change, events have to be 
amended, cancelled or rescheduled etc. We can immediately 
update that information.

e ardin  ason’s article raisin  concerns about the lac  o  
support for village events which, in some cases, are actually running 
at a loss. One possible factor might be insufficient advertising.

Remember the saying: “Advertising Pays”.
So, to all our wonderful Organisations, Clubs, Societies & indeed 

any villa e  related event or ani ers  don’t or et to use the villa e 
website. There is a “Notice Board” page, plus a full “Diary of 
Events” page to fully promote your event to the village community. 
n addition any or anisation can have their own dedicated pa e  as 
some already have, such as the Church and History Society.

There is on average twenty visits per day to the village website, 
six hundred per month, so an ideal place to advertise. Push your 
events hard. The Merrymakers run excellent events, along with 
other village organisations, but just make sure that everyone is 
constantly re inded o  the . t is  villa e website  the ore 
information it can provide, the more the community will reference it.

We would like to do all we can to support your excellent events, 
so please just ask, send us the details, perhaps with a copy of an 
existing poster or flyer.

Parish Council Website:
Have you visited the New Membury Parish Council website at 

www.memburypc.org.uk ?
A dedicated website for all Parish Council news & information 

including agendas & minutes of meetings, planning, finances and 
so uch ore. t is i portant to a iliarise yoursel  with the site as 
parish related information is being considered for removal from the 
Village Website to avoid duplication & confusion.

n o on website
Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned to add, remove 

or amend any information on the website, or should you have any 
issues using the site.

We would also be pleased to receive any ideas to improve the site. 
David Dodd     
Simon Evans
01404881282     
email: mrsimonevans@aol.com
email: daviddodd@btinternet.com 
Editorial Comment: We heartily endorse the remarks regarding 

publicity made above. The Mercury appears only quarterly, so 
“reminders” are helpful and effective. We all have our place in 
passing on information.

Although now primarily a secular service, Membury 
e-mail service was first suggested by the Parochial 

hurch ouncil  hence the na e.  li e to thin  that it 
is but one of the ways in which the church has and will 
continue to help the co unity.  thin  it co pli ents the 
listings on the Village website and the quarterly issues 
of the Mercury, particularly if reminders of events are 
required.
 We have been operating the email service in Membury 
for more than a year, so it is probably a good time to 
reflect on its value and scope. 114 e-mail addresses of 
the 220 households and 500 plus residents of Membury 
Parish appear on the list, which reflects a fairly good 
coverage. Only 3 persons have asked to be removed, 
one as the result of a house move. There are 5 addresses 
for persons on the fringe or outside the parish boundary, 
who like to remain in contact with events. The intention 
is always to ensure you receive the notices blind to other 
addressees.   a  away  there is a delay to notices 
because  have not yet wor ed out how to replicate this 
function from my Windows OS mobile phone. Please call 
i  you can help  otherwise  do not li e to advertise y 
absence.  thin   have pressed the wron  button once 
or twice re.  or  when  have been in a hurry and 
occasionally the notices are not checked with the details 
from the advertiser, resulting in a few confusing dates and 
unrelated content   a  learnin  that it saves ore ti e i  
 do chec  
  now  should have ade a record o  what has been 
sent out - forgive me for not doing so, but it would take up 
too much storage to keep them all on file. The frequency 
is probably one per week. Originally, notices were only 
or events in the arish but  have since widened it to 
include events outside the parish in which parishioners 
are involved. owever   thin  you ay beco e tired o  
too any e ails so  voluntarily choose only a ew notices 
that come from County and District councils. Most of 
the notices are from the Merrymakers and other Village 
societies but not all groups regularly ask me to forward 
notices.  hope this article serves as a re inder to other 
groups and individuals of this valuable resource.
Going forward:
.  would li e the arish councillors to decide which   

 notices they receive to be forwarded.
2. Consult with the Mercury and Website team on what   
 should or should not be included eg. For Sale or   
 wanted items. Move to a Facebook page? 
3. Encourage the parish organisations to remind the   
 inhabitants of all their events, requests and notices.
4. Ask newly-arrived residents to send me their email   
 address and approval if they wish to be added to   
 the list of recipients. Call me on 881787 or  
 r.817@outlook.com
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100 CLUB
from Sara Cranfield

8 AUTUMN

Courtesy of the Hall Committee, Parish Council and 
Merrymakers, there is now a defibrillator at the village hall. 
They also provided two training sessions for it, which a 
total of 24 people attended.  Dean Reynolds gave a very 
comprehensive and instructive talk, illustrated with videos of 
real-life events and a practical session using dummies and 
the defibrillating equipment.

All this made us realise that the equipment is not as 
daunting as anticipated. Once switched on there are clear 
and concise verbal instructions to counter any sense of panic 
so, even without the training, no-one should be afraid to use 
it. The machine is ultra-sensitive and very easy to use and will 
not allow you to shock anyone unnecessarily. It truly is a life-
saver and in an emergency time is of the essence.

Hopefully, it will never be required but, if need be, you will 
find it on the outside of the end wall of the hall, opposite the 
school. The code to open it is 1234.

2017

The Trustees have at last had a response form the Land Registry 
asking for clarification of one or two points so, hopefully, things will 
soon progress to a conclusion.

As I mentioned before, a landline, wi-fi and an emergency phone 
have been installed in the Hall. For clarification, the phone is 
situated inside the sound cupboard at about eye-level on the 
centre part of the doorframe so that hirers, who all have access to 
the key, can get to it, if necessary.

The Defibrillator course proved so popular we had to run it twice 
with a total of 24 people attending. This was funded jointly by the 
PC, Membury MerryMakers and the Village Hall.

The hot water system has been replaced with a 210 litre tank 
to supply the needs of larger gatherings. The system is totally 
automatic but should the need arise a booster switch is situated 
above the toilet entrance.

The Trustees have approved a scheme to improve the storeroom 
and work begins in September to raise and insulate the floor. The 
opportunity is also being taken to line and insulate the walls in 
an effort to alleviate the damp problems that, although much 
improved since the new heating system was introduced, are still 
evident in the storeroom due to the raised ground level behind 
the Hall. The ceiling is also being plastered. During this work, 
approximately 5 weeks from September 11th all equipment from 
the storeroom will be placed behind the curtains at the stage end 
of the Hall. Therefore the full Hall will not be available for this time 
and hirers should take this into account.*

All these improvements are being funded by the interest that 
accrues from the judicial management of the Henniker bequest for 
which we are very grateful. It is also helping the Trustees keep the 
cost of Hall Hire as low as possible within practicable limits.

The Hiring Form is currently being re-written to include details of 
the wi-fi and the introduction of more cost effective (for both Hall 
users and the Trustees) system for payment of bills.

*A working party of willing and able-bodied volunteers is needed 
to clear the store-room ready for refurbishment on Sunday, 
September 10th at 10.00am. The more, the merrier – and quicker! 

Membury Parish Hall
 Richard Barrell (Chair MVH Trustees)     Tel: 881 291

DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING
 from Keith Griffin and Janet Andrew

- 100 Club -
LATEST WINNERS: 

JUNE - 1) Ali Wigdor
             2) Sharon Wallace

JULY - 1) Tony Baston
               2) Barbara McKinder

AUG - 1) Mark Jones
    2) Jose Yool

It’s not too late to join up!
You have a chance to help raise money for community projects 
& groups. For a £5 annual subscription per person, you 

can double your investment. Anyone can join and you can 
have as many subscriptions as you like. Therefore, why 
not sign up the children, pets or mother-in-law? The 

number of pets who have won this year means a lot of 
spoilt furry friends!

The 100 Club was set up to help raise money for 
Parish groups & societies which needs extra funds, 
whilst having a ‘flutter’ and a chance to double the 
subscription given. The subscription starts in January 

each year at only £5 per person. The prizes are £10 & 
£5 drawn each month. 

You can have as many subscriptions as you like - just 
put all the names on the one form. If you would like 

to set up a standing order, so your subscriptions stay in 
place, please contact me for details.

Please complete the form below & return to:
Sara Cranfield, 3 Springfield, Membury or

The MerryMakers pigeonhole in the PO. I look forward 
to hearing from you.

……………………………………………………………………………………………
MEMBURY MERRYMAKERS 100 CLUB

Name(s) .................................................................................................
Address ................................................................................................ 
  ................................................................................................
Post Code:........................... Tel Number:..........................................
Email: ....................................................................................................
Number of Subscriptions ............  
Total enclosed (£5 per person) …………
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Pew News
Petronella Byrde [Sec] Tel: 01297 639 717 

Membury Merrymakers
from Nigel Cook, MM Chairman

AUTUMN 2017

Another Summer nearly gone, and by the time you 
read this we shall be thinking of Harvest Festival. We are 
particularly grateful to Mr Howard Power for keeping the 
grass and growth in the Churchyard cut and tidy for 27 or 
28 years, along with his nephew Rodney Strawbridge.  A true 
countryman, he left the wild flowers to flower and seed 
before cutting, so we could enjoy them as we walk up the 
path or go further up the graveyard. He has “retired” this 
season and we wish him well. Still on the Churchyard, a big 
Thank You to all who turned out at the end of July for an 
evening of hedging and general tidying.  

Inside the Church, at Children’s Corner, new wooden blocks 
have been laid to replace the rotten ones. This involved cutting 
the new blocks individually to fit – with the help of Adam 
Pearse’s special saws. Barry Sidaway removed, and later 
replaced, the piping to allow access to all the corners and 
where the plaster had crumbled – and all was complete on 
the day of the School Leaving Service. It all looks so much 
better, and we hope the children will continue to enjoy using 
the corner. The congregation certainly enjoys the art works 
on the two boards.  

Our Patronal Gift Day was the last Sunday in June. This 
is a time when people dig a bit deeper into their pockets, or 
review their standing orders. It costs about £50 a day to run 
the Church and keep the Grade I listed building in running 
repairs, lit, heated and so on. The income from invested 
bequests is invaluable, but it doesn’t cover it all. Gift Day 
raised £1312.91 - another Big Thank You to all who contributed.  

Services: There are two sorts of additional services being 
tried out round the Axe Valley team of six churches until 
Advent, when they will be reviewed. Each village parish has 
a short Morning Prayer (said service) once a week at 8am – 
Membury’s service is on Wednesdays. Every six weeks each 
Church will have a “Say One for Me” gathering at 6.15 to 
7pm on Wednesdays – to pray for the Mission Community and 
respond to other requests for prayer. Do use the prayer cards 
to leave thoughts and requests for this service. These services 
will take place in turn at the Minster, Membury, Holy Cross, 
Chardstock, Combpyne and All Saints. (See Parish Magazine 
for details.) The next “Say One for Me” at Membury is on 
Wednesday, September 6th. Of course, all are welcome at any 
of our Churches. For more information on the background, see 
the Minster website at axminsterminsterchurch.org.uk.   

  Harvest: Sunday, October 8th at 11am, followed by 
lunch in the Village Hall.  

Devon Historic Churches Trust holds a fund raising “Ride and 
Stride” event the second Saturday of September each year. 
Parishes are encouraged to hold sponsored walking, cycling, 
riding or other events to raise funds to help restore the fabric 
of old churches – using the churches as visiting points. This 
year, Sara Cranfield plans to undertake a walk, on Wednesday, 
September 13th, leaving the Church after Morning Prayer.  
She will be accompanying Wilf, visiting Axminster, All Saints 
and Chardstock, returning to Membury. She says it should take 
about 6 hours, be approximately 10 miles, weather and stops 
permitting. Sponsorship forms will be in the post office and 
back of the Church for anyone wishing to support her. 50% of 
all monies, which can be gift aided, goes to St John Baptist, 
Membury. 

Summer’s here, and we at MerryMakers are already 
talking about New Year’s Eve and Pantomime! But before we 
get there, what has been happening and what else is coming?

Firstly, thank you to those of you who made it to The 
Big Breakfast, in June. I think it is fair to say it was well 
received and something which we will no doubt do again. 
There was plenty to eat, and the relaxed atmosphere gave 
the MerryMaker team the opportunity to explain what we 
are about, whilst, at the same time getting valuable feedback 
and ideas from yourselves. I would personally like to thank 
all of you who turned up to help and worked incredibly hard 
to make it a success. Since then things have been quieter 
than usual as we are looking to the future and planning how 
we can best cater for the local Community.

With this in mind I would like to draw your attention to 
the proposed Village Event for Membury, in June next year. 
If your community group, club or Society want to be involved 
then please contact us and we can all work towards putting 
together a great day, which may become a regular event in 
the future.

We do of course have the 5th Annual Boule Championship 
(Sounds Posh), on August 12th, so look out for a Boule by 
Boule report on p 26.

MerryMakers have also been lucky enough to be asked 
by the History Society to join them and support the 
Village Walk, on October 14th. We are planning to provide 
refreshments at the Village Hall, and help to co-ordinate an 
exhibition of local photos and items of interest, displayed by 
a number of the many talented folk living in Membury; and 
then we have our annual Quiz Night, in November, where 
you will yet again be asked to test your intellect and local 
knowledge; and let’s not forget that not that long after we 
will be hosting our regular New Year’s Eve Party, so please 
watch out for more details about these events nearer the 
time.

I can’t finish without mentioning S4YH, which continues 
to build, and go from strength to strength, thanks to the 
amazing efforts of Richard and the Chorus.

As always we rely on your support to make our events 
work, but your feedback is also important to us, so, if 
you have anything you wish to suggest or pass on, please 
message me on: nigel.cook10@btinternet.com   

And yet again, thank you all for your continued support, 
and especially my fellow Merrymakers, without whom none 
of this would be possible.

***Interested in joining Merrymakers, or just want to 
know more about what we do? Contact me on the above 
email or speak to any of us on the Committee –  Mike 
Beaman, Anne Ferrier, Jason Hawkes, Janet Andrews and Jill 
Bellamy. In the meantime, we have some great films coming 
from Moviola (see following page) which continues to be well 
supported. I would like to remind you all that, in addition 
to the usual refreshments and Ice-creams, you are very 
welcome to bring your own drinks – we will of course supply 
the glasses.

 Look forward to seeing you soon and thank you for your 
continued support.
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Tuesday 17th October     (Village Hall open from 7.00pm)

CHURCHILL

A ticking-clock thriller following Winston Churchill in the 96 hours 
before D-Day.

Starring Brian Cox, with Miranda Richardson as his wife Clemmie.
“Bolstered by clear-cut direction from Teplitzky, and with excitingly 

staged disputes over the controversial operation at hand, Churchill 
hits all the right notes, bringing a slice of history to life in its most 
palatable and entertaining form.”  Radio Times

Tuesday 21st November    (Village Hall open from 7.00pm)
THEIR FINEST (12A)

A British film crew attempts to boost morale during World War II by 
making a propaganda film after the Blitzkrieg.  

Starring Gemma Arterton and Bill Nighy, and directed by Lone 
Scherfig (An Education).

Tickets are £6.00 in advance from the PO or £6.50 on the door. 
Tea, coffee and ice creams are available, and you are welcome 

to bring your own drinks, if you wish.

 1
Films in Membury 

from Jill Bellamy  

10 AUTUMN

Tuesday 12th  September   (Village Hall open from 7.00pm)      

VICEROY’S HOUSE (12A)

Seventy years after the Partition of India, director Gurinder Chadha 
delivers this poignant tribute to the millions of Hindus, Sikhs and 
Muslims – including members of her own family – who were uprooted 
or killed in what remains the largest mass migration of people in 
history.The final Viceroy of India, Lord Mountbatten, is tasked with 
overseeing the transition of British India to independence, but meets 
with conflict as different sides clash in the face of monumental 
change.

Starring Hugh Bonneville and Gillian Anderson.

2017
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SUNSHINE IN SPAIN AT 
EL MEMBRILLO

SEE OUR NEW WEBSITE:- 
WWW.MEMBRILLO.CO.UK

OR    TEL: 01404 881 446

11

DAVID REED
OFTEC REGISTERED

AGA & RAYBURN 
COOKERS SERVICED

OIL COOKERS & BOILER 
SERVICING & REPAIRS

TELEPHONE: 01297 443321

AUTUMN 2017

		Felicity’s	Cleaning,	Ironing		

and		

Small	Pet	Sitting	Service.	

	

• Cleaning		Hours		Available.	
• Holiday	cottage	cleaning.	
• Pressing	with	Elna	press.	
• Looking	after	small	pets	during	short	

breaks.	
• References		Available.	

	

Caring,	Friendly	and	Mobile	

Ring	Felicity	on	

01404	881640	

MEMBURY 
MID-SUMMER FETE 
SATURDAY, JUNE 23rd  2018 

 
Would you, your club or society 

like to be involved in this exciting 
new event in Membury? 

We are hoping to start an annual 
event for the WHOLE community 
to enjoy and would love your help! 

 
Raise money for your own charity or 

club, have fun and be part of something 
exciting! 

If you would like 
-   your club/group to be involved 
-   to help 
-   to join our Fete committee 

please contact 
Nigel Cook at: 

nigel.cook10@btinternet.com 
EVERYONE VERY WELCOME 
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FLOWER SHOW REPORT

From Chris Symington
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CONGRATULATIONS !
MEMBURY FLOWER SHOW 2017

PRIZEWINNERS
Banksian Medal (Stockland) JENNY BROOM 
Trenchard Cup  JENNY BROOM
Membury Flower Show Cup JEREMY WALLACE
Flower Arrangement Bowl JENNY BROOM
Pat Wilson Cup  JENNY BROOM
Hancock Shield  SIMON FOSTER
Annie & Edward Booth Trophy JENNY BROOM
W.I. Cup   JANE LIDDICOAT
Trophy (Salver)  JEREMY WALLACE
Stevens Cup   JEREMY WALLACE
Paris Cup & Book Token SHANNON  PEARSE
Junior Cup and Book Token ALEX YAPP
Davey Cup & Book Token EMMA YAPP
Power Cup & Book Token EMMA YAPP
Steve Barrell Art Cup               DAN JAFFE
Ruth Abrahams Trophy JO BAILEY &   JANE LIDDICOAT
Special Class: Colour by Design  Adult: JEAN FOSTER
        Child :EMMA YAPP

 213AUTUMN 2017

Another lovely Show in spite of the rain, which increased as the afternoon 
progressed.  We were lucky to have it dry during the morning when everything 
is being carried in from the car park to the hall.  As always the committee (Marie 
Tasker, Sarah Clemens, Jane Liddicoat, Rose Shepherd, Bill & Jean Foster, 
Jo Bailey, Janet Andrew and Jenny Beaman) worked hard to make the day a 
success.  It is a fun village event to be involved in – a little competitive (but not 
too much), colourful, interesting and visually extraordinary (Jeremy’s climbing 
Italian Trombocino courgettes) as well as heartening in that we usually raise a 
substantial amount for charity. 
We had some lovely entries from the children, both from the school and others:  

a hard job for the craft judge (the wooden spoon scarecrows), and indeed we are 
very lucky in all our judges who give up their Saturday morning to come along 
and use their expertise and in some cases give some constructive criticism.  I 
believe the flower arrangers in particular find this useful. 
We were lucky to have Debbie Burrough present the prizes and cups, and she 

also found the time to put in a number of entries.  It is always a slightly anxious 
time each year to see how many entrants and entries we have, but Membury 
always comes up trumps. This year our visitor numbers in the afternoon were 
down somewhat on previous years, perhaps in part owing to the weather, 
and I would like to encourage people to come along, enjoy a cup of tea and a 
homemade cake, and hopefully stay on for the Auction. This year Jeremy did a 
marvellous job yet again, producing a great number of laughs and goodly sums 
for the produce, all of which enables us to contribute hundreds of pounds to our 
chosen charities – this year MIND and SHELTERBOX.  The generosity of people 
buying raffle tickets and tea and cakes also adds up to our charity donations. 
Many thanks to all our supporters in the village and beyond (Stockland) and 
congratulations to all the prizewinners. whose names appear below.

‘TRUMP!?’
An elephant walked by a stump
As he did so he gave it a bump

He tripped and he fell
Giving out a loud yell

‘Trump, trumpity, trumpity, trump!!’
Judy Martin
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TIME WAS...An extract from A Farming Girls’ Recollections

by Nancy Pearse - Membury School
TIME WAS...Membury School

by Chris Ianson

14 AUTUMN 2017

The first School in Membury was built in 1841 on the site of a 
derelict house next to the Church. This cost £125, which was paid 
for by public subscription. Queen Victoria had been queen for 4 
years.
In 1880, the original school building was re-modelled and there 

is a plaque above the original entrance to commemorate this. That 
entrance has since been closed. 
In 1906, an extra classroom was added, together with a corridor 

which is where the toilets are now. As the original toilet block was 
at the opposite end of the playground, the children would have 
sometimes had to run to the loos in hard rain. 
In May 1911, a flagpole was presented to the school by Captain 

Buckle to celebrate Empire Day. 
One year, Mrs. Hasking’s class had to fit 142 children into it. Also 

in Mrs. Hasking’s classroom are arched windows and doors from the 
original design. 
In the early 1980s, the swimming pool was built by the 

grandfather of one of a later pupils. In 1998 the office and a head 
teacher’s office (now the Nest) were added. 
The most recent addition is the Acorn Studio – a teaching space 

and work room – which was built in the place of the old toilet 
block. 
School life was very different back then. The teachers were 

strict, and children were punished for little things like throwing 
paper or knocking apples off a tree, or just for talking or laughing 
in school.
This article appeared in Mercury Issue 106 in Autumn, 2012

The school is at the lower end of Membury’s high street, near the 
Church and it was always a relief to get there and rest from running. 
Mr. Cross was the Schoolmaster with two other teachers. I think there 
were 70 to 80 children at that time, the girl’s entrance and cloakroom 
being against the Churchyard wall with the boy’s entrance next to 
the Hall grounds. Actually, I don’t remember so much about my early 
schooling, except regular writing, reading and reciting multiplication 
tables; I loved modelling with the old plasticene as well. The boy who 
sat next to me in class was Edwin Salter who was from a farming 
family at Hackhams in the village.
We had a 15 minutes playtime midmorning and midafternoon and in 

time I got to know all the children and, just as everyone else, got to 
like some more than others. My teacher was Miss Rendle who lived at 
the hamlet of Rock, a little place down the road from the village with 
cottages on each side of the narrow road. We had our sandwiches 
during the dinner hour and on bad days we would sit by the fire in the 
classroom while on nice days we were allowed to roam all around the 
village. The playing field was on the slope above the schoolhouse.
Our schoolmaster lived at Ferndale opposite the Red Lion Inn and 

we had a field behind the inn to play in, which we reached by walking 
through a lovely apple orchard. Today there is no Red Lion and 4 
houses with large gardens where the orchard used to be.
Editorial note:
Nancy was born in 1917 and used to walk the two-and-a-half 

miles to school from Godworthy at the tender age of 6, in hobnail 
boots, which must have been very heavy for little legs! 
Printed by kind permission of the Pearse family, after first 

appearing in issue 100 (Spring 2011)
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TIME WAS...from the School Log 1914-18

From an article written by Robbi Robson (first printed in Iss: 113 Summer 2014)

15AUTUMN 2017

Mr. Lewis B. Cross was the headmaster of Membury School 
from1908 until 1932, and when it was required by law to keep a log 
book, which is now in the Devon Record Office in Exeter.

He makes no mention of the start of the war, which of course was 
in the summer holidays, though many of the children had relatives 
who would see active service. In 1914, Mr. Cross’s concerns were 
for the state of  the playground, which resembled “a ploughed 
field”, getting supply teachers to cover staff illness, the “verminous” 
condition of some of the children’s heads, which meant sending 
them home; and school attendance, a big problem when the 
weather was bad. On September 10th, only 42 out of 123 children 
managed to get in; on the 17th, there were only 38; on November 
30th, 20 children attended in the morning and 39 in the afternoon, 
and after storms in the morning of December 18th, only 15. In other 
years, attendance was low in the summer, as bigger children helped 
with the harvest. 

In May 1914, Mr. Cross records the organization of classes:

Standard 1,2 & 3 (40 children) Miss Mawler

Standards 4,5,6 & 7(53 children) L.B. Cross

Infants (29 children) Miss Bishop

A Monitress (an unqualified teacher) was engaged with the 
lower groups. (Not the level of staffing we expect now!) However, 
inspection reports were good. On March 11th, William Weeks, 
Deputy Assistant Diocesan Director, reported:

“The school continues to maintain its high standard. In every 
group, the answering was free and general. The Hymns were well 
known and exceptionally well sung; and all the passages to be 
learnt by heart had been mastered. The teachers, too, questioned 
their respective groups with skill and success. The tone and 
discipline is so good that it is a pleasure to visit the school.” 

But Mr. Cross was not always in agreement with his managers. 

May 27th 1914 “Messrs Stone and Langdon, two of the managers 
of the school, called and asked if I had given any order as to how 
the girls were to wear their hair. The answer was in the negative. 

June 11th Joyce Pearse was refused admission to the school 
this morning  for not complying with the committees’s regulation 
concerning a girl’s hair. Mr. Pearse saw me last night and said he 
should refuse to obey the regulation. This is the only case of non-
compliance.” 

It was not until 1915 that the war was mentioned, when Mr. Cross 
records on March 29th 

“The Rev. Langdon, one of the school Managers, raised objection 

to the printed appeals for the GMCA on the grounds that the appeal 
should have been submitted to the school Managers.”

But on June 18th  “The children were allowed to be present at the 
recruiting meeting held outside the Church to listen to the Military 
Band and hear the speeches.” 

In December, the Rev. Langdon “objected to the children 
voluntarily selling patriotic cards, the proceeds from which are to be 
devoted to purchasing Xmas presents for our soldiers at the front.”

In 1916, there was a real bust-up! The School Attendance Officer 
was absent on military duty, and Mr. Cross was finding it difficult 
to find out why children were absent. He had informed children 
that they had to bring a “written excuse” from a parent or guardian 
after an absence or the child would be considered a “truant.” One 
morning, May Down returned to school with no note. She said the 
Rev. Langdon had told her mother it wasn’t necessary. Then the fur 
really flew! The log reads:

“He asked me what right I had to make such a rule, without first 
submitting it to the managers. I replied that it had been my rule for 
the past 8 years – and I could not allow him to dictate to me how I 
should discipline my school, or how I should carry out the work for 
which I had been trained and appointed.”

The two men continued to have a difficult relationship, to the 
point, in 1918, when the Rev. Langdon was provoked into writing 
across the log;

“The Manager in question denies the accuracy of this entry.” 

As the start of the War isn’t mentioned, neither is the end.  
Mr. Cross recorded on November 11th 1918

“27 out of 91 children attended - - Influenza has spread to 
families in the near neighbourhood of the school, (which) has been 
closed until further notice.”   

The School re-opened on November 25th, but influenza 
developed into a world-wide epidemic killing more people than had 
died in the Great War. 
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MEMBURY PRIMARY ACADEMY
from Emily Scriven - Senior Teacher

EARLY MEMORIES
from 3 former pupils of Membury School (Iss: 110, Autumn ‘13)
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When I first arrived at Membury, I was 4. I 
felt very nervous when I was here and there 
were lots of big people walking about. I had a 
lot of attention and help. I was very shy but 
now I am as loud as can be.

I have been at school since I was 5 years 
old. It was scary when I started in year 1. 
My first friend was George and I also met 
a friend from pre-school named Immy. I 
remember learning to read. I told my teacher, 
“I can’t do all that.” A few years later I could 
read, and my teacher said to me, “A long time 
ago you told me you couldn’t read and now 
you can read really well.” 

I first started Membury School at the age 
of eight. - - It was a great shock to me, 
moving from a school with about 60 children 
in it to a tiny school consisting of just over 
20 pupils. I didn’t speak much, or mix with 
anyone other than my buddies, but gradually I 
got used to the people around me and started 
talking to more people. 

We’ve had a very eventful few months at Membury 
Primary Academy. Thankfully the weather was kind for our 
last half term of school and so we were able to engage in 
plenty of enrichment and outdoor activities. Before I run 
through the exciting activities that we have engaged in, 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the many 
members of our local community that support us at special 
events and throughout the school year, particularly our 
wonderful governors who we appreciate so much. Please 
take a moment to look at our ‘Thank you’ board at the 
rear of the church. The children have written thank you 
prayers for the many people who help us at school.
At the beginning of June, we were fortunate enough to 

have the ‘Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty’ group come to spend the day with the children. The 
children were interested to hear about the insect, bird, plant, 
and pond life on our very doorstep in the Blackdown Hills. 
We explored our school grounds and identified many of the 
species that we were told about. In the afternoon a local 
artist, Monica Shanta Brown came to work with the children. 
They created prints of insect and animal life which will be 
included in a public exhibition from September 15th-29th at 
Blackdown Healthy Living & Activity Centre in Hemyock.
On the June 14th, we took our KS1 and KS2 children to 

‘Clip and Climb’ indoor climbing centre at Exeter Quay. This 
was a fantastic day, during which the children were able to 
scale 11-meter high climbing walls. We were amazed at the 
determination and perseverance our children showed. Every 
child came away proud of themselves for coming out of 
their comfort zone and rising to the challenge of climbing. 
We then ate our lunch outdoors on the quayside, enjoying 
the sun.
Our community sports morning organised by ‘Go Active’ was 

a great success. The children, parents, community members 
and governors enjoyed a morning of archery, fencing and 
multi-skilled activities. It was great to see young and ‘not 
so young’ engaging in sports activities together. The weather 
was particularly hot that day so thank you, parents, for the 
loan of shade tents for the children. The children greatly 
enjoyed fencing with their parents and some discovered 
talents that they were not aware they had!
June 27th saw our KS2 children travel to Marshwood 

Primary School, one of our partner schools within the 
Academy Trust. We competed in a handball tournament 
against other schools in the trust including Chardstock, 
St Andrews, Loders Primary, Axminster Primary and Mrs 
Ethlestons Primary. Handball is a game in which two teams 
of seven players each pass a ball using their hands with the 
aim of throwing it into a floor level goal. We are pleased to 
announce that we came first! The KS2 children showed great 
concentration and sportsmanship throughout the tournament. 
As you can imagine, we were very proud of them.
On July 4th, we visited Magdalen Farm in Winsham, which 

is an organic farm that helps people from across the 
community to engage with nature, better understand the 
environment and sustainable living through education and 
eco-adventures. The children were able to dress a scarecrow, 
water vegetables, harvest potatoes, feed pigs and goats, 
collect eggs and make pizza in an outdoor pizza oven. The 
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CATERING  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS

DELICIOUS  LOCALLY  SOURCED  FOOD

•  Meals  for  the  freezer

•  Dinner  parties

•  Weddings

•  Funerals

Contact  Abbey  on:    07930  943  986

ABBEY ’S  

COUNTRY  

KITCHEN

AUTUMN
pizzas were topped with tomatoes grown on the farm and 
herbs picked in the vegetable garden. The older children 
learned about food miles and how local production of food is 
best for the environment. 

On July 10th we held our first music festival in the 
village hall. Our theme was ‘Water’. The children put on a 
wonderful concert with songs such as ‘Somewhere over the 
Rainbow’, ‘Surfin’ USA’, ‘I can see clearly now’ and ‘The Big 
Ship Sails’. Thank you to the parents for your support at 
this concert. It meant so much to the children that there 
were so many parents there to watch. We aim to make the 
music festival a yearly occurrence, as it was such a success. 

Our Year 1 and 2 children took part in a multi-skills event 
organised by Go Active at Chardstock, St Andrews school. 
Unfortunately the weather was not so kind as our previous 
outdoor sports activity days, but we enjoyed ourselves 
nevertheless! The children moved round 10 different stations 
and scored points for each activity assisted by Year 6 
children from St Andrews. Again, we were so proud of their 
incredible sportsmanship and behaviour. 

Finally, we held our annual leavers service attended by 
Father Geoffrey during which we said a goodbye to our 
leavers for this year. Many tissues were needed as we 
talked about the wonderful qualities that each of our 
leaving children brought to Membury and how we will miss 
them. We wish our leavers the very best for their futures 
and know that they will be assets to their new schools. Our 
Pre-School graduation and certificate assembly was a lovely 
end to the term. Every child was awarded a certificate for 
something that they achieved this academic year.

This September will see a staff change, with Tracey 
Leganski, our headteacher becoming head at St Andrews 
Primary, Chardstock, in addition to Membury Primary. The 
general day to day running of the school will be passed to 
myself, Emily Scriven. Tracey will be in regular contact with 
the school and will be visiting weekly. We welcome a new 
member of staff to the KS2 class, Mrs Megan Cowan. The 
children have met Mrs Cowan in the Summer term and I 
know that she is thrilled to be working with them. 
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 GK Plumbing & 
Heating Services 
 • All aspects of plumbing 

work  
 • Repairs and installations 
 • Power �ushing 
 • Bathrooms & wet rooms  —            

  designed and installed including 
tiling,electrics and plastering 

Tel: 07896 344457 
Evenings 01297 32466
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I had been reminded this particular morning that our 
school was holding a music festival and had sent out 
invitations to the village as well as parents and friends 
to come and see them in the village hall.  It was that 
afternoon!   

There were plenty of Mums and Dads there when 
I arrived. Seating had been put out. I was given a 
programme by a pupil and took my seat. The front cover 
of the programme had a very colourful design with 
umbrellas, a rainbow, children singing, 
musical notes etc.  ‘Membury Music 
Festival’ was in large colourful letters 
together with the date and time. 
Emma was its designer.  

The theme the school children 
had decided on was WATER. The 
programme order specified which 
year group was performing, although 
each song was introduced by a 
staff member. It was explained by 
the head teacher that the children 
had dedicated the song ‘London’s 
burning’ to the people who had died 
in the recent fire there. Key stage 2 
children would be playing recorders 
whilst key stage 1 sang. They had 
had a mini project on the Great Fire 
of London a while before and had 
enjoyed singing this song.  London’s 
burning was the last in the section, which began with 
Petal with Rainbow Rock. She knew all the words off 
by heart. Then the Pre-School sang Row ‘row, row, your 
boat’ in boats! I was amazed at the confidence and 
musical ability of all the children. Recorders were in 
tune and so were the voices. A great start!

 ‘Singing in the rain’ was next with everyone taking 
part and having fun with all the twirling and opening 
and closing of the umbrellas. KS1 Sang ‘The big ship 
sails’ next with lots of actions followed by ‘Surfin’ USA. 
This made the audience laugh as the children had 
dressed up in all types of seaside costumes including 
snorkels and wetsuits! The dancing in this song had been 
brilliantly choreographed.  

The penultimate song was ‘Over the Rainbow’ and 
this was dedicated to the people who had died in the 
Manchester bombing. It was beautifully sung by the 
whole school and what a rainbow! The whole audience 
were then asked to go and sit on the floor with the 
children and join in with the last song ‘ I can see clearly 
now’ - a good song to finish the Music Festival with.  

Looking at the faces of the audience I could clearly 
see that they had enjoyed themselves immensely, as 
I had. The children had worked so hard to perfect 

Membury Primary Academy’s Music Festival July 10th
from Judy Martin

the routines and the songs had all been learnt. The 
memory I took away with me was that of the whole 
school thoroughly enjoying what they were doing, and 
I came away with a huge smile on my face and thought 
how lucky I had been not to have missed this well- 
performed festival. 
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Membury Primary Academy is taking a well-earned 
break after a very active summer term. Besides 
coping with yearly assessments, the children have 
been busy preparing their entries for the Village 
Flower Show, competing in an amazing range of 
sporting activities including fencing and archery at 
the Community Sports Morning, arranging a display 
of their work in the church, and taking part in a very 
good-natured end-of-term sports day. But for me, 
their outstanding achievement was the sportsman-
like behaviour of the Years 3 and 4 Handball Team 
at the Acorn Academy Tournament where the 
children gracefully decided to hand their trophy to the 
runners-up because they felt that including our 3 older 
children to make up a full team gave them an unfair 
advantage. We were all so proud of them.
In July the parents and the village were invited to the 

school’s Music Festival. How do the staff and children 
find time to organise and take part in such outstanding 
events? This time the singing and dancing were 
themed around “Water” and one item was their 
interpretation of “Over the Rainbow,” recently sung 
by Ariana Grande, which they also dedicated to 
those affected by the Manchester bombing. As they 
sang, the multi-coloured ribbons became a beautiful 
rainbow. All the performers were so happy; their 
enthusiasm was infectious.
It was good to see parts of the concert repeated 

in Church at the Leavers’ Service, when we said 
goodbye to Emily, Claire and Wiktor. We wish them 
every happiness in the future.
In the last article I commented that we were holding 

interviews for the appointment of a new teacher. The 
Panel and the children were unanimous in their choice 
and we are most happy to welcome Megan Cowan 
to teach Key Stage 2 next term. Please introduce 
yourselves to her at our community events.
Last time I also mentioned the appointment of our 

two new community governors, Molly Barrell and Sara 
Cranfield. Alongside the other governors, they have 
been kept busy, attending meetings and courses, 
invigilating SATs and becoming rapidly involved in 
school activities.
And finally… may I congratulate my joint chair, 

Naomi Doble on the arrival of her gorgeous young 
son, Barnaby.

BELL RINGING

19

Our PTFA is a group that organises events throughout 
the year to raise money for the school. Money is spent in 
a variety of  ways to enhance the education of  children at 
Membury Primary Academy. Over the last few years, we 
have funded numerous trips, including most recently a 
whole school trip to the Magdalen Project, a large selection 
of  new books for the library, and a mud kitchen and 
cooking equipment for our pre-school. The PTFA is not just 
a fund-raising body, though; it also assists in organising 
parental help in school and brings parents and teachers 
together in social events.

All parents are automatically considered members of  the 
PTFA and are invited to play a full part in its activities. All 
are invited to its Annual General Meeting and can seek 
election to the committee; new committee members are 
always welcome – why not come along and join us? It’s 
a great way to meet new people and to get to know the 
school. 

If  formally helping to organise events is not for you, 
please remember you can still make an invaluable 
contribution by supporting our events. Perhaps you could 
help by occasionally baking cakes, selling raffle tickets or 
helping at a school event? Any support you can give will 
help us maximise the learning experience of  our children 
here in Membury.

AUTUMN
PTA

from Chantelle Soutar
School Governors’ Report

from Jenny Beaman (Joint Chair)

2017
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On Friday, June 9th Phase One of the new play 
equipment was officially opened...by the children 
themselves, who ran through the red ribbon all 
together! It was a lovely celebration, including ice 
lollies for all.
The new play equipment comprises two double swing 

sets (one for young toddlers, one for children) and a 
large wooden castle, complete with slide, monkey bar, 
climbing net, lookout and climbing wall. There is still 
a large mown grass area, too – ideal for football, 
cricket (or even croquet, which I’ve seen being played 
there!)
None of this would have been possible without 

donations from: The Big Lottery Fund, Lloyds Bank 
Community Fund, The Gibbons Family Trust, Membury 
Merrymakers, Membury Parish Council and Axminster 
Town Council, together with donations from our own 
village fundraising events such as our plant stalls. A 
big thank you to everyone.
We hope you are now enjoying this great play space 

– a lovely area for all the young people (and the 
young at heart!) of the parish, and those with visiting 
families and grandchildren to meet and play together.

 120 AUTUMN 2017

NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT 
from Joy Yapp 

CHILDREN ON NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT 
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MEMBURY PLAYING FIELD OPENING

MEMBURY PLAYING FIELD ‘’ GO’’ CHILDREN ON NEW EQUIPMENT  
WITH LOLLIES
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SHORT MAT BOWLS
from Janet Andrew

HISTORY SOCIETY
From Jenny Beaman - Secretary

22 AUTUMN

CHALLENGER FARM 
BED & BREAKFAST

 • Reasonable rates for locals
 • SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR

 • ALL EN-SUITE

01404 881255
CHALLENGERFARM@TISCALI.CO.UK
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Our season usually starts at the beginning of 
September, but this year will be delayed until the 
work in the storage room at the Hall is completed. 
Once this has been done, our usual Wednesday 
sessions will resume. We play from 7pm and welcome 
anyone interested in trying the game. You will be 
assured of a warm and friendly welcome, bowls and 
tuition provided. 
             Enquiries: 881036

Not suitable for children under 1yr 454g

CREAMED HONEY (consistency of butter, ideal for spreading) FOR SALE 
from SIMON FOSTER at BECKFORD FARM  

Tel 01404881787 /07946378794

History Society Autumn Walk Around Membury
The Membury Local History Society and the 

MerryMakers are pooling their resources and 
planning a joint venture this autumn on Saturday, 
October 14th.
The History Society has been wanting for some 

time to organise a stroll around Membury and Rock, 
led by a couple of local experts who could take the 
walkers back in time and help them picture what the 
Street looked like at different times in the village’s 
history.Their commentary could be enlivened by 
family reminiscences and we might build up a 
picture of what life was like in our village before the 
appearance of Sky aerials, flood-alarm sirens and 
defibrillator boxes. An hour or so of painless local 
social history!
We wanted to end our tour with the traditional 

History Society Cream Tea. Obviously, in Membury, 
“Who you gonna call? MerryMakers!” And the 
MerryMakers were persuaded not only to provide 
tea and cakes, but also to help us put on an 
exhibition in the Village Hall of old photographs 
to show the people who, at different times, have 
lived in the buildings featured on the walk. But, 
as a further attraction, the two organisations are 
planning to invite our local craftsmen to display their 
treasured artefacts in the Hall and in the Car Park, if 
size demands and weather permits.
So - we are inviting you all to join us on Saturday, 

October 14th. We propose to start the walk at 
2.00p.m. in front of the Post Office.
Take a gentle walk down the Street in pleasant 

company and afterwards, explore our exhibitions 
with a refreshing cup of tea in your hand.
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As is the village tradition, Membury celebrated 
Oak Apple Day (officially  May 29th, but this year the 
26th to avoid the Bank Holiday) with a procession 
from the Post Office to the Church, where Charles 
II read his proclamation, under an oak bough 
hung from the tower. A little historical imagination 
is needed to explain the presence of Cromwell 
but these two then retired as great friends to the 
excellent BBQ run by Sharon and Jeremy. 

The day celebrates Charles hiding in an oak tree 
whilst fleeing from the Battle of Worcester and 
eventually escaping to France. After a number of 
attempts to find a boat at Charmouth, Charles 
was nearly captured just to the east of Bridport, as 
commemorated on the stone at Lee Lane , which 
you can see as you drive along the A35.

 Membury has hung the oaken bough from 
the church tower from time immemorial and the 
procession has taken place for many years. Oak 
Apple Day is still celebrated in a few other villages 
in England but your Charles refuses to dress like the 
Garland King at Castleton in Derbyshire. The day is 
also called in some parts of the country Shick Shack 
Day or Oak and Nettle Day

 2

OAK APPLE DAY
From Mike Capper, Chair - History Society

CHARITY NEWS
From Penny Pritchard
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Thank you from Andy and I to every one 
who supported our Open Garden on the 

1st and 2nd July. We had a great weekend 
with over 300 visitors and raised just 

over £2,000 for charity.
Thank you, in particular, to the people 
who helped with lunches and teas and 

one or two visitors who helped while they 
were here!



SPRING  2016 1 1
TRAVELLER’S TALES - A Trip to Morwellan Quay 
from Bill & Jean Foster

24

On July 4th, over thirty members and friends 
of the History Society left Membury at 9.0pm, 
and after a short en-route tea break, arrived at 
Morwellan Quay near Tavistock at about 11.30 
am.  Set on the tidal section of the River Tamar in 
a beautiful heavily-wooded, rocky valley, the Quay 
village is four miles west of Tavistock  and shows 
life in Victorian times. Main exports were copper, 
tin, some silver, lead and zinc. 

The village consists of several cottages, a small 
school, Assay office*, a cooperage, a rope mill, a 
large over-shoot water wheel, a bakery, a public 
house, a Methodist church, a couple of big quays, 
a railway leading to a copper mine, as well as 
souvenir shops and, surprisingly, a robust water-
powered generator. The latter had its origin in 
Victorian times. Until fairly recently, Mary Tavy was 
a centre of water turbine manufacture. 

The informative Assay workshop revealed the 
method of getting copper ore from the Dartmoor 
and local mines – not much ore from a lot of rock!

Early in the afternoon, our group took the train 
to the copper mine. We were welcomed by an 
excellent, well-informed and humorous guide, who 
packed us into a cramped, wire-meshed primitive 
train. The hour-long journey made us aware of 
how hard life was for our Victorian forbears, noisy, 
dangerous, with long hours and poor pay. 

On our journey to Tavistock, we passed Lydford, 
famous for its gorge, Castle and Stannary (tin) 
courts. Well worth a trip, the gorge is a rugged 
walk embracing the 90-feet high “White Lady” 
waterfall, the torrid “Devil’s Cauldron” and 
peaceful, trout-laden pools. 

Out homeward route took us over the centre of 
Dartmoor, via Princetown and Moretonhampstead. 
Such impressive views were a fitting conclusion 
to a memorable day out, full of memories for Jean 
and me, because the first home we bought was in 
Tavistock in 1964, at a price of £2,500!

*Assay Office: where the ore was tested for 
composition and quality

Further details of Morwellan Quay can be found 
on the internet

AUTUMN 2017
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LIKE MINDS
from Margaret Bulpitt
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In June we met at Liz’s and our topic for discussion was 
‘Have you ever been inspired to travel by a book that you 
have read?’ – and the answer was yes, many of us had. 
The books that inspired us ranged from ‘The Road to Little 
Dribling’ by the American-born author Bill Bryson which 
gives his humorous take on the best and worst of Britain, 
Gerald Durrell novels which gave rise to a TV series - even 
reading travel brochures in our younger days and forming 
ideas of our dream destinations! For those of you who have 
a yen to travel to more exotic parts we can recommend 
the following reads: ‘Frontiers of Heaven’ (tales of author 
Stanley Stewart’s travels through China) ‘To a Mountain in 
Tibet’ by Colin Thubron (the mountain in question being 
Mount Kailas, the most sacred mountain in the world) and 
for the gardeners amongst us ‘Gardens of Marrakesh’ by 
Angelica Gray, which has stunning photography including 
the YSL-designed Majorelle Garden.

In July ,we held our ‘Summer Social’ at Pat’s new house 
in Raymonds Hill. The weather was kind to us and we were 
able to spend most of the evening in Pat & David’s very 
attractive garden and enjoy the magnificent views over 
the Devon countryside. As usual we all provided a dish 
for the buffet meal and Pat very kindly provided the wine 
(we also managed a glass of fizz on arrival). The savoury 
dishes in the main Buffet were delicious, as always, and 
afterwards the puddings proved to be an irresistible treat 
(many thanks to all who contributed). Most of the group 
were able to attend plus two guests - Barbara who was one 
of the founding members of Like Minds and Linda who is 
Jenny’s cousin from Kent. At the end of the evening Linda 
discovered that she lived very close to where Anne had 
once lived although they had never met before. Thank you 
once again for a lovely evening, Pat & David, and we wish 
you much happiness in your new home.

Our meetings will commence again in the autumn with 
discussions in September, October and November leading 
up to our Christmas Meal in December at a local restaurant. 
We would be delighted if some new members would join us 
for one or all of the meetings. (contact Margaret Bulpitt on 
01404 881719 for further details)

Now there’s something! It has been brought 
to my attention that The Times in a leading 
article has acknowledged what we all know 
that “singing is good for the soul and good for 
the lungs.” Evidently, more people sing in choral 
groups than play amateur football; that speaks 
volumes too! 
All those who come along on Friday evenings at 6.00 

for an hour of vocal activities will testify that they do 
feel better both mentally (well, some do anyway) and 
physically. This results from learning to use your lungs a 
little more than the 30% that most of us do, learning to 
listen more than the normal “just hearing” that most of 
us do and of course having a great deal of fun, laughing 
and achieving. And all this before we start rehearsing 
the 20 odd songs we are performing for the charity 
concert at Tatworth Church on September 16th. (See 
poster)
Why the Tree Heart at the beginning of this article? 

Because we love singing, our concert theme is Love 
Songs through 
time and the 
charity we 
are supporting 
this year is 
the British 
Heart 
Foundation. 
Oh, and Elvis 
sang about 
a Wooden 
Heart. Come 
along and try 
for yourself, 
you’ll find 
you love 
singing with 
the Raucous 
Chorus (our 
performing 
name), too! 

S4
YH

from Richard Barrell
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BOULES TOURNAMENT

from P Tank PLUVIUS 
The fifth annual Membury Merrymakers Boules 

competition took place on Saturday,  August 12th at the 
local Boules pitch, a.k.a  ‘The Car Park.’

About 30 residents and guests took part, in reasonable 
weather, and enjoyed a few hours of sometimes skilful, 
sometimes cunningly erratic boules. It was noticeable that 
age is no barrier to success in this game, and a five-year-
old and a seven-year-old showed such flashes of skill that 
even their grandparents were left muttering! 

Following an excellent shared lunch in the Village Hall, 
the finals took place, and, amidst great excitement the 
young and not so young team ‘Les Memburianos’ were 
declared the winners. Flora Mcillroy, Katy Henderson 
and Nigel Cook received the winners’ prizes and a special 
prize was awarded to the above-mentioned youngest 
participants, Josh and Isabel, grand children of Rob and 
Sue Thompson.

The Merrymakers chairman, Nigel Cook, thanked all 
those present for making the event such a success and 
for providing the food, which we all shared. Thanks were 
also extended to the folk of Membury for removing their 
cars from the car park, and also to Patricia and Nat for 
organising the tournament. Roll on next year!

2017

Rainfall figures for 
the past 3 months:
 May   65.0 mm – 2.56”  (Average 74.80 mm – 2.94”)
 June  73.9 mm – 2.91”  (Average 68.24 mm – 2.69”) *
 July   79.1 mm – 3.11”  (Average 68.26 mm – 2.69”) *
* It’s strange that June & July’s averages are almost 
identical.

May saw some rain on 19 days with thunder 
on the afternoon of the 1st and lightning (but 
no rain) in the early hours of the 27th. There 
was heavy rain on the 16th, 17th  and 18th, 
and though there were floods in Yeovil on the 
19th,  we had only 0.1 mm (little more than a 
trace).

It rained on 17 days in June with 27.6 mm 
(over an inch) and gales on the 5th. From the 
11th  to 23rd it was almost totally dry and 
there was a heatwave from the 17th  to 21st. 
The maximum shade temperature I recorded 
was 31°C (87.8°F) but of course it was much 
hotter in the full sun. The sea at Seaton 
warmed up sufficiently to allow Mrs Pluvius 
(and me) our first swim on June 18th, exactly 
a month earlier than last year. We were rather 
pleased with ourselves until we remembered 
that a certain Membury resident had started in 
January!

There was some rainfall on 19 days in July 
but very little until the 11th, which saw 22.4 
mm (nearly an inch).

We had thunder and 6.3 mm (1/4 inch) on 
the evening of the 18th  but luckily avoided 
the downpour suffered by Coverack.

At the time of writing (August 2nd) the 
weather is distinctly autumnal with heavy rain 
and strong winds.

Will summer have returned by the time you 
read this, I wonder?
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

from Derek Eades 
ALL SAINTS & DISTRICT WI

from Sandra Lynn

2017

It was exactly a year ago, on June 30th 2016  that I came 
home after my stroke. Like me, you might think it would be 
a good thing to come home again after about eleven weeks 
in three different hospitals, but it wasn’t to start with, as it 
turned out. I was cautioned by an experienced nurse but 
she refused to explain, only saying “Don’t get too excited! ”, 
which in many ways upset me a little. When the great hour 
arrived and after all the usual goodbyes and “thank yous” 
were done ( not easy, as many of the staff work at night)  
and twenty-five miles later there was my house and home, 
what’s the problem?   

Prior to my arrival a man had fitted a rail up the stairs, 
handles appeared in bathrooms and shower rooms and on 
doors, also two stools in the bathroom! !  I would have done 
all these things in normal times, getting old. It did indeed 
seem odd. Perhaps this was what the nurse was referring 
to? Well, no, it wasn’t.   

After maybe a week I realised what she meant. In all my 
hospitals I could not see much out of the windows ( when 
you’re really ill, you don’t give a hoot)  But now all I could do 
was sit in chairs and look out, but at what? At all the things 
you can never do again, that’s what!  There’s my car and 
the shed with my bike, a fish pond I can’t get to, just look 
at all that gardening! !  ( Not all bad, a stroke, see) . Lots and 
lots of things I will not ever do again and you can get really, 
really depressed about it, believe me. ( So that’s what the 
nurse knew but wouldn’t say! )    

What to do about it? Reach for the twelve bore? Ain’t 
gonna happen, folks ( heard that before?)  Stay strong and 
stable ( heard that before?)  Or go see a shrink? ( Never 
done that before! )  Actually, it turned out to be one of the 
best things I have done. The organisation in Axminster is 
called ARC. You access it via your doctor, I recommend it if 
you have a problem.    

‘Five Men in My Life’ was the title of a lively talk given by 
Kate Norbury to the members of the All Saints & District 
WI this month. The first was her Grandfather with his 
love of antiques and Shakespeare; then there was her 
Father, who was a chef and loved entertaining friends and 
family, and the source of her own interest in food; next 
came a boyfriend who persuaded her to leave hospitality 
training and study to become a radiographer which, to her 
surprise, she loved. This led to her becoming a research 
radiographer, which in turn led to her suggesting that 
doctors were trained to understand radiography. She was 
offered a part time job and also did research into lung 
machines. The fourth man was a Naval Officer, who Kate 
married and moved to Sussex. She initially filled her time 
working in an antiques shop and joining the WI; but then 
she was encouraged by her husband to apply for a two-
week Home Economist post in Plymouth. She got the job 
on the spot, and recipe demonstrations led to developing 
recipes for pensioners, which resulted in a ten-week 
BBC programme in Southampton. Later, she worked in 
Denmark and learned how to freeze food, becoming an 
author on the subject. The University of Surrey won a bid 
to set up and run a course which linked the value of food 
to the human body and Kate was asked to be the course 
co-ordinator.  

Kate’s husband passed away and she later married again.  
She and her new husband (the fifth man) decided to set up 
an antiques shop on the ground floor of their house to sell 
off their antique furniture and seven years later...

Bonny Sartin of The Yetties will be entertaining us at the 
next meeting of the All Saints & District  WI.  This is an Open 
Meeting (so anyone and everyone is welcome) on 

Tuesday, September 12th at 2.30pm in All Saints Village Hall.

THANKS
From Roger Clemens: 

Thanks to 
everybody who 

helped me celebrate 
my birthday on  

July 1st.  
A wonderful time – 
cards and presents 
much appreciated. 
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WHY?
If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled?

If love is blind, why is lingerie so popular?

Why is the man who invests all your money called a   
 broker?

Why is a person who plays the piano called a pianist   
 but a person who drives a racing car not called a racist?

Why do ‘overlook’ and ‘oversee’ mean opposite things?

Why isn’t the number 11 pronounced onety one?   

 If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen defrocked,   
 doesn’t it follow that electricians can be delighted,   
 musicians denoted, cowboys deranged, models   
 deposed, tree surgeons debarked, and dry cleaners   
 depressed?

 No one ever says, ‘It’s only a game’ when their team is   
 winning.

 Why, if you send something by road, is it called a   
 shipment, when if you send it by sea, it is called cargo?

2017

Tel: 01392 201210

YOUNG 
FARMERS CLUB

Yarcombe and District 
YFC celebrated their 70th 
anniversary with a weekend of 
events on the 23/25th June. 
The weekend started with the Anniversary Ball 
on Friday, June 23rd at Hugginshayes Farm. 
Over 500 people attended the black tie event 
with money raised going towards our charities 
for 2017: Exeter’s Neonatal Unit, Musgrove’s 
Neonatal Unit and Over the Wall.  Attendees 
danced to The Lateshift and Your Perfect Night, 
were served food by the Sidmouth Arms, Upottery 
and drinks by Heywood Bars. 

On Sunday, a celebratory lunch was held with 
400 past, present and future members attending.  
Attendees enjoyed a 2 course lunch by Cottage 
Caterers followed by speeches including from the 
guest speaker James Morrish (Kivells Auctioneer 
and former Activities Chairman of the National 
Federation of Young Farmers). A commemorative 
photo was taken by Martin Smith Photography of 
the Chairmen, Secretaries and Treasurers of the 
past 70 years. A thoroughly enjoyable weekend 
was had by all those who attended. A massive 
thank you goes to all those who supported the 
weekend, current and past members, families and 
friends who gave up their time to help prepare for 
the weekend events and made sure everything 
ran smoothly. The club is in such a strong position 
because of the people supporting it and without 
the support we would never have been able to 
celebrate the 70th Anniversary in the way we did.  

Additionally, on  July2nd,  the men’s 5-a-side 
team travelled up to Stafford for the National Final. 
The boys came a fantastic 3rd, so well done to the 
squad – David Laramy, James Vinning, Matthew 
Broom, Neil Parris, Oli Hine, Robert Dyer and Tom 
Olive! 

UPCOMING EVENTS:
September 23rd  Harvest Supper at Manor 

Rooms, Upottery. More details to follow

For more information about Yarcombe & 
District YFC contact our Chairman Liam Dare on 
07854404821 or our secretary Sarah Broom on 
07557514453.

Laura Dare, Press Secretary
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FRIENDS of IRONY

AUTUMN

 

 
Philip J Pearce 
Quality Fishmonger 

 
The mobile fish shop calls to 

existing customers in the  
Membury area every 

Wednesday morning between 
9am and 9.45am 

 
The fish shop also calls every 

Wednesday to the 
Post Office and Stores  

 
Orders can be left with Jeremy and 
Sharon at the Post Office or please 
contact me to arrange a call directly 

to your home  
 

Mob: 07831 368798 
Home: 01460 67721 

 
 
 
 
 

2017



SPRING  2016 1

three again, covering one third with another third 
rather like making puff  pastry. 

Repeat this three times at ten minute, or longer, 
intervals. If  the butter seems to be sticking or flowing 
out, just dust with some extra flour and push it all 
together - be relaxed about it, it is very forgiving. 

Allow to rise again and roll out ready to make into 
pastries. (I make a savoury version by rolling out an 
oblong, scattering squeezed-out defrosted leaf  spinach 
(or blanched fresh spinach), a little basil, garlic and  
grated cheddar cheese evenly over it.) 

Roll up like a long Swiss roll and slice into one inch-
thick chunks. 

Place on non-stick parchment on a baking tray for 
about an hour or until  well risen. 

Brush with beaten egg, perhaps scattering a little extra 
grated cheese on top. 

Bake at 180° till golden brown. Delicious for picnics or 
a supper dish! 

I have also made these with Goat’s cheese and sundried 
tomato which seems to work quite well, or the pastry 
can be filled with fruit, lemon curd, or almond, egg 
white and raspberries for a delicious sweet version. 
Have a go! Use good quality ingredients and see how 
satisfying it is to produce something far superior than 
the pale imitations found in a plastic box.

 1

July 2017:  a typical grey summer’s day, nothing 
warm or pleasant about it except a walk in Burrow 
Farm Gardens - beautiful and peaceful, with views 
to confirm how very fortunate we are to live in such 
a beautiful area. After a gentle walk there is nothing 
nicer than sitting down to a cup of  tea and proper 
home made-cake. I know I have a particular interest in 
home-made food, but the pleasure of  a cup of  tea and 
cake that is lacking in artificial ingredients, when you 
are out and about, is all too rare an occurrence. Burrow 
Farm Gardens score highly on all counts.

Home baking might be considered unnecessary or a 
bit of  a chore, but have you made a cake with butter, 
not margarine? There are some very nice cakes made 
with margarine, and a Victoria Sponge made with 
this is certainly light and airy, but it does not pack the 
punch that the buttery version does. I would not have 
believed what a difference a good-quality butter can 
make. I tend to use the economical variety for baking, 
but have found that items such as Danish Pastries are 
so much nicer when made with a really good quality 
product.

I have followed Nigella’s Danish Pastry recipe 
for many years, but have now decided that her  
instructions to use a food processor is quite 
unnecessary (just another piece of  equipment to wash).   

Here is my Danish Pastry, which is not as daunting as 
it might seem at first, and is really worth the effort of  
having a go. 

In a large bowl mix 350grams strong flour, a teaspoon 
of  salt and a tablespoon of  sugar. 

Add 7 grams of  dried yeast, 120mls of  cold milk and 
60mls of  hot water, plus one large egg  (the hot and 
cold end up being blood temperature, as required to 
help the yeast rise - no milk saucepan to wash!) 

Mix this up and lightly knead. 

Cut one very cold 250gram pack of  butter into 
smallish cubes and toss into the dough.

Gently mix and knead lightly. Set aside to rise till 
double its size. 

Flour your work surface and roll out the dough. The 
butter should take on a lumpy texture. 

Fold into three and turn 180°, roll again and fold into 

MEMBURY MERCURY
DEADLINES 2017/18:

Winter issue: Friday, November 4th
 (& Christmas card greetings)

Spring 2018 Issue: Friday, February 2nd
Summer 2018 Issue: Friday, May 4th
Autumn 2018 issue: Friday, Aug 3rd

AUTUMN
AUTUMN RECIPE

from Patricia Bruzon

30 2017
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Competitive Rates

Tree Climbing / Dismantling / Felling

Hedge Trimming / Laying

Pruning of Fruit Trees

Garden Clearance

All Types of Fencing

NAT’S RAMBLINGS
from Nat Bruzon

2017

Patricia says I am getting very irritable in my old age, 
and that I should change the title of my articles to ‘NAT’S 
GRUMBLINGS.’ I told her not to disturb me when I was 
busy writing, and she replied, 
“There you go again, grumbling as usual!”  It’s alright. 

She’s gone into the garden. I can continue with my 
RAMBLINGS ! My first topic today is ‘tether,’ as in  “I’ve 
reached the end of my tether.” Take a look at yourselves, 
and ask yourselves this question: “How long is my 
tether?” Should it be longer? Could it be longer? I am 
pleased to tell you that I have not, as yet, reached the end 
of my tether, and to be honest with you, I don’t really want 
to. If there was a way of knowing how long one’s tether is 
then you would know how much time you have before you 
get to the end of it.
I have tried looking on Ebay under ‘LongTethers’ but 

most of the results relate to horses, and donkeys, and 
farming (plus one or two unmentionable sites.) So I am 
no nearer finding out where one can get a longer one – 
tether, that is. What did you think I meant ? If anyone has 
any ideas on the subject, a message to the editor will be 
just fine. Likewise, if any of you have reached the end of 
your tethers with this column just tell the editor - but be 
warned, if you do, I shall start a new column, which WILL 
be entitled, ‘Nat’s Grumblings.’
I think that’s enough senseless rubbish for today. Let 

us now turn to more ‘upmarket’ rubbish. When I was a 
little boy, I always asked Santa to bring me an electric 
car, not one that I had to push manually. Eventually I got 
a little electric train. I was quite chuffed and was ever so 
grateful to Santa. By the time I was thirty-five I bought 
myself a little car (big enough to get into) which ran on 
petrol. Patricia was pleased but she soon became rather 
impatient when I had to drive fifteen 
miles to complete a two mile journey 
because I was afraid of turning right 
at roundabouts! That is all in the past 
now, but I was really pleased when I 
read in the papers the other day that 
petrol cars were to be banned and 
everyone would have to buy and drive 
ELECTRIC cars. I just hope Santa 
remembers that I was the first to ask 
for an electric car and that he brings 
me a complimentary car if I qualify for 
a “Santa gift!!”
Patricia was a bit sceptical about 

all this. She asked me to read the 
article again and check on when all 
of this was due to happen. I was 
flabbergasted -totally and completely 
flabbergasted! I turned round to face 
her, and with amazement on my face 
I said...”I’m flabbergasted.!’  Why, you 
may ask? I’ll tell you why. Because the 
law does not come into effect until the 
year 2040!!! Do you realise how old I 
shall be in 2040? There is no way Santa 
will bring me a present when I am 99! 
Can you imagine me at that age, taking 

my driving holiday through France and Spain in my little 
electric car? Will it run on French electricity, or Spanish 
for that matter? How far between charging points? How 
do you say electricity in French? They won’t go very fast, 
these electric cars. I shall need longer holidays, and I 
probably won’t get back till I am a hundred. What about 
my card from the Queen? No - more likely to be the King. 
How will they get it to me while I wait for my electric car 
to be charged in the Dorgdone? It is all so depressing 
- I shall probably have reached the end of my tether by 
then...........
Oh, there is another brilliant initiative by the Government 

which has also shortened my tether length. Smart Meters! 
Apparently we will all have one by 2020. At least I won’t 
be that old when it happens! The Government tells us of 
the great advantage of having a ‘smart meter.’ Once you 
have it you can, just by looking at it, SEE how much using 
the electricity at any particular point is costing you - in 
clear pounds and pence ! I can just see it now. Patricia 
is busy baking cakes and telling me not to disturb her. 
I take a crafty look at the smart meter and realise that 
the last twenty minutes have cost me £17.41p. In panic 
reminiscent of Masterchef, I shout out louder than Greg 
Wallace
”Stop cooking NOW!!!’
The Government does not know Patricia. If they did, 

they would keep their smart meters well away from my 
premises, or they would get even more grief than I would 
were I to tell her to stop cooking! Anyway, there is another 
reason why no-one should have smart meters. Everyone 
at the electricity Board and their aunt would know when 
we are away on holiday and the house available for break-
ins when they look at their end of the smart meters and 
realise that we haven’t used any electricity for two weeks, 
something they can’t do at present.
That’s it. I’m done. What a load of rubbish !!!
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CLUES ACROSS
1) ERROR (5)
4) GAME’S START (4-3)
8) INDEMNIFIER (7)
9) FILM (5)
10) DISLIKE (4)
11) FOR PIANO OPERATION (8)
13) BANG AGAINST (4)
14) SQUARE MEASURE (4)
16) WONDERFUL (8)
17) ABOMINABLE SNOWMAN (4)
20) HORRID (5)
21) SPURS (7)
22) CHURCHYARD GROWTH (3, 4)
23) SEVERE (5)

CLUES DOWN
1) DREAM (6, 2, 5)
2) KNOCK OVER (5)
3) ACADEMIC PERIOD (4)
4) NUT MEAT (6)
5) RETORT (8)
6) REMOVE (7)
7) AREA OF VISIBILITY (5, 2, 6)
12) BOSS (8)
13) TINY MISS PIGGY (4, 3)
15) CHASE (6)
18) AVOID (5)
19) YOUNG WOMAN (4)

CROSSWORD NO 6622
Solution at foot of inside front cover

 Justine Case — 
answers all your questions, email: memburymercury@hotmail.com

32

Dear Justine

We’ve had a lovely summer. The weather hasn’t always been 
perfect, but my husband and I have woken each day with no 
schedule to fulfil,(except the one we concoct over breakfast), 
no pressures to “help out” with things we don’t want to, no 
meetings to attend. Alas, Autumn is upon us, and my husband 
is looking forward to all the clubs, societies, activities and 
“pastimes” beginning again. I have to pretend enthusiasm, 
but I’m dreading it. He always seems to “volunteer” (or more 
accurately, be persuaded) into taking on boring jobs (finding 
a speaker, collecting a visitor), but is very disorganised, so the 
house is awash with paper, and not only am I expected to know 
the whereabouts of lost letters and minutes, but also to be as 
concerned as he is. What am I to do?

Wanda Peace

Dear Wanda,

It seems to me that you must make it clear that he is on his own 
in this, because you have projects of your own to follow. Dedicate a 
desk (or room, if you have one to spare) in your house, as his office, 
and put any stray paperwork of club-related activity you may find 
elsewhere in this special place. Then you can say with truth, “I put 
it on your desk”, or “in your office” and refuse to discuss it further. 
Meanwhile, dedicate your own space in the house for your own 
pastimes. And I do recommend that you have interest of your own. I 
think it was Thora Hird who said

 “You don’t stop doing things because you get old – you 
get old because you stop doing things.” If you don’t have your own 
enthusiasms at present, it may just be worth biting the bullet and 
developing a few. The halcyon days of summer may be lovely, but 
they will not survive a lifetime. You need your own purpose in life, if 
you are not to be reduced to re-locating – or, in extremis, to joining 
an enclosed order where there is nothing to disturb your peace. 

AUTUMN

Dear Justine,

My neighbour is a keen gardener, who keeps every 
bed weeded and every bush trimmed, while never 
missing an opportunity to comment on the “natural” 
look of my garden, which, even if I didn’t have other 
priorities, is a style I prefer. Even if I had the time, I 
wouldn’t opt for regimented borders and rotating 
annuals, especially the garish geraniums she has filled 
the front plot with this year,  which I dislike intensely, 
but cannot avoid looking at from my kitchen window. 
Am I within my rights to secretly put down some 
weed-killer?

Virginia Creeper

Dear Virginia, 

Your neighbour’s remarks seem to me to be an 
unspoken plea for approval, which you are not able 
to fulfil, and I appreciate your frustration. However, in 
answer to your question: I don’t think you would be 
within your rights. Presumably, the offending plants 
are not within or overhanging the border of your own 
plot, so, technically, they are not your property, and any 
“secret” plan must be considered a dishonest act that you 
do not intend, subsequently, to own up to. How about 
investing in a fast-growing shrub or bush which blocks 
your view of your neighbour’s garden, so that you can 
at least look forward to an offence-free view from your 
kitchen window in future years? Given your neighbour’s 
preference for strict order, you may even get any 
overhang trimmed for you! 

2017
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SERVICE ADVERTISER TELEPHONE

Bed & Breakfast Challenger Farm B&B 01404 881 255
  Boiler Repair & Service David Reed 01297 443321

  Builders & Building Conservationist James Strong 07970 366 593
Car servicing, MOT , tyres Retter’s Garage 01460 66744

Catering for all occasions Abbey’s Country Kitchen 07930 943 986
  Chimney sweep Alexander the Grate 01460 261156

Cleaning, Ironing/Pet Sitting Service Felicity Hartnell 01404 881640
  Co-operative market Axminster Country Market 01404 881 725

  Decorators Axminster Decorating 01297 33196
  Doctors Axminster Surgery 01297 32126

  Electrical work Abron Electricals 01297 20212
Electrical & Security Installations Matrix 01460 221 884

  Estate Agents & Auctioneers Greenslade Taylor Hunt 01404 46222
Farm meat direct - Dexter beef New House Cottage, Furley 01404 881 330

  Fencing & hedgework RS Fencing 01404 881 317
Fishmonger Philip J Pearce 01460 67721

  Food - Pub & Meeting Place Membury PO & Shop 01404 881 225
  Furniture restoration & polishing Manor Antiques 01404 891 571

  Garden services Bailhache 01297 678155
  Garden services Mark Walsh 07837 986370

  Holiday cottages & some B&B Lea Hill 01404 881 881
  Holiday cottage rental Furley Cottages 01404 881 790

  Holiday lets abroad Membrillo Spain 01404 881 446
  Keyboard tuition Richard Barrell 01404 881 291

Kitchens The Hatchery Country Kitchens 01404 881472
MOT, discount tyres & repairs, servicing Retter’s Garage 01460 66744

  Re-surfacing paths, drives; gates RB Lawrence 01404 831 586
  Piano tuner William Young 01823 681 605

Plumbing & Heating & Aga/Rayburn Barry Sidaway 01297 678 166
Plumbing & Heating  Wet/Bath rooms GK Plumbing 0789 634 457

  Post Office Membury PO & Stores 01404 881 225
  Sandblasting RB Lawrence 01404 831 586

  Stationery & Printing & Art materials Axminster Printing 01297 32266
  Stoves & spares - wood burning The Stove Guru 01884 33559

Tree work & garden clearance Axe Tree Services 01297 631 256
  Tree & groundwork Ashculme Tree Surgeons 01823 353 302

  Tree Surgery & Garden services Bailhache 07747 804773
  Village Shop Membury PO & Stores 01404 881 225

  Picture Framing Drew Yapp 01404 881 556
  Windows, doors, fascias & conservatories Park Windows 01460 57367

101 - THE NEW NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER FOR DEVON AND CORNWALL POLICE. TEXTPHONE 18001 101 FOR THE DEAF, HARD OF 
HEARING OR SPEECH IMPAIRED.  ALWAYS CALL 999 IN AN EMERGENCY.

We thank our advertisers for their support. Please show your support by going ‘local’ and remember to tell them you saw their advert in the Membury Mercury.
FOR ADVERTISING THAT REALLY WORKS EMAIL: MEMBURYMERCURY@HOTMAIL.COM
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