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Repeat Prescriptions
Did you know we can sign up to  

re-order on the internet?
It really works.

Ask the surgery for details.

VILLAGE CAR PARK
Please Note:

The car park in front of the Village Hall 
is intended for the use of visitors to the 

Village Hall, Church or School. Would 
residents who regularly use the car 

park for extended periods please make 
alternative arrangements when events 
are scheduled at any of the above.

Thank you
Parish Council

Want to 
book the  

Village Hall?    
Go to:- 

stu_jul_payne @hotmail.com
and just do it!

or phone: 01297 792437

POSTAL COPIES
You too could have a copy sent to a friend 

for just £10.00 per calendar year - and 
that includes the purchase price of £1.20 for 
the magazine.
An interesting gift!
For details, please contact us on our new 

email: memburymercury@hotmail.com

ACROSS: 6) Estate Agent, 8) Axe, 9) Dry, 10) Toddler, 12) Smear, 13) Teens, 14) Clogs, 
15) Drama, 16) Brand, 19) Ask to, 20) Takings, 21) All, 23) Hew, 24) Yellow fever.
DOWN: 1) Use, 2) Major, 3) Needy, 4) Egret, 5) End, 6) Exemplarily, 7) Transmitter, 10) 
Tangent, 11) Redress, 17) Daily, 18) Views, 19) Agree, 22) Lea, 23) Hem.

Enquiries to our new email: memburymercury@hotmail.com
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ACCESS CODE FOR THE DEFIBRILLATOR 
IS 1234.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY:
ALWAYS DIAL 999 FIRST THEN ACCESS 

DEFIBRILLATOR, AS INSTRUCTED.

ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH
 Regular monthly services

1st  Sunday 11.00am     Parish Communion
2nd Sunday 11.00am     Morning Prayer
3rd Sunday 11.00am    Parish Communion
4th Sunday 11.00am     Informal Service
5th Sunday 10.30am     Team Service 
See Diary of Events for seasonal services/other events

CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS:

SUB EDITOR &  
FRONT COVER
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VILLAGE CAR PARK
Please Note:

The car park in front of the Village Hall is 
intended for the use of visitors to the Village 
Hall, Church or School. Would residents who 

regularly use the car park for extended periods 
please make alternative arrangements when 
events are scheduled at any of the above.

Thank you - Parish Council

ACROSS: SOLUTIONS:
ACROSS: 6) Rip, 8) Impregnate, 9) Ape, 11) Moronic, 13) Pagan, 14) Carry, 15) Constellation, 16) Sabre, 
18) Cigar, 19) Octagon, 20) Mob, 23) Waterproof, 24) Eye.
DOWN: 1) Lid, 2) Spy, 3) Melon, 4) Uncomplicated, 5) Attic, 7) Impersonal, 10) Laboratory, 11) Maestro, 
12) Captain, 17) Eclat, 18) Co-opt, 21) Woe, 22) Aft.

SUB EDITOR: Richard Barrell
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DIARY OF EVENTS Editorial

∆ = Bring your own drink!

LM* = Like Minds?       

VH = Village Hall

S4YH = Sing For Your Health

WELCOME:
to Lewsley Farm

Tricia and Davis Noyes, and Canterbury, the dog

to Old Orchard
Clive & Corinne Vincent, and dogs Benny & Gemma

DECEMBER
1st S4YH 6.00 VH
3rd PTFA: Christmas Lunch 12.30pm VH
     MM: Pantomime rehearsal 4.30 pm
3rd Church: Christingle Service 3.00pm
4th Watercolour workshop  2.00pm – 4.00pm   
 Colecroft Cottage
4th Moviola  7.00 for 7.30pmVH
5th School: Nativity Play Church
MM: Pantomime rehearsal 6.30pm
8th S4YH 6.00 VH
     MM: Public Meeting Re: Mercury 7.15 VH
10th MM: Pantomime rehearsal 4.00pm
12th MM: Pantomime rehearsal 6.30pm
14th School: Art Exhibition 5.30pm
15th S4YH 6.00 VH
16th Christmas Cracker 5.30pm VH
17th MM: Pantomime rehearsal 4.00pm
     Church: Carol Service 7.00pm
22nd Carols outside the PO
25th Church: Christmas Day service 10.30pm
31st MM:New Year’s Eve Party 8.0pm VH
JANUARY
2nd MM: Pantomime rehearsal 6.30pm
7th MM: Pantomime rehearsal 4.00pm
8th Parish Council VH
9th Flower Show 2.00pm AGM VH
     MM: Pantomime rehearsal 6.30pm
14th MM: Pantomime rehearsal 4.00pm
18th MM: erection of stage for Pantomime
19th MM: Pantomime rehearsal 6.30pm
21st MM: Pantomime rehearsal 10am – 4.00pm
22nd MM: Pantomime tech. rehearsal 6.30pm
23rd MM: Pantomime rehearsal 6.30pm
24th MM: Pantomime dress rehearsal 7.30pm
25th MM: Pantomime 7.30 VH
26th MM: Pantomime 7.30 VH
27th MM: Pantomime 7.30 VH
MARCH
3rd PTFA:Casino Evening (PTFA) 8.00pm  VH

December again! Can you believe it? Just in case you can’t, you 
will find your Christmas card tucked between the pages (thanks to 
Sarah Clemens for the art work, and to all those contributors whose 
greetings are printed within) and we’re representing a popular 
Christmas carol on the front cover of the magazine. (If you really 
can’t work out what it is, the answer appears at the end of this 
editorial.)

The year has seen a lot of changes in Membury, comings and 
goings, and, in true Membury style, we offer a hearty welcome 
to those who have joined our community. Of course, the Mercury 
itself is not exempt from change, either, and, like much of the 
country, we have to face the reality of rising costs and falling 
revenue, tightening our belts accordingly. Initially, this has meant 
reducing our page count, so we are sending Justine on an extended 
cruise, and prioritising items from within the parish boundary. 
We apologise to our neighbours, who have regularly written 
for us over the years, and thank them for their contributions. 
We know from your reactions and comments that you value the 
Mercury in its present format, and so you are all invited to a public 
meeting at 7.15pm in the Village Hall on Friday, December 8th to 
discuss additional ways of funding the Mercury so that the whole 
burden is not shouldered by the hard-working MerryMakers (see 
Treasurer’s report on p 7.) We are confident that, with your ideas 
and observations, we can continue to maintain the present quality 
of the magazine, which owes as much to the high standard of the 
submissions as to the high expectations of the editorial team. If 
you are not able to attend the meeting, we would be pleased to hear 
your suggestions and observations beforehand by e-mail, telephone 
or a note in our PO pigeonhole. Please put your name to your 
messages, unlike a reader responding to an item in our last issue. 

Humour is a very individual thing, the same remark or story 
drawing uproarious laughter from some, while others remain 
unmoved, or even upset. We seriously try to make sure that what 
goes into the magazine will offend no-one. Naturally, we do not 
always succeed, but we can rely on our readers to let us know 
either in conversation or through the Mercury e- mail if they think 
we have overstepped the boundary of good taste. Posting a torn-
out page on a public notice-board with a threat to report us to the 
police is not the way Membury folk usually act, so we are unable to 
apologise personally to the reader who took such offence. Whoever 
you are, we are sorry to have upset you – but we think you have 
misread the intention.

Despite all this, we think you will find much to inform and 
entertain you in the following pages. You may find items in a 
slightly different order than previously, but don’t worry – it’s all 
there! The centre-page feature this time is dedicated to the Church, 
giving you some glimpses of its work that seem particularly apt 
as we celebrate Christmas. We have the usual reports from other 
organisations, telling us of their own celebrations and concerns, 
and, in the later pages, some observations on the world around 
us: Roger Clemens begins a new series, “Wayfaring”, on p 24, 
and Astronomy and Green Corner also make an appearance. It’s 
always interesting to read of other residents’ experiences, and, as 
well as Travellers’ Tales, we have a report on what it’s like to be 
filmed while building your own house on p 25. We conclude this 
issue with a little humour that we hope all will share, before the 
Crossword.               cont. page 2
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So – it’s happened. Long years of warning and “what if?” 
discussions have given way to the event itself, and we have 
become a village without a shop or a pub. Church and school 
still remain, thankfully, and we must take good care of them, 
but it goes without saying that our own Post Offi ce and Stores, 
in all its incarnations, is going to be sadly missed, and we are 
going to have to fi nd other ways, not only of buying groceries, 
collecting the newspaper, and posting letters and parcels, 
but of publicising events and selling tickets, and, perhaps 
most importantly, communicating with each other. But where 
there’s a will–   

The MerryMakers already provide a “pop-up” pub, and the 
Village Hall has facilitated a “pop-up” Post Offi ce counter 
on Friday afternoons and a regular newspaper delivery (see 
“After Membury Stores” on p2). This magazine will have 
been collected by your distributor from a different place, and 
the Christmas card verses (see p 26) can be left somewhere 
other than the PO. All that being said, though - we will miss 
it tremendously; just how much is evident in the central pages 
feature which, this time, couldn’t be anything other than - the 
Post Offi ce and Stores. Quite a crowd turned up to say goodbye 
on August 4th, and to witness the presentation to Sharon and 
Jeremy. We wish them well in their well-deserved retirement, 
and hope to see them at village events. 

 The village has other issues, too, which seem to be 
symptomatic of 21st century long–distance government. Alex 
Tasker and his hard working team have now handed their 
responsibilities for the Membury Neighbourhood Plan to the 
Parish Council and the plan seems to have met a brick wall 
in the form of present-day bureaucracy and rigidity of policy 
(see Mike Bell’s article on p4).  Are we going to just let this 
happen? Make sure you have your say in the referendum, if that 
becomes a reality. Roads, too, are still causing a problem (see 
PC minutes on p3 and 4). Is this because we are a small village, 
so the powers that be think we can be ignored? Perhaps its time 
to let them know otherwise.  

Moving on to happier matters: Membury has typically been 
busy over the summer, although many clubs and societies 
take a summer break. We had a Ceilidh with a fi sh and chip 
supper in June, and a splendid Flower Show, in spite of 
the diffi cult gardening conditions (see report on p19.) The 
MerryMakers hosted the 6th Boules Competition in August, 
and the assembled company had a lot of fun, not to mention a 
good lunch (see report on p 17). School kept busy right up until 
the end of term – no resting on the laurels of a good Ofsted! 
– and will welcome 5 new pupils in September. Two older 
pupils – Lily and Jess – have left for secondary school, and we 
wish them well as they prepare to meet the bigger world. We 
have had a very pretty June wedding, at which the Raucous 
Chorus provided the music during the signing of the register 
– congratulations to bride and groom, Harriet and Neil, and 
best wishes for your future happiness. Congratulations, also, to 
Dave Warner, who celebrated his 80th birthday with a surprise 
(?) party.

SEPTEMBER
4th VH Moviola: “Mary Shelley” 7.0 for 7.30pm
5th VH Bowls re-opens 7.00pm
6th VH Arts & Crafts Club re-opens 2.00pm
     Badminton re-opens  6.45pm
8th Church: Coffee Morning
15th VH  MM  Pop-up PUB and Fish & Chips  
 (car park) 6.00pm-8.00pm
22nd VH Jumble sale in aid of the Cystic  
 Fibrosis Trust 2.00pm
30th Church:Team Service at Woodbury 10.30am 
OCTOBER
2nd VH Moviola:“On Chesil Beach” 7.0 for 7.30pm
7th Church: Harvest Festival Service    
     11.0am,followed by lunch in the VH
9th  VH: Parish Council
12th Deadline for Calendar photograph  
 competition
13th Tatworth Church: Raucous Chorus in  
 Concert 7.30
14th VH 1st Pantomime rehearsal
20th VH MM Pop-up PUB and Fish & Chips  
 (car park) 6.00pm-8.00pm park 
30th VH Moviola:“The Guernsey Literary and       
     Potato Peel Pie Society” 7.0 for 7.30pm
NOVEMBER
2nd Mercury & Charity Christmas card deadline 
5th  VH History Society: Film - 
 Journey‛s End 7.30
10th VH Celebration of end of WW1    
 History Society, MM, Raucous Chorus
11th Church: Remembrance Service 10.55am
17th VH MM Pop-up PUB and Fish & Chips  
 (car park) 6.00pm-8.00pm
24th VH MerryMakers‛ Annual Quiz  7.00pm
27th VH Parish Council
KEY:-
PC:   Parish Council 
MM:   MerryMakers

◊ -   Please bring picnic to share
∆ -   Bring your own drink
VH -   Village Hall
LM -   Like Minds
S4YH -  Sing For Your Health
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Editorial cont. 
continued from Page 1

SHOP LOCALLY FOR CHRISTMAS:
Personalized Christmas Cards

Meats - turkey, bronze, bacon etc
Hams

Cheeses
Mince Pies/bread

Alcohol
Mulled wine will be available in the shop  

for £1.50 a go
(10p going to the charity of  your choice)

SHARON AND JEREMY
invite you to join them for  

Carol-singing round the tree outside the 
Post Office led by the Raucous Chorus on 

Friday, December 22nd from 6.30pm
Mulled wine and Beer available

2

We hope that you will see, from the diary and the various reports 
that there is much to look forward to in Membury in the coming 
months, and like Scrooge at the end of “A Christmas Carol,” 

 “  - - it was always said of him, that he knew how to keep 
Christmas well, if any man alive possessed the knowledge. May 
that truly be said of us, and all of us!”

Thank you, Mr. Dickens – and a Very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to all our readers

(Carol represented on the front cover: The Holly and the Ivy)

REGULAR DIARY
ARTS & CRAFTS.........Hall ........Thursday  2.00pm
BADMINTON ...........Hall .........Thursday  6.45pm
CHURCH SERVICES..... SEE NOTICE BOARD
LIKE MINDS ..Our homes ...First Thurs. in month
MOBILE LIBRARY ..opps PO..alt Friday 1.30pm
SHORT MAT BOWLS ...... Hall ..... Wed.  7.00pm
SING FOR YOUR HEALTH ..... Hall .....Friday  6.00pm

SEND YOUR NEWS & VIEWS TO US AT:

memburymercury@hotmail.com

WINTER 2017

Christmas 2017

The Last  Post  
UK 
2nd  class and 2nd  class signed for   Wed, Dec 20th    
Special Delivery Guaranteed   Thurs, Dec 21st 

1st  class and 1st  class signed for   Thurs, Dec 21st 
UK:Special Delivery Guaranteed Saturday delivery   Fri, Dec 22nd  
 
INTERNATIONAL 
International Standard and International tracking and signature services 
Africa, Middle East     Sat, Dec 2nd 
Cyprus, Malta, Far East, Eastern Europe  Wed, Dec 6th  
(except Poland, Czech Republic and Slovakia)                    
Caribbean, Central and South America  Thurs, Dec 7th  
Greece, Turkey, Australia, New Zealand  Sat, Dec 9th  
Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Poland  Wed, Dec 13th  
Canada, Finland, Sweden, USA   Thurs, Dec 14th  
Austria, Denmark, Iceland, Netherlands, Norway, Fri, Dec 15th  
Portugal,  Spain, Switzerland                                                               
Belgium, France, Ireland, Luxembourg  Sat, Dec 16th  
 
PARCELFORCE WORLDWIDE SERVICES 
Express 48     Wed, Dec 20th 
Express 24                Thurs, Dec 21st 
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100 CLUB
The winning tickets were drawn this 

month on 25th July, 2018, 
by Mrs Becky Newman from 

Stockland.
Winner of the £10 prize was 

Mrs Hugh May
Winner of the £5 prize was 

Missy Martin
Anyone who would like to participate in the draw

please contact Bill Sheppard 01404 881338 
or wesheppard @btinternet.com for details.

After Membury Stores 
From  July onwards, there will be a POP-up Post offi  ce 

in the foyer of the Village Hall on Friday afternoons from 
1.0pm – 3.0pm. off ering all the services of a permanent 
PO. Please support it – use it or lose it!

NEWSPAPERS are being delivered daily from a 
newsagent in Honiton to the pigeon-hole structure from 
the old PO, which are now situated under the porch in the 
Village Hall. If you wish to have a newspaper delivered in 
this way, please see the ad on p 5. 

From Sandra Little
Julie and I would like to thank Sharon and Jeremy for 

selling our eggs in the shop. If you require eggs in future, 
please call us on 881812 or 07921451500

FROM Daniel Lazar
We are new to the village, and  were wondering if 

anyone had set anything up to help the older residents 
of the village with odd bits of shopping after the shop 
shuts. We are retired, and still relatively young and 
sprightly, and I’d be happy to coordinate a scheme for 
volunteers to pop out on a daily or occasional basis to 
pick up necessities for people who don’t drive. Please 
get in touch (07973 560905) if you are able to help to get 
something off  the ground.

 So life goes on, in spite of changes and offi cialdom. 
Most Clubs and societies re-convene in September, and 
their reports will tell you when. Moviola (p18) has some 
interesting offerings, and plans for the 2019 pantomime are 
already well under way. The History Society, along with 
the Merrymakers and the Raucous Chorus, are planning 
a special celebration of the centenary of the end of WW1 
(see pp8 & 9.) and of course, there is the annual Quiz in 
November. Through this magazine, the MerryMakers are 
running a photographic competition to produce a 2019 
calendar for the village. This is a new venture, and profi ts 
will go towards supporting the Mercury (see p 18 for details)

It is quite noticeable how many of these events are 
organised or sponsored (like this magazine) by the 
MerryMakers. Their role in providing the village with 
communal events is crucial, but, for one reason or another, 
they are suffering from a severe lack of helpers. If you wish 
to see the village continue to be as lively and interesting 
as it is, perhaps you might consider helping out, either as a 
full committee member, or as an associate, to be called on 
at need. (See Mike Beaman’s appeal on p16 for details.) If 
you can help with just some of their events, you will be most 
welcome. 

And soon, it will be Christmas; and yes, we are running 
our usual Community Christmas Card for Charity – the 
NSPCC this time – though your contributions will have to be 
delivered to the Village Hall (see p26 for details.) Of course, 
there won’t be a Post Offi ce tree to sing carols around in the 
fi nal run-up to Christmas, either. If you have any ideas as to 
how we might replace that special village event, again, see 
p. 26. Membury has met challenges before, and will fi nd its 
way through them again. Parish Council and Village Hall 
Trustees are working together to make sure the community 
still communicates, and with your help supporting events, 
the Calendar and the Christmas card, Membury will still be a 
good place to live for all its residents. 

EDITORIAL - cont. from front page

REGULAR DIARY
ARTS & CRAFTS......Hall......Thursday 2.00pm

BADMINTON......Hall......Thursday 6.45pm

CHURCH SERVICES......SEE NOTICEBOARD

LIKE MINDS......Our homes......First Thurs. in month

MOBILE LIBRARY......5ways......alt Friday 1.30pm

SHORT MAT BOWLS......Hall......Wed. 7.00pm

SING FOR YOU HEALTH......Hall......Friday 6.00pm
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Extracts from the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

Tuesday, October 10th 2017 in the Village Hall.

Taken by Mrs. Stephanie Jones, Clerk to the Council

PRESENT: Cllrs Burrough(Chair), M.Bell, M.Burrough,  
    R. & S. Foster, P. Pearse, L.Warren, Clerk to the Council  
    & Cllr Iain Chubb.

APOLOGIES: Cllrs  R.Barrell, B.Foster, P. Diviani (EDDC),  
          PCSO H. Widger.

The opening formalities were completed unopposed. 

FOOTPATHS
The following report was read in Cllr B.Foster’s absence.

Peter Hartnell has strimmed brambles, cleared around the 
signpost and removed an obstruction from Footpath 25, and tidied 
up Footpath 10, clearing the undergrowth at the bridge. 

Victoria Strang of Yarty Farm has thanked both District and Parish 
councils for the improvements to Beckford Bridge, which is now 
wheel-chair accessible. 

A broken Bridleway signpost on Footpath 35 has been reported 
to the DCC.

REPORTS FROM COUNTY and DISTRICT COUNCILS
Residents have complained of debris left in Brinscombe Lane by 

contractors. It seems that no-one monitors the work of Skanska 
Construction UK Limited, and the PC felt strongly that work should 
be checked on completion. Cllr S.Foster said that the prioritising 
of repairs was not always logical, and that District Council could 
avoid a waste of resources by consulting Parish Councils. 

PLANNING
Cll S. Foster said that the refusal of an application for a change 

of use of holiday dwellings at Lea Hill showed inconsistency in the 
planning department, who had granted permission in other similar 
cases, and a failure to take account of the views of local residents 
as represented in the Neighbourhood Plan which recommended 
such use be allowed by local people. The Clerk was instructed 
to write to District Councillor Paul Diviani asking why he had not 
supported this application.  

QUAKER BURIAL GROUND 
It was reported that the History Society had asked if there was 

funding to have the work done professionally. If there was not, 
they would discuss forming a village working party. Some work has 
already been done, but a great deal remains. A quote was to be 
sought for the laying of a new hedge. 

MEMBURY BROADBAND 

Cllr R. Foster reported that 18-24 properties in the Beckford 
Bridge area still have not been connected, even though the 
company Connecting Devon and Somerset have £4.5m - £7m to 
allocate to the work. So far, they have only offered vouchers for 
4G Wireless connection, an inferior substitute. Cllr R.Foster has 
attended the Scrutiny Committee at EDDC and raised the matter 
with both Cllr Chubb and Cllr Diviani, but so far no reply has been 
received from CDS. 

Openreach have quoted £30.000 to carry out the work, having 
completed a viability survey. A letter is to be sent to CDS, with 
copies to Neil Parrish(MP), DCC and EDDC asking for assurances 
regarding dates and allocation of funds. 

DEVON EMERGENCY RESILIENCE GRANT (Flooding)
Cllr S. Foster reported that nothing has been spent, because no 

volunteers had come forward to use the equipment the PC had 
planned to spend the money on. Melissa Taylor is moving out of 
the village, which will leave no-one to complete the Flood Plan, co-

3WINTER 20172017

ordinate the ring-round alarm list, check flood alarm equipment or 
deal with updates. The PC decided to take ownership of the plan, 
and passed a proposal to purchase sand for residents’ use in filling 
sandbags. 

MOBILE ‘PHONE MAST 

In response to a request to ensure a reliable mobile ‘phone signal 
for Membury,it was noted that, under a landmark deal with the 
government, the 4 main networks agreed :-

-  to guarantee a £5bn investment programme

-  to guarantee voice and text coverage for 90% of the UK by   
 2017

-  to guarantee full coverage to increase from 69% to 85% of UK  
 by 2017

The PC is to monitor the situation.

LITTER BINS IN THE CAR PARK
Cllr Barrell reported in writing that since bin collection had been 

reduced to once in 3 weeks, the car park bin outside the Village 
Hall was constantly overflowing. On enquiry, Streetscene had said 
that the PC should pay for extra bins and extra rubbish collection. 
Cllr Chubb advised that it was his understanding that street bins 
should still be emptied weekly, but undertook to check this with 
EDDC.

PRECEPT/BUDGET 2018/19
A budget working party of Cllrs Barrell, Warren, R. Foster, and 

the Clerk are to prepare a provisional budget to be presented to 
the meeting in November. This will need to be confirmed by the 
meeting on January 8th in order to meet the deadline of January 
24th, 2018.

FINANCE 

The external audit had been completed, and accepted with one 
minor correction.

The closing bank balance reported for September was 
£16,724.33

HIGHWAYS REPORT
Under the Parishes Together Grant, the PC currently holds 

£456.50 for the clearance of ditches and drains, which needs to be 
spent by March 31st, 2018.

Cllr S. Foster suggested that, since that gullies are no longer 
cleared by the County, some of the money could be spent on this, 
and agreed to ask Ron Martin for a quote. In case of standing 
water remaining on the road for more than 24 hours, presenting a 
potential hazard to other road users, please contact:

 https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/

The creation of an entrance to a field on Springfield Hill has 
brought mud and debris onto the road causing nuisance and a 
potential hazard to other road users. Cllr Warren agreed to speak 
to the person who works the field.  

 AGENDA
For the meeting on Tuesday, November 28th to include:

Emergency Plan and Flood Volunteers

New Notices for the Car Park

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Cllr Burrough is to meet with the chairs of Chardstock and All 

saints, who are also in Yarty Ward. 

Complaints had again been received regarding long-term parking 
in the Village Hall car park. A notice is to go in the Mercury and 
e-mails sent to known offenders. The situation is to be monitored. 

The meeting closed at 9.56pm.
The minutes of the meeting can be found in full at memburypc.org.uk

Membury Parish Council - selected extracts
Stephanie Jones (Clerk to the Council)
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Membury Parish Council 
by Stephanie Hidson-Jones (Clerk to the Council)

EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF MEMBURY PARISH COUNCIL
Meeting on Tuesday, July 3rd 2018 at 7.30pm Membury Village Hall
Present: Cllrs D Burrough, R Barrell, M Bell, M Burrough, B Foster, and  

                  L Warren, Mrs S C J Hidson-Jones Parish Clerk
Apologies for absence 
Cllr Ruth Foster, Cllr Simon Foster, Cllr Philip Pearse, Cllr Iain Chubb 

(DCC) and Cllr Paul Diviani (EDDC)
Arising from the minutes 
Cllr Bell enquired when work would start on repairing and improving 

the entrance to the playing field. Cllr Barrell reported that Jim Blake 
would do the work at the end of July.

Footpath Report from Cllr Simon Foster A list of issues concerning 
footpaths had been sent to Ros Davies, Public Rights of Way at CC. The 
PC had funding and resources for cutting back some of the vegetation, 
but any other work needed to be completed by a contractor. Vegetation 
was being kept under control by Peter Hartnell (North end of the parish) 
and David Terry (Southern end of the parish). Philip and Danny Pearse 
had been asked to burn a path from Star Cross to Oxenways (the 
route of footpath 3) over their field of maize. Cllr Foster was auditing 
all assets on the Rights of Way and adding route discs as necessary. 
Once an asset report for DCC’s Public Rights of Way was completed, 
the county council would instruct a contractor. Cllr Foster hoped to 
complete the asset report shortly.

A letter had been received informing the parish council it had been 
awarded a Parish Paths Partnership Grant of £500 for 2018/19.

Membury Neighbourhood Plan
See separate report on p4 
The Parish Council felt that the views and wishes of residents in 

the parish had been completely ignored by both the Independent 
Examiner and EDDC, and once the response from the Housing Minister 
was received, to see if a question could be worded for the referendum 
allowing for some development in the hamlets. It would be on the 
agenda for the next meeting on August 14th. 

 To receive the Internal Auditors report
The Internal Audit by David Hinchcliffe is now complete, and can be 

viewed on the PC website .
Cllr Bill Foster left the meeting at 19.57.
Membury Parish Councils Governance Documents
The following Governance Documents for the parish council were 

received and accepted, and will be published  on the PC website: -
Asset Register     Code of Conduct      Financial Regulations     Risk 

Assessment     Standing Orders   Statement of Internal Control
Possible landing sites for the Devon Air Ambulance
Information had been circulated from Devon Air Ambulance (DAA) 

regarding working with communities to establish a network of night 
landing sites. A site could be located on a green, sports pitch, field, 
park or other open space, which needed to be a flat area of at least 
50m x 50m, with adjacent pedestrian and vehicle access. The DAA 
would survey any potential sites. Floodlighting is essential, so where 
there was no existing lights and/or infrastructure, a lighting system 
of 2 LED lights mounted on a 10m high steel column secured in a 
concrete base would be installed, powered by mains electricity or 
solar power. These could be turned on/off remotely by the Helicopter 
Emergency Medical Service dispatch team. It was suggested that DAA 
were invited to survey possible sites in the parish. 

Membury Village Car Park 
It was hoped that the new noticeboard would be fitted in place by the end 

of July/beginning of August, depending on the availability of the joiner.

Membury Merrymakers had asked for permission for sole use of the 
car park on Saturday, August 4th for the annual Boules competition, 
which was unanimously agreed. Membury Merrymakers would put 
notices up requesting local residents not to use the village car park for 
the duration of the Boules competition.

(It was noted that not all residents co-operated with this request: 
please see notice inside the front cover of this magazine. ED.) 

Membury Post Office and Stores
The post office was due to close on Wednesday, July 25th 2018. Cllr 

Barrell, as Chairman of the Village Hall Committee, had met with Post 
Office Ltd and it was agreed that a service would be provided from the 
foyer in the Village Hall every Friday afternoon between 1.00pm and 
3.00pm. starting from Friday, July 27th 

Jeremy Wallace had given notice to the PC that the telephone box 
outside the post office was sold as part of the property sale, and, though 
it would remain where it was, would now be private property with no 
access or telephone for emergency use.

Flooding Report
Cllr Bell reported that the items for the Flood Wardens emergency kit 

bags had been purchased and were being distributed. It was reported 
earlier in the year that the Engineering Projects Manager at EDDC was 
to look into and consult on problems experienced and whether the 
landowners upstream were in a stewardship scheme to see if there were 
any existing initiatives which could improve the situation downstream. 
However, there was now no money left to carry these out, though there 
may be some in next year’s budget. 

East Devon Polling Place Review 2018
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) had 

undertaken a review of the electoral wards of EDDC and as a result, the 
council needed to carry out a review of polling districts, polling places 
and polling stations in the district. As from May 2019 Membury would 
be in the Yarty Ward and the proposed polling place would be Membury 
Village Hall. As there would be no change to Membury’s Polling Place 
Councillors wished to make no representations to the review. 

Finance
Councillors decided that they did not wish to renew the subscription to 

the Campaign to Protect Rural England this year but would review it next 
year.

Bank Reconciliation as 31st May 2018
09/05/2018  Closing Balance  £18,013.2

Planning Applications
18/1230/FUL  & 18/1231/FUL - Godworthy Farm, Membury, Axminster. 
EX13 7UA 
18/1006/FUL –Bracken Greendown Axminster EX13 7TD 
18/1076/FUL –Land Adjacent to Moxhayes, Yarcombe 
18/1069/FUL – Hayes Farm, Yarcombe, Honiton EX14 9AZ 
18/0394/VAR - Lea Hill Membury Axminster EX13 7AQ
18/0873/FUL & 18/0874/LBC - West Barn Land Farm Membury 
Axminster EX13 7UE 
18/0684/VAR - Blackmores Membury Axminster EX13 7AH 
18/096/3 East Devon Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)

EDDC is consulting on the new Statement of Community Involvement 
on planning matters such as policy documents, planning applications 
and Neighbourhood Plans. Councillors did not wish to comment.

Highways
Cllr Simon Foster had taken over from Cllr Bill Foster as the Footpath 

Warden at the AGM in May and wished to step down from the role of 
Highways Warden. 

It was proposed by Cllr Bell that Cllr Mark Burrough replaced Cllr 
Simon Foster as the Highways Warden,  seconded by Cllr Barrell and 
unanimously supported.
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The plan has now successfully completed a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment with no suggestions for changes 
from the statutory bodies other than Natural England requesting 
that we emphasise our support of the landscape and 
countryside in our policies. We have achieved this by making 
minor word changes to two policies - eg changing “satisfactorily 
mitigated” to “avoided” in Policy NE1 which now reads:-
Policy NE1 - conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of 
our parish
1) Development proposals will only be supported where 
a) they have demonstrated that any adverse impacts on the         
natural environment (landscape and biodiversity) have been   
avoided, and 
b) they enhance the natural environment where there is the 
opportunity to do so.
and adding in “not detract from the landscape” into the 
introductory paragraph in  Policy HP1 which now reads:-
HP1 – Meeting new build within an evolving parish

Any proposal for new additional housing development must 
meet the requirements and standards of the Design Statement, 
not detract from the landscape and not increase the flood risk 
to others and will be supported: etc.

Some people may not realise that our parish boundary 
extends across the A30 at the Yarty Bridge below James Lane 
(the lane to Yarcombe) following the hedge-line some 200 
metres to the north (the other side) of the road. During the 
Pre-submission consultation the Blackdown Hills AONB asked 
that we remove the light pollution exemption for trunk roads. 
The A30 does not become a trunk road until it meets the A303 
near Upottery. We therefore agreed to delete the Trunk road 
exclusion in the Natural Environment Objective 2a). This now 
reads:- 

Resist any development or road scheme likely to have an 
adverse effect on tranquility or dark skies and seek ways to 
reduce any existing impact.

We have made these changes to meet the requirements of 
the SEA and because we feel that they do not detract from the 
original public feedback and plan intent.

The Plan has now been submitted to the Parish Council for 
their approval and then formal submission the EDDC and the 
government inspector.

Neighbourhood Plan - Update
from Alex Tasker

Mud on the Roads
from Simon Foster

	

	

	

	
	

	

	 	

BARRY	SIDAWAY	

Plumbing	&	Heating	Engineer	

• AGA	SERVICING	
• OIL	BOILER	SERVICING	
• BREAKDOWNS	AND	REPAIRS	
• PLUMBING	–	No	job	too	small.	

	Reliable,	friendly	service.	

Phone:	01297	678166	/	07958	788463	
Email:	barrysidaway@tiscali.co.uk	

	

Wow! The Parish Council and individual councillors have 
been inundated with calls. Some of you have called the 
police, some of you have tried the Devon County Council 
for advice, including our clerk and myself. DCC seem 
to be unable to help and our Highways officer is, most 
unfortunately off sick.

The situation is that despite the maize ripening early 
farmers and contractors have been waiting through 
September and October for a dry period which never 
appeared. In desperation, they have had to get it cut and 
clamped, anyway, inevitably transferring mud from the fields 
to the roads - a reminder that the beautiful landscape is 
an “intensive industrial area, not as depicted in the estate 
agents’ brochures.

Nevertheless, just as any urban industrial business has to 
abide by rules to ensure the populace is not endangered or 
unduly inconvenienced, so do agricultural activities – more 
details on the DEFRA or Farming advisory group websites. 
As a first step to minimise their liability, the culprit should put 
out signs warning of the mud on the road/and or slippery 
surfaces. However, that may not be enough to protect them 
from either prosecution or civil claims in the event of an 
accident. The NFU & legal counsel’s advice is to clear the 
debris by the end of each working day to minimise liability, 
that this responsibility is made clear to contractors, and that 
both have third party insurance. 

Mud or other deposits that interrupt the use of the road 
for other users that may cause injury or endanger other road 
users, are illegal under Section 148 & section 161 of the 
Highways Act, 1990. Section 149 allows the local highways 
authority to clean the road and recover expenses.

 NB. In our case this is Devon County and not the Parish 
Council, which has neither the funds nor the authority to 
make things happen as you may wish on the roads.

We have had little response from the police or DCC, 
which we can only attribute to lack of resources & budgets 
– something to remember when you next vote! However, we 
have been doing our best to contact those who might help 
and those who are responsible for not clearing up the mud. If 
the mud is not cleared up the PC will refer the matter to the 
Highways authority. I have to mention our clerk Stephanie 
Jones and Councillor Leslie Warren, who have taken the lead 
and, unfortunately, occasional abuse to try to resolve these 
issues. We will be raising the matter with our new county 
councillor Iain Chubb at the next PC meeting. He has been 
very helpful with other issues so I remain hopeful that we can 
secure more resources for our parish from your council taxes.

Four and a half years on and counting - 
Strangled by red tape?

Last month, our MP Neil Parish extracted from the then-
housing minister, in response to his question about housing 
needs and new local homes in a proposed neighbourhood plan,  
the following: 

“Plans start from an honest assessment of the need 
for new homes – the new draft NPPF (National Policy 
Planning Framework) proposes that local authorities provide 
neighbourhood planning areas with a housing requirements 
fi gure – and ‘constructive comments’ on emerging 
neighbourhood plans and follow with ‘examination’ to decide 
whether it is in general conformity with strategic policies 
contained in the local development plan.”

My follow-up to Downing Street produced from the Ministry of 
Housing, Communities and Local Government the following: 

“Planning decision-makers must determine applications 
in accordance with the development plan, unless ‘Material 
considerations determine otherwise and local authorities MUST 
HAVE REGARD to emerging Neighbourhood Plans.’

 Cue for EDDC to have scant regard for Alex Tasker’s 
submissions, after endless consultation on ‘Material 
Considerations’ for siting housing in the hamlets and for the 
examiner (a retired planning offi  cer) to determine – without 
meeting local residents, as requested by the Parish, that 15 
new houses would be acceptable in the village itself. EDDC’s 
Ed Freeman ‘reluctantly’ followed his recommendations. EDDC 
planners and consequently its councillors seem stuck in a time 
warp failing to take account of local views  and provide for rural 
housing needs. Is there to be any enlightenment? 

 In the last two weeks, a survey on Challenges of Rural Living by 
HRH Prince Charles’ Countryside Fund has revealed: 

“ - a strong desire for better infrastructure and aff ordable houses 
to persuade young people and business to stay in and move to 
rural areas” and is producing a Village Survival Guide.

Mark Littleton (Director of the Institute of Economic Aff airs) 
highlights the decades of “restrictive planning policies which lead 
to maintaining the status quo”. He contrasts this with France, 
where 8 million more homes have been built in the last 40 years 
than in the UK. Crikey!

Carol Lewis, a “Times” property editor, on August 3rd, called for 
“the government to tackle aff ordability across the board, from fi rst-
time buyers to downsizers, urgently.”  

Urgency does not come readily to planning offi  cials’ minds. 
We live in an age of SF Broadband, allowing business to be 
transacted around the world from our parish, yet the immutable 
EDDC local plan – already out of date on rural issues – still 
transfi xes our councillors; and the planning budget is one sixth 
of EDDC total budget expenditure! 

Now the latest initiative launched on August 9th by Tracey 
Crouch, Minister for Civil Society, advocates that “a new 
approach is needed that gives greater freedom and responsibility 
to our communities.”  This purports to off er residents (especially 
in poor and remote areas) radical powers to veto or approve 
plans that aff ect their communities. Heavens above – we thought 
Membury’s Neighbourhood Plan might do that! 

So approaching 5 years on from Alex Tasker, Nick Yool, 
Jeremy Wallace et al beginning the NP journey – can we get a 
referendum result that refl ects Membury Parish’s need for an 
evolution that is real, recognized by EDDC, and not illusory? 
Will they listen, or are they too busy building their new ‘nest’ in 
Honiton? Membury Parish Council – to be or not to be – that is 
the question for the referendum!
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Membury Parish Meeting - cont.
Stephanie Hidson-Jones, Clerk to the Council

Neighbourhood Plan Update
from Mike Bell

Highways Report from Cllr Simon Foster
Cllr Foster wrote that he had been reporting a series of potholes for 

the last few months on the road between Tolcis Cross and Hill Common, 
passing Wellands Cross, specifi cally outside the house called Ashcroft, 
which were more than the size required for attention. There was also 
some kerb damage.

A series of potholes from Beckford Farm to the bottom of the hill 
leading to Hill Common and from Whitehall Bridge to Hill Common was 
reported, but only one pothole had been repaired and not the number 
reported, which had disappeared off the DCC website. Cllr Foster had 
complained, but the reply from Highways reported that the area had 
been inspected and nothing was found. Cllr Foster had reported these 
again and had asked the Neighbourhood Highways Offi cer to come out 
and visit the area.

Following the damage caused by HGVs in the same area, Helen Selby, 
Neighbourhood Highways Offi cer, made a site visit and said that the 
road from Tolcis Cross to the sewage works should be scheduled for 
resurfacing.

Parishes Together Funding 
The clerk reported that the PC had been awarded £466.40 from the 

Parishes Together Fund for drainage works, which needed to be spent 
by March 31st 2019. It was the last time the parish council could use 
this source of funding for drainage works. Councillors would endeavour 
to make sure this funding was used on any drainage works which 
needed completing in the parish.

It was proposed and unanimously supported that some of the funding 
was used to fi nd the piping and drains which were blocked and 
causing water to lie on the road surface after heavy rain at Greendown 
and Sandbanks, which, once located, could be jetted and the drains 
cleared. Ron Martin and Jeremy Wallace were to be asked if they would 
be interested in doing the work on behalf of the PC.

Correspondence
* Devon Library Outreach Service Consultation.
* Town and parish councils register of interests’ reminder. 
* EDDC Standards Committee vacancy for a town/parish council   

     member.
* BHPN AGM Friday, July 6th  – Cllr Bell being unable to attend, 

     Cllr Debbie Burrough said she would try to attend instead.
* Traffi c Sensitive Streets Consultation, 2018
Items for the agenda for the meeting on 14th August 2018
* Membury Neighbourhood Plan
* Devon Air Ambulance
* Membury Playing Field
* Membury Post Offi ce and Stores
* Flooding & Highways

Dates for meetings of the Parish Council for 2018 – to be held in 
Membury Village Hall at 7.30pm

Tuesday 9th October
Tuesday 27th November
There being no questions, the meeting closed at 8.58pm.   
PC: Parish Council    EDDC: East Devon District Council     

  DCC: Devon County Council
The minutes in full can be accessed on the web site: memburypc.org 
Email: clerk@membury.eastdevon.gov.uk 
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Parish Website
www.membury.org.uk

Village Hall Report
from Richard Barrell

Maximising the great potential of  
YOUR Membury Village website:

It has been great to see many more events promoted on the 
Diary and Notice board pages since the last edition of the 
Mercury. In doing so, you not only advertise a specific event, 
but also keep the details of your organisation to the fore on 
the website to encourage new members. Membury Primary 
Academy now has its own page where you can find the latest 
newsletter and any other announcements. We have also added 
a page recently with information on Recycling and updated the 
Contacts Pages to make it easier to find what you are looking 
for in addition adding a transport section with information on 
Bus & Train Timetables and (more affordable?) Taxi Services. 
We have removed all Parish Council Information (with exception 
of the Neighbourhood Plan) from the Village website as the 
New Parish Site is now well established. The parish Site can 
however still be accessed from the menu for those who have 
still not visited or “bookmarked” it.
System Backups:
Although PCs nowadays have a high percentage of reliability 
things can go wrong, not necessarily a system failure but a 
virus infection (as David found out recently) can have disastrous 
consequences if you are not fully prepared (as we mentioned in 
the New Year Edition). David’s regular backups proved to be an 
essential element of his data recovery.
We all need to be aware that the number of ransomware 
attacks is increasing, so everyone’s files are at risk from being 
encrypted by malware of some form. (Of course, it isn’t just 
the documents on your PC that could be lost: we all use our 
tablets and phones as personal computers these days, taking 
photos and videos which might be stored only on that device. 
If you lose it or break it, you might also lose forever the photos, 
contacts and other files on it).
The most important rule of backups is that any important data 
should exist in two or more physical locations at once.  If you 
create a backup and delete the original, it’s no longer really 
a backup. You still have just one copy of your data - you just 
moved it to a different place.
Let’s start with the obvious: what do you need to backup? Well, 
first and foremost, you need to back up your personal files. You 
can always reinstall your operating system and re-download 
your programmes if your hard drive fails, but your own personal 
data is irreplaceable. Any personal documents, photos, home 
videos, and any other data on your computer should be backed 
up regularly.
There are many ways to back up your data, from backing up to 
an external drive to uploading copies of your data to a remote 
server over the Internet. You can use the tools integrated into 
Windows or download a third-party backup tool. Choose the 
backup solution that works best for you. Two popular options 
are;
Back up to an external hard drive.
If you have an external USB hard drive, you can just back 
up to that drive using your computer’s built-in backup 
features (or simply drag to copy in Windows File Explorer). 
On Windows 10 and 8, use File History. On Windows 
7, use Windows Backup. On Macs, use Time Machine. 
Occasionally connect the drive to the computer and use the 
backup tool, or leave it plugged in whenever you’re home 
and it will back up automatically. Backing up is cheap and 
fast, but if your house gets robbed or catches on fire, your 
backup can be lost along with your computer, which is very 
bad. (There is nothing to stop you storing the backup drive at 
another property, your work or friend’s house for example, in 
between backups).

The Hall Buildings are, at last, registered with the Land 
Registry! This has been a long, tortuous and expensive road 
but at last we are there. Changing the Charity status to a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation was step one and 
meant that whoever is a current Trustee now has ownership 
responsibility of the Hall instead of the previous situation 
whereby the original Trustees were the registered owners. As 
time has gone on this situation had become untenable due 
to the demise of some and others being untraceable. Step 
two was to get the Land Registry registration which is now 
complete. Deeds are held with our Solicitors, Milford and 
Dormor.

Also completed are the works to improve the storeroom. 
The walls and floor have been fully insulated and damp-
proofed with the floor being raised to the level of the Hall 
and tiled. The ceiling has been plastered and all redundant 
electrical wiring removed. Shelving has also been re-arranged 
to make it more user-friendly. All this will make it warmer and 
easier to keep tidy (hirers please note!).

Lights to the toilets have been changed to an automatic 
system so that local residents are not inconvenienced(!) by 
the lights being left on all night as has happened on many 
occasions and to help to reduce our energy bill.

We shall be looking at some minor refurbishment of the 
toilets as the systems currently in use are not functioning as 
they should. It is hoped that this will remove the pervading 
odour that is currently present.

Again I stress that all these works have been funded from 
the interest accrued by the judicious management of the 
Henniker bequest, for which we are very grateful to Charlie 
Bracher.

Should you think that other improvements are needed 
please contact a Trustee; there is one in every group that 
uses the Hall!

Back up to the cloud
Dropbox, OneDrive, Google Drive, and many other cloud 
storage services make it incredibly easy to make backups of 
your files, and the free storage on offer when you sign up may 
be enough. If it isn’t, you can pay a reasonable fee to get a 
lot more storage. Just bear in mind that most cloud storage 
services sync files to a certain folder on your computer. Beware: 
this is NOT a true backup. It means that if you delete a file from 
that folder, it will disappear from your online storage as well. 
This method is easy, fast, and in many cases, free.
A real benefit of cloud storage is that it creates a copy of your 
files in a physically separate location. They’re safe from flood, 
fire and theft. Cloud storage has lots of other advantages too: 
you can access the files from practically any computer with 
an internet connection and you can keep files in sync across 
multiple devices.
Change of email address:
NB: David Dodd is no longer using the BT address, but the 
address found below:
David Dodd  
Simon Evans
01404881282     
email: mrsimonevans@aol.com
email: daviddodd822@gmail.com 
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The Hall has had a much-needed rest during August, 
when many clubs and societies have a summer break, as 
well as school being on holiday. This means that we have 
been able to consider quotes and advice from various 
specialists, regarding the work to be done. 

A risk assessment has been carried out together with 
a professional survey covering items such as asbestos, 
fi re exits and as a result the edges of the steps at the hall 
entrance have been painted white, to assist visibility in 
dull weather or after dark. Quotes have been sought for 
a screen, which would be wound down from the ceiling 
when needed. No decision has yet been made regarding 
the problems with the fl oor. 

Quotes are also being sought for electrically-operated 
blinds, such as the ones already in use in the sky lights 
and the high windows on the back wall of the hall, for the 
windows on the wall facing the street and in the foyer, 
to replace the curtains which are now badly worn. Due 
notice will be given to all hirers before any work is begun to 
ensure minimum disruption to activities.

Now that the Post Offi  ce and Store are sadly closed, 
a number of activities and amenities may need to be 
transferred to the hall, as the most central point of the 
village. We have already set up the old pigeonholes from 
the shop under the porch, from which residents can pick 
up newspapers (See the ad opposite, if you wish to join the 
scheme.) This is obviously not a weatherproof structure, 
but once we are sure there is enough demand for the 
scheme to continue, it will be replaced with something 
more robust. If anyone knows where such a thing may be 
sourced, please contact the chair of Trutees.

Also on trial is the weekly Post Offi  ce counter in the foyer 
on Friday afternoons from 1.00pm to 3.00pm. The Hall 
Trustees are making the Hall available to the PO at no cost 
to help facilitate this service, which off ers all PO services, 
pensions and banking as well as postage, but will be 
discontinued if demand proves to be insuffi  cient. It’s up to 
you – use it or lose it! 

N.B. This means that, for security reasons the Hall will not 
be available for hire between 12.30-15.30 on FRIDAYS.

Remember – the Hall is for everyone. It is cleaned weekly, 
but it is up to each user to leave it as they would wish to 
fi nd it, so that that the next user can start their event on 
time, and the Hall remains in good condition. If you wish 
to raise anything pertaining to its use, please get in touch 
with one of the Trustees, or e-mail the secretary, Judy 
Martin, at 

Judron.martin@outlook.com 

The FLOWER SHOW
are proud to announce

 total of £300.00 donated to
FORCE & PARKINSON’s UK 

Cystic Fibrosis
Jumble Sale 

on Saturday, September 22nd
 in Membury Village Hall at 2.00pm

WANTED: jumble, help on the day, collecting jumble – 
also draw prizes, and contributions for the cake stall.

Contact: Felicity Hartnell on 01404881640
e-mail:  felicity1972@binternet.com

or Jill Bellamy on 881641
e-mail jill-folletts@outlook.com

THE PAPER SHOP
     10 NEW ST., HONITON, EX14 1EY              

    TEL 01404 41222
NATIONAL AWARD-WINNING 

DELIVERY SERVICE
7 DAYS A WEEK 

TO VILLAGES & SURROUNDING AREAS.
including Membury starting

Saturday, August 4th 
Delivery to collection point at the Village Hall

 for only 35p p/day (+ cost of paper)
Pay by phone, cheque on line by BACS or in the shop.

For an e-mail invoice, send your e-mail address to
 papershophoniton@aol.com

Hello - Jan and I have just moved into Haccombe, replacing 
Chris and Chris Symington. Our previous address was Watford in 
Hertfordshire, so this is quite a change for us!

Having recently retired, we are very keen to get involved in village 
activities, and we are looking forward to the next Moviola. Jan sings, 
so she is also looking forward to the next S4YH meeting. She is hard 
at work in the garden, frantically planting vegetables we’ve bought 
cheaply from a local nursery towards the end of their planting life to be 
able to take advantage of the wonderful garden that Chris has left us.

I am very keen to know if there are any board game players in the 
village (I have a huge collection) or people interested in the odd game 
of bridge.(see article on p 23)

Daniel Lazar

Village Hall
from Richard Barrell (chair of Trustees)

Charity News

THE PARISH 
WEBSITE

Don’t Forget: 
this is your website.

Visit it for information 
about your village. 

www.membury.org.uk
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We have had to 
delay the showing 
of “Their Finest” 
until Monday 4th 
December 

Doors open 7.00pm 
for 7.30pm showing.

This is an excellent 
film. Do not miss it. 
Although supposed 
to be serious, there 
are some very funny 
moments.

Ice creams, tea, 
coffee and wine 
available on the night 
as always.

 In 1940, at the height of the Blitz, Catrin, a married 
woman (Gemma Arterton) and a screenwriter (Sam 
Claflin) develop a growing attraction while working 
together on a propaganda film about the evacuation of 
Allied troops from Dunkirk, France for the Ministry of 
Information.

A comedy drama directed by Lone Scherfig.  
 Gemma Arterton 

With Bill Nighy and Jeremy Irons

2017

Moviola Membury Village Hall

DOMESTIC
INSTALLER

Full & partial re-wiring - Design Service

New consumer units

Installation fault finding

Telephone / Data cabling & points

EV charging points

Aims AGA repairs  

Intruder alarms grade IIx

NICEIC - EICR - Electrical Installation condition reports

Lighting. Scene lighting. LED upgrades.
Garden Lighting - Design & Installation

All materials & labour guaranteed
All part P certificated installations carry

additional NICEIC back-up warranty

NEW	YEAR’S	EVE	

	PARTY	 	

	
DRESS TO IMPRESS 

MEMBURY VILLAGE HALL 

8 PM TILL LATE £5.00 per person       

DANCE TO THE WELSH WIZARD DJ  

SHARED SUPPER  

Sign up at the Post Office 

(Include what you are going to bring to share, 
either a main or dessert, each couple bring 

enough for 6) 

BRING YOUR OWN DRINK  

AUTUMN   2018

Newsletter for the PPG June 2018
MEMBERSHIP OF THE PPG: 
Welcome to David Woodward
We are really pleased that after our last appeal 

for new members Mr. David Woodward has joined 
the PPG core group as a patient representative.   
Two seats remain unfi lled - if you are interested in 
joining, please contact the Secretary to the PPG via 
e mail or via the Practice Reception. 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE VIRTUAL PPG GROUP – Sign up!

Alongside the core group the virtual group receives, via 
email, the minutes from core group meetings. Members are 
encouraged to share their views and participate in surveys 
regarding matters discussed and are asked for comments 
and inputs.  

Due to GPDR legislation we had to email all members to 
gain their consent to remain in the virtual group.  If you are 
no longer getting our e-mails or want to join, please ask the 
receptionists for a form. 
PROPOSED GP CHANGES – June 2018

Axminster Medical Practice has always had as its goal the 
provision of high quality, responsive care for your health 
needs. Due to the many changes in GP employment and 
provision of health care needs, the majority of GPs are 
now working a fi xed number of days in the week. We are 
now moving to this model of care, and as such the GPs at 
the Practice will work a varied number of days with no half 
days. 

This will result in a change of GP for some patients and 
the Practice will inform all patients individually for whom 
this is the case.  If you do have signifi cant concerns, 
please contact Linda Coombs, Practice Manager, by email: 
lindacoombs@nhs.net or by telephone - direct dial 01297 
33022
UPTAKE OF THE FLU VACCINATION 

Were you eligible for the fl u vaccination last season and 
did you get vaccinated?   The PPG is interested to fi nd 
out why some patients did not take up the off er and will 
be conducting a survey with the virtual PPG, in order to 
understand the situation more fully.  We will share the 
insights in a later newsletter. 

Suzie McFadzean 
Secretary to the PPG  ppg.axminster@gmail.com  

Calling for more people to tell us what they think of health and care! 
Over 2,415 people spoke to us about their experiences of health 

and social care services in Devon this year. 
Published today, our fi fth annual report sets out what people 

think of current care and how we have helped services hear what 
works, what doesn’t and what local people want from care in the 
future. The report published today outlines this work and what 
we have done to tell those in charge of local services about the 
improvements people would like to see. 

With the help of our 23 volunteers we have also been able to help 
the 2,071 people who contacted our advice line for information and 
advice about health and care services in 2017/18. 

Top health and care issues in Devon 
 ■ Access to NHS dental care ■ Prescription charges 
 ■ Residential care charges ■ NHS low income scheme 
 ■ GP out-of-hours services ■ Service for carers 
 ■ Quality of diagnosis ■ Care at home 
 ■ Community care fi nancial assessments 
 ■ Complaints managements 
 ■ Waiting times for mental health services 
How your stories are helping make a diff erence 
By listening to and sharing people’s stories we have often 

been able to make a positive impact on their experience of 
health and care services in Devon. 

To read the full report:
Visit the Healthwatch Devon website at www.healthwatchdevon.

co.uk, follow them on Twitter: @HwDevon or fi nd them on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/healthwatchdevon 

!  
www.healthwatchdevon.co.uk  

To access latest report, please use this  web site
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Membury MerryMakers
 from Nigel Cook (Chair)

Membury MerryMakers
from the Treasurer Jason Hawkes

Season’s Greetings 
to you all from the 
MerryMakers!
How do I start this review? That is easy: on a high note|! I am 

of course referring to the recent History Society Walk and Artisan 
Exhibition. I know that Mike Capper has written a lovely piece 
detailing the event and those involved, but I just have to say what 
an absolute pleasure it was for the MerryMakers to be involved. I 
think it can best be summed up in one word, which I received in 
a comment in the days following – ‘Exceptional’ - and to top it all 
off the event raised the superb sum of £235.00 in donations for 
BBC’s Children In Need. This will be donated, not from any one 
group but from The Community as a whole, so thank you all.

So what else has been happening? Since our Boule 
Tournament in August things have been quiet, although we have 
been treated to some quality offerings from Moviola, Richard and 
the S4YH team continue to impress, and I am looking forward to 
this year’s round of Seasonal Singing.

And what else is in the pipeline? This year’s Quiz is on 
Saturday, November 18th and I know Jason, as always, will not 
be going easy on us. I apologise in advance to the Team who 
have ended up with me as a member – sorry, you didn’t want to 
win anyway!

Our annual New Year’s Eve Party, as in previous years, will 
be a Shared Supper, where we all bring enough food to share, 
and where we will be entertained by the Welsh Wizard Disco. 
Whilst there is no particular theme to this year’s party, you will 
see from the Posters that you are invited to Dress To Impress, 
so it is in your hands. This is a great evening, open to all, so 
come along and join us. (If you have any music requests for 
the DJ let me know - e-mail below - and he will do his best to 
accommodate you)

Looking further into the future we are keen to hear from other 
Groups and Societies who may want to run a joint event. As the 
recent collaboration with the History Society has shown, this 
really does work, and, as they say, many hands make light work! 
Following on from this, if you are the Chair or Secretary of a 
group or Society please let me know your views on our previously 
proposed Summer Fete - nigel.cook10@btinternet.com

Before I finish, I want to take the opportunity to explain that 
one of the primary roles of the MerryMakers is to fund the 
Mercury, which we all agree is a superb, quality Magazine. We 
all receive this free, delivered to our doors, four times a year, 
without necessarily realising the tremendous amount of work 
that goes into its production. This is where you, our supporters 
play a vital role. None of our events and activities would work 
without your continued support  - and remember, by supporting 
the MerryMakers you are supporting the Mercury - and just as 
importantly it is great to see you all. 

And yet again I can’t finish without thanking my fellow 
MerryMaker’s, committee Members, Associates and Helpers who 
help to make this all worthwhile.

As many of you will know, the MerryMakers was founded to fund 
the Membury Mercury. For many years now, this has been pretty 
easy as the Mercury was financially self-supporting, with a good 
advertising base,  subscribers beyond the parish boundaries and 
the ongoing agreement with the Parish Council to fund one issue 
per year. The MerryMakers could get on with pantos, events and 
Moviola and everyone was happy.
 However... in the last 2 years, for various reasons, the cost 
of producing the Mercury has doubled from £1040 to £2080 per 
year. At the same time, the income derived from advertisers and 
subscribers has fallen. This, in essence, leaves the MerryMakers 
with a deficit of over £1200 per year to make up. Attendance at our 
events is generally lower than in the past (hence our shout-out in 
the Summer issue), but the relatively small losses made by Moviola 
films and the New Year’s Eve Party are more than made up for by 
Pantomime, S4YH and Quiz Night, which are all profitable.
 Unfortunately, financing the deficit in the production of the 
Mercury is completely beyond our limited funds for any length of 
time. Without something changing dramatically, the Merrymakers 
will be insolvent in less than 2 years and there will be no more 
Mercury, pantomime, Moviola or any of the other events we 
organise. Simply put, we all need to consider ways to generate the 
necessary funds to continue production in its current, professional 
format.
 Sadly, it isn’t just a case of having less colour in the Mercury 
or even chasing those advertisers who continue to avoid paying 
the relatively small fees we ask for. More fundamental action is 
required (although, if you are an advertiser, you could help by 
checking that you have paid your invoice, or let us know if you 
haven’t received it.)
 We have had several suggestions about how to increase 
funding and reduce costs to ensure future finances are sound. 
Maybe you have some suggestions,too. We obviously also need to 
increase our advertising base to its former level - largely achieved 
by Alex Tasker and the quality of the paper itself - so if you have 
marketing experience and can take this part of the operation on, 
we would be delighted to hear from you. Alternatively, if you have 
experience in the layout of magazines or brochures and are willing 
to donate some time to the Mercury, please get in touch. 
 We would like to invite anyone who has any interest 

in the future of the fabulous Mercury, which we all 
receive free every quarter, to come to an open meeting 

on December 8th at 7.15pm in the Village Hall. Watch out 
for posters to remind you! We would all welcome your 
constructive input and ideas in the hope of coming to 

some consensus about the future of the Mercury.

Pew News
from Petronella Byrde
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Little did we know when we strolled along the lanes 
in our sunhats to Challenger Farm for Rogation service 
and tea on May 6th  that the Sunny Summer was just 
starting. (By the time you read this, will it all be over, or 
was the Wet Weekend at the end of July just a re-charge 
for the fi elds, butts and reservoirs?)  Rogation Tea was 
great fun, in a barn shared by Mrs Ewe and her lamb, 
calves of varying ages, birds in the roof and an ever-more 
curious herd of dairy cows jostling for front position over 
the yard to hear the hymns. I hope it made their day, 
too. Big thanks to Richard, Heather and their family for 
hosting and getting a space ready for us, and for inviting 
everyone for the tour of their farm.   

Challenger is probably a very apt name for a Farm – 
what Farm doesn’t indeed have challenges – sometimes 
really big ones?  At the Church, we also have a bigger 
challenge – repointing and repairing the Tower. We know 
we have to do this, and the various bits are coming 
together to get the work done. The estimated cost is 
£37,365 plus VAT of £7,473 (which we shall be able to 
reclaim).  Eek, Gulp, Twitters; or get on your knees and 
pray very hard!    

The Church’s Patronal Gift Day was on Sunday, June 
24th  when we had the Band to cheer us on. The Gift 
Day amount collected is £1,123.56.  Thank you to all who 
contributed. Every Little Helps. 

We had a Big Tidy of the Churchyard on July 18th  – 
Robert Burrough brought a large trailer which went away 
piled high with all the hedge cuttings, brambles and 
greenery. It was mostly the PCC in the workforce, plus 
Emily and Claire - two very helpful youngsters who did a 
lot and I hope they found it a satisfying couple of hours 
helping their grandparents. It’s always a chance to look at 
the Churchyard properly, and enjoy the view. Thank you 
to the Flower Show Committee for the new bench in the 
Upper level.  

For over 4 years, Reverend Geoff rey Walsh, supported 
by Gloria, has been our Team Vicar. He is much 
appreciated as a preacher and also for his work at the 
School. We see them at various Village events, and 
Geoff ’s hospital visits have cheered many patients. Sadly 
for us, it is time for him to retire. His farewell Service was 
on August 26th at Chardstock. However, he will continue 
to live locally and take some services in the Axe Valley as 
a retired vicar. We send the warmest wishes for Geoff  and 
Gloria for a very happy retirement.  

Harvest Service and Lunch is planned for Sunday, 
October 7th. We hope you will be able to come to the 
Morning Service and then lunch in the Hall.

COFFEE 
MORNING

Saturday 8th September
11:00 – 12:30

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST
MEMBURY

in Aid of MacMillan Nurses & 
Devon Historic Churches Trust

01297 445027

MEMBURY MERCURY 
DEADLINES 2018:

Winter 2018 Issue: Friday, Nov 2nd
Spring 2019 Issue: Friday, Feb 1st
Summer 2019 Issue: Friday, May 4th
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and I think if you talk to anyone who comes along to  
SING FOR YOUR HEALTH (AKA Membury Raucous Chorus) 
they will agree with you. We had great fun with our 
recent concert in Tatworth Church singing (mostly) well-
known Love Songs from 1600 to the present day, each era 

Sing for your Health
 Richard Barrell             Tel: 881 291

presenting a different challenge which was accepted and 
overcome! We are now rehearsing for our Christmas events 
to which we heartily invite you to come and enjoy singing 
some of the well known items with us.

First is our “Christmas Cracker” entertainment on Saturday 
December 16th  from 5.30-6.30pm in the Hall, free admission 
and refreshments, but you will be asked for a donation for 
the British Heart Foundation, then on Sunday 17th at 7.00 
pm at the Church Carol Service. The traditional Post Office 
Carols is on Friday 22nd at 6.00 outside the PO where a fire 
will be blazing and festive drinks will be available, again 
raising money for Charity.

Do look out for notices informing of rehearsal dates. If you 
wish to be added to our mailing list for rehearsal dates and 
other information, Email: richardbmus13@gmail.com 

Although our regular slot is on Fridays at 6.00pm in the Hall 
sometimes other commitments get in the way and we move 
to Monday evenings or Saturday mornings.

Do come along and join us, everyone is welcome whatever 
your singing ability. After all we are SINGING FOR OUR 
HEALTH.

Keeeeep singing!
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 Membury celebrated Oak Apple Day on May 29th, this time with 
the added excitement of King Charles riding through the Village 
on a horse, kindly lent by Leisa Lavender. There was an improved 
turnout from villagers keen to see if the King could stay on, which 
he did! His wig, worn over a riding helmet created an interesting 
shape. The event fi nished with a BBQ, organised by Sharon and 
Jeremy at the Post Offi  ce, disguised as the ‘Kings Head’, which 
sadly is the last time this venue will be available

On June 27th, the Society organised an outing to Forde Abbey. 
Over 20 of us, including children, attended which allowed us to 
visit the garden and tour the Abbey at a reduced group rate.

Earlier in the year we had had a lecture from Tony Burges, who is 
also an Exeter Red Coat guide.  Subsequently, Nick Yool arranged 
for Tony to organise a special tour of Exeter for 20 members on 
July16th. Most travelled to Exeter by train where they split into 
two groups. The tour included the Underground Passages, the 
Guildhall where we were given a tour by the Mace Sergeant and St 
Nicholas’ Priory hidden away in Mint Lane, just off  the top of Fore 
Street, which was founded by William the Conqueror in 1087. All 
the sites have a long and fascinating history and are although they 
are also open to the public and well worth a visit, the quality of the 
speakers gave this visit a special fl avour.

Membury History Society
from Mike Capper
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DAVID REED
OFTEC REGISTERED

AGA & RAYBURN 
COOKERS SERVICED

OIL COOKERS & BOILER 
SERVICING & REPAIRS

TELEPHONE: 01297 443321

WINTER 2017

		Felicity’s	Cleaning,	Ironing		

and		

Small	Pet	Sitting	Service.	

	

• Cleaning		Hours		Available.	
• Holiday	cottage	cleaning.	
• Pressing	with	Elna	press.	
• Looking	after	small	pets	during	short	

breaks.	
• References		Available.	

	

Caring,	Friendly	and	Mobile	

Ring	Felicity	on	

01404	881640	

MEMBURY 
MID-SUMMER FETE 
SATURDAY, JUNE 23rd  2018 

 
Would you, your club or society 

like to be involved in this exciting 
new event in Membury? 

We are hoping to start an annual 
event for the WHOLE community 
to enjoy and would love your help! 

 
Raise money for your own charity or 

club, have fun and be part of something 
exciting! 

If you would like 
-   your club/group to be involved 
-   to help 
-   to join our Fete committee 

please contact 
Nigel Cook at: 

nigel.cook10@btinternet.com 
EVERYONE VERY WELCOME 

For the 100th anniversary of the fi rst world war’s end, here 
is an unassumingly excellent new fi lm version of RC Sherriff ’s 
classic 1928 stage play, adapted by Simon Reade and 
directed by Saul Dibb. It is expertly cast and really well acted: 
forthright, powerful, heartfelt. 

Membury History Society in association with Moviola
NOVEMBER 5TH 7.30 MEMBURY VILLAGE HALL
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History Society
from Mike Capper

Like Minds
from Margaret Bulpitt

WINTER 2017

History Society & MerryMakers 
Village Exhibition and Walk

On Saturday, October 14th  the History Society held a 
joint event with the MerryMakers. It opened with an eclectic 
mix of displays in the Village Hall. Bill Steer brought his 
steam trains, which he has built and run around his garden. 
Paul Weldon had models of the exotic cars he has rebuilt 
in his career and a motor yacht he refurbished. Bill Foster 
showed off his skills as a tool-maker and Jo Wootton 
displayed a couple of her highly detailed dolls houses. Ken 
Stride had a wonderful collection of model aircraft and 
Jeremy Wallace had all sorts of fascinating bits and pieces, 
including a huge and ancient chainsaw, which certainly 
woke up the village when it was started! Also on display 
was Monica Gallantree’s amazing Matchstick Locomotive, 
Membury through the ages from the school and some 
lovely pieces of embroidery from Jean Foster and Beryl 
Griffin, kindly lent by Keith. The History Society displayed 
its collection of photographs of nearly all the houses in the 
Parish in 1989 and various maps and documents.  Outside 
was a collection of vintage cars ranging from a Rolls 
Royce, two Daimler Darts, an AC Cobra, a Morgan and a 
Morris 8; it’s amazing what is hidden away in this Village. 
Thank you to all the exhibitors, especially Jo, Robert, Tony, 
Bill and Mike who displayed their cars.

At 2.00 pm, Nick Yool led a walk through the Village 
whilst relating its  history. Over 60 people turned up for 
the walk, which came as a very pleasant surprise to the 
organisers. Nick produced a number of photographs 
showing how the Village used to be, explained that many of 
the old properties were actually small farms and the range 
of trades available within the Village. The walk ended at 
the church where various historical features were identified 
before it was time for tea.

Throughout the day attendees were splendidly fed and 
watered by the MerryMakers. A great time was had by all 
and it is intended to extend the walk next year down into 
Rock.

The History Society is organising its programme for the 
winter and will publicise the events as soon as lecturers, 
dates and Village Hall availability can be confirmed.

In November we met at Angela’s to discuss 
the question “who should be King – Charles 
or William”?

We had a  lively discussion on the pros & cons of 
continuing with the traditional rules of succession 
meaning that if the Queen abdicates, retires or dies 
then Charles becomes King or should (as many of the 
population think) Charles allow William to become King?

On the one hand, Charles lost his popularity with 
many people over his continued affair with Camilla when 
Princess Diana was still alive and we questioned why 
he had married Diana in the first place. The fact that he 
later went on to marry Camilla, raising the possibility of 
a future ‘Queen Camilla’, was very unpopular and we all 
agreed that this could be hard for people to accept. On 
the other hand Charles was raised to be King and has 
experience of all of the duties that our monarch has to 
undertake. 

William and Kate are immensely popular in the UK 
and around the world and many of us felt that if William 
became King it would give a real boost to the monarchy 
in the UK and attract even more tourists to this country 
thus helping our economy. However, compared to his 
father William has relatively little experience of what it 
would be like to become King and he and Kate wouldn’t 
be able to bring up their young family away from the 
glare of publicity if William was king.

Given a choice we all would happily accept William 
becoming our next monarch but reluctantly thought 
that if we made a change in the long-held rules of 
succession, would it lead to other changes further down 
the line which might ultimately lead to the end of the 
Monarchy completely.

So our decision was that we would still want Charles 
to become King – but please no Queen Camilla! Surely 
she could remain The Duchess of Cornwall or maybe 
Princess Consort?

Short Mat Bowls from Janet Andrew 
Our season started a little late due to the 

improvements being made to the storeroom at the hall, 
but now these are complete our games are well under 

way until our Christmas break. 
New members are assured of a very warm welcome, 
come and try your hand on Wednesday evenings. We 

meet at 7pm, bowls and tuition provided. 
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MEMBURY REMEMBERS
2018 is the centenary of the end of World War 1,   The Great War,    The War to end All Wars, which sadly it was not.
The History Society, Merry Makers and the Raucous Chorus are combining to commemorate WW1 and the part played in it by 

the parishioners of Membury.
On Monday, November 5th there will be a showing in the Village Hall of a fi lm of Journey’s End, adapted from the famous and 

very moving play by RC Sheriff , which conveys the life of a group of soldiers in a dugout near the end of WW 1.
On Saturday, November 10th there will be a combined event in the Hall telling the story of WW1 through songs, readings and 

snippets of history. Food and drinks will be served and the aim is to celebrate the end of the War in a lively and enjoyable manner 
and not wallow in its sadness. 

Sunday, November 11th will see the usual commemoration service in the Church and at the War Memorial.

Joel Francis Charles was born in Membury on May 22nd, 
1881. His parents were Francis Charles, a labourer, also born in 
Membury and Mary Jane (nee: Rockett) born in Stockland. Joel’s 
father died when he was 5, leaving his mother with 5 children.

In 1891, the Charles family were living in Spring Cottage, 
Playstreet, Membury. Mary worked as a laundress, as did the 
oldest sister Martha, whilst John, Joel (now10), Ellen  and 
Albert  went to school. In 1901, Joel (aged 19) was  living and 
working with Samuel and Emma Harris,  a butcher in Lyme 
Regis, together with their 6 children and other workers.

In 1911, Joel (aged 29) was in the 1st Battalion, Devonshire 
Regiment (No 7683).  He was living in Lucknow barracks at 
Tidworth but when war was declared Joel was serving with the 
garrison in Jersey and had married. As a member of the regular 

army, he was probably one of the fi rst to go across to France 
as part of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF).  

He survived 4 years of war, only to be killed in action within 
2 months of the end, probably near Cambrai, on September 
27th,1918, and is buried in France at Lebucquiere Communal 
Cemetery Extension, 8 kilometers from Bapaume. The limited 
military records show that he was Warrant Offi  cer Class 2, the 
Company Quarter Master Sergeant. When Joel was killed, his 
wife was still living in Jersey.

His younger brother Albert also enlisted in to the Army, joining 
the Coldstream Guards and survived the war.

Membury remembers Joel Charles, 100 years after he was 
killed in action on a battlefi eld in France – the last of Membury’s 
men to die in the Great War.
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A recent stay in the Picos de Europa was a lesson in gargantuan 
portions and a trip down memory lane of childhood flavours. We were 
staying in the Hotel del Oso, in a beautiful national park. The food was 
genuinely home-cooked, and the taste sublime. No nouvelle cuisine 
here, only hearty bowls of stew full of old fashioned calories and local 
sausage and beans. The flavours of morcilla (Spanish black pudding), 
Chorizo (nothing like the anaemic supermarket copies) and tocino 
(chunks of proper salted pork  fat cooked to a soft melting mouthful) 
brought back memories of  warming, satisfying dishes we really only 
dream about  nowadays. The servings, in huge bowls which had a 
decent soup ladle for each guest to help themselves, were meant to 
be starters; I am still wondering who on earth could manage to finish 
the whole bowlful as well as the main course (and dessert)! This visit 
was a real treat. I am almost embarrassed to admit that we did turn up 
for breakfast the following day and enjoyed the eye-popping selection 
of food which included a table full of cakes and pastries, as well as 
the usual cold and hot dishes now served in many hotels. (Oh dear, no 
wonder the diet had to kick in on our return!)  

So how to consider less calorific meals? Much attention has focused 
recently on cauliflower rice. I did not believe that whizzing a cauliflower 
in a food processor would yield anything other than a real mess. How 
wrong could I be? Having decided to embark on a health kick, I decided 
to give it a whirl (or is it a whizz?) I duly whizzed with mushrooms and 
cooked it in a pan with garlic and a touch (only a teaspoon or two) 
of olive oil. I admit it was delicious. I am told, but have yet to try, that 
this can be added to a small quantity of Arborio rice to make a risotto. 
Apparently this tastes exactly like a normal risotto, except that it is 
perhaps better for the weight conscious. I have also been persuaded to 
mix celeriac with a proportion of potato to make mash and again against 
my better judgement, I found it tasted lovely. However a Spanish potato 
omelette made with boiled potato instead of the usual deep fried ones, 
though edible, was no joy. Not an experiment I would willingly repeat! 
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WINTER RECIPE 
from Patricia Bruzon 

Homemade Sticky Toffee pudding knocks spots off any 
other pudding It is surprisingly straightforward and not for 
the diet conscious.

Serves 4
6oz dates, stoned and chopped    

300ml water,   1 teaspoon 
bicarbonate soda

2oz unsalted butter ,  6oz caster 
sugar,   2 eggs, beaten,     6oz self-
raising flour, 1 teaspoon vanilla 

For the sauce: 300ml double 
cream,   2oz demerara sugar,      
2 teaspoons black treacle

1   Pre-heat the oven to 180ºC /350º/ Gas mark 4 and grease a 11 x 7 
inch baking tin.

2   Boil the dates in the water for about 5 minutes until soft, then add 
the bicarbonate of soda.

3   Cream the butter and sugar together until light and fluffy, then add 
the eggs and beat well.

4   Mix in the dates, flour and vanilla essence then pour into the 
greased baking tin.

5   Cook in the oven for about 30-40 minutes until just firm to the touch.
6   To make the sauce, put all the ingredients in a pan over a low heat 

and stir together until blended, then bring to the boil.  Some of this can 
be poured over the sponge and finished under the grill, or it can be kept 
completely separate and poured over the sponge when served.

My tip for Christmas?  Cook your pudding before you need the hob 
for your vegetables. Either leave in a pan of very hot water, or wrap the 
pudding bowl in a towel and place in an insulated bag. It will keep hot 
for quite a while;  and as mentioned in a previous edition of the Mercury, 
make your mince pies and freeze before baking. Take out just what you 
require and bake. Saves time and waste.  Enjoy the festive season. 

CHARLES, Joel Francis - killed in action – SEPTEMBER 27TH,1918 AGED 37
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AUTUMN   2018

Another busy few months have fl own by at Membury Primary 
Academy. We say goodbye to Miss Gerry who has gone on 
to do teacher training and to our Year 6 leavers Lily and Jess 
who are off  to Colyton and Axe Valley respectively. 

On the fi rst day back after the Easter holidays, the Pre-
School and KS1 children went to the Donkey Sanctuary in 
Sidmouth. We found out about diff erent breeds of donkeys, 
donkey rescue and caring for donkeys. We enjoyed grooming 
the donkeys and learning how to muck out a stable. We also 
enjoyed visiting the hermitage and fi nding out about the bats 
that roost at the sanctuary. 

Our Year 5 pupils enjoyed a STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) day at Axe Valley Academy. They 
made models of lungs, took part in P.E, cooked bread and 
enjoyed practical maths activities.

Thank you to Jenny Beaman, who held a bat afternoon 
together with Mrs Cowan, the children enjoyed fi nding out 
about bats in the local environment. Mrs Beaman explained 
how she has cared for bats who have been rescued and 
talked about their habitats. The children were very interested 
in the bat facts. Thank you, Jenny!

Year 5 and 6 joined together with other children from 
the MAT to take part in an event run by ex Royal Marine 
Commandos at St Andrews, Chardstock. The children 
were put through their paces, were incredibly well-behaved 
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The Neighbourhood Plan 
and the Passport to Pimlico

On the 3rd of November, three  
wise-ish old men of Membury, Mike 
Bell, Alex Tasker and Jeremy Wallace, 
caught the late-running 10.06am 
train in Axminster, clutching their 
passports, Neighbourhood Plans 
and briefing papers for a visit to the 
Minister of State for Housing and 
Planning, Mr. Gavin Barwell, and Neil 
Parrish, our local MP.

After allowing us to have coffee, 
Alex put us to work, reading and 
learning our brief and our line of 
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attack, to try to cure 
the problem of alleged 
“unsustainability” in our 
parish. Time went quickly, 
and before we knew it 
we were in Clapham 
Junction, looking for a 
limo to take us to the 
Home Office in Marsham 
Street. Our driver took us 
over Albert Bridge, down 
the embankment, along 
Grosvenor Road and 
we arrived outside the 
Fry Building with some 
twenty minutes to spare 
before our meeting. 

“Quick!” cried our 
guide and manager, Mike 
Bell. “Let’s have a bacon 
bap and a coffee!”  We 
did. Then into the Fry 
Building, security checks, 
passports, scanner and 
a large badge around 
each of our necks stating 
“ESCORT REQUIRED”! 
A few moments passed, 
then a gopher collected us 
and took us through more 
security doors, up in a lift, 
past thousands of people 
playing on computers, 
then to the Minister’s 
Office. (We are now in the 
middle of the Corridors of 
Power!)

Nine of us were 
gathered round the 
table, the Minister Mr. 
Barwell, the gopher, two 
knowledgeable civil 
servants, Neil Parrish, 
with secretary, and the 
Three Wise Men. Our 
case was put to the 
Minister, who listened 

well, but after a short time 
he rather scupppered 
our plans of attack by 
announcing to us that 
he was going through 
the process of bringing 
out a White Paper to 
present to Parliament 
before Christmas 
that should help our 
“unsustainability”! 
Discussions continued 
for some time until Mike 
stood up and said

“Gosh, it’s 14.50! We 
must catch the 15.27 
from Clapham!” (twenty 
minutes’ drive). 

Meeting closed, lots of 
smiles and handshaking, 
down in lifts, onto 
pavement, looking for our 
limo. Neil said to me, 

“We will win this one.” 
At this point, Alex was 
trying to get into a black 
Mercedes with CD plates  
- (Corps Diplomatique) – 
not a good idea! However, 
our driver was as good as 
his word, and appeared 
on time. We rushed to 
Platform 9 and caught 
the train with only 
three minutes to spare – 
standing room only, of 
course – all the way to 
Andover! We were very 
pleased with the way the 
day had gone to keep our 
parish intact. We look 
forward to the outcome, 
but will carry on with 
the Neighbourhood Plan 
project to its conclusion. 

Well done, Mike & Alex!
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and took part in team-building exercises. Thank you to Mrs 
Purchase for accompanying them.

Towards the end of term we held a ‘Pirate Day’ where children 
and staff  came to school dressed as pirates and took part in 
pirate activities. This was a ‘well done’ day to celebrate the 
end of national assessments that had taken place in the school 
such as Y1 phonics screening, Y2 SATs and Y6 SATs. We found 
out about diff erent types of pirate ships, pirate history and used 
our map skills to fi nd treasure.

The Blackdown Hills AONB group visited us in July and taught 
us about dormice and the importance of protecting hedgerows 
in order to provide homes for them. We also listened to audio 
clips of dormice snoring. We were surprised to hear how much 
noise could come from a creature that was so small! 

Following the success of last year’s music festival, we held 
our second performance in the village hall. The festival had a 
‘promoting good mental health’ theme and contained uplifting 
songs, which made us feel good. We also included dances 
that were taught to the children by Kelly Leigh from Kelly Leigh 
School of Dance. The children particularly enjoyed performing 
songs from ‘The Greatest Showman’, which has certainly been 
the fi lm of the year.

Our leaver’s service was held in the church. We said goodbye 
to our leavers, but also to Father Geoff rey who has taken 
assemblies at Membury Primary Academy weekly. We greatly 
appreciate all that you have done for the school, Father 
Geoff rey, and hope that you enjoy your retirement.
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School Report 
from Emily Churchill (Senior Teacher)
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THE MEMBURY MERCURY
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		Felicity’s	Cleaning,	Ironing		

and		

Small	Pet	Sitting	Service.	

	

• Cleaning		Hours		Available.	
• Holiday	cottage	cleaning.	
• Pressing	with	Elna	press.	
• Looking	after	small	pets	during	short	

breaks.	
• References		Available.	

	

Caring,	Friendly	and	Mobile	

Ring	Felicity	on	

01404	881640	

MEMBURY 
MID-SUMMER FETE 
SATURDAY, JUNE 23rd  2018 

 
Would you, your club or society 

like to be involved in this exciting 
new event in Membury? 

We are hoping to start an annual 
event for the WHOLE community 
to enjoy and would love your help! 

 
Raise money for your own charity or 

club, have fun and be part of something 
exciting! 

If you would like 
-   your club/group to be involved 
-   to help 
-   to join our Fete committee 

please contact 
Nigel Cook at: 

nigel.cook10@btinternet.com 
EVERYONE VERY WELCOME 

AUTUMN   2018

Membury Academy Music Show 
from Jo Purchase

Governors’ Report 
from Jenny Beaman (Chair)

How lovely to be writing about Membury Primary 
Academy from the comfort (and warmth) of the 
summer holiday! I hope all the children who 
worked so hard last term are having a well-earned 
rest, too, after impressing our OFSTED  inspector 
not only with their knowledgeable answers to his 
questions but with their friendliness towards each 
other and the responsibility they showed for each 
other.

The year ended on a diff erent high with a grand 
concert attended by parents and local residents 
This was also the time for us to say goodbye to 
Father Geoff rey who is retiring this summer.Thank 
you, Father Geoff rey, for your enthusiasm and 
care and for supporting our school so admirably. 

After-school activities such as the Art Club have really taken 
off  this year. Our thanks go to Janice Hodge who has been a 
great help. There is also talk of music classes and a school 
choir this autumn.

The village and the school have come closer together, too, 
with shared activities such as the Flower Show and the History 
Society walk around Membury. The cast list of this year’s 

Wednesday, July 18th saw the culmination of several months 
of hard work by the children at Membury Primary Academy 
with their ‘Greatest Showman’ themed music show. The 
children had worked over the last half term with Kelly from 
Miss Kelly’s School of Dance to put together some lovely 
routines and opened the show with a loud and enthusiastic 
rendition of the theme tune of “The Greatest Showman.”

Robin Class then delighted the audience with a show of their 
recorder skills, including a solo from Olivia.

Next up was Owl Class with a dance to the Steps single 
of “Reach for the Stars” (with quite a bit of audience singing 
along) followed by a medley of well-known songs, chosen by 

the children themselves. It was obvious to the audience how 
much the children enjoyed singing these songs. Mrs Cowan 
explained that the songs had been chosen for how they made 
the children feel – uplifted and happy, fi tting in well with the 
focus this term on positive mental health.

Robin Class sang a lively rendition of “The Music Man”, 
complete with actions and had the whole room singing along 
with them. To round off  the show, the audience were treated to 
a dance to “Sunshine in My Pocket” and the grand fi nale was 
“This is Me” from “The Greatest Showman”, sung with much 
gusto and earning a huge round of applause.

It was lovely to see the children taking part, having worked 
hard to learn the words and moves to all the songs – a big well 
done to them all and a big thank you to Miss Kelly and the 
teachers at Membury School.

pantomime featured two of our children and Nat Bruzon has 
written parts for more pupils in next January’s extravaganza. 

This year we said goodbye to two of our oldest pupils, Lily 
and Jess. We wish them well in their new schools. We look 
forward to welcoming fi ve new children in September.  

An end-of-year report that any school would be proud to take 
home and show to its parents!
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The League of Friends of Axminster Hospital
From Ann Veit, Secretary

The League of Friends 
Axminster Hospital

What is The League of Friends Doing?
To keep our hospital, yours and mine, vibrant and active we 

do need everyone to ask to be seen at Axminster. Whether it is 
your GP, your consultant or the booking offices at the hospital 
ASK FOR AXMINSTER, (especially if it is the booking office as 
they may have no idea that Axminster is far more convenient for 
you).  Be firm. ASK FOR AXMINSTER.  It is your hospital. This 
applies to anyone in East Devon, You don’t have to be a patient 
with the Axminster Medical Practice to enjoy the many benefits 
of Axminster Hospital.

The process of acquiring and installing the new X-ray 
equipment continues and the following dates have just been 
received from Juliet Dines at The R.D. & E Foundation Trust. What 
a treat it will be, state of the art equipment active in Axminster.   

	

‘I just thought I would up-date you with the latest news.   
It is likely that the turnkey works to the room in Axminster will 

start on Monday, February 5th. This phase should take 5 weeks 
and the equipment will then be installed week commencing 
Monday,March 12th  Together with training, this will take two 
weeks so the department should be fully functioning as of 
Monday, March 26th.’

During the period that Axminster X-ray is unavailable services 
will be provided at Exeter, Honiton and Sidmouth hospitals.

The League is still exploring the possibility of ‘Hospiscare 
at Home’ in the Axminster catchment area. There are a lot of 
aspects to be considered and the League must be certain it 
is getting value for the money that you have helped to raise. 
One thing is certain: we will insist on guaranteed levels of 
service throughout the area. The next meeting of the League 
Trustees will be on the 28th November when the subject will be 
discussed in depth.  If you are interested in becoming a member 
of the League of Friends please contact me on the email 
address below or by leaving your details in the League Postbox 
at the Hospital Reception.  Please support us to support you.

May I wish you all the compliments of the season and may 
you look forward to a happy and healthy New Year.
Ann Veit, Secretary to  
the League of Friends of Axminster Hospital.  
Email :  AnnVmus@aol.com

AUTUMN   2018

Cystic Fibrosis
from Felicity Hartnell

Cystic Fibrosis(CF) is a genetic condition aff ecting more than 
10,000 people in the UK. You are born with CF and cannot catch 
it later in life, but one in 25 of us carries the defective gene, 
usually without knowing it.

It was not until around 35 years ago that CF was properly 
identifi ed and recognised as the concern for families that it 
causes. Up until that time youngsters were dying from the 
condition but the phrase used by the medical profession was 
“failing to thrive” – their breathing and eating diffi  culties making 
it unlikely they would progress beyond puberty.

Then came the big breakthrough:  the collective eff orts of 
geneticists mostly in the UK, Denmark, Australia, Canada and 
the USA identifi ed the defective gene (carried on chromosome 
7 and now with over 100 classifi ed variations) and made it 
possible, as a result, for appropriate physiotherapy to aid 
lung defi ciencies and for enzymes to be created which have 
transformed the food absorption process. 

The result of these medical advances has meant that an 
increasing number are growing into adulthood and the prospect 
of a normal life and raising a family has now become a reality. 
The research undertaken with the aid of the Cystic Fibrosis 
Trust has been made possible by the hard work of groups of CF 
volunteers across the country, all monies being privately raised 
and not government-funded.  

Whilst a “cure” is not possible, the management of the 
diffi  culties experienced by a child having CF has brought relief 
when despair was the emotion most keenly felt previously.

For more information: e-mail enquiries@cysticfi brosis.org.uk
Or contact  HQ, One Aldgate, Second Floor, London EC3N 1RE
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Back in the Summer, I was approached in the car park by 
Molly,  hoping that the Church could do a centre spread for 
the Mercury. The PCC tossed some ideas around and we 
hope you find our assortment interesting.  
I am writing this at the end of October – still no frosts, 
sun is out most days and the autumn colours are warm 
and beautiful. We had a Team Service on October 29th, a 
fifth Sunday. It was well supported by parishioners from 
elsewhere in the Team as well as Membury, and definitely 
different.  Tony Nixon and Claudia Pearse had a combined 
band – which played very rousingly, along with the organ 
– others in the village may have heard them. Not sure the 
wildlife in the Church liked the trumpet, but we did.  The 
Rev’d Kay D’Albertenson gave a talk including an overview 
of some of the work being done at Pippins.
Earlier in October we had our Harvest Festival, followed 
by lunch in the Hall for around 60 on Sunday, and School 
Harvest and Tea the following Tuesday. The decorations 
in the Church looked wonderful – thank you, Emma 
Yapp (who did the Font) and all the Flower Ladies for the 
arrangements, and for growing such wonderful flowers; and 
thank you to all the cooks and tea makers who contributed 
to this busy time. Harvest Lunch raised £317 in donations.    
There have recently been two Pearse Christenings at the 
Church.  It is lovely to see this young generation growing, 
and so many children in Church, giving us all a sense of 
continuity.  
On  October 14th, the History Society walk got as far as the 
Church, and had a good look round inside, before it was 
time for tea and another look at the interesting exhibition 
in the Hall. It is good for all of us to look at the Church in a 
different context and mull over how so many people have, 
over many generations from at least Norman times, done 
wonderful and skilled work – with stone, wood, metal, 
cloth. It is a living building, although Grade I listing restricts 
some of the things we might like to do.  Our top concerns 
at present are replacing the worn bell ropes, thinking 
about masonry repair (possibly using an abseiling expert 
pointer), and what to do about painting? We could get the 
whole inside repainted for about £2,000, including repairing 
plaster where it is damaged, BUT the existing paint (except 
in the Childrens’ corner) is non-breathable so we are meant 
to steam it off first – making the work and cost seem out 
of reach for now.  We are tentatively thinking that we might 
do better if we had a “Friends of Membury Church” group 
– more people thinking of solutions, and knowing experts 
who might help.  There are already several informal friends 
who do things for the Church on a regular basis – for which 
we are very grateful.  
Christmas: Christingle service will be on Sunday, December 
3rd at 3pm. The Carol Service will be on Sunday, December 
17th at 7pm (with mulled wine and mince pies.)  Christmas 
Day Service will be at 10.30 as usual.  We hope that 
everyone in Membury has a very Happy Christmas and will 
come and support these services.

On Saturday 21st October, fifty members of the six churches 
of our Mission Community came together for the day to talk, 
discuss and pray about the future of the Community. 

Representatives from all the six churches (All Saints, 
Axminster, Combpyne, Chardstock, Membury and Woodbury 
Holy Cross), met together at the Baptist Church in Kilmington. 

The Rector took us through various activities in order to 
develop a picture of the current activities of the church; those 
things that were going well, the things we would really like to 
see and areas of challenge or difficulty. The day included much 
lively discussion accompanied by some merriment, much tea, 
coffee and delicious soup for lunch. 

In summary we recognised that we can develop a clear sense 
of common purpose, examine our priorities and aim for much 
improved communication. Detailed notes of the event will be 
written up and there will opportunities for anyone to respond 
and add to the debate. This was the beginning of a process 
which should enable us to redefine our aims and objectives as a 
Mission Community. 

Axe Valley Mission Community Visioning Day 
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Membury and its shop
From Ron Craddock 

For almost a hundred years, a village Post Offi  ce and 
shop has been open at Membury’s Five Ways Chestnut 
Tree junction. It’s good to have had its service for the 
half century after the loss of the Red Lion. Its closure 
presents a stark image of the 21st century – change 
that tells of passing ways, new ways. The village will be 
bereft of the personal contact of Sharon and Jeremy’s 
“service with a smile.”  Up early in all seasons to off er 
goods and a cheery welcome service to the village, and 
lost visitors, with wide local knowledge; that is apart 
from information on fl ora and fauna; although, it must 
be admitted, an occasional return from shoppers was 
required: help with the daily crossword, well rewarded 
with an enigmatic smile! (Why go to the Louvre to see 
the Mona Lisa smile when it is available in Membury 
shop?) And now it’s all gone – it’s a big, big loss for us. 
But for Sharon and Jeremy, it is a very, very well-earned 
life change to normalcy – no hustle to get down to the 
shop, time to get into their boat, and have a daily time-
table to suit themselves. 

Sharon and Jeremy, thank you very, very much for all 
your time and work. Enjoy the quiet rural life, on land – 
and sea. 

From Patricia Bruzon 
Thanks to Jeremy and Sharon for 

the years of help with the Mercury 
(amongst other things). I especially 
appreciated this when helping to edit 
the magazine, and since then as a 
recipient of and contributor to the 
magazine. 

Goodbye PO and Stores
From the Team

Won’t we all miss it! Not just the place to shop and post parcels, to stop for a coff ee or a glass of wine, to pick up 
the paper, along with any messages or packages other villagers had left for us, but to get local information (incredibly 
useful for the Mercury editor!) and to publicise – often sell tickets for – local events. Sharon and Jeremy ran the bar 
at the Village Hall for the pantomime and on some other occasions for a number of years, and also ran barbeques for 
Oak Apple day and other events. What we remember, though, is a visiting son-in-law’s comment: “That’s the begin-
ning of Christmas – the carols round the tree at the Post Offi  ce!” That was truly special. So – what are we going to do 
now? Membury being Membury, plans are afoot to fi ll the gaps – and no doubt our readers will have some sugges-
tions – but won’t we all miss it! Thank you, Sharon and Jeremy, not only for a service – but the memories, too!

CONVEYANCE LIST
We have been allowed a sight of this list, and while some 
of the information is incomplete, we think our readers 
would be interested in the contents. 
June 1927             S.M. Manning-Kidd  to J.H.Loosemore
August 1942          to Mrs. E. Sykes
September 1943    to A. Bennett
August 1944          to S.G. Chapman
November 1946    to S.D. Durrant
November 1947    to W.F.Letbe
May 1950              to Mrs. J. Terrey
August 1956          to Mrs. C.R. Hargreaves
September 1959    to R.V.S. and Mrs. J. Whittard
April 1968             to P.H. and  Mrs.E.M.A Welsman
September 1977     to J. and Mrs. S Page
March 1980           to P. & Mrs. J.N.Bryant
1987                      to Brian and June Thayer
1996                      to Pauline and Keith Jacobs
July  2004              to Sharon Rowe
2008                      to Jeremy and Sharon Wallace
August 4th, 2018    PO and stores closed 

From Patricia Bruzon 
Thanks to Jeremy and Sharon for 

the years of help with the Mercury 
(amongst other things). I especially 
appreciated this when helping to edit 
the magazine, and since then as a 
recipient of and contributor to the 
magazine. 
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HARVEST TIME The Belfry of Six Bells

Frank Pearce & Mark Sheppard

14 WINTER 2017

There are six bells in the belfry, five of which were tuned and 
re-hung in 1951. In June 2009, five bells were removed for 
refurbishment at Nicholson Engineering in Bridport. All had 
replacement head stocks and new clangers, and one had new 
bearings. The overall cost was £23,000, half of which was 
raised by the generosity of the people of Membury, and over 
£6,000 in grants.   The total weight is 61.5 cwt (6,888 lbs)
• Bell 1 = C (Cast in Croydon and hung in 1951)
• Bell 2 = B Major. (Dated 1723 and with engraved arms of the  
 Fry family).
• Bell 3 = A Major. (with the inscription, “Protégé virgo pia   
 quos convoco Sancta Maria”). 
• Bell 4 = G (With the inscription, “Est mihi collatum I.H.S.   
 istud nomen amatum”)   
• Bell 5 = F (Inscribed “T. Pyke, Bridgewater, 1781, Samuel   
 Hardy, John Long, Churchwardens.”).
• Bell 6 = E (Major. Decorated with a border of roses, thistles  
 and harp, together with the date 1638, some initials  
 and “Hark how I call, prepare your hearts and come  
 to the Kingdom of God and of his Sonne.”)

Anyone interested in joining the bell ringers, please contact  
Frank Pearce on 01404 881 or Mark Sheppard 01404 881 to 

find out when the practice sessions are. 
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Recollections of the 
Village Shop:
from Joy Dodd

1951 to 1959: Mr & Mrs Terry and family 
owned and ran the shop. The fi eld adjacent 
to the shop was also owned by the Terrys, who 
kept a pony for their children, with panniers mounted 
on the pony which took two children at a time. I was eight years 
old at the time and spent most of the time playing with the 
children, which included riding in the panniers! 

At this time, there were two other shops located in the 
village. One was located in the property that is now St. 
George’s cottage run by a Miss Huggins and was ideally 
located to also act as the school tuck shop where we used to 
buy penny sweets – they were the best!

The other shop was a butchers which was located in what is 
now Battens. The fi eld adjacent to the shop was later bought by 
a developer but I am not sure of the date or who actually sold it.

Jeremy’s recollections
Once the shop was built and opened the ‘little shop’ 

continued trading there until around early/middle 70’s.  It had 
changed from selling groceries etc to becoming primarily a 
sweet shop and ‘bits & bobs’ and run by a Mrs Eeles.

June and Brian Thayer: 1987 -1996
from Ashley and Carol Davies

Before we moved into St Georges Cottage, Kath 
Kettleborough (the previous owner) invited us over to introduce 
us to the villagers. We remember fi rst meeting June and Brian 
Thayer, then owners of the post offi  ce and shop, for the fi rst 
time. Having lived in London all our lives we were unsure of 
what to expect from village life, but June and Brian put us at 
ease with their friendly manner and extensive knowledge of 
Membury and the surrounding area.   

Brian and June retired in the early 1990s and moved to West 
Dorset. Brian knew of my passion for collecting old wireless 
sets. One day, he phoned me to say he had acquired a 1950s 
Bush radio and asked me if I would be interested in taking it 
off  his hands for a small donation to his favourite charity. As 
you can imagine, I didn’t think too long about it. I got in my 
car and set off  for Chideock at the earliest opportunity!

This was the sort of couple that they were, always thinking of 
others, and this is how we fondly remember them.
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Green Corner
from Jason Hawkes

22 WINTER

CHALLENGER FARM 
BED & BREAKFAST

 • Reasonable rates for locals
 • SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR

 • ALL EN-SUITE

01404 881255
CHALLENGERFARM@TISCALI.CO.UK

2017

A recent news release from the World Meteorological Organisation states that CO2 
levels in the atmosphere have made the biggest rise in the 30 years that they have been 
measured in such a detailed and comprehensive manner. While we are also seeing a 
surge in methane levels and a rise in ocean acidification, it does seem as though we 
are jumping off a cliff without knowing if the tide is in or not. I am as guilty as the next 
person of getting in the car to take the dog somewhere nice for a walk, but I have been 
looking at electric cars lately. One thing that is changing is the attitude of governments 
and carmakers about petrol and diesel. Whether it is due to public health concerns, 
moves towards a smart grid or the realisation that oil can’t last forever, the industry and 
lawmakers are queuing up to make announcements on dates for electric only vehicles.

Only ten years ago, this seemed like a gimmick. I test drove a Noddy-style electric 
car which, although it took off like a rocket, had a top-speed of 30mph and a range of 
40 miles - only good for a city commute. Battery technology has come on in leaps and 
bounds and, although it still faces major hurdles, especially regarding resource use, a 
change is gonna come.

The other side of the electric car gimmickry has been the electricity grid itself: not 
much point in driving an electric car if the power to charge it has come from a coal-fired 
power station.This year, though, has seen the first full day of coal-free power in the UK 
since 1880 and the continuing ‘decarbonisation’ of the Grid means electric cars may one 
day be truly ‘green’. I am seriously thinking that my next car will be electric.

On another note, I am part of a group called Sustainable Chard and we are putting on 
a big, all-day event for Earth Hour next March. I am against the concept of Earth Hour, 
per se - turn the lights off for an hour every year as a sop to the planet but you actually 
live and do whatever the hell you want for the other 8,759 hours! Hmmm! But it can 
prove a useful awareness-raiser.

In the Guildhall at 11.30am on March 24th we will have a children’s event with stalls, 
workshops and loads of fun stuff. In the afternoon, there will be a series of talks about 
how we can personally reduce our own environmental impact - which will NOT include 
‘How to live in a cave and knit your own yoghurt’! In the evening there will be a line-up 
of fabulous bands and entertainers. All proceeds from evening ticket sales and donations 
are going to a renewable energy project in the town. In 2016, Chard was pleased to host 
the biggest Earth Hour event in the country. Next year, we hope to make it bigger again.

I wish you all a wonderful and peaceful Christmas and a fulfilling 2018.

 
	

Memories of Membury shop
from Jim Gallantree

June and Brian Thayer owned the shop in 1995 and June was 
the chairlady of the Merrymakers. As the fi ftieth anniversary of VJ 
day approached, it was decided to organise a commemorative 
dinner and June was of the opinion that it should be an austere 
event in keeping with the situation in 1945.

On the morning of the dinner, the committee members and 
helpers assembled to prepare the hall for the evening’s event. 

June was busy serving at the shop. However, as the 
morning progressed, someone suggested that we 

should abandon the austerity theme and make 
this event into a more ‘up-market’ celebration 

of the fi nal end to the war.  We then begged 
and borrowed suffi  cient silver candelabras 
and table decorations to decorate all the 
tables. The overall fi nal eff ect was dramatic. 
Unfortunately, the chairlady was NOT 
amused by our eff orts!

Membury Post Offi  ce 2000AD
from Bill Foster

When Jean and I returned to Devon after a long stay in 
Cheshire, one of the best features of Membury Village was the 
Shop and Post Offi  ce run by Mr & Mrs Jacobs.  If memory is 
correct they took part in a national VPO (village post offi  ce) 
competition for the smallest post offi  ce and came third!

Another valued device was the Pigeon Hole brought in by Sharon. 
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CHRISTINGLE
Christingle celebrations are named after the Christingles 
that are lit during the service. Christingles are made from an 
orange decorated with red tape, sweets and a candle.Each 
piece of the Christingle holds special symbolism to help 
children understand  the importance of Jesus and the Gospel, 
and its relevance at Christmas time.  
• The orange represents the world
• The red ribbon (or tape) symbolises the love and blood of Christ
• The sweets and dried fruit represent all of God’s creations.
• The lit candle represents Jesus’s light in the world, bringing 
hope to people living in darkness
• Although Christingles have been taking place in England for 
nearly 50 years, the idea of the Christingle actually began in 
Marienborn, Germany in 1747. At a children’s service, Bishop 
Johannes de Watteville looked for a simple way to explain the 
happiness that had come to people through Jesus. He decided 
to give the children a symbol to do this. This was a lighted 
candle wrapped in a red ribbon. At the end of the service, whilst 
the children held their candles, the bishop said the prayer,
• ‘Lord Jesus, kindle a flame in these children’s hearts that theirs 
like thine become.’
• In 1968, John Pensom of The Children’s Society adapted 
Christingle and introduced it to the Church of England. This 
involved children decorating an orange with a red ribbon, dried 
fruits, sweets and a candle to create a new visual representation 
of Christ, the light of the world, celebrated by the lighting of the 
Christingle candles. 

COLOUR IN CHURCH
I remember a long time ago watching snooker on black 

and white television; can you imagine what it was like trying 
to decide what colour was being hit? What a revelation 
it was years later to watch it in colour! We take colour so 
much for granted; I would hate to live in a monotonous 
colourless world. In church we differentiate our liturgical 
seasons with the use of colour. 

VIOLET
The Christian year begins at the end of November, 4 weeks 

before Christmas with Advent. Advent is a time of preparation 
for Christians as we look forward to celebration of the birth 
of Jesus at Christmas. The colour violet is used in our altar 
frontals, pulpit falls, bible ribbons and in clergy vestments. Violet 
is also used during Lent, which from Ash Wednesday begins the 
6 weeks preparation to Easter

RED
Red can symbolise a number of 

elements from the fire of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost to the blood of 
martyred saints and is used from 
Palm Sunday into Holy Week up 
and until Maundy Thursday. It is now often used in November 
from All Saints Day up to Advent Sunday.

WHITE
This colour of purity helps us in the celebration of our great 

Christian festivals like Christmas and Easter, Trinity Sunday, All 
Saints day and Maundy Thursday. White is also used for the 
services of holy baptism, confirmation, holy matrimony and 
ordination

GREEN
Green is that colour which I think we are all 

used to, an everyday colour. When no other 
colour is suitable the church uses green and it 
is the colour most used in church being used 
for about 50% of the year. 
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Membury Shop 
from Ron & Judy Martin

In January, 2007, Sharon opened the new café/ library, 
attached to the shop, with villagers naming the new extension  
‘the Meeting place’. It was a café during shop opening times 
where you could purchase cakes, pastries etc and tea/coff ee. 
The library was stocked with donations from village folk and 
their families, and the books could be taken away to be read.  

The opening event was well attended by the village and wine, 
cakes and cheese were provided. Sharon was able to obtain 
a drinks licence and duly opened the Meeting place from 
February on Saturday evenings for people to come and have 
a meal. It became a great place for holding club meetings, 
parish council meetings etc and also those there could imbibe 
in the occasional alcoholic beverage! Many folk would gather 
there on a warm summer’s evening for a drink and a chat.

A Memory from Sharon
I remember Walter Burrough parking up on the driveway of 

the shop, opening the door of his car and reeling off  a list of 
groceries he wanted. I ran around collecting all the shopping.  
Meanwhile, Jeremy and Walter enjoyed a beer together!

Nancy Pearse quite often did the same but never at the 
same time. Nancy’s day was always Friday lunchtime!  

A dog’s memory of the village shop
from owner Val Cooke

My name is Barney and I would like to give my thanks to a 
special lady called Sharon. Sharon has given me and most of 
the dogs who live in Membury (and dogs visiting the village) a 
juicy treat when our owners were using the shop. For me, this 
has been for the past 9 years but my owner, Val, had previous 
dogs who all shared in this kindness. Sharon never forgot I was 
waiting in anticipation outside and would quickly come out and 
would always make a comment on how nicely I gobbled up my 
treat. If the shop was closed, as it now is, I have to be literally 
dragged past! I will miss Sharon and my treats and, of course, 
Jeremy who always took the time to speak to me, which I liked. 
Thanks to you both and best wishes for “A Happy New Life” 
with your 3 dogs.

 Barney Cooke

From Nat Bruzon
Visiting the shop shortly after opening hours was always a 

test of one’s crossword solving ability. Jeremy and Sharon 
were usually discussing the solution to one of the fi nal clues, 
and I would be greeted with ... “7 letters, second an ‘i’, 5th a 
‘t,’  clue :’A priceless substance.’

 20 minutes later I would walk out of the shop, clue unsolved, 
and the rest of the day would pass with the clue whizzing 
round my mind, to no avail!!! Still, I was happy that keeping my 
brain busy was yet another benefi t that our lovely village shop 
provided. 

Happy retirement Sharon and Jeremy, and thanks for everything.
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CHARITY NEWS - Wilf’s Walk
from Sara Cranfield

An extract from the Church register

16 WINTER 2017

Whilst looking though the church service register, I 
found this interesting entry for November 11th, 1918, 
written by the vicar, FEW Langdon. 
“No children’s service, the school being closed through 

the prevalence of influenza.
Today - St Martin’s day. John Denslow, the mason, 

brought back tidings from Axminster that there was a 
telegram at Snells, the bookseller in Axminster, stating 
that the fighting would cease at 11am. In other words, 

 
	

On Wednesday, September 13th, 
after morning prayer, Wilf and 
I went on a sponsored walk in 
aid of ‘Devon Historic Churches 
Trust’. We set out in very wet 
& rough weather, but by the 
time we got to Greendown, the 
sun was shining, and kept us 
company for the rest of the 
day. Petronella Byrd joined us in 
Axminster & walked with us to 
Smallridge. After stopping for 
lunch in Chardstock, we made 
our back way home, arriving just 
after 3pm. In all, we walked 12.7 miles and visited all 
four churches. Together we raised £250, half of which is 
coming back to St John Baptist in Membury to help the 
fabric funds. It was a lovely day and I’m so pleased we 
were able to help this worthy cause. 

Thank you all who sponsored Wilf & me in this 
venture. I hope we can repeat it next year & may even 
go a little further! 

the German plenipetenturies (sic) had agreed to the 
allied terms. Flags were flying, he added, and bells were 
ringing. And so, this terrible and devastating war has 
been brought to a conclusion by the triumph of Right!!
DEO SOLI GLORIA: DEO MAXIMAS GRATIS PER 

DOMINUM NOSTRUM JESUM CHRISTUM!!
And subsequently – 
The bells were rung at 6:15pm. 
A service, very well attended considering the short 

notice, was held at 7pm as follows:-
Hymn 298 (Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven) 
Lords Prayer, 
Ps 103 (Bless the Lord, o my soul -) 
Prayers
Hymn 379  (Now thank we all our God)
short address
 Te Deum (We praise Thee, O God - )
 pause for silent prayer, 
God Save the King and blessing”.
An interesting entry on two counts: the end of the war 

& the beginning of the ‘flu epidemic. 
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Membury MerryMakers
from Jill Bellamy, Chair of MerryMakers

Membury MerryMakers
from Mike Beaman, Vice Chair

 This summer has been busy as usual for the 
MerryMakers. Since the AGM we have held 
several Moviola showings, had a Ceilidh with 
a very successful Fish and Chip evening with 
a Bar and a Boules Competition. The Fish and 
Chip van will come again on the 3rd Saturday of 
September (15th) October (20th) and November 
(17th). Hopefully, Stuart, the van driver can fi nd 
Membury without getting lost this time. If not I 
shall go and fi nd him! 
In November we are joining up with the History 

Society to commemorate and celebrate the 
ending of the Great War. On November 5th, 
there will be a showing of the fi lm Journeys End, 
sponsored by the History Society, and then on 
Saturday, November 10th we are celebrating 
with song by the Raucous Chorus and readings, 
food and music in the Village Hall I do hope as 
many of you can come and join us at such a 
landmark date in our history. 
Our annual Quiz will be on Saturday, November 

24th at 7.00pm and please do support the 
Christmas Card, which goes to such a good 
cause. We do need your support. 

The Membury Pantomime
Next year’s pantomime is called Red Riding Hood (but not 

as we know it)!

THE PRODUCTION DATES ARE: 
Wednesday 23rd January – Open Dress Rehearsal
Thursday 24th January  - First Performance
Friday    25th January -  Second Performance
Saturday 26th January -  Matinee Performance
Saturday 26th January – Final Performance.
From  October 14th we have rehearsals every Sunday 4.00pm 

to 6.00pm (mostly for singing) and every Tuesday 6.30pm to 
8.30pm. Cast members need to be at most of these rehearsals. 
If you would like to join our happy band, on-stage, where we 
are still looking for young people to fi ll the juvenile roles, or off -
stage, please let me know by the end of September – otherwise, 
put the date in your new diary, and remember to buy tickets!

Many thanks
Jill Bellamy 881641 or jill-folletts@outlook.com

Calling all knitters! 
from Molly Barrell
What to do with all those oddments of wool sitting in a 

drawer somewhere, just waiting for the right stripe or cuff  to 
be needed? Fret no more! You can use them up, especially 
if they are some shade of red or green, and contribute to the 
pantomime as well! The plot of Red Riding Hood may not strike 
you as one that needs apples, but, believe me, in this instance 
it does – dozens – even hundreds - of them! Why knitted? 
Because they have to be thrown, and health and safety being 
what it is - - - So, if you would like to be part of the production 
without actually appearing onstage or lurking backstage, fi nd 
those bits of yarn, and cast on. They can be knitted on straight 
needles or DPNs, and there are lots of patterns on the web (or 
we can send you one, if you like.) Toy stuffi  ng is needed, but we 
can supply that, too, if necessary.

And when you see your very own apple(s) on stage, won’t you 
be proud? 

A REQUEST
You fi nd me writing this today full of that nice feeling which comes 

from having been among friends, eating a very pleasant lunch and 
throwing metal balls across a car park in our annual boules contest.

Every time we get together like this as a village is a special event 
for me, each quiz night, each fi lm show, each carol concert, each 
pantomime. And today it’s more important than ever to provide 
excuses for us to come together.

Now the shop has closed, events sponsored by the MerryMakers 
will play an even more vital part in keeping our village alive. But they 
don’t just happen; they need organising.

There are currently only fi ve of us on the MerryMakers Committee, 
plus the all-important Associate Members. And as for the average 
age of the present lot, don’t go there! 

We need more new ideas - more people. If you’ve recently moved 
into Membury or if you’ve ever been on the committee before and 
thought you should off er your help again, please talk to Jill, our 
Chairman, (01404 881 641) or to me, Mike Beaman (01404 881 828).

 We need all the help we can get. Thanks.
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CATERING  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS

DELICIOUS  LOCALLY  SOURCED  FOOD

•  Meals  for  the  freezer

•  Dinner  parties

•  Weddings

•  Funerals

Contact  Abbey  on:    07930  943  986

ABBEY ’S  

COUNTRY  

KITCHEN

School Report    
from Emily Scriven (Senior Teacher)

WINTER 2017

We have had a busy start to the school year at Membury 
Primary Academy! This September saw staff changes, with 
Mrs Leganski becoming head of Chardstock St Andrews 
and Membury Primary. Miss Scriven is now Senior Teacher, 
with responsibility for day to day running of the school. We 
welcome Mrs Cowan to the school as KS2 teacher. 

This academic year our whole school focus is 
‘Communities’. We hope to run this through all of our trips, 
topics and celebrations this year. Our first whole school trip 
took place in September with a wonderful visit to Dennings 
Down Farm in Smallridge by invitation of Mrs Hamish 
Bengough. This gave us an insight into ‘hands on’ farming in 
the local community. The children enjoyed spending the day 
in the forested area, taking part in outdoor activities, species 
spotting and learning about life cycles. We also got to see a 
cow having her hoof checked and antibiotics administered.

We had Mark Hancock from Ferne Animal Sanctuary to 
talk to us about animal rescue in the local community. He 
explained how animals come to be at the sanctuary, how 
they are cared for and the re-homing process. We were 
really interested to see how this is happening in our own 
community.

Our Harvest Festival service was a huge success. We were 
welcomed by the Rev Clive Sedgewick and were pleased to 
see many of the local community supporting us in church. 
The children had worked hard on harvest poetry, which they 
read out confidently. The KS1 children told us about shocking 
food waste facts that they had found out. The Y5 and 6 girls 
closed the service by explaining to the congregation that our 
tinned food collection would be going to Axminster Food 
Bank, for people in financial crisis in our local community. 
They told us about the work of the food bank and where it is 
located. We were then treated to a harvest tea in the village 
hall, put on by the church community. The children enjoyed 
their delicious cakes and sandwiches very much, so did the 
adults!

The KS2 class worked very hard by getting involved in the 
local history event which was held by Membury Local History 
Society. They used various sources to research Membury 
from Roman times through to the present. KS2 created a 
wonderful timeline of events which was on display at the 
exhibition. 

Our art club is in full swing once more. Jenny Beaman, 
Molly Barrell and Sara Cranfield have been working hard 
with community volunteers and KS1/ KS2 to make houses, 
animals and trees for an art club display at our art exhibition 
on December 14th from 6.00pm-8.00pm. We would love to 
see as many members of the local community as possible 
attending this event following on the success of last year’s 
‘Light’ themed exhibition.

What a busy rundown, in just 6 weeks of school! We look 
forward to another half term of hard work and close links with 
the local community and would like to thank you for your 
continued support.
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The car park playing area was almost clear of cars (thanks 
everyone), the sun was shining unabated, and the Membury 
boules players were all ready for action on Saturday, August 
4th, boules at the ready.

As usual, Nat was in charge of the playing area, and Patricia 
kept the scores and the order of play. Six teams (three per 
team) took part, while other non-playing spectators watched 
proceedings and carefully avoided any boules which strayed in 
their direction.

There was skill aplenty before lunch. At the break a delicious 
shared lunch was enjoyed in the Village Hall. (Some cynics 
stated that the lunch was the highlight of the day!) At the 
resumption, the third round took place, and at its conclusion, 
the scorer announced that the fi nal would be contested 
between the ‘Croissants’ made up of Sue, Rose and Paul and 
the ‘Delectables’ team of Judy, Ron and Richard.

After a close and exciting contest, the ‘Croissants’ emerged 
victorious, and receiving a bottle of wine each, presented 
by Merrymakers chairman, Jill Bellamy. She also presented 
Patricia and Nat with gifts and thanked them for organising the 
tournament. Two of the winning team, Sue and Paul, are new to 
the village, and it was great to see new people join in with the 
regulars.

Here’s to the next one! Well done, MerryMakers !

Fish & Chips
+ Pop up Pub

Saturday 15th September
Saturday 20th October

Saturday 17th November
From 6.30pm until 

about 8.00pm
 Membury Village 

Car Park
£5 per portion

Please order on 881641
or 

jill-folletts@outlook.com

6th Annual MerryMakers Boules Tournament
from P E Tanque
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HARVEST TIME The Belfry of Six Bells

Frank Pearce & Mark Sheppard

14 WINTER 2017

There are six bells in the belfry, five of which were tuned and 
re-hung in 1951. In June 2009, five bells were removed for 
refurbishment at Nicholson Engineering in Bridport. All had 
replacement head stocks and new clangers, and one had new 
bearings. The overall cost was £23,000, half of which was 
raised by the generosity of the people of Membury, and over 
£6,000 in grants.   The total weight is 61.5 cwt (6,888 lbs)
• Bell 1 = C (Cast in Croydon and hung in 1951)
• Bell 2 = B Major. (Dated 1723 and with engraved arms of the  
 Fry family).
• Bell 3 = A Major. (with the inscription, “Protégé virgo pia   
 quos convoco Sancta Maria”). 
• Bell 4 = G (With the inscription, “Est mihi collatum I.H.S.   
 istud nomen amatum”)   
• Bell 5 = F (Inscribed “T. Pyke, Bridgewater, 1781, Samuel   
 Hardy, John Long, Churchwardens.”).
• Bell 6 = E (Major. Decorated with a border of roses, thistles  
 and harp, together with the date 1638, some initials  
 and “Hark how I call, prepare your hearts and come  
 to the Kingdom of God and of his Sonne.”)

Anyone interested in joining the bell ringers, please contact  
Frank Pearce on 01404 881 or Mark Sheppard 01404 881 to 

find out when the practice sessions are. 
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 GK Plumbing & Heating Services  • All aspects of plumbing work   • Repairs and installations  • Power �ushing  • Bathrooms & wet rooms  —              designed and installed including tiling,electrics and plastering Tel: 07896 344457 Evenings 01297 32466

WINTER 2017BECOME A SCHOOL GOVERNOR AT  Membury Community Primary AcademyThe Local Governing Body of Membury Primary aims to ensure that children are attending a successful school which provides them with a good education and supports their well-being. Governors attend two termly meetings where reports about the school’s progress are discussed, they test information received by asking questions and make sure the school spends its budget wisely against the priorities shown in the school development plan.GOVERNORS:• provide a strong and supportive link between the school and the community• receive reports, make focused visits to the school, study results, and participate in other activities to enable them to understand the strengths and weaknesses of the school• understand how the weaknesses or areas for development become targets in the annual school plan and monitor progress towards those targets• complete governor training to make sure they contribute and work effectively as a team• are responsible for the conduct of the school and for promoting high standards.  • are willing to devote time, enthusiasm and effort to the duties of and responsibilities of a governorAs part of the governance structure of Acorn Multi Academy Trust, governors also report to the Directors of the Trust Board and Executive Head. It is the Trust Board that remains accountable for the exercise of its functions. Governors work alongside the Local Governing Bodies of St Andrew’s, Chardstock, Mrs Ethelston’s, Uplyme Axminster, Marshwood and Loders Primary Academies.If you would like to discuss the role, please contact the Chair of Governors on 881828.

Membury Primary Academy School Governor’s Reportfrom Jenny Beaman (Chair)When I last wrote, our school had just staged its Music Festival, and the children were looking forward to a long, hot summer’s holiday. Now the Autumn Term is more than half complete and already they have visited the church to give their special thank you for the harvest. And Christmas is not that far away…As their theme for this year, the staff have chosen to concentrate on the importance of communities - starting with the school community, widening the scope to consider the community of all the Acorn Academy schools, and then extending its focus to include the local community of Membury and the surrounding area of East Devon. Our Art Club project this term has therefore chosen Membury as its theme. Aided by school governors and members of the village, the children are working on a mural of our street to be put on show at the end of this term. Roger Clemens started by helping the children to look for fine details in buildings and turn small white boxes into beautifully decorated model houses and, thanks to the kindness of Jo Wootton and Paul Weldon, we now have a fabric map of the village on which to place them, and some fields to give a home to various small white sheep.The Art Club runs in the Village Hall after school from 3.30 to 4.45 on Mondays this term. Please come and share your expertise with us. It’s lovely to see the school and the village taking part in a common activity. With this in mind, we also plan to set up a loom in the Hall with a basket of multi-coloured ribbons in the hope that hall users and children alike will take a ribbon and weave it into the pattern, creating a community art project.

I would also like to thank the school for taking part in the Artisan Exhibition and History Walk organised by the History Society and the MerryMakers. The display, based on the history of the school during the last century, showed how life at the school was affected by world events - especially the two wars. Following on from the successful and popular walk around Membury, the school have asked Nick Yool to repeat his guided tour, ending with a picnic at Membury Castle.As last year, the school will be holding an art exhibition on Thursday, December 14th, from 5.30 p.m. Please come and see the wonderful work the children have been doing this term both in school and in the Art Club. Light refreshments will be available. We look forward to welcoming you.
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VOTE FORMEMBURY! 
BELL RINGING 19WINTERPlaying Field Reportfrom Joy Yapp (Fundraising Committee) 2017

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM THE POST OFFICE, SCHOOL OR VIA EMAIL TO MEMBURY.PTFA@GMAIL.COM 

12:30pm Sunday 3rd December Membury Village Hall LUNCH CHRISTMAS PTFA ORGANISED EVENT 

ADULTS £15  ▪  CHILDREN (3-16) £7  ▪  UNDER 3’S FREE  ▪  BRING YOUR OWN DRINKS  ▪ 

Great News!  I expect most of you will have seen by now that Membury Playing Field has been selected for Axminster Tesco’s Bags of Help Grant Scheme (the blue tokens in the box). Our application form was written when we were in early stages of fundraising - before we had installed the play tower and swings - so it is fantastic to see our project finally in Tescos! We are one of three nominated projects from November 1st to January 1st. Please could you remember to take a blue token every time you shop. There is no minimum spend needed to be given a blue token – so, however small your shop, please pop a blue token in our box. Every token counts!We would love to be able to install another piece of commercial play equipment in the Playing Field for the children of the parish - so first place would be fantastic! The project with the highest number of votes (blue tokens) will receive up to £4000; second place up to £2000 and third place receives £1000.  So please remember to ask for a token! Thank you so much for your support. An impression of Membury Playingfield     from Agnes Keenan-Barrell (a 9-year-old visitor to Membury)You may think Membury Playing-field is like any other playing-field: one swing, a slide and a see-saw. 

You are SO wrong. It’s this: 2 swings for toddlers and another 2 for older kids; a slide with a climbing frame attached and a four-seater see-saw. I totally recommend it! So come on 

down with your kids and relax (or sneak off to the Post Office to get a pint of beer!)NB The Editorial team wish to make clear that children must be supervised at all times when using the Playing-field equipment – save the beer at the PO (or glass of wine) until you are on your way home!
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Doors open 7.00pm for 7.30 start
Tickets £6.00 on the door only 

Refreshments available, Wine, Beer, Ice Creams, Tea and Coff ee 

TUESDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER

MARY SHELLEY
 At only 20 years old, Elle 
Fanning has amassed over 
50 fi lms to her name. While 
not all were successful, 
she has carved out a 
reputation for being one of 
the most versatile actresses 
of her generation. She 
is the perfect fi t to play Mary Shelley, one of the most revered 
female English authors. Fanning was 17 when she fi lmed the 
period romance, around the same age when Shelley penned the 
Gothic novel, “Frankenstein”  (or  “The Modern Prometheus”) 
in 1818. Shelley was a trailblazer in the 19th century, a fi ercely 
independent free spirit who followed her heart instead of 
conforming to social norms. The daughter of the philosopher 
William Godwin and Mary Wollstonecraft, also a renowned writer 
who died when Shelley was a baby. Fanning is picture-perfect 
in her period frocks, and gets “Frankenstein” published  - how 
is glossed over – but anonymously, because writing was not 
considered an appropriate profession for a lady at that time.

TUESDAY 2ND OCTOBER 

ON CHESIL BEACH     
 It is the story of Florence and 

Edward, young university graduates 
getting married in 1962. She is a 
talented and ambitious classical 
musician from a well-to-do family 
and he is a clever young man from 
humbler origins. Both have fi rst-class 
degrees and, in consequence, no 
small opinion of themselves. They go 
as virgins to the marriage bed in a 
way that was quite normal then and 
all but unimaginable now. The setting 
is a horribly conventional seaside 
hotel on Chesil Beach in Dorset, 
whose wild and windblown expanse 
is in grim contrast to their own corseted timidity and ignorance.  

TUESDAY 30TH OCTOBER

THE GUERNSEY  
  LITERARY AND    
  POTATO PEEL 
  PIE SOCIETY        

In 1946 a London-based 
writer begins exchanging letters 
with residents on the island of 
Guernsey, which was German-
occupied during WWII. Feeling 
compelled to visit the island, she 
starts to get a picture of what it 
was like during the occupation.

With Lily James and Michiel 
Huisman

MOVIOLA FILMS
FOR SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER

Membury Calendar Competition!
from Jason Hawkes, Secretary, Membury MerryMakers

The MerryMakers are pleased and excited to 
announce a photography competition, run in 
conjunction with the Mercury.

The broad theme would 
be ‘Membury’ (natural 
scenes or events) to be 
submitted by Friday, 
October 12th in order 
to receive, judge, select 
and order photographs 
in time for a 2019 
calendar to be printed. 
Remember, a natural scene 
doesn’t have to be taken in 
the month it is to illustrate – so if you have some good 
photographs of the snow in March, for instance, this 
might be used to illustrate December or January in the 
fi nal publication. Any suitable fl ower show photographic 
entries will also be considered. We obviously need to 
take safeguarding issues seriously, so may need to ask 
permission from any people in the photographs before 
we go to print.

We are still in the process of forming a judging panel 
(who will probably consist of a professional, a member 
of the Mercury team and one other.) Please send 
entries to the Mercury address with the clear title ‘2019 
Membury calendar’ and a separate page showing 
your name and e-mail address. If you want to submit 
an actual, rather than digital photograph (shock, do 
people still do that?), please speak to a member of 
the Merrymakers or leave in the mailbox at Windrush, 
Membury. 

Good luck and get snapping!
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 GK Plumbing & 
Heating Services 
 • All aspects of plumbing 

work  
 • Repairs and installations 
 • Power �ushing 
 • Bathrooms & wet rooms  —            

  designed and installed including 
tiling,electrics and plastering 

Tel: 07896 344457 
Evenings 01297 32466
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BECOME A SCHOOL 
GOVERNOR AT  

Membury Community Primary Academy
The Local Governing Body of Membury Primary aims to ensure 

that children are attending a successful school which provides 
them with a good education and supports their well-being. 

Governors attend two termly meetings where reports about 
the school’s progress are discussed, they test information received 
by asking questions and make sure the school spends its budget 
wisely against the priorities shown in the school development plan.

GOVERNORS:

• provide a strong and supportive link between the school and 
the community

• receive reports, make focused visits to the school, study 
results, and participate in other activities to enable them to 
understand the strengths and weaknesses of the school

• understand how the weaknesses or areas for development 
become targets in the annual school plan and monitor progress 
towards those targets

• complete governor training to make sure they contribute and 
work effectively as a team

• are responsible for the conduct of the school and for 
promoting high standards.  

• are willing to devote time, enthusiasm and effort to the 
duties of and responsibilities of a governor

As part of the governance structure of Acorn Multi Academy 
Trust, governors also report to the Directors of the Trust 
Board and Executive Head. It is the Trust Board that remains 
accountable for the exercise of its functions. Governors 
work alongside the Local Governing Bodies of St Andrew’s, 
Chardstock, Mrs Ethelston’s, Uplyme Axminster, Marshwood and 
Loders Primary Academies.

If you would like to discuss the role, please contact the 
Chair of Governors on 881828.

As an equal opportunities employer we are committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children.  An enhanced DBS check will be required of the successful applicant.

Membury Primary Academy School Governor’s Report
from Jenny Beaman (Chair)

When I last wrote, our school had 
just staged its Music Festival, and 
the children were looking forward 
to a long, hot summer’s holiday. 
Now the Autumn Term is more than 
half complete and already they 
have visited the church to give their 
special thank you for the harvest. 
And Christmas is not that far away…

As their theme for this year, the staff have chosen to 
concentrate on the importance of communities - starting 
with the school community, widening the scope to consider 
the community of all the Acorn Academy schools, and then 
extending its focus to include the local community of Membury 
and the surrounding area of East Devon. Our Art Club project 
this term has therefore chosen Membury as its theme. Aided by 
school governors and members of the village, the children are 
working on a mural of our street to be put on show at the end 
of this term. Roger Clemens started by helping the children to 
look for fine details in buildings and turn small white boxes into 
beautifully decorated model houses and, thanks to the kindness 
of Jo Wootton and Paul Weldon, we now have a fabric map 
of the village on which to place them, and some fields to give 
a home to various small white sheep.The Art Club runs in the 
Village Hall after school from 3.30 to 4.45 on Mondays this term. 
Please come and share your expertise with us. It’s lovely to see 
the school and the village taking part in a common activity. With 
this in mind, we also plan to set up a loom in the Hall with a 
basket of multi-coloured ribbons in the hope that hall users and 
children alike will take a ribbon and weave it into the pattern, 
creating a community art project.

I would also like to thank the school for taking part in the 
Artisan Exhibition and History Walk organised by the History 
Society and the MerryMakers. The display, based on the history 
of the school during the last century, showed how life at the 
school was affected by world events - especially the two wars. 
Following on from the successful and popular walk around 
Membury, the school have asked Nick Yool to repeat his guided 
tour, ending with a picnic at Membury Castle.

As last year, the school will be holding an art exhibition on 
Thursday, December 14th, from 5.30 p.m. Please come and 
see the wonderful work the children have been doing this term 
both in school and in the Art Club. Light refreshments will be 
available. We look forward to welcoming you.
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Membury Flower Show 2018 
from Jane Liddicoat (Chair)

First of all, a big thank you to every one who exhibited or visited 
the show last weekend (July28th). As well as the regular participants, 
it was great to see so many new faces. All this was made possible 
by the hard work put in by the Flower Show committee both in the 
preparation and on the day itself. 

We were joined for the day by Chris Symington, our previous chair 
for the past 17 years. As well as the help given through the day, 
Chris was on hand to judge and present the latest award given, the 
‘Chris Symington Vase’ for the best exhibit in the show (as judged 
by Chris). This year’s winner was an exquisite Sunflower entered by 
Jenny Beaman.

It was wonderful to see so many people supporting the event. 
The money raised through entrance fees, refreshments, raffle and 
auction, has meant we have been able to donate £300.00 for our 
two charities, Force and Parkinson’s UK. Again, I have to offer my 
thanks to the committee who worked tirelessly throughout the 
afternoon making and selling teas and coffees and running the raffle.

As usual, the auction was a resounding success, with Jeremy 
once again ‘cajoling and bullying’ money from the crowd. All good 
fun and if you missed it, make sure you stay to the end next year!! 
The auction is always the highlight of the day and we are grateful to 
those people who leave their produce to be auctioned.

We hope next year’s show will be as well-supported as this year’s 
(we’ll try to ensure the weather is as good but can’t promise!). As 
a committee we have been approached by people saying how 
much they enjoyed the show, hopefully we’ll have more entries next 
year. For those who were heard to be whispering such comments 
as ‘I could have grown/painted/made a better one’ - have a go! 
Remember, it’s the taking part that matters, it’s all good fun and 
- you never know - you too could be the proud owner of a cup! 
Thanks again, and if anyone would like to get involved with the show 
or committee, please contact me.

Prizewinners:
 BANKSIAN MEDAL – Jeremy Wallace
 TRENCHARD GREEN DOWN CUP - Rose Shepherd
 MEMBURY CUP – Rose Shepherd
 FLOWER ARRANGEMENT BOWL – Jenny Broom
 PAT WILSON CUP - Mary Pitman
 HANCOCK SHIELD – Simon Foster
 ANNIE & EDWARD BOOTH TROPHY – David Noyes
 W.I. CUP – Jane Liddicoat
 SILVER SALVER – Jane Liddicoat
 STEVENS CUP – Jeremy Wallace
 PARIS CUP & £5 TOKEN – Isabelle Pearse
 JUNIOR CUP & £5 TOKEN – Alex Yapp
 DAVEY CUP & £5 TOKEN – Emma Yapp
 POWER CUP – Alex Yap
 STEVE BARRELL ART CUP – Jeannette Bowditch
 RUTH ABRAHAM TROPHY – Jean Foster
 SNOW & ICE PHOTOGRAPH (Special class) – Daniel Lazar

 CHRIS SYMINGTON VASE – Jenny Beaman
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A recent stay in the Picos de Europa was a lesson in gargantuan 
portions and a trip down memory lane of childhood flavours. We were 
staying in the Hotel del Oso, in a beautiful national park. The food was 
genuinely home-cooked, and the taste sublime. No nouvelle cuisine 
here, only hearty bowls of stew full of old fashioned calories and local 
sausage and beans. The flavours of morcilla (Spanish black pudding), 
Chorizo (nothing like the anaemic supermarket copies) and tocino 
(chunks of proper salted pork  fat cooked to a soft melting mouthful) 
brought back memories of  warming, satisfying dishes we really only 
dream about  nowadays. The servings, in huge bowls which had a 
decent soup ladle for each guest to help themselves, were meant to 
be starters; I am still wondering who on earth could manage to finish 
the whole bowlful as well as the main course (and dessert)! This visit 
was a real treat. I am almost embarrassed to admit that we did turn up 
for breakfast the following day and enjoyed the eye-popping selection 
of food which included a table full of cakes and pastries, as well as 
the usual cold and hot dishes now served in many hotels. (Oh dear, no 
wonder the diet had to kick in on our return!)  

So how to consider less calorific meals? Much attention has focused 
recently on cauliflower rice. I did not believe that whizzing a cauliflower 
in a food processor would yield anything other than a real mess. How 
wrong could I be? Having decided to embark on a health kick, I decided 
to give it a whirl (or is it a whizz?) I duly whizzed with mushrooms and 
cooked it in a pan with garlic and a touch (only a teaspoon or two) 
of olive oil. I admit it was delicious. I am told, but have yet to try, that 
this can be added to a small quantity of Arborio rice to make a risotto. 
Apparently this tastes exactly like a normal risotto, except that it is 
perhaps better for the weight conscious. I have also been persuaded to 
mix celeriac with a proportion of potato to make mash and again against 
my better judgement, I found it tasted lovely. However a Spanish potato 
omelette made with boiled potato instead of the usual deep fried ones, 
though edible, was no joy. Not an experiment I would willingly repeat! 
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WINTER RECIPE 
from Patricia Bruzon 

Homemade Sticky Toffee pudding knocks spots off any 
other pudding It is surprisingly straightforward and not for 
the diet conscious.

Serves 4
6oz dates, stoned and chopped    

300ml water,   1 teaspoon 
bicarbonate soda

2oz unsalted butter ,  6oz caster 
sugar,   2 eggs, beaten,     6oz self-
raising flour, 1 teaspoon vanilla 

For the sauce: 300ml double 
cream,   2oz demerara sugar,      
2 teaspoons black treacle

1   Pre-heat the oven to 180ºC /350º/ Gas mark 4 and grease a 11 x 7 
inch baking tin.

2   Boil the dates in the water for about 5 minutes until soft, then add 
the bicarbonate of soda.

3   Cream the butter and sugar together until light and fluffy, then add 
the eggs and beat well.

4   Mix in the dates, flour and vanilla essence then pour into the 
greased baking tin.

5   Cook in the oven for about 30-40 minutes until just firm to the touch.
6   To make the sauce, put all the ingredients in a pan over a low heat 

and stir together until blended, then bring to the boil.  Some of this can 
be poured over the sponge and finished under the grill, or it can be kept 
completely separate and poured over the sponge when served.

My tip for Christmas?  Cook your pudding before you need the hob 
for your vegetables. Either leave in a pan of very hot water, or wrap the 
pudding bowl in a towel and place in an insulated bag. It will keep hot 
for quite a while;  and as mentioned in a previous edition of the Mercury, 
make your mince pies and freeze before baking. Take out just what you 
require and bake. Saves time and waste.  Enjoy the festive season. 
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Membury Primary Academy & Pre-School PTFA organised event 
All games are casino style. No actual money.   

WHEN 
 Saturday 3rd March  
8pm ‘til Late 
WHERE 
 Membury Village Hall 

£20 per person  
TICKETS  

INCLUDES : Buffet and Gambling Chips 
ATTIRE  
Black Tie  & 
Cocktail  Dress 

CASINO  
NIGHT 

No Under 18’s 
Bring your own Drinks 

For tickets call Membury Primary on 01404 881491 or 
email  membury.ptfa@gmail.com 

                                            PLUVIUS
Rainfall figures for the past 3 months:
August            95.3mm – 3.75”  (average   87.86mm – 3.46”)

September   122.4mm – 4.82”  (average   77.99mm – 3.07”)

October          62.2mm – 2.45”  ( average 124.46mm – 4.90”) 

At the end of the last article, written on August 2nd, I wondered if 
Summer would return: it did, briefly, between August 25th  to 29th, 
but that was about it.

There were only 7 totally dry days in the month, not very 
conducive to haymaking.

Again, there were only 7 totally dry days in September, with the 
total well above average. I am pleased to say that Mrs Pluvius 
and I experienced very little of this, spending 3 weeks in the USA 
where we saw just one brief shower!

Many thanks to my deputy recorders, Dan, Liz and Jon.

Storm Aileen brought rain and gales on the night of 12th/13th . 

Things improved, thank goodness, in October, but there were still 
21 days with some rain. It was the second driest October I have 
recorded in 25 years, 2007 with 46.0mm (1.81”) being the driest. 
The main event was ex-hurricane Ophelia which caused a great 
deal of damage in Ireland  on the 16th . She spared us, apart from a 
few very strong gusts, and brought no rain at all. What Ophelia did 
bring was a mixture of Saharan dust and smoke from forest fires 
in Spain and Portugal. It went quite dark for a time in the morning 
with a sinister yellowish sky and strange red sun.

Storm Brian on the 21st  also affected Ireland more than us.

The first frost of the season was in the early hours of the 30th –  
11 days later than last year.
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from Patricia Bruzon
Retirement to Membury seemed like a good idea a 

few years ago: the only problem is that life has been 
busier than it was before we came to this supposedly 
quiet corner of Devon. Merrymakers kept me involved 
in the many social aspects of village life, from enjoying 
the social events to getting stuck in to help in one or 
two diff erent ways. However, when I joined what at 
the time was known as the WI market (now Axminster 
Country Market) I was hooked. It never occurred to 
me when I joined that I would fi nd such an interesting 
and rewarding commitment. I knew I faced a challenge 
when I arrived with my three packs of scones, ready for 
sale, had one rejected (burnt edge) and sold one, the 
third came home for our tea. However, I was hooked 
by the concept, and decided to see what I might 
achieve, as an amateur home cook. You could say I was 
determined, as in those days there were a great many 
hugely-busy producers and queues of customers, but 
I worked till I became the biggest producer at market. 
That, however, was not enough for me, so I trained 
as markets adviser for the nine markets in Devon. To 
add to my various commitments, I joined the board 
which oversaw, at the time, over four hundred markets 
nationally. I loved the role fi rst as food director and 
eventually as chairman, standing down as per our 
rules after six years. Some retirement? You never know 

what surprises are around the corner when you dip 
your toe in the water. My reason for writing this article 
is to encourage anyone who might have some time 
on their hands (or especially if you are a busy person!) 
and think you could produce good quality home made 
goods, to think of joining our market in Axminster. We 
are especially anxious to recruit cooks, as we do need 
another one or two. You do not have to be a Michelin 
starred chef. You need to be a good home cook who 
can start small, (from 3 packets of scones to hundreds 
of pounds a month in sales is a bit of a leap, although 
like the moon I am now waning somewhat). We will 
teach you how to package, to label, to price and all 
the little wrinkles required to make a success of this 
enterprise. It is social and you will earn a little money, we 
serve the community (we now take a car with a selection 
of goodies down to the sheltered housing, so that the 
residents can buy at home, and we go to the local 
garage so that the mechanics get sausage rolls and 
chocolate cake for their elevenses). Above all, we meet 
so many lovely people. We have a Facebook page which 
gives a fl avour of what we are about, and a national 
web site: Country-Markets.co.uk. We work with the 
authorities to keep standards high, which ensures our 
reputation for home-made, home-grown, hand-crafted 
stays at the top of the game. Open every Thursday 
(see advert), we would love to welcome you both as a 
customer and especially as a producer. We celebrate 
one hundred years of marketing in 2019, so we might be 
doing something right!

from Pauline and Barry Marshall 
We can’t believe that it is now 25 years ago that 

we left the “big smoke” of London and moved to the 
quiet peaceful village of Membury. Our friends and 
family were worried about us moving to a derelict 
cottage in the middle of nowhere. We spent our time 
rebuilding the cottage for a couple of years then 
decided to widen our horizons when we were asked 
to join the newly-formed Pantomime group. Little did 
we know that this, along with the “Summer Shows”, 
would lead to years of fabulous fun times with so 
many new friends. Doors opened then to a vast array 
of unexpected entertainments and activities like 
badminton, bowls, boules, quiz nights, New Year’s 
Eve parties, Like Minds meetings, the Arts and Crafts 
group, Flower Shows, the History Society, the Raucous 
Chorus, Outings etc. etc. What a good decision we 
made when we moved to the peaceful countryside – 
where nothing ever happens!!!!!

Retiring to the Country
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Home is where...
from Judy Martin

Home is where you hang your @
A journey of a thousand sites 

begins with a single click
You can’t teach a new mouse old clicks.

Great groups from little icons grow.
In some places, C: is the root of all directories.

Oh, what a tangled website we weave 
when we fi rst practise!

Don’t byte off  more than you can view.
What boots up must come down.

Windows will never cease.
Virtual reality is its own reward.

Modulation in all things.

No summer break for the Raucous Chorus! Since singing 
in the Church Spring concert, where we gave the World 
Premier of Murmuration, a piece based on Pachelbel’s 
famous Canon in D with words by Molly Barrell and 
music arranged by Richard Barrell, we have sung at a 
wedding in June and a party in August (this without a 
conductor, who was indisposed!) Now, we are looking 
forward to our regular yearly concert in Tatworth Church 
on October 13th. This  is always an exciting event, which 
attracts a large audience. This year, we are celebrating the 
Centenary of the ending of WW1, refl ecting on the wide 
range of countries who fought side by side in the confl ict, 
and also some of the music that emerged at its end. 
Tickets are available – do ask a member of the chorus, if 
you would like to come. And then, we begin rehearsing for 
Christmas – another year gone! 

If you would like to do more than listen, remember: 
singing in a choir is more than just a bit of fun. It’s been 
scientifi cally proven that it is good for your health, 
getting more oxygen into the blood, increasing the fl ow 
of feel-good hormones and improving mental health. It 
also lowers blood pressure, elevates immunity and pain 
threshold, and develops stronger respiratory muscles. 
Music-making produces measurable pleasurable 
changes in the brain! Yes, that’s right, everyone can 
benefi t from singing. So you think you can’t sing? Try 
it, by coming along to Sing for Your Health at 6.00 on 
Fridays in the Hall. If nothing else, you’ll see that we 
laugh a lot and enjoy ourselves! Do come and join us! 

Damned Doors!
from Ron Martin
Ever walk into a room with some purpose in mind, only to 

forget what that purpose was?

Turns out, doors themselves are to blame for these strange 
memory lapses!

Psychologists at the University of Notre Dame have discovered 
that passing through a doorway triggers what’s known as an 
“event boundary” in the mind, separating one set of thoughts 
and memories from the next. Your brain fi les away the thoughts 
you had in the previous room and prepares a blank slate for 
the new locale. It’s not aging - it’s the damned doors! Thank 
goodness for studies like this!  

S4YH
from Richard Barrell
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Green Corner
from Jason Hawkes

22 WINTER

CHALLENGER FARM 
BED & BREAKFAST

 • Reasonable rates for locals
 • SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR

 • ALL EN-SUITE

01404 881255
CHALLENGERFARM@TISCALI.CO.UK

2017

A recent news release from the World Meteorological Organisation states that CO2 
levels in the atmosphere have made the biggest rise in the 30 years that they have been 
measured in such a detailed and comprehensive manner. While we are also seeing a 
surge in methane levels and a rise in ocean acidification, it does seem as though we 
are jumping off a cliff without knowing if the tide is in or not. I am as guilty as the next 
person of getting in the car to take the dog somewhere nice for a walk, but I have been 
looking at electric cars lately. One thing that is changing is the attitude of governments 
and carmakers about petrol and diesel. Whether it is due to public health concerns, 
moves towards a smart grid or the realisation that oil can’t last forever, the industry and 
lawmakers are queuing up to make announcements on dates for electric only vehicles.

Only ten years ago, this seemed like a gimmick. I test drove a Noddy-style electric 
car which, although it took off like a rocket, had a top-speed of 30mph and a range of 
40 miles - only good for a city commute. Battery technology has come on in leaps and 
bounds and, although it still faces major hurdles, especially regarding resource use, a 
change is gonna come.

The other side of the electric car gimmickry has been the electricity grid itself: not 
much point in driving an electric car if the power to charge it has come from a coal-fired 
power station.This year, though, has seen the first full day of coal-free power in the UK 
since 1880 and the continuing ‘decarbonisation’ of the Grid means electric cars may one 
day be truly ‘green’. I am seriously thinking that my next car will be electric.

On another note, I am part of a group called Sustainable Chard and we are putting on 
a big, all-day event for Earth Hour next March. I am against the concept of Earth Hour, 
per se - turn the lights off for an hour every year as a sop to the planet but you actually 
live and do whatever the hell you want for the other 8,759 hours! Hmmm! But it can 
prove a useful awareness-raiser.

In the Guildhall at 11.30am on March 24th we will have a children’s event with stalls, 
workshops and loads of fun stuff. In the afternoon, there will be a series of talks about 
how we can personally reduce our own environmental impact - which will NOT include 
‘How to live in a cave and knit your own yoghurt’! In the evening there will be a line-up 
of fabulous bands and entertainers. All proceeds from evening ticket sales and donations 
are going to a renewable energy project in the town. In 2016, Chard was pleased to host 
the biggest Earth Hour event in the country. Next year, we hope to make it bigger again.

I wish you all a wonderful and peaceful Christmas and a fulfilling 2018.
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Our new season starts on September 5th. We play on 
Wednesday evenings from 7pm and welcome anyone 
interested in trying their hand at playing in a friendly and 
not-too-serious environment. Bowls and tuition provided. 

Enquiries: Janet Andrew (Sec)  881036

Our group has closed for the summer but we re-open 
on September 6th. A very warm welcome awaits you 
if you would like to join us. We meet every Thursday 
in the village hall at 2.00pm except the last Thursday 
of the month when we meet in a member’s home. 
We bring along anything we 
happen to be working on 
and have a chat and, of 
course, a cup of tea. 
We occasionally have 
outings to craft related 
events. Contact 
Jean on 881685 or 
Pauline on 881260 
or just pop along. 

In June, we met at Sara’s to discuss ‘How Green are we?’ 
Recycling collections help, but even if things are recycled 
there is still an energy cost to the process. The main problem 
we identifi ed is the amount of single-use plastic that comes 
with things we purchase (not all of which can be recycled) for 
example: courier bags, water for car travel, washing up liquid 
and other cleaning products, bath & shower gels, plastic milk 
bottles, cling fi lm, fruit & veg containers, cooking oil, throw 
away pens & pencils…..and so the list goes on. 

We should ask ourselves “Can I buy this product in a 
diff erent container? ”– milk in glass bottles from the milkman, 
fruit & veg in paper bags or loose, re-useable water bottles, 
products such as food containers and chopping boards made 
from bamboo which is biodegradable when we eventually 
have to dispose of them and to fi lter out those micro fi bers 
in our washing, that end polluting the oceans, use a ‘Guppy 
Bag’.

Can we ‘up-cycle’ things ?” i.e. give them a new use, 
advertise unwanted items or take them to the local recycling 
shop. Can we repair things instead of throwing them away? 
(There is a repair clinic in the Blackdown Hills - see p 24) 
And, looking to the future, we may see walkways made of 
recycled plastic (one seen in Wales already), road & pothole 
repairs using recycled plastic to replaced the bitumen in the 
asphalt mix which is claimed to be stronger and more durable 
– wouldn’t that be a great benefi t from a much maligned 
product!

July saw us gather at Barbara’s for our annual Summer 
Social event. As usual, we all contributed an item of food or 
drink to make a sumptuous buff et. To add to the enjoyment, 
the weather was superb and we were able to eat in the 
garden. 

Many thanks to Barbara and Duncan for being great hosts.

Like Minds
from Pat Bulpitt

Arts and Crafts
from Jean and Pauline

Membury Short Mat Bowls
from Janet Andrew (Secretary)
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Kings, cabbages, horoscopes 
and constellations:

Nothing is guaranteed to annoy an astronomer more than 
confusing astronomy with astrology. Can you imagine NASA 
using a crystal ball to predict the precise orbital motion 
required for Apollo 8 to swing round the moon? Astrology 
dates from times when our ancestors, in awe of the majesty 
of their dark night skies, believed changing star patterns 
influenced everything from the seasons (true) to their personal 
fates (false).Today astrological forecasts are widely recognised 
as ‘fake news’ in our culture.  

Astronomy and astrology do share a common root: detailed 
observations of the movements of stars and planets. The 
Zodiac signs familiar to horoscope addicts are the 13* 
constellations which lie along the ecliptic, the apparent path of 
the sun as the earth orbits. They can be a useful prompt when 
identifying constellations in the night sky – eg look for Gemini 
after Taurus. Astronomy and astrology were intertwined for 
much of history. A meticulous approach to observation was 
employed by Copernicus – who initially studied astrology – to 
reach the landmark recognition that the Earth orbits the sun; 
while millennia earlier, just up the A303 from us, Celtic priests 
used observation and calculation to construct Stonehenge, a 
precision sharp marker of the winter solstice.

These days astronomy is what matters: science using solid 
maths and physics to predict rather than foretell. Famously, 
Neptune was discovered using mathematical prediction rather 
than observation, following analysis of discrepancies in the 
orbit of Uranus.

Observations this winter

So what does this rich data legacy help us to look for this 
winter?

• The annual Geminids meteor shower will peak on the night 
of December 13th, and is comparable to the summer Perseids 
in impact. This year there will be no interfering moonlight, so 
clear skies on or 1-2 days either side of the peak will offer 
great viewing for up to 100 bright meteors per hour. Look to 
the North East in the Zodiacal constellation of Gemini, marked 
by the bright twin stars Castor and Pollux.

• December 21st is the winter solstice (the shortest day and 
longest night), for those seeking the authentic Stonehenge 
experience.

• Our winter skies will be illuminated by 3 successive 
‘supermoons’ on December 3rd, January 2nd and January 
31st. The moon will look particularly large and bright (meaning 
higher spring tides and possible flooding) being at its perigee, 
ie orbitally closest to the Earth. January 31st is also a ‘blue 
moon’- the second of 2 full moons in the same calendar 
month.
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Winter Stargazing Reflections
from Ruth Foster

23WINTER 2017

• Jupiter will be the brightest planet visible through 
December, rising in the early morning in Libra.  

Artist’s image of the Christmas star

One modern explanation for the Christmas star is that 
it was a conjunction of Jupiter and other bright planets. 
Disagreement over exact dates makes this hard to prove.  
Whatever happened then, we are privileged in Membury 
to have front row seats for a night sky which still inspires 
the profoundest, most thought-provoking feelings at this 
seasonal time: 

“You don’t have to believe in a deity to believe in the 
existence of something infinite, omnipotent and omniscient; if 
by ‘all knowing’ we include the awkward fact that the material 
universe encodes in its massive entropy the fate of all of us – 
cabbages and kings alike.”**

* The 13th is Ophiuchus (astrologers use just 12, fitting our 
calendar year).

** Will Self in ‘Ode to Space’, a point of view on Radio 4: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09b19z3

Dense clusters of galaxies interconnected by filaments of 
still more galaxies replicates across 46 billion light years the 
ineffable mystery of why there’s anything at all rather than 
nothing.
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We don’t seem to be the only people 
who have escaped from Hertfordshire 
to Membury, but Jan and I are the most 
recent evacuees, happily settling in at 
Haccombe, and looking forward to getting 
involved with village life! I’ve brought with 
me my huge collection of board games 
(393 at the last count!) and I wondered 
if any of you (teenagers upwards) would 
be interested in playing once a month or 
so. We are happy to play at our house 
or in the village hall depending on how 
many people are interested. Please 
let me know if you are interested by 
emailing danieljlazar@gmail.com, or feel 
free to pop over if you want to have a look 
at my collection!

 If your experience of board games stops 
at Monopoly, Cluedo and Risk let me 
enlighten you with a description of some 
of the newer games on the market to whet 
your appetite …

Lords of Waterdeep (I hour +)
Have you ever played Dungeons and 

Dragons? This is a simple game very 
loosely based on the D&D universe for up 
to six players who send their workers off  
to diff erent locations to acquire money, 
rogues, fi ghters, clerics and wizards, to 
complete missions, each of which requires 
a diff erent combination, and provides 
diff erent rewards. This excellently themed 
game is great fun, not too challenging, and 
not too long. 

Isle of Skye (I hour – and a fair bit of 
thinking!)

For up to fi ve players, this off ers a 
diff erent game every time, because 
the victory conditions are never the 
same twice. You build your island using 
hexagonal tiles drawn from a supply, 
balancing the costs associated and the 
benefi ts of each tile and the way it fi ts with 
your existing island. You’ll make money 
by off ering your tiles to other players, but 
you’ll have to buy tiles off  them, and the 
best ones won’t come cheap. 

Seven Wonders (less than an hour)
Seven Wonders is a brilliant game for up 

to seven players but works with fewer as 
well. The game is played over three ages. 
At the start of each age you are dealt a 

hand of seven cards; you play 
one, pass the rest to the player 
on your right and accept six cards 
from the player on your left. You 
keep going until there are no more 
cards, then total up the scores. 
The scoring is complicated, and 
you won’t have a clue what you 
are doing for the fi rst game or 
two, but once you get the hang of 
it it’s a great game.

Settlers (I hour)
The game that revitalised the 

board games industry twenty 
years ago! Playable with 3-4 
players, you need to collect and 
trade resources with other players 
in order to build roads, large and 
small settlements which are worth 
victory points. First to ten victory 
points wins. Still one of our family 
favourite games!

Dead of Winter (some of the 
scenarios are quite long)

A zombie-themed cooperative 
game – so not to everyone’s taste. 
Works best with four people. Each 
game off ers a diff erent scenario, 
with diff erent starting conditions, 
and diff erent victory conditions. 
On each turn you search for 
weapons, fuel, food and other 
things, battle zombies, and face 
tough challenges. When you have 
met the victory conditions you 
win. Very simple - except that one 
of the players may turn out to be 
a traitor and scupper the win right 
at the end! Can very tense! 

Stone Age (at least 1.5 hours)
One of my favourites, for up to 

four players, each of whom have 
fi ve workers to deploy as hunters, 
or in the woods, the clay pits, the 
basalt mines or the gold fi elds. 
The more workers you assign to 
each location, the more dice you 
throw. All commodities are used 
to purchase huts or cards which 
are worth points at the end of the 
game. Alternatively, you can send 
your workers two at a time into the 
hut to “make” an extra worker to 
deploy on the next turn or you can 
plough a fi eld to provide food – 
you wouldn’t want your people to 
starve! It’s never clear until almost 
the end who’s going to win.

Pandemic (at least 1 hour)
A very popular and quite topical 

cooperative game that requires you 
to deal with epidemics spreading 
across the globe. Each player has a 
special ability to help with the fi ght, 
but you have to coordinate your 
actions or as the game advances 
you’ll be overrun. On your turn 
you can move around the board, 
treat outbreaks in diff erent cities 
or attempt to cure one of the four 
diseases spreading rapidly. Even 
the easy version is very diffi  cult to 
win, but it’s very satisfying when 
a plan comes together! This game 
works with two to four players, who 
might spend a long time arguing 
strategy – it is supposed to be 
cooperative, though!

Board Games
from Daniel Lazar
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now only two. I say two, but actually there are three as, after a 
minor fracas, one flew in a panic down the valley to Rock where 
it decided to give up its semi-nomadic life and live with the 
chickens at Forge Farm, lured by the promise of corn and the 
security of cockerels. Personally, I think it would be a tragedy 
not to see these interesting birds walking slowly in front of a car, 
complaining all the way or sitting on our gate loudly discussing 
who should jump first.

Wintery watercolours
Watercolour is a wonderful medium to help express the 

colours and misty atmosphere of winter and I would like to 
invite anyone interested to join us at Colecroft Cottage for a 
watercolour winter workshop. Students could happily combine 
a range of techniques including pencil, pen and ink, and 
watercolour washes. You don’t have to be an expert - beginners 
are welcome. I can provide a range of materials (if you have 
some, bring them along) and there is no charge. However, 
contributions to Macmillan nurses, would be very welcome.  
The workshop date will be Monday, December 4th from 2 pm to 
4pm with tea and cakes to follow. Please ring (01404) 881884 if 
you are interested.    

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.
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WAYFARING 

from Roger Clemens
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I suspect it’s a British thing, but with a change of season 
comes a comforting acceptance. There is something reassuring 
and grounding about being a part of nature’s unalterable cycle. 
Energetic summer lights cosy down into grey blues and russets 
as nature heaves a sigh. There is a sense of preparation and 
making things snug for winter; aromatic wood smoke buckling in 
the breeze blues the darker trees across the valley; rooks cavort 
and wheel around an old oak.The scene is set against a steely 
autumn sky backdrop; and for those of you that remember, at 
school it was always a time of seedheads and nature tables.

Nearby, the mahonia, resplendent with green leaves and 
spears of bright yellow flowers, is abuzz with bees, wasps, 
hover flies, beetles and butterflies stocking up against the 
long winter ahead. Late flowering plants and trees provide an 
essential forage crop for these insects - verbena bonariensis, 
sedum, buddleia, hebe, Michaelmas daisy and ivy are amongst 
the most important.

Ivy, much maligned as a garden pest, offers one of the 
most abundant and valuable food sources. Close inspection 
will show that around tiny maraca-like structures there are 
masses of minute yellow flowers rich in both pollen and nectar. 
Remarkably, at this time of year, even in towns and cities, it has 
been recorded that up to 45% of the nectar intake can come 
from this productive plant.

And then there were two - a short history of the Membury gleanies
I felt it important that someone records the life and times of a 

vanishing group of highly vocal and flighty Membury residents. 
It was a lovely bright sunny morning in October 2008 and my 
first in Membury. I eagerly flung open the bedroom window and 
was immediately assailed,  - no,  buffeted - by an unbelievably 
loud, grating, teeth-edging noise. I thought, in my ignorance, 
that it was someone at the farm above brutalising and pushing 
beyond endurance an ancient piece of machinery. Every now 
and then this machinery would retaliate and complain in a string 
of detonating expletives. Then, as if a signal had been given, 
brief silence would resume.

This was my first and memorable encounter with the Membury 
guinea fowl, otherwise known as gleanies. Long have these birds 
been prized both for their meat served in the best restaurants 
and for their beautiful speckled feathers in lilac, grey and almost 
black. These feathers were very fashionable and used by 
milliners as well as fly-tyers producing exquisite lures to catch 
trout, sea trout and salmon, the feathers being known as Gallina.

These birds, about chicken size, with long necks and small 
heads topped with bright red crests and combs, are real 
characters and are cherished by the village. They are famed 
escapologists, demanding the right to roam, wandering at will 
through the gardens and up and down Membury Road. They 
have a set route, unless deterred, and proceed with almost 
a mad avian dignity on their daily peregrinations, searching 
for food. They eat slugs, snails and invertebrates and have a 
penchant for corn. They are comparatively long lived and can 
realise the grand old age of 15 years. Guinea fowl are endemic 
to Africa and there live out a life in both forest and savannah.    

When I first became acquainted with the gleanies in 2008, 
four of them lived with Pauline at Goslins and six were resident 
at Colecroft Farm.  Unfortunately, Pauline had to leave Goslins 
after the flood in December 2008, and her guinea fowl felt a 
desperate need to join with the six at Colecroft Farm. After 
much effort and rejection, the four were accepted by the six, 
making a flock of 10 wandering the village. Sadly, over the 
last nine years the numbers have diminished and there are 
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Blackdown Hills Transition Group consists of like-
minded individuals who are concerned to address the 
challenges of the eff ects of Climate Change and our 
over- dependence on the forecasted depletion of oil, 
aiming to promote sustainability. What does it mean to 
be more sustainable?

The Transition movement, initiated in Totnes over 10 
years ago, was the fi rst Transition Town of which there 
are many now internationally, another example being 
Stroud in Gloucestershire. They are typifi ed by local 
councils taking on the mantle of doing things diff erently 
where they can to encourage a local economy to 
be less reliant on products and services from afar, 
additionally encouraging us as individual households to 
be more sustainable in our daily lives. How might we do 
this? You are probably doing some of this already - if 
not, join in!

Think twice before shopping. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. 
Make sure your big purchases have big environmental 
benefi ts. Go Plastic Free. Boycott products that 
endanger wildlife. Pay attention to labels: buy local, 
Fairtrade, organic. Be water wise, drink tap water, 
conserve water. Drive less, drive green. Green your 
home, Insulate, Use energy saving appliances. Choose 
wild energy, use a green energy supplier. Take extinction 
Off  Your Plate. Choose to have a smaller family. Use 
your voice and vote. Encourage politicians to have 
green policies to address our environmental challenges.

(The Center for Biological Diversity (biologicaldiversity.
org))

The Blackdown Hills Transition Group organise a 
number of events throughout the year, including the bi-
monthly Repair Cafe in Hemyock, apple pressing days, 
seed swaps, election Hustings of Green issues, fi lm 
shows, discussion groups and attendance at events, 
most recently the Honiton Show.

The next Repair Cafe is on Saturday, September 22nd  
from 10am to midday at Hemyock Parish Hall. Our 
AGM, to which all are welcome, is on September 5th at 
the Catherine Wheel Pub in Hemyock from 7.30pm

October sees the return of the popular Apple pressing 
days where you are encouraged to bring all your home-
grown apples for pressing and take home lovely juice to 
store for the winter months ahead. Current dates are:

Sunday, October 7th  at the Holman Clavel pub, 
Culmhead, Taunton TA3 7EA;

Sunday , October 14th  at Glebe Park Upottery Playing 
Fields EX14 9RH; and 

Saturday and Sunday, October 20th  and 21st  at 
Stentwood Farm, Dunkeswell EX14 4RW. Admission is 
free. See our website for times. 

https://blackdownhillstransition.net  Also on Facebook 
and Twitter

PLUVIUS
Rainfall fi gures for the past 3 months:
 May    35.9mm – 1.41”  (average 73.30mm – 2.89”)
 June    2.1mm  -  0.08”  (average 65.70mm – 2.59”)
 July     50.9mm – 2.00”  (average 67.59mm – 2.66”)
The old Chinese curse “May you live in interesting times” 

comes to mind. Things have certainly been “interesting” 
meteorologically recently – fl oods in December, heavy snow 
and rain in March and now a drought.

 There was a frost in the early hours of May 1st  (don’t 
cast a clout etc) but that was soon forgotten as the month 
became mainly warm and sunny. Although there was less 
than half the average rainfall, there was some rain on 13 
days in May. The end of the month was warm and humid 
with much of the country having severe thunderstorms which 
we escaped apart from a few rumbles on the evening of the 
26th, with no rain.

 June was by far the driest month I have recorded in 26 
years, although there was some rain on 11 days. “Some rain” 
includes the merest trace which involved checking the car’s 
windscreen to make sure I wasn’t imagining it.

Temperatures did not reach the extremes of last year (31°C 
or more) – my thermometer has not reached 30°C this year 
at the time of writing (August 5th).

Blackdown Hills Transition Group
from Jim Rogan
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CATERING  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS

DELICIOUS  LOCALLY  SOURCED  FOOD

•  Meals  for  the  freezer

•  Dinner  parties

•  Weddings

•  Funerals

Contact  Abbey  on:    07930  943  986

ABBEY ’S  

COUNTRY  

KITCHEN

School Report    
from Emily Scriven (Senior Teacher)
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We have had a busy start to the school year at Membury 
Primary Academy! This September saw staff changes, with 
Mrs Leganski becoming head of Chardstock St Andrews 
and Membury Primary. Miss Scriven is now Senior Teacher, 
with responsibility for day to day running of the school. We 
welcome Mrs Cowan to the school as KS2 teacher. 

This academic year our whole school focus is 
‘Communities’. We hope to run this through all of our trips, 
topics and celebrations this year. Our first whole school trip 
took place in September with a wonderful visit to Dennings 
Down Farm in Smallridge by invitation of Mrs Hamish 
Bengough. This gave us an insight into ‘hands on’ farming in 
the local community. The children enjoyed spending the day 
in the forested area, taking part in outdoor activities, species 
spotting and learning about life cycles. We also got to see a 
cow having her hoof checked and antibiotics administered.

We had Mark Hancock from Ferne Animal Sanctuary to 
talk to us about animal rescue in the local community. He 
explained how animals come to be at the sanctuary, how 
they are cared for and the re-homing process. We were 
really interested to see how this is happening in our own 
community.

Our Harvest Festival service was a huge success. We were 
welcomed by the Rev Clive Sedgewick and were pleased to 
see many of the local community supporting us in church. 
The children had worked hard on harvest poetry, which they 
read out confidently. The KS1 children told us about shocking 
food waste facts that they had found out. The Y5 and 6 girls 
closed the service by explaining to the congregation that our 
tinned food collection would be going to Axminster Food 
Bank, for people in financial crisis in our local community. 
They told us about the work of the food bank and where it is 
located. We were then treated to a harvest tea in the village 
hall, put on by the church community. The children enjoyed 
their delicious cakes and sandwiches very much, so did the 
adults!

The KS2 class worked very hard by getting involved in the 
local history event which was held by Membury Local History 
Society. They used various sources to research Membury 
from Roman times through to the present. KS2 created a 
wonderful timeline of events which was on display at the 
exhibition. 

Our art club is in full swing once more. Jenny Beaman, 
Molly Barrell and Sara Cranfield have been working hard 
with community volunteers and KS1/ KS2 to make houses, 
animals and trees for an art club display at our art exhibition 
on December 14th from 6.00pm-8.00pm. We would love to 
see as many members of the local community as possible 
attending this event following on the success of last year’s 
‘Light’ themed exhibition.

What a busy rundown, in just 6 weeks of school! We look 
forward to another half term of hard work and close links with 
the local community and would like to thank you for your 
continued support.

	

	
Telephone:	07436793158	
Email:	re%ersgarage@btconnect.com	

!
 

!

• 	Discount new tyre sales!
!
•  Fitting and balancing!

•  Puncture repairs!
!
!

T.	J	Re1er	
O1erwood	
Newtown	

Buckland	St	Mary	
Chard	

Somerset	
TA20	3ST	

tyre sales

	

VAT	number:	189308275	
!

 

!
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DAVID REED
OFTEC REGISTERED

AGA & RAYBURN 
COOKERS SERVICED

OIL COOKERS & BOILER 
SERVICING & REPAIRS

TELEPHONE: 01297 443321
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		Felicity’s	Cleaning,	Ironing		

and		

Small	Pet	Sitting	Service.	

	

• Cleaning		Hours		Available.	
• Holiday	cottage	cleaning.	
• Pressing	with	Elna	press.	
• Looking	after	small	pets	during	short	

breaks.	
• References		Available.	

	

Caring,	Friendly	and	Mobile	

Ring	Felicity	on	

01404	881640	

MEMBURY 
MID-SUMMER FETE 
SATURDAY, JUNE 23rd  2018 

 
Would you, your club or society 

like to be involved in this exciting 
new event in Membury? 

We are hoping to start an annual 
event for the WHOLE community 
to enjoy and would love your help! 

 
Raise money for your own charity or 

club, have fun and be part of something 
exciting! 

If you would like 
-   your club/group to be involved 
-   to help 
-   to join our Fete committee 

please contact 
Nigel Cook at: 

nigel.cook10@btinternet.com 
EVERYONE VERY WELCOME 
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Building a House with a Film Crew in Tow
from Elizabeth Tetlow
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Having a microphone fitted involved a quick threading of wires 
up and down inside clothes and into the back pocket with a 
discreet attachment clipped near the neck.  At that point, it was 
wise to remember that every noise and uttered word could be on 
tape and potentially broadcast to the nation – quite a sobering 
thought! A careless remark or cutting comment was definitely 
not advisable and, once there was a usable bathroom to visit, 
remembering to remove the microphone first was essential!

Regrettably, there was no camera crew with us on the day 
my mobile ‘phone slipped slowly out of the top pocket of my 
overalls and into the newly-opened pot of primer as I bent over 
to stir it whilst up on the highest layer of scaffolding. They did, 
however, capture many of the humorous exchanges and banter 
that took place. They often remarked that our building site was a 
happy place to be. This, they said, was often not the case when 
they filmed at other building projects where tension and tempers 
could run high.

The final filming day, when the building was near to 
completion, went by at a furious pace. An even larger crew 
arrived with three people operating a jib with a boom mounted 
camera on top. A drone was used to capture some remarkable 
aerial shots.  A stills photographer spent the entire day taking 
photographs both inside and outside the house.  A convoy of 
vehicles had to be hidden down the drive. Editors and sub-
editors, producers and sound recordists, cameramen and 
camerawomen, interviewers and runners – the house was nearly 
bursting. Their coffee machine couldn’t take the strain and gave 
up the ghost. I leant them ours but on its return to me, I realised 
it, too, was never going to be the same again. 

All of this could have been very intrusive and positively 
annoying but we never found it so.  Every person involved in the 
filming of the construction of our house was utterly professional, 
efficient, considerate and best of all, charming and interesting. 
Whether the whole process was of interest is for others to judge. 
For ourselves, we have an intricate and entertaining permanent 
record of the construction which shows that regeneration 
and new design in our countryside can improve it rather than 
threaten it.  The reaction to the programme has been simply 
overwhelming and heart-warming.  Most of all, we hope that our 
brilliant team from the Blackdown Hills will prosper from their 
exposure on national TV.   

Ancient and Modern
Building a new home in open countryside in an area of 

outstanding natural beauty is controversial. Planning permission 
is rarely granted. When it is, the building has to be of exceptional 
architectural merit, innovative and improve its surroundings. 
We wanted to share our experience of achieving these aims, 
showing how our environment can be improved by imaginative 
design. Protecting ancient countryside does not mean that it 
has to be preserved in aspic. It can move forward, regenerate 
and enhance itself. We also wanted to share this conviction and 
the Planning Committee agreed and made it a condition that we 
made the process of our build public. The producers of Grand 
Designs felt that our journey through this experience would be 
of interest and we hoped it might help to encourage and inspire 
others. So, we decided to embrace this extra challenge and 
invited the film crew to join us for the next two and a half years.

Building a home is one of life’s great challenges and it must 
be admitted that it can be a stressful experience. It is all-
consuming, laborious, engrossing, strenuous, exhausting, but 
most of all, exciting. To do it with a house that is testing new 
technology, that is organic in its shape and curved both in 
section and in plan, takes all of these things to another level. 
Doing all that and being followed by a TV film crew at the same 
time was only going to add to the excitement and challenge.  

The film crew wanted to capture the progress of the build 
from start to finish. We became used to a core group of 
programme-makers arriving and setting up their equipment for 
the day, whatever the weather. In driving rain, wind, sun and 
nearly always muddy, they spent the day on site, talking to our 
great skilled trades-people, our architect and contractors and 
interviewing many of them. Filming started with the concept 
on the bare site. It continued with concrete being pumped 
onto foundations, the manufacturing process of the curving, 
structural English larch glued and laminated beams, glulams, at 
the factory in Crediton and a trip to the Eden Project from where 
we had taken inspiration. Every detail of 
the unique roof was captured and some 
of the decorative elements that would be 
incorporated both within the house and 
as part of the roof covering were included. 
The film crew became as much a part of 
the build process as the construction team. 
There was a great sense of teamwork 
with building craftsmanship and skilled TV 
production working hand in hand.   

On selected days, a much larger team 
than usual arrived, along with extra sound 
recordists, camera men or women and 
location assistants or “runners,” aptly 
named for all their running around, doing all 
the odd jobs, holding umbrellas, fetching 
batteries, setting up coffee and tea stations 
and taking orders for the important lunch-
time food from local hostelries.  Some shots 
were re-done over and over again, with 
different lights and from different positions.  
Attention to detail was unbelievably 
rigorous. The site needs to quieten down 
a little when an interview is scheduled. At 
times, three or four different radios could 
be playing music around the building and 
often they were tuned to different stations. 
There was also singing!  A runner would 
politely request a reduction in volume at the 
required time.  

Competitive Rates

Tree Climbing / Dismantling / Felling

Hedge Trimming / Laying

Pruning of Fruit Trees

Garden Clearance

All Types of Fencing
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Wayfarer
from Roger Clemens

The landscape in early August refl ects the 
hot, dry conditions experienced this year. 
The fi elds are a light ochre and the trees 
have long since lost the bright and verdant 
greens of Spring. Throughout this hot, dry 
spell there has been some welcome rain 
but not nearly enough, particularly for the 
farmers who have only managed one cut 
(of grass), possibly two on some fi elds, 
compared with three or four in a normal 
year. This, of course, will mean buying 
in winter feed for cattle - an expensive 
situation.

With drought conditions in mind as you 
walk the parish, you may see evidence of an 
old yet sophisticated irrigation network that 
utilised both surface water and springs from 
the easterly greensand and the nutritious 
water coming from deep down in the chalk 
aquifers, usually to the west. These springs, 
pure, cool and constant, have always been 
sought out and prized by our predecessors. 
Long before the Romans they were cherished 
and would have been held as sacred, the 
Romans dedicating Temples of Isis to these 
pure and constant springs. The powerful 
and reliable spring that issues from under 
Rock House was much celebrated in the 
more recent past for its contribution to 
cheesemaking qualities. (See Pulman’s Book 
of the Axe). It is this active and substantial 
spring that provides the mill race water 
used to power the overshot wheel at Rock 
Mill. This water holds little sediment, so is 
doubly useful as the millpond is unlikely to 
have needed dredging too frequently.

Moving down the hill from Rock you may 
notice - although now diffi  cult to see as they 
are very overgrown - sluices and structures 
of wood, stone and metal that controlled 
and directed the valley water via a system 
of channels along contours to enable fi elds 
to be watered and enriched. I have to admit 
I don’t know enough about the systems 
but surmise that the water used included 
surface water from the greensand that would 
probably have sediment in suspension and 
thus provides nutrients in the same way 
that carriers and hatches on chalk stream 
watermeadows do. There are structures 
under the bank leading up to Lee Hill and 
also substantial sluices, now almost washed 
away, by the footpath leading from the 
style near Beckford Farm. The slope and 
position of the large fi eld below Yarty House 
could have been successfully irrigated by 
the control of this now almost-vanished 
control sluice. Often these irrigation channels 
echoing the contours might only be 6 inches 
high and made of banked earth, designed 
to be easily broached, enabling water to be 
directed exactly where needed.

Amazing greys and WW1 heroes
Sometimes a switch is fl icked and through a 

chance observation questions are answered. 
I have always been impressed with the sheer 

vibrancy and animated colour display on 
a wood pigeon’s neck, as purples, cerise 
and green fl ash metallically in the sun, but 
it was some time before I fully appreciated 
the qualities of its grey body plumage. As I 
watched a wood pigeon walk quietly into the 
shade, it suddenly vanished and became a 
shadow itself.   Somehow, chameleon like, 
it took on the surrounding colours resulting 
in a wonderful camoufl age. Artists will tell 
you that greys are tertiary colours made up 
of the three primaries of red, yellow and blue 
and I am sure it is these qualities that enable 
greys to take on or refl ect the myriad colours 
in nature.

This November, we will remember the 
sacrifi ces made during WW1. Perhaps 
not always remembered is the part played 
by brave and faithful animals. The valiant 
contribution made by horses and faithful 

message-carrying dogs has been given 
some exposure but I would like to take 
the opportunity to mention and give 
some idea of the feats achieved by the 
humble wood pigeon’s cousin, the carrier 
pigeon. The carrier pigeon has a long and 
distinguished career as a message carrier 
throughout history, and its homing ability to 
carry information over long distances was 
certainly used even before Roman times.   
However, during WW1, when wireless 
was in its infancy, they fl ew when the 
wires were down through huge disruptive 
storms and shell barrages, even through 
clouds of mustard gas. There are many 
well-documented examples recording the 
achievements of these birds, in one case one 
pigeon literally saving 400 lives (a sinking 
warship). I thought it worth including here a 
passage from John Lewis-Stempel’s 

‘Where Poppies Blow - the British Soldier, 
Nature and the Great War’.    

One, No. 2709, was dispatched with a 
message from the front line to division 
HQ at 1:30 pm. During its passage, it was 
struck by a German bullet which broke its 
leg and drove the metal canister containing 
the message into the bird’s body. The bullet 
passed out of the bird’s back. Although 
wounded and sodden with rain, the bird 
struggled home to its loft, a distance of 9 
miles, and delivered its message at 10:53 
am the following day 4 October, dying shortly 
after its arrival. This bird was preserved in a 
glass case labelled ‘Died of wounds received 
in action’”.    

 One wag suggested that the Carrier 
Pigeon Service (CPS) was the fi rst fl ying 
corp.
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from Bill & Anne Sheppard

Packing for a holiday abroad is normally straightforward. The 
aeroplane weight rules dictate most of what you take. Packing 
for a caravan holiday in the UK normally results in packing 
everything but the kitchen sink. Packing for a holiday on a canal 
barge, having never been on one, presented a lot of: 

“Shall we take this”?  

“What about this”? 

“Put it in, we can always take it out later.’ So with minimum 
clothing, but maximum victuals, we set off on March 3rd, 
taking in bed and breakfast ready to board the canal barge: 
‘Better Than Ever’ numbered 96, berthed at Whixall Marina, 
Shropshire the following day. We were to meet our sister Sue 
and brother-in-law David, and the dog Aisha at the Marina to 
sort the victuals and register with the office to be told what time 
‘Better than Ever’ would be ready. The Marina was quiet, a few 
swans in the water adding to the holiday atmosphere, and only 
‘Better than Ever’ berthed up on the jetty. A couple of cups of 
tea, victuals topped up, beer, wine, spirits ready to load and a 
half hour to wait to board and go. Finally Whixall staff gave 
us the all-clear and we loaded, changed into nautical clothing, 
donned the Captain’s and First Mate’s hats and set off for our 
first port of call: Ellesmere, probably no more than five miles 
down the canal but it was gonna take three/four hours to get 
there. Yep! we weren’t gonna break any speed records but the 
lovely chug chug of the engine, although soporific to start with 
became a splendid companion. During the journey victuals 
were stowed, clothes rearranged, dog’s bed organised and food 
prepared for the evening meal. Ellesmere was finally reached 
and we berthed up long enough to collect drinking water from 
the supermarket just off the jetty. Here we met many other 
boaters and it was clear that this boating lark was an ‘all age’ 
holiday as the age of the boaters ranged from children as young 
as two weeks to old fogy types like us in their dotage. Underway 
again on a sunny, warm and pleasantly windless evening we 
travelled for an hour into the country and moored up for the 
evening. There was no-one about, just a few sheep and cows for 
company. I thought that if this was to be the norm, then what a 
super relaxing few days we were in for! 

The following day, after breakfast, we got underway for our 
final destination of Llangollen in Wales. Mark you, at three 
miles per hour maximum this was going to take a couple of 
days. I was taught the rudimentary tasks of ‘Lifting Bridges’ 
and ‘manoeuvring through locks’. The camaraderie at these 
points was fantastic. Tales of Kingfishers, Heron’s catching 
fish by Olympic-type diving and other boaters stuck on the 
mud – Wow - and the joviality with walkers and bikers on the 
tow-path always embarrassed us as they walked, ran and cycled 

faster than we did - an odd sensation. Mooring up a couple of 
times a day for meals on the tow path was great fun, all self-
service from the galley, there being no pubs on this route. We 
were all excited about passing over an aquaduct, the boaters on 
the return journeys helping build our feeling of awe, as it was 
a one barge, one way, system and two hundred and thirty feet 
from water to ground. (Some of our crew decided that they 
would lock themselves below with the dog and just read.) The 
aquaduct was certainly awesome. Designed by Brunel, this 
piece of engineering had been built and first used in 1802 and 
the original sealing between the lengths of steel was still there. 
It had been boiled in sugar and was guaranteed to last forever. 
I thought, as long as it lasts until we come back that is all that 
matters!

Arriving in Llangollen we were met with the most horrendous 
‘din’. Unknown to us, it was the annual ‘Motor Cycle’ Rally, huge 
stage, rock music, scramble racing, displays of every type from 
owls to rabbits, and a carnival atmosphere. A crew huddle took 
place and we decided to stay. The overnight fee for the barge, 
including water and electricity was excellent at £6. Luckily, the 
cacophony of sound shut down in the evening and we were able 
to sleep peacefully. 

Llangollen was a town totally set up to take your money: 
lively, full of holiday trinkets, food stalls everywhere; children 
loved it, but I have a feeling parents weren’t so keen. The 
motor-cycle Rally provided surprises, like the Penny Farthing 
motor bike, the six-wheeled motor bike, Ducatis, Harleys of 
every size and shape, bikes from 1937 onwards, all adding to 
the noise. Mind you, I admired those who rode no-handed 
standing on the saddles, showing off. Children as young 
as five/six were riding in the arena in total control as they 
competed on the course set out for them -magic!

On our return journey, the weather was all over the place, 
from an ice storm when we had a quarter inch of ice covering 
the helmsman and deck, to rain, sunshine and wind. But, hey! 
This is boating (so I am told). Our arrival back at the Marina, 
the night before we were due to hand  ‘Better than Ever’ back, 
was a sad time but we showered and put on some decent 
clothes, got in the car and headed for a pub called The Sun for 
a meal and beverage or two. This was weird, now moving at 30 
miles per hour, eyes totally confused.

 At 9.30 on Friday 11th we had our boat inspection, 
handed her over to the Marina and tearfully left for home, a 
journey involving sitting in traffic on the M5 for three hours, 
because of an accident, but you know what? The three miles per 
hour had set us up for this dawdling so we weren’t too bothered. 
Would I go again? Most emphatically Yes! ‘Better Than Ever’ 
was the right name for the barge as it fitted in with the holiday 
being Better than Ever.
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X Autumn Recipe 
from Patricia Bruzon

I am sure that I will not be alone in commenting on the 
extraordinary summer which has been so welcome after 
the very diffi  cult winter. It has been almost too hot to 
concentrate on any serious cooking, barring salads in every 
shape and size and quick meals which could be shared al 
fresco when possible. Breakfast outside has the eff ect of 
putting us in a real holiday mood. Jam-making has been 
non-stop, for who could resist the produce on off er ? (I 
have to admit that much of the fruit is safely prepared in 
the freezer pending a few cooler days when jam production 
can proceed.) I read an interesting recipe for an apple and 
orange marmalade, which is basically an apple jam with 
an added orange. I hope to try this out in the autumn when 
apples might be plentiful. Last year I made apple jam with 
lime and chilli added. This was really special. I did not 
measure the chilli and lime, but added what I thought was 
enough to give the mixture a good kick. 

We went to a wonderful summer lunch one weekend 
in July. The garden overlooked Lyme Bay and we all sat 
under the shade of some large trees, which made for a 
lovely setting. Unsurprisingly, our hostess had prepared 
a feast of salads to accompany the gammon and potato 
salad. There was not a tomato in sight. Instead amongst 
other off erings, we had a cannellini bean salad and best 
of all watermelon, feta and olive with an olive oil dressing. 
It was simply delicious and so refreshing, but must be 
mixed just before serving otherwise the watermelon will 
lose its crisp texture.

As courgettes and aubergines become plentiful, it helps 
to ring the changes when using up this great produce. 
They can be deep fried in batter, griddled on a hot ridged 
pan, used for a souffl  é, in ratatouille, or roasted with 
garlic. Courgettes can be served raw, as side salad, when 
sliced wafer-thin and dressed with oil, lemon and oregano.  
Aubergine can be used as an alternative to potato in a 
Spanish-style omelette. Diced, they need to be deep-fried 
(close you eyes to the calorie count) and added to some 
soft chopped cooked onion and eggs, to make a delicious 
subtle dish.

I love a challenge so when I was served deep fried eggs 
recently, I had to work out the logistics. I realized that 
you could not dip a raw egg in fl our and breadcrumbs, 
so how to prepare what look like a magic trick?  It turns 
out it is surprisingly easy to achieve the required result 
as long as you are patient and gentle with the eggs. 
You need to poach eggs in boiling water and a dash of 
vinegar, which helps to solidify the white. Gently remove 
the just-set egg with a slotted spoon and allow to cool on 
a plate. Next step is to prepare three bowls, one each of 
the following: fl our, beaten egg and breadcrumbs. Gently 
coat the eggs in each ingredient in the preceding order. 
Again, set the eggs aside to rest for at least ten minutes. 
Finally, just before you are ready to serve with a delicious 
accompaniment such as asparagus, smoked salmon or 
wilted spinach depending on your taste, heat some oil 

in a pan. Make sure the oil is at least a couple of inches 
deep and lower the eggs no more than two at a time into 
the pan. Turn as required till golden brown. Work quickly 
to ensure the yolks stay soft. You think this is too much 
eff ort? Try it once, you will be hooked.

WITH 
THE MEMBURY 

CHRISTMAS CARD!
Do you fi nd writing Christmas cards a chore? Funny question, 

for only the beginning of September? No, not really; for next 
issue is the one that will include our community Christmas 
card, so you can write one greeting now, make a donation to 
charity and cross friends and neighbours in Membury off  your 
list with a clear conscience. For newcomers to the Village (and 
for established residents who need reminding):

Write your greeting, and either enclose it with your £5.00 
donation (more, if you like) in a named (YOUR name!) envelope, 
and place in a specially-labelled post box in the Village hall, 
next time you visit.  (Alternatively, send your greetings to the 
Mercury address, but you will still need to put your named 
donation in the box). We all have our favourite charities, but 
this year the MerryMakers have selected NSPCC, for their 
wonderful work amongst the upcoming generation. Our cover 
this time will be designed by Jenny & Mike Beaman, and we 
look forward to printing your greetings inside. They can come 
in prose or verse, serious or humourous, but totalling no more 
than 50 words. The fi nished article will be printed on card stiff  
enough to stand on your mantlepiece and will be delivered to 
each household with the Winter Mercury.

A visitor’s comment:

“That’s the beginning of Christmas – the carols round the 
tree at the Post Offi  ce!” That was truly special. So – what are 
we going to do now? 

Suggestions to:  Richard Barrell,richardbmus13@gmail.com
   Jill Bellamy, Jill-folletts@outlook.com

HAVE A
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NAT’S RAMBLINGS

from Nat Bruzon

2017

Today did not start at all well. There I was, at ten in the morning, 
doing my bit to help with the housework by dusting in the sitting 
room, when I hear Patricia shouting from the kitchen.

 “ I’m taking a chicken out for lunch.” I was cross. I really was.  
“Where are the two of you going, River Cottage?  Don’t worry about 
me, I’ll make do with a sandwich.”  It’s not the first time, you know. 
She’s been out to lunch with friends before, and now she is resorting 
to going out with poultry, leaving me to make do with a sandwich.

I know what it’s all about. She’s jealous of the fact that I won 
‘Masterchef -- Sandwich Maker ‘ (see Spring 2017 edition of the 
Mercury’) and now delights at every opportunity she can get to say, 
“You’re so good at making sandwiches that I am sure you’d love to 
stay in and make yourself a special one.”

Eventually it became clear that the chicken was being taken out 
of the freezer and not out to lunch, and I told her that she must 
be careful with her phraseology in the future. This morning’s little 
episode made me think of annoying choice of words that many 
people use. Let me ask you this: - What is the most annoying and 
senseless question that you have heard people ask? Before you 
answer, let me tell you my choice. You are chatting to a friend, and 
mention casually that you are off on holiday next month. Statistics 
show that 99.5 % of people reply with the following question to you:

“ Going anywhere nice?” Admit it! We’ve all done it.What is the 
point of that question? What reply do you expect? Perhaps

   “No, just a couple of weeks to a little hotel in Chernobyl.” Or

 “No, just a week’s sun bathing in the Sahara. We’ll take some 
sun cream, of course.” Surely, it must be obvious to anyone with half 
an ounce of brain that when you spend your hard-earned cash on 
a holiday, you will have planned to go ‘somewhere nice’ or at least 
somewhere that you are pretty confident will be nice. My belief is that 
the offending question is a trick. Everyone is afraid to ask straight 
out ‘where are you going?’ for fear of appearing inquisitive, and they 
hope that the question will make you divulge your destination - -

“Patricia, your brother’s on the phone wanting to know if we are 
going somewhere nice for our holidays next year. They’re going 
somewhere nice themselves, so they don’t want to end up in the 
same place. I’ll tell him we are going somewhere that’s NOT nice, 
shall I?”

I read in the paper yesterday that a certain supermarket was 
insisting on proof of age before selling fruit. To be precise, it was 
only required for the purchase of Kiwi Fruit, and the minimum age 
for such purchases was that of 25 years. I found this hard to believe, 
and on reading further I discovered that at a recent concert by a 
singer called Harry Styles, the young audience had joyfully slung 
Kiwi Fruits on stage when Styles sang a song with the name of that 
fruit in the lyrics. As a further concert was due the following day, the 
supermarket placed the ban to prevent the singer from coming to 
harm. The age was chosen on the basis that no-one over 24 was 
likely to attend such a gig. Since then, it has been reported that 
Harry’s next single, a cover version of ‘Water Melon Man’ has been 
cancelled.

To finish off this ‘extra rambling’ version of my column I shall give 
you all some advice on the value of wonderful inventions. In answer 
to a survey on ‘Which do you consider the most important invention 
ever?’  the winner was Electricity. Runner up was Television. 
However - and this is where my advice comes in - I disagree 
wholeheartedly with the above two responses. My choice for the 
most important invention of all time - and I urge you to vote for it 
with me when the survey comes round to our area - is VENETIAN 
BLINDS ! And do you know why I wholeheartedly recommend this 
choice ? Because without venetian blinds it would be ‘CURTAINS’ for 
all of us.

As I come to the end of my article dedicated mainly to annoying 
choice of words I shall finish off with the phrase ‘Just filling in’ when 
explaining that you are doing a job normally done by someone else. 
For example you are walking respectfully in the cemetery when you 
come across a man holding a spade. 

“Are you the regular grave digger?” you politely ask.  

“No”, says the man with the spade, ‘I’m just filling in.’

P.S. When I put my clock back last week, it fell off the coffee 
table.....!?  

HEARTFELT THANKS   
from Keith Griffin

I would like to offer my sincere 
thanks to all my friends who 
sent me best wishes, cards, 

magazines and prayers 
during my enforced stay at 

Hammersmith Hospital recently.
It all started with an 

appointment as an outpatient 
at the Nuffield Hospital for an 
exploratory angiogram and 

ended up four weeks later with 
me being discharged from 
the Hammersmith Hospital 

after having a quadruple heart 
bypass and a pacemaker. 

I’m pleased to say I’m well on 
way to a full recovery and, once 

again, many thanks for your 
support. 

AUTUMN   2018

There are many things one sees 
on the television that are so moving 
that they make you feel like crying. 
Many are the appeals for donations 
that touch our hearts. These are the 
genuine appeals. Of course, there 
are other ‘iffy’ charities to persuade 
you to immediately part with cash. I 
never know what or which I should be 
contributing to. Shall I contribute -  by 
standing order, of course - to ‘Adopt a 
Grasshopper’?  I can see it now –

Adopt your own personal 
grasshopper. We will contact you 
regularly with pictures of your very 
own grasshopper, and notes on how 
it is progressing as it grows into a fully 
fledged ‘hopper.’ If you happen to be 
passing through Kenya, do pop into 
our offices and you will be taken on 
a tour where you can meet and greet 
‘Hoppy’.  It knows it owes you so 
much and it will allow you to stroke 
its head. (Other grasshoppers will not 
normally allow this as they tend to be 
one jump ahead of you all the time.)

I don’t know. Even a promise of 
my very own cuddly grasshopper 
toy does not tempt me. So, what to 
do? I know, I shall start my very own 
charity for a cause close to my heart. 
(No, not my wallet!) If this new appeal 
does not make you cry and get in 
touch with your bank immediately, I 
don’t know what will. Let me explain 
what my appeal is all about. Many is 
the time when we see famous singers 
and actors on television; but - have 
you noticed how unfairly the female 
celebrities are treated compared to 
their male counterparts? The men 
are always smartly dressed in their 
pristine evening attire, beautiful bow 
ties, and sashes.  The ladies - (sorry, I 
am starting to cry already) - despite all 
that they do to keep their fans happy 
and joyful during these very unsettled 
times, walk out wearing torn jeans, 
and blouses ripped at the shoulder, 
so that only one shoulder is properly 
covered.  It is an indictment on this 
selfish world that these stars who give 
up their time to entertain us canNOT 
afford to buy new clothes, but have to 
make do with torn castaways, knees 
exposed, praying, as they pose for 
the cameras, that their fans will not 
notice.

I say  - ENOUGH !  My appeal 
will start next week on all television 

channels. But I will NOT be asking for 
money. These stars are too proud to accept 
monetary handouts. No, I am going straight 
to the nitty-gritty and will be asking for 
‘nearly new’ untorn jeans and blouses. In 
many vantage points in every town and City 
there will be a special ‘Clothes Bank;’ (not 
to be confused with the standard clothes 
banks which are so important and which we 
must always continue to use.)

Our stars like to take pride in their 
appearance, despite their lack of a clothes 
budget. So let us recognise this. These 
special ‘Banks’ will be clearly marked 
‘ONLY UP MARKET ITEMS ACCEPTABLE.’  
Once a month, my many helpers and I will 
sort out the clothes donated by you, the 
public. These will be sent by first class post 
to our agents for distribution. Never again 
will you see stars like Rhianna and Beyonce 
stride on stage wearing clothes that their 
parents would have sent for recycling many 
years before. Thank you in advance for 
your generosity.  (The Membury ‘Up-Market 
Clothes Bank’ will be situated in the car 
park opposite the Village Hall from next 
Monday.)

Over the many years that I have been 
writing this column I have travelled all over 
the country trying to find the answer to what 
is often called the ‘Food Critics Holy Grail.’ 
Yes, the definition of the word ‘FULL’ when 
applied to breakfast. The problem facing 
the critics is that hotels and restaurants 
complicate the issue by adding a one-
word description of the breakfast, e.g.  Full 
English Breakfast, Full Scottish Breakfast, 
Full Irish Breakfast, Full Cornish Breakfast, 
etc. This creates a problem.  Are all these 
different types of breakfast equally ‘FULL’? 

Or, to put it another way, is an English 
breakfast ‘fuller’ than a Scottish breakfast?

On one occasion, a food critic took the 
unusual step of weighing his full English, 
and with the weight recorded in his special 
‘critic notebook’, took the next train to 
Glasgow. After a restless night in a full 
Scottish bed, he trooped down to breakfast 
with his weighing scales and ordered a 
full Scottish breakfast. As soon as the 
food arrived, he popped it all onto the 
weighing scales bowl, and breathlessly, 
took a reading, his hands now trembling. He 
opened his little notebook and looked at the 
reading for the Full English. His jaw dropped 
with amazement. The Scottish breakfast 
was 15% heavier than the English. The 
critic called the waitress over, and asked for 
an explanation.

The waitress, a rather plump Scottish lady 
probably in her forties, looked at the food 
and scratched her head.

“Well sir,” she said in a broad Scottish 
accent, “ It’s the sausages, you see. These 
two fellers here (pointing at the bowl) are 
real big ones. They were smaller yesterday, 
what a shame you didn’t come then, and 
you wouldn’t have had all this bother!”

You can see the problem now, can’t you? 
At the Annual General Meeting of the Food 
Critics Association, a motion has now been 
proposed and agreed, calling for hoteliers 
and restaurant owners all over the country 
to standardise the definition of ‘FULL’.   Will 
this solve the matter? I doubt it !!!!

Nat’s Ramblings
from Nat Bruzon
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 What a strange year it’s been so far, so many huge things 
happening to the environment, too big to comprehend, 
massive flooding in India and Pakistan, very hot weather in 
Europe leading to drought and fires, flooding caused by the 
largest typhoons ever seen across the whole Caribbean and 
into America, amazing fires in California etc etc. But it only 
takes half a dozen months to pass and we have forgotten 
these big newsworthy events. 

 So it was odd reading about a really big event now no 
longer remembered. An earthquake struck Japan on Friday, 
March 11th, 2011. It was the fourth largest in the history 
of seismology. It knocked the earth 6 and a half inches off 
its axis, moving Japan 4 metres nearer to America. In the 
tsunami that followed, more than 18,000 people were killed. 
At its peak, the water was 40 meters high inland and caused 
the meltdown of three nuclear reactors at the Fukushima 
Daiichi power station, total cost so far 210b dollars!!! So what 
do we think when we read or hear such things? It’s too much 
for most people, so we just move on and wait for the “next 
big thing,”  be it Brexit or Donald Trump - bet we never forget 
those!  

 On a lighter note I also read that many words are no 
longer used by the young amongst us and may be deleted 
from various publications as a result, including lots of wild 
flowers and animals, an example of flowers being Primrose. 
When a group of up to 14- year-olds were asked to name 
a British bird with a blue head with red on it, they came up 
with Mocking Bird; but they could name all the Pokemons - I 
had to Google that! So you see, no-one knows everything!!!! 
Meanwhile, good old Membury slowly becomes Mudbury  
again for four months and my mobility scooter becomes 
stuck until spring!!!  

2017

Tel: 01392 201210

JUST ANOTHER YEAR!!!!!
from Derek Eade

 A SELECTION OF PUNS FROM MIKE BELL
 1.  She was only a whisky maker, but he loved her still.
 2.  A rubber-band pistol was confiscated from an algebra   
 class because it was a weapon of math disruption.
3.  The butcher backed into the meat grinder and got a little  
 behind in his orders.
4.  No matter how much you push the envelope, it’ll still be   
 stationery.
5.  Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie.
6.  A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police  
 are looking into it.
7.  Atheism is a non-prophet organisation.
8.  Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. 
     One said to the other, “You stay here; I’ll go on a head”.
9.  A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab centre said: ‘Keep off  
 the Grass’.
10.  In democracy, it’s your vote that counts. In feudalism,   
 it’s your count that votes. MEMBURY MERCURY

DEADLINES 2018:
Spring 2018 Issue: Friday, February 2nd
Summer 2018 Issue: Friday, May 4th
Autumn 2018 issue: Friday, Aug 3rd

Winter 2018 Issue: Friday, November 2nd

CLUES ACROSS

6) House dealer (6, 5)
8) Chopper (3)
9) Arid (3)
10) Small child (7)
12) Daub (5)
13) Years of puberty (5)
14) Wooden shoes (5)
15) Theatrical production (5)
16) Label (5)
19) Demand action (3, 2)
20) Gains (7)
21) The lot (3)
23) Hack (3)
24) Tropical disease (6, 5)

CLUES DOWN

1) Utilise (3)
2) Greater (5)
3) Poor (5)
4) Wader (5)
5) Finish (3)
6) Very honourably (11)
7) Sender (11)
10) An angle (7)
11) Compensation (7)
17) 24 hourly (5)
18) Vistas (5)
19) Concur (5)
22) Shelter (3)
23) Lower turned edge (3)

CROSSWORD NO 6623
Solution at foot of inside front cover

CLUES ACROSS
6) Tear (3)
8) Saturate (10)
9) Copy (3)
11) Foolish (7)
13) Heathen (5)
14) Transport (5)
15) Star group (13)
16) Sword (5)
18) Luxury smoke (5)
19) Eight-sider (7)
20) Mafi a (3)
23) Protective gar-
ment (10)
24) View (3)

CLUES DOWN
1) Cover (3)
2) See (3)
3) Sweet squash (5)
4) Simple (13)
5) Loft (5)
7) Objective (10)
10) Experimental area (10)
11) Music master (7)
12) Leader (7)
17) Brilliant display (5)
18) Appoint to belong 
(2-3)
21) Sadness (3)
22) Back end (3)

Friends 
of the 

MERCURY from the Editorial Team 
Friends of the MERCURY are individuals or groups who wish to 
ensure that our magazine continues in its present format, and are 
willing to make a voluntary yearly contribution of  £15.00 or more to 
running costs, which have escalated over the past few years. With the 
benefi t of a yearly donation from the Parish Council and advertising 
fees, the main sponsor remains the MerryMakers, who manage the 
magazine’s fi nances and we sincerely thank them and those who have 
already signed up (listed below). As you will see, the list has grown 
again with this issue, and we were delighted that the painting donated 
by Roger Clemens – see overleaf - drew a price of £275.00 when 
auctioned at the Flower Show. We sincerely thank artist and buyer for 
their wonderful support, and the Flower Show committee for allowing 
us to use their event as a platform. If you wish to join the Friends, 
please fi ll in and detach the form below, and hand to 
Janet Andrew (treasurer to the MerryMakers.)

FRIENDS OF THE MERCURY 
Mike and Sarah Bell 
Mark & Caroline Bryers   
Nat Bruzon     
Sian & M. Clarke
Sarah & Roger Clemens    
Sara Cranfi eld
Ruth & Simon Foster   
Ron & Judy Martin 
Helen and David Neill
Duncan & Barbara MacKinder
Bill and Anne Sheppard    
John & Penny Stevenson
Elizabeth & Stephen Tetlow    
Richard and Jean Thomas   
Jo and Lawrence Clarke
Nick and Judy Simmons
Membury Short Mat Bowls Club
Membury History Society
and  3 Friends who wish to remain anonymous
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Friends of the Mercury
Name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
email. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    tel no. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
I would like/would NOT like a yearly reminder 
(please delete as appropriate) 
I would prefer to remain anonymous 
(please underline, if appropriate) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES 
PAYABLE TO MEMBURY 

MERRYMAKERS

AUTUMN   2018

Winter 2018 Issue: Friday, Nov 2nd
Spring 2019 Issue: Friday, Feb 1st
Summer 2019 Issue: Friday, May 4th

■ Painting by Roger Clemens   
 which sold for £275 at the 
 Membury Flower Show.

CROSSWORD No 6624
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SERVICE ADVERTISER TELEPHONE

Bed & Breakfast Challenger Farm B&B 01404 881 255
  Boiler Repair & Service David Reed 01297 443321

  Builders & Building Conservationist James Strong 07970 366 593
Car servicing, MOT , tyres Retter’s Garage 01460 66744

  Chimney sweep Alexander the Grate 01460 261156
Cleaning, Ironing/Pet Sitting Service Felicity Hartnell 01404 881640

  Co-operative market Axminster Country Market 01404 881 725
  Doctors Axminster Surgery

01297 32126  Electrical work Abron Electricals
01297 20212

Electrical & Security Installations Matrix 01460 221 884
Farm meat direct - Dexter beef New House Cottage, Furley 01404 881 330

  Fencing & hedgework RS Fencing 01404 881 317
  Food - Pub & Meeting Place Membury PO & Shop 01404 881 225

  Furniture restoration & polishing Manor Antiques 01404 891 571
  Garden services Bailhache 01297 678155
  Garden services Mike Walsh

07837 986370  Holiday cottages & some B&B Lea Hill
01404 881 881

  Holiday cottage rental Furley Cottages 01404 881 790
Kitchens The Hatchery Country Kitchens 01404 881472

MOT, discount tyres & repairs, servicing Retter’s Garage 01460 66744
  Re-surfacing paths, drives; gates RB Lawrence 01404 831 586

  Piano tuner William Young 01823 681 605

Plumbing & Heating & Aga/Rayburn
Barry Sidaway 01297 678 166Plumbing & Heating  Wet/Bathrooms
GK Plumbing 0789 634 457

  Post Office Membury PO & Stores 01404 881 225
  Sandblasting RB Lawrence 01404 831 586

  Stationery & Printing & Art materials Axminster Printing 01297 32266
Tree work & garden clearance Axe Tree Services 01297 631 256

  Tree & groundwork Ashculme Tree Surgeons 01823 353 302
  Tree Surgery & Garden services Bailhache 07747 804773

  Village Shop Membury PO & Stores 01404 881 225
  Picture Framing Drew Yapp 01404 881 556

  Windows, doors, fascias & conservatories Park Windows 01460 57367

101 - THE NEW NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER FOR DEVON AND CORNWALL POLICE. TEXTPHONE 18001 101 FOR THE DEAF, HARD OF 
HEARING OR SPEECH IMPAIRED.  ALWAYS CALL 999 IN AN EMERGENCY.

We thank our advertisers for their support. Please show your support by going ‘local’ and remember to tell 
them you saw their advert in the Membury Mercury.

FOR ADVERTISING THAT REALLY WORKS EMAIL: MEMBURYMERCURY@HOTMAIL.COM

INDEX OF ADVERTISERSSPRING  2016 2 229 WINTER2017

SERVICEADVERTISERTELEPHONE

Bed & BreakfastChallenger Farm B&B01404 881 255
  Boiler Repair & ServiceDavid Reed01297 443321

  Builders & Building ConservationistJames Strong07970 366 593
Car servicing, MOT , tyresRetter’s Garage01460 66744

  Chimney sweepAlexander the Grate01460 261156
Cleaning, Ironing/Pet Sitting ServiceFelicity Hartnell01404 881640

  Co-operative marketAxminster Country Market01404 881 725
  DoctorsAxminster Surgery

01297 32126   Electrical workAbron Electricals
01297 20212

Electrical & Security InstallationsMatrix01460 221 884
Farm meat direct - Dexter beefNew House Cottage, Furley01404 881 330

  Fencing & hedgeworkRS Fencing01404 881 317
  Food - Pub & Meeting PlaceMembury PO & Shop01404 881 225
  Furniture restoration & polishingManor Antiques01404 891 571

  Garden servicesBailhache01297 678155
  Garden servicesMike Walsh

07837 986370   Holiday cottages & some B&BLea Hill
01404 881 881

  Holiday cottage rentalFurley Cottages01404 881 790
KitchensThe Hatchery Country Kitchens01404 881472

MOT, discount tyres & repairs, servicingRetter’s Garage01460 66744
  Re-surfacing paths, drives; gatesRB Lawrence01404 831 586

  Piano tunerWilliam Young01823 681 605

Plumbing & Heating & Aga/Rayburn
Barry Sidaway01297 678 166 Plumbing & Heating  Wet/Bathrooms

GK Plumbing0789 634 457
  Post OfficeMembury PO & Stores01404 881 225
  SandblastingRB Lawrence01404 831 586

  Stationery & Printing & Art materialsAxminster Printing01297 32266
Tree work & garden clearanceAxe Tree Services01297 631 256

  Tree & groundworkAshculme Tree Surgeons01823 353 302
  Tree Surgery & Garden servicesBailhache07747 804773

  Village ShopMembury PO & Stores01404 881 225
  Picture FramingDrew Yapp01404 881 556

  Windows, doors, fascias & conservatoriesPark Windows01460 57367

101 - THE NEW NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER FOR DEVON AND CORNWALL POLICE. TEXTPHONE 18001 101 FOR THE DEAF, HARD OF 
HEARING OR SPEECH IMPAIRED.  ALWAYS CALL 999 IN AN EMERGENCY.

We thank our advertisers for their support. Please show your support by going ‘local’ and remember to tell 
them you saw their advert in the Membury Mercury.

FOR ADVERTISING THAT REALLY WORKS EMAIL: MEMBURYMERCURY@HOTMAIL.COM

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS
INDEX OF ADVERTISERS

 SERVICE ADVERTISER  TELEPHONE
Bed & Breakfast Challenger Farm B&B 01404 881 255

 Boiler Repair & Service David Reed  01297 443321
 Builders & Building Conservationist James Strong  07970 366593
 Chimney Sweep Alexander the Grate  01460 261156
 Cleaning, Ironing/Pet Sitting Service Felicity Hartnell  01404 881 640
 Co-operative Market Axminster Country Market 01404 881 725
 Electrical  Work Abron Electricals  01297 32126
 Electrical & Security Installations  Matrix  01297 445027
 Farm Meat Direct - Dexter Beef New House Cottage, Furley 01404 881 330

Fencing & Hedgework R S Fencing  01404 881 317
 Fishmonger Philip J Pearce  07831 368798
 Furniture Restoration & Polishing Manor Antiques  01404 891 571

Garden Services Bailhache  01297 678155
 Garden Services Mike Walsh  07837 986370
 Holiday Cottages & some B& B Lea Hill  01404 881 881
 Holiday Cottage Rental Furley Cottages  01404 881 790
 Kitchens The Hatchery Country Kitchens 01404 881 472
 Discount Tyres & Repairs Retter’s Garage  07436 793158
 Re-surfacing Paths, Drives, Gates R B Lawrence  01404 831 586
 Plumbing & Heating & Aga/Rayburn G K Plumbing  0789 634 457
 Sandblasting R B Lawrence  01404 831 586
 Stationery & Printing & Art Materials Axminster Printing  01297 32266
 Tree Work & Garden Clearance Axe Tree Services  01297 631 256
 Tree & Groundwork Ashculme Tree Surgeons 01823 353 302
 Tree Surgery & Garden Services Bailhache  07747 804773
 Picture Framing Drew Yapp  01404 881 556

Windows, Doors, Fascias & Conservatories Park Windows  01460 57367

We thank our advertisers for their support. Please show your support by going ‘local’ 
and remember to tell them you saw their advert in the MEMBURY MERCURY.

FOR ADVERTISING THAT REALLY WORKS EMAIL: memburymercury@hotmail.com
101 - THE NEW NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER FOR DEVON AND CORNWALL POLICE TEXTPHONE 18001 101 FOR THE DEAF, 

HARD OF HEARING OR SPEECH IMPAIRED. ALWAYS CALL 999 IN AN EMERGENCY.



Contributions are welcomed for every issue and should be delivered to:
The Post Office & Stores, Membury or to our new email address: memburymercury@hotmail.com
Copy deadline for the SPRING issue is:- Friday, FEBRUARY 2nd 2018

COUNTY COUNCILLOR Iain Chubb 01297 35468
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR Paul Diviani 0797 143 3175
PARISH COUNCIL Chairman: Debbie Burrough 881 479 

Clerk: Stephanie Jones 01297 21462
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL Team Rector Rev’d Clive Sedgewick 01297 792120

clivesedgewick@yahoo.com
Team Vicar: Rev’d Geoffrey Walsh 01297 598361

Churchwardens: Mrs. Debbie Burrough 881 479
Margaret Steer 881 068

Treasurer: Marilyn Burrough 881 393
Team Administrator: Mrs. Rita Holt TBA

VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE Chairman: Richard Barrell 881 291
Secretary: Judy Martin 881 645
Treasurer: Simon Foster 881 787
Bookings: booking@memburyvh.org.uk 881 395

Village Hall Caretaker   Stuart Payne stu_jul_payne @hotmail.com
MEMBURY PRIMARY ACADEMY Head of School: Tracey Leganski 881 491

Senior Teacher: Emily Scriven
    — GOVERNORS Chairman: Jenny Beaman 881 828
    — PTFA Chairman: Chantelle Souttar 881 171
    — Parent & Toddler Group Contact: Naomi Taylor 01460 234000
MEMBURY MERRYMAKERS Chairman: Nigel Cook 881 129

Treasurer: Jason Hawkes 07958 727121
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION Axminster David Warner 881 584
FOOTPATH WARDEN Bill Foster 881 685

CLUBS & SOCIETIES —
  ARTS & CRAFTS Jean Foster 881 685
  BADMINTON Ron Craddock 881 492
  BELL RINGING Mark Shepherd 881 647
  FLOWER SHOW Chairman: Christine Symington 881 446

Secretary: Marie Tasker 881 364
  HISTORY SOCIETY Chair: Mike Capper 881 600
  LIKE MINDS Margaret Bulpitt 881 719
PLAYING FIELD Chair Joy Yapp 881 556

  SHORT MAT BOWLS Secretary: Janet Andrew 881 036
  SING FOR YOUR HEALTH Tutor: Richard Barrell 881 291

INFORMATION
ALL NUMBERS ARE ON THE STOCKLAND EXCHANGE [01404] UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

USEFUL NUMBERS           MEMBURY PARISH WEB SITE .....................  www.membury.org.uk  
 MP …. Neil Parish 01395 233503    POLICE Non-Emergency …. 101       Citizens Advice Bureau …. 01392 201210
Membury Post Office …. 881 225      Samaritans …. 01392 411711      Axminster HOSPITAL …. 01297 630400    

DOCTOR …. 01297 32126      PHARMACY ..... 01297 32126 (as Surgery) and select option 2.     
        Axminster Library …. 01297 32693         Blackdown Hills Business Association …. 01823 680681     

 Parish Emergency Officer [Ron Martin] .... 881645     Village Hall Caretaker [Stuart Payne] …. 01297 792437 

memburymercury@hotmail.com memburymercury@hotmail.com

John Hodge
stu_jul_payne@hotmail.com

Jill Bellamy
Janet Andrew

881641
881036

Jane Liddicoat 881862

881837

01297 792437

WINTER 2nd November 2018

Emily Churchill

Western Power ... 0800 6783105

Simon Foster

Samaritans .... 01392 411711         Axminster HOSPITAL .... 01297 630400

Kara Burrough        mob: 07914804434

Contributions are welcomed for every issue and should be sent to:

memburymercury@hotmail.com
Copy Deadline for the WINTER issue is: FRIDAY, 2ND NOVEMBER 2018




