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Repeat Prescriptions
Did you know we can sign up to  

re-order on the internet?
It really works.

Ask the surgery for details.

VILLAGE CAR PARK
Please Note:

The car park in front of the Village Hall 
is intended for the use of visitors to the 

Village Hall, Church or School. Would 
residents who regularly use the car 

park for extended periods please make 
alternative arrangements when events 
are scheduled at any of the above.

Thank you
Parish Council

Want to 
book the  

Village Hall?    
Go to:- 

stu_jul_payne @hotmail.com
and just do it!

or phone: 01297 792437

POSTAL COPIES
You too could have a copy sent to a friend 

for just £10.00 per calendar year - and 
that includes the purchase price of £1.20 for 
the magazine.
An interesting gift!
For details, please contact us on our new 

email: memburymercury@hotmail.com

ACROSS: 6) Estate Agent, 8) Axe, 9) Dry, 10) Toddler, 12) Smear, 13) Teens, 14) Clogs, 
15) Drama, 16) Brand, 19) Ask to, 20) Takings, 21) All, 23) Hew, 24) Yellow fever.
DOWN: 1) Use, 2) Major, 3) Needy, 4) Egret, 5) End, 6) Exemplarily, 7) Transmitter, 10) 
Tangent, 11) Redress, 17) Daily, 18) Views, 19) Agree, 22) Lea, 23) Hem.

Enquiries to our new email: memburymercury@hotmail.com
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ACCESS CODE FOR THE DEFIBRILLATOR 
IS 1234.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY:
ALWAYS DIAL 999 FIRST THEN ACCESS 

DEFIBRILLATOR, AS INSTRUCTED.

ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH
 Regular monthly services

1st  Sunday 11.00am     Parish Communion
2nd Sunday 11.00am     Morning Prayer
3rd Sunday 11.00am    Parish Communion
4th Sunday 11.00am     Informal Service
5th Sunday 10.30am     Team Service 
See Diary of Events for seasonal services/other events

CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS:

SUB EDITOR &  
FRONT COVER
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VILLAGE CAR PARK
Please Note:

The car park in front of the Village Hall is 
intended for the use of visitors to the Village 
Hall, Church or School. Would residents who 

regularly use the car park for extended periods 
please make alternative arrangements when 
events are scheduled at any of the above.

Thank you - Parish Council

Advertisers
Please note that payment is due. 

If you have paid for your ad already – many thanks.
If not – please pay your fee A.S.A.P, in order to avoid 

your ad disappearing from the next issue!
Advertising: Jill Bellamy 881641

ACROSS: SOLUTIONS:
ACROSS: 7) Bill, 8) Gullible, 9) Lonesome, 10) List, 11) Super, 13) Pertain, 15) Stamina, 17) Cross, 
20) Oral, 21) Rainwear, 23) Gold rush, 24) Roll.
DOWN: 1) Lido, 2) Sleeve, 3) Aglow, 4) Fleeced, 5) Piglet, 6) Classics, 12) Ulterior, 14) Onerous, 
16) Malady, 18) Reward, 19) Light, 22) Axle.

SUB EDITOR: Richard Barrell



SPRING  2016  1 1

DIARY OF EVENTS Editorial

∆ = Bring your own drink!

LM* = Like Minds?       

VH = Village Hall

S4YH = Sing For Your Health

WELCOME:
to Lewsley Farm

Tricia and Davis Noyes, and Canterbury, the dog

to Old Orchard
Clive & Corinne Vincent, and dogs Benny & Gemma

DECEMBER
1st S4YH 6.00 VH
3rd PTFA: Christmas Lunch 12.30pm VH
     MM: Pantomime rehearsal 4.30 pm
3rd Church: Christingle Service 3.00pm
4th Watercolour workshop  2.00pm – 4.00pm   
 Colecroft Cottage
4th Moviola  7.00 for 7.30pmVH
5th School: Nativity Play Church
MM: Pantomime rehearsal 6.30pm
8th S4YH 6.00 VH
     MM: Public Meeting Re: Mercury 7.15 VH
10th MM: Pantomime rehearsal 4.00pm
12th MM: Pantomime rehearsal 6.30pm
14th School: Art Exhibition 5.30pm
15th S4YH 6.00 VH
16th Christmas Cracker 5.30pm VH
17th MM: Pantomime rehearsal 4.00pm
     Church: Carol Service 7.00pm
22nd Carols outside the PO
25th Church: Christmas Day service 10.30pm
31st MM:New Year’s Eve Party 8.0pm VH
JANUARY
2nd MM: Pantomime rehearsal 6.30pm
7th MM: Pantomime rehearsal 4.00pm
8th Parish Council VH
9th Flower Show 2.00pm AGM VH
     MM: Pantomime rehearsal 6.30pm
14th MM: Pantomime rehearsal 4.00pm
18th MM: erection of stage for Pantomime
19th MM: Pantomime rehearsal 6.30pm
21st MM: Pantomime rehearsal 10am – 4.00pm
22nd MM: Pantomime tech. rehearsal 6.30pm
23rd MM: Pantomime rehearsal 6.30pm
24th MM: Pantomime dress rehearsal 7.30pm
25th MM: Pantomime 7.30 VH
26th MM: Pantomime 7.30 VH
27th MM: Pantomime 7.30 VH
MARCH
3rd PTFA:Casino Evening (PTFA) 8.00pm  VH

December again! Can you believe it? Just in case you can’t, you 
will find your Christmas card tucked between the pages (thanks to 
Sarah Clemens for the art work, and to all those contributors whose 
greetings are printed within) and we’re representing a popular 
Christmas carol on the front cover of the magazine. (If you really 
can’t work out what it is, the answer appears at the end of this 
editorial.)

The year has seen a lot of changes in Membury, comings and 
goings, and, in true Membury style, we offer a hearty welcome 
to those who have joined our community. Of course, the Mercury 
itself is not exempt from change, either, and, like much of the 
country, we have to face the reality of rising costs and falling 
revenue, tightening our belts accordingly. Initially, this has meant 
reducing our page count, so we are sending Justine on an extended 
cruise, and prioritising items from within the parish boundary. 
We apologise to our neighbours, who have regularly written 
for us over the years, and thank them for their contributions. 
We know from your reactions and comments that you value the 
Mercury in its present format, and so you are all invited to a public 
meeting at 7.15pm in the Village Hall on Friday, December 8th to 
discuss additional ways of funding the Mercury so that the whole 
burden is not shouldered by the hard-working MerryMakers (see 
Treasurer’s report on p 7.) We are confident that, with your ideas 
and observations, we can continue to maintain the present quality 
of the magazine, which owes as much to the high standard of the 
submissions as to the high expectations of the editorial team. If 
you are not able to attend the meeting, we would be pleased to hear 
your suggestions and observations beforehand by e-mail, telephone 
or a note in our PO pigeonhole. Please put your name to your 
messages, unlike a reader responding to an item in our last issue. 

Humour is a very individual thing, the same remark or story 
drawing uproarious laughter from some, while others remain 
unmoved, or even upset. We seriously try to make sure that what 
goes into the magazine will offend no-one. Naturally, we do not 
always succeed, but we can rely on our readers to let us know 
either in conversation or through the Mercury e- mail if they think 
we have overstepped the boundary of good taste. Posting a torn-
out page on a public notice-board with a threat to report us to the 
police is not the way Membury folk usually act, so we are unable to 
apologise personally to the reader who took such offence. Whoever 
you are, we are sorry to have upset you – but we think you have 
misread the intention.

Despite all this, we think you will find much to inform and 
entertain you in the following pages. You may find items in a 
slightly different order than previously, but don’t worry – it’s all 
there! The centre-page feature this time is dedicated to the Church, 
giving you some glimpses of its work that seem particularly apt 
as we celebrate Christmas. We have the usual reports from other 
organisations, telling us of their own celebrations and concerns, 
and, in the later pages, some observations on the world around 
us: Roger Clemens begins a new series, “Wayfaring”, on p 24, 
and Astronomy and Green Corner also make an appearance. It’s 
always interesting to read of other residents’ experiences, and, as 
well as Travellers’ Tales, we have a report on what it’s like to be 
filmed while building your own house on p 25. We conclude this 
issue with a little humour that we hope all will share, before the 
Crossword.               cont. page 2
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Since implying, at the beginning of the Spring issue’s editorial, 
that pring had probably arrived, we have had snow, ice,  oods, 
fog and quite a lot of rain! Pluvius makes even more interesting 
reading than usual! At the present time of writing, though, May 
actually looks like May – blossom, bluebells and pale green 
shoots everywhere – even if it doesn’t feel like it, the temperature, 
apart from a few days at the beginning of the month, remaining 
decidedly fresh. Let’s hope for sunnier days ahead, so that the very 
welcome newcomers amongst us will decide they’ve made the 
right move. And if they’re in any doubt, the messages attached to 
the mini-loom of ribbons set up in the hall in December may serve 
to convince them - see p. 11. We’re sorry to say good-bye to those 
moving on, but we wish them every happiness and contentment in 
their new homes. 

We’ve had much to celebrate in Membury since the last issue. 
Many congratulations to Membury Primary Academy on their 
“GOOD” Ofsted result. Once again, the goalposts have been 
moved in this dreaded procedure, and for such a small school 
to attain such a grade is good going indeed, not only because 
of the disadvantages of funding – less money to pay staff and 
provide even modest equipment - but also because percentages are 
judged on a national average, so that each and every one of our 
children has to perform well to achieve such a result. A report and 
explanation appear on p9, but do come along and congratulate them 
all in person at the end-of-school show on July 18th. The months 
before and after Easter have been as busy at school as usual, as the 
School report, also on p9 describes, but not busy enough to prevent 
the Senior teacher, Emily Scriven, becoming Mrs. Churchill over 
the Easter holidays! Our best wishes for every happiness to her and 
her new husband. 

Congratulations are also due to Kirsten McIlroy  - remember 
Quasimodo in the pantomime in January? She doesn’t really walk 
like that – in fact, she runs so well that she completed the London 
Marathon in a little over 6 hours, raising a goodly sum for her 
chosen charity on the way. She writes about it on p 24, just after a 
more traditional Traveller’s Tale, of an African Safari.                                                                    

The centre-page feature this time is given over to the Flower 
Show, a red-letter day in Membury’s diary, but one which needs 
year-long planning. It has evolved over time, as any event must, but 
it is fascinating to read how it began and developed over the years. 

This special summer event certainly isn’t the only one to look 
forward to over the coming months, and though Oak Apple Day 
will almost certainly be over when you read this, the MerryMakers 
have organised a Ceilidh just after Midsummer. It’s a while since 
we had one of those in Membury, but they were always a lot of fun, 
so dust off your dancing shoes and oin in. ot only will you fi nd 
music and laughter, but a fi sh-and chip van in the Village Hall car 
park, open to all, whether attending the Ceilidh, or just reluctant 
to cook their own supper – though you must order! Details of both 
these events are on pp , along with news of the oviola fi lms 
coming our way before the end of July. And once we reach August, 
we have the Annual Boules’ Championship to look forward to! All 
this, besides History ociety trips, and ust sitting in the sun and 
admiring our gardens!

WELCOME 
to Magnolia Cottage: 
Guy and Leisa Lavender, 
and Sprout the dog
to Lilac Cottage: 
Jayne and Fergus King, with 
dogs Baxter & Betty

to Red Lion House: 
Louise and Patrick White and 
children Oliver and Emily 
Farewell and Godspeed to: 
Carol Castell, 
John Greenhalgh and family, 
Chris & Chris Symington, 
Melissa Taylor, 
and Piers and Carolyn Wilson.

JUNE
4th  MM: Moviola “Finding your Feet”  
 m for m  
8th   S4YH 6.00pm VH
15th S4YH 6.00pm VH
23rd MM: Ceilidh Barn Dance 6.00pm VH
 Fish & Chip van 6.30pm – 8.00pm VH  
 car park
24th Church: Gift Day - informal Service  
 11.00am

JULY
3rd  Parish Council 7.30pm VH
6th  S4YH 6.00pm VH
9th  MM: Moviola  “Darkest Hour” 7.00pm  
 for m  
13th S4YH 6.00pm VH
18th End-of-School Show  2.15 VH
20th S4YH 6.00pm VH
28th ANNUAL FLOWER SHOW 2.30pm VH

AUGUST
th  nnua  ou es  ham ionshi      

 ar ar
14th Parish Council 7.30pm VH

SEPTEMBER
22nd JUMBLE SALE in aid of Cystic Fibrosis  
 2.00pm  VH

KEY:-
PC:   Parish Council 
MM:   MerryMakers

 -   Please bring picnic to share
    ring your o n rin

VH -   Village Hall
LM -   Like Minds
S4YH -  Sing For Your Health
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Editorial cont. 
continued from Page 1

SHOP LOCALLY FOR CHRISTMAS:
Personalized Christmas Cards

Meats - turkey, bronze, bacon etc
Hams

Cheeses
Mince Pies/bread

Alcohol
Mulled wine will be available in the shop  

for £1.50 a go
(10p going to the charity of  your choice)

SHARON AND JEREMY
invite you to join them for  

Carol-singing round the tree outside the 
Post Office led by the Raucous Chorus on 

Friday, December 22nd from 6.30pm
Mulled wine and Beer available

2

We hope that you will see, from the diary and the various reports 
that there is much to look forward to in Membury in the coming 
months, and like Scrooge at the end of “A Christmas Carol,” 

 “  - - it was always said of him, that he knew how to keep 
Christmas well, if any man alive possessed the knowledge. May 
that truly be said of us, and all of us!”

Thank you, Mr. Dickens – and a Very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to all our readers

(Carol represented on the front cover: The Holly and the Ivy)

REGULAR DIARY
ARTS & CRAFTS.........Hall ........Thursday  2.00pm
BADMINTON ...........Hall .........Thursday  6.45pm
CHURCH SERVICES..... SEE NOTICE BOARD
LIKE MINDS ..Our homes ...First Thurs. in month
MOBILE LIBRARY ..opps PO..alt Friday 1.30pm
SHORT MAT BOWLS ...... Hall ..... Wed.  7.00pm
SING FOR YOUR HEALTH ..... Hall .....Friday  6.00pm

SEND YOUR NEWS & VIEWS TO US AT:

memburymercury@hotmail.com

WINTER 2017

Christmas 2017

The Last  Post  
UK 
2nd  class and 2nd  class signed for   Wed, Dec 20th    
Special Delivery Guaranteed   Thurs, Dec 21st 

1st  class and 1st  class signed for   Thurs, Dec 21st 
UK:Special Delivery Guaranteed Saturday delivery   Fri, Dec 22nd  
 
INTERNATIONAL 
International Standard and International tracking and signature services 
Africa, Middle East     Sat, Dec 2nd 
Cyprus, Malta, Far East, Eastern Europe  Wed, Dec 6th  
(except Poland, Czech Republic and Slovakia)                    
Caribbean, Central and South America  Thurs, Dec 7th  
Greece, Turkey, Australia, New Zealand  Sat, Dec 9th  
Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Poland  Wed, Dec 13th  
Canada, Finland, Sweden, USA   Thurs, Dec 14th  
Austria, Denmark, Iceland, Netherlands, Norway, Fri, Dec 15th  
Portugal,  Spain, Switzerland                                                               
Belgium, France, Ireland, Luxembourg  Sat, Dec 16th  
 
PARCELFORCE WORLDWIDE SERVICES 
Express 48     Wed, Dec 20th 
Express 24                Thurs, Dec 21st 
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100 CLUB
100 Club Winners for April were: 
1st  Prize of £10 - Mark Bryers 

(of Pound House)
2nd Prize of £5 - Mornay Bibby 

Drawn by Hugh May on Monday, 
April 9th before the Moviola fi lm.

Extracts from the minutes:
Meeting held in Membury Village Hall 

on Tuesday 20th February 2018 at 7.30pm

PRESENT: Cllrs D Burrough (Chairman), M Bell, M Burrough, 
B Foster, R Foster, S Foster and L Warren.
The Parish Clerk, Cllr Iain Chubb (DCC) and Cllr Paul Diviani 
(EDDC).      
APOLOGIES: Cllr Richard Barrell and Cllr Philip Pearse.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
A damaged road sign at Clarence Cross – DCC is responsible for 
highways signs. 

FOOTPATH REPORT
Cllr Bill Foster reported that on Footpath 18, from Lane End 
Cottage to the Trout Farm, a dog owner seen walking with four 
dogs o   their leads during the lambing season took no notice 
when reminded that all dogs must be on a lead and that farmers 
have a right to protect their sheep.
The National Sheep Association have promised to send some 
dog control signs which can be screwed to fence and gate posts. 
Nick and Jose Yool also had some signs to put up and reported 
problems with the path.

REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Available on the web site.
Cllr Ruth Foster asked if there was an update concerning the 
provision of broadband to certain parts of Membury since 
Gigaclear and other broadband providers were not interested 
and had no plans currently to connect broadband to outlying 
properties. 
See web site for further details.

HIGHWAYS
 letter of apology had been received from ighways ra   c and 

Management at DCC in response to an email complaining about 
the time taken to clear the mud and debris on the road after the 
incident at Whitehall Bridge on 12th November. The email said 

MEMBURY POST OFFICE & STORES
is likely to close within the next few months.

With regret, this has come about due to 
changes in market forces over many years 

and our own personal circumstances.  
We would like to thank all our customers 

and traders for their valued support 
during the last fourteen years.
Sharon and Jeremy Wallace

Of course, all this jollity needs a lot of work and discussion 
behind the scenes, but we are also very fortunate to count 
amongst our residents those who are both willing and able to 
take on the more serious, practical and spiritual aspects of life: 
the PCC, who not only organised an enjoyable concert in April 
– see p 8 - but who provide services on a regular basis, care 
for the community and keep an eye on the fabric of one of our 
oldest buildings, too; the Village Hall Trustees, who maintain a 
facility for all the village to use; the Parish council, who try to 
keep the Parish safe and pleasant (have you noticed that many 
of the potholes have been fi lled in? Please support our council 
by reporting any that re-occur.) And these are but a few of those 
to whom we owe our thanks for making this such a good place 
to live. 

 Finally, a big thank you to those who have signed up as 
Friends of the Mercury. We truly value your support, but there 
is always room for more. If you would like to become a Friend, 
see details on p 28, before you try the recipe or get into the 
crossword. Have a good and relaxing summer  - you’ll need all 
your energy for the busy Membury Autumn schedule!

Membury Parish Council
Stephanie Hidson-Jones (Clerk to the Council)
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Extracts from the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

Tuesday, October 10th 2017 in the Village Hall.

Taken by Mrs. Stephanie Jones, Clerk to the Council

PRESENT: Cllrs Burrough(Chair), M.Bell, M.Burrough,  
    R. & S. Foster, P. Pearse, L.Warren, Clerk to the Council  
    & Cllr Iain Chubb.

APOLOGIES: Cllrs  R.Barrell, B.Foster, P. Diviani (EDDC),  
          PCSO H. Widger.

The opening formalities were completed unopposed. 

FOOTPATHS
The following report was read in Cllr B.Foster’s absence.

Peter Hartnell has strimmed brambles, cleared around the 
signpost and removed an obstruction from Footpath 25, and tidied 
up Footpath 10, clearing the undergrowth at the bridge. 

Victoria Strang of Yarty Farm has thanked both District and Parish 
councils for the improvements to Beckford Bridge, which is now 
wheel-chair accessible. 

A broken Bridleway signpost on Footpath 35 has been reported 
to the DCC.

REPORTS FROM COUNTY and DISTRICT COUNCILS
Residents have complained of debris left in Brinscombe Lane by 

contractors. It seems that no-one monitors the work of Skanska 
Construction UK Limited, and the PC felt strongly that work should 
be checked on completion. Cllr S.Foster said that the prioritising 
of repairs was not always logical, and that District Council could 
avoid a waste of resources by consulting Parish Councils. 

PLANNING
Cll S. Foster said that the refusal of an application for a change 

of use of holiday dwellings at Lea Hill showed inconsistency in the 
planning department, who had granted permission in other similar 
cases, and a failure to take account of the views of local residents 
as represented in the Neighbourhood Plan which recommended 
such use be allowed by local people. The Clerk was instructed 
to write to District Councillor Paul Diviani asking why he had not 
supported this application.  

QUAKER BURIAL GROUND 
It was reported that the History Society had asked if there was 

funding to have the work done professionally. If there was not, 
they would discuss forming a village working party. Some work has 
already been done, but a great deal remains. A quote was to be 
sought for the laying of a new hedge. 

MEMBURY BROADBAND 

Cllr R. Foster reported that 18-24 properties in the Beckford 
Bridge area still have not been connected, even though the 
company Connecting Devon and Somerset have £4.5m - £7m to 
allocate to the work. So far, they have only offered vouchers for 
4G Wireless connection, an inferior substitute. Cllr R.Foster has 
attended the Scrutiny Committee at EDDC and raised the matter 
with both Cllr Chubb and Cllr Diviani, but so far no reply has been 
received from CDS. 

Openreach have quoted £30.000 to carry out the work, having 
completed a viability survey. A letter is to be sent to CDS, with 
copies to Neil Parrish(MP), DCC and EDDC asking for assurances 
regarding dates and allocation of funds. 

DEVON EMERGENCY RESILIENCE GRANT (Flooding)
Cllr S. Foster reported that nothing has been spent, because no 

volunteers had come forward to use the equipment the PC had 
planned to spend the money on. Melissa Taylor is moving out of 
the village, which will leave no-one to complete the Flood Plan, co-
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ordinate the ring-round alarm list, check flood alarm equipment or 
deal with updates. The PC decided to take ownership of the plan, 
and passed a proposal to purchase sand for residents’ use in filling 
sandbags. 

MOBILE ‘PHONE MAST 

In response to a request to ensure a reliable mobile ‘phone signal 
for Membury,it was noted that, under a landmark deal with the 
government, the 4 main networks agreed :-

-  to guarantee a £5bn investment programme

-  to guarantee voice and text coverage for 90% of the UK by   
 2017

-  to guarantee full coverage to increase from 69% to 85% of UK  
 by 2017

The PC is to monitor the situation.

LITTER BINS IN THE CAR PARK
Cllr Barrell reported in writing that since bin collection had been 

reduced to once in 3 weeks, the car park bin outside the Village 
Hall was constantly overflowing. On enquiry, Streetscene had said 
that the PC should pay for extra bins and extra rubbish collection. 
Cllr Chubb advised that it was his understanding that street bins 
should still be emptied weekly, but undertook to check this with 
EDDC.

PRECEPT/BUDGET 2018/19
A budget working party of Cllrs Barrell, Warren, R. Foster, and 

the Clerk are to prepare a provisional budget to be presented to 
the meeting in November. This will need to be confirmed by the 
meeting on January 8th in order to meet the deadline of January 
24th, 2018.

FINANCE 

The external audit had been completed, and accepted with one 
minor correction.

The closing bank balance reported for September was 
£16,724.33

HIGHWAYS REPORT
Under the Parishes Together Grant, the PC currently holds 

£456.50 for the clearance of ditches and drains, which needs to be 
spent by March 31st, 2018.

Cllr S. Foster suggested that, since that gullies are no longer 
cleared by the County, some of the money could be spent on this, 
and agreed to ask Ron Martin for a quote. In case of standing 
water remaining on the road for more than 24 hours, presenting a 
potential hazard to other road users, please contact:

 https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/

The creation of an entrance to a field on Springfield Hill has 
brought mud and debris onto the road causing nuisance and a 
potential hazard to other road users. Cllr Warren agreed to speak 
to the person who works the field.  

 AGENDA
For the meeting on Tuesday, November 28th to include:

Emergency Plan and Flood Volunteers

New Notices for the Car Park

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Cllr Burrough is to meet with the chairs of Chardstock and All 

saints, who are also in Yarty Ward. 

Complaints had again been received regarding long-term parking 
in the Village Hall car park. A notice is to go in the Mercury and 
e-mails sent to known offenders. The situation is to be monitored. 

The meeting closed at 9.56pm.
The minutes of the meeting can be found in full at memburypc.org.uk

Membury Parish Council - selected extracts
Stephanie Jones (Clerk to the Council)
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To access latest report, please use this  web site

that remedial preparatory works were presently being undertaken 
and that resources for additional surface dressing works in the 
2  fi nancial year were being put aside. he parish council 
have asked for channels to be jet washed, but this has not been 
carried out. Cllr Iain Chub suggested who might be contacted 
detailing concerns on the service provided by Skanska, and asking 
who signs o   kanska’s highways work on completion.
Many of the highway issues which had been reported online had 
not been dealt with and had now disappeared o   the system. he 
Highways work schedule is compiled based on what has been 
reported online. Therefore, any issues relating to highways must 
be reported online at https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/
report-a-problem/ with photographic evidence if possible.

POLICE REPORT
One crime had been reported in the Membury area for December 
on or near Thorn Lane: a theft by an employee, blackmail and 
making o   without payment. he investigation was complete, and 
no suspect had been identifi ed. o access the minster ural 
Crime Report please click on
https://www.police.uk/devon-and-cornwall/DEV.4083/crime/

NEW NOTICEBOARDS
Estimates for a new noticeboard had been received. Cllrs asked 
that more information was sought from Jason Rawson Carpentry 
about the measurements of the proposed noticeboard and any 
treatment of the wood, but this estimate was accepted. 

FLOOD WARDENS REPORT
Cllr Mike Bell reported, on behalf of Melissa Taylor, that the Auto 

ialer and siren have now been fi ed. ichard Challis and on 
Martin were compiling a list of contents for grab bags for the Flood 
Wardens. David Weatherill, Senior Engineer at EDDC,  met up 
with Cllr Bell and Cllr Simon Foster in Membury on February 15th, 
having received a letter from Stephen Tetlow detailing the problems 
with the sump and a technical drawing. Mr Weatherill inspected the 
site, and discussed several options suggested by Jessica Bishop, 
Flood isk   cer at evon County Council, when she visited 
Membury in December. David Weatherill would report back once he 
had reviewed the situation, and Stephen Tetlow has kindly said he 
will review avid’s suggestions then. he consensus was that if the 
upstream can be managed, particularly the debris, it would help to 
keep the sump clear of silt and debris and, with a few modifi cations, 
it should perform better in a ma or  ood. Cllr Foster confi rmed that 
EDDC inspect the sump once a month and clean it out every six 
months.

PLANNING
In response to an e-mail received from Yarcombe Parish Council 
concerning planning applications submitted to the district council 
from the farming communities of Membury, Stockland and 
Yarcombe, Councillors agreed to ask the district council to attach 
a condition requiring the applicant to provide a comprehensive 
landscaping and planting scheme, an artifi cial light screening 
scheme and to use appropriately coloured materials.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
17/3023/FUL - North Mill Dairy, Membury, Axminster EX13 7TN 
Replacement two storey extension, construction of single storey 
extension, alterations to existing single storey extension.
17/2950/FUL Challenger Farm, Membury, Axminster EX13 7JT – 
Construction of extension to grain store  
17/2991/FUL Bracken, Greendown, Axminster EX13 7TD – 
Replacement dwelling and detached garage –
Godworthy Farm Membury Axminster EX13 7UA Extension to 
existing storage shed - APPROVED
Hares Farm, Yarcombe Honiton EX14 9AZ. Change of use and 

works to convert traditional barns to four units of self-contained 
holiday accommodation, demolition of modern agricultural buildings 
APPROVED
Little Haddons, Membury,Axminster EX13 7AF. T1, Copper Beech: 
Reducing two large branches - SPLIT DECISION 
See web site for details

FINANCE
Devon Communities Together 
Contrary to the suggestion made at the last meeting, an e-mail from 
Cllr arrell stated that the membership would benefi t the Parish 
Council more than the Village Hall, therefore it was resolved to renew 
the Parish Council’s subscription to evon Communities ogether at 
a cost of £50.
CLOSING BALANCE   on 6/02/18        £15,090.38

he Council agreed to appoint avid inchcli  e as the nternal 
Auditor to Membury Parish Council. 

QUAKER BURIAL GROUND
Cllr Ruth Foster reported that the Badger Survey Report from 

cologic Consultants confi rmed that there were badgers in the 
Quaker Burial Ground, undermining the entire ground with tunnels 
and eating their way through the graves. The parish council could 
apply for a grant under the Rural Payments Scheme which, if 
successful, would be for approximately £1,000. Light work can be 
carried out, but not heavy machinery work. The History Society are 
keen to help, particularly before the Quakers make their annual visit 
in May. The County Archaeology department will visit and advise 
whether there is anything of interest in the ground and whether 
some of the more illegible gravestones could be cleaned. Cllr Foster 
suggested that if the grant was awarded, some of the money held in 
reserves could be used to erect a small plaque detailing the history 
of the burial ground.  

Feedback from BHPN Meeting – Cllr Mike Bell
Cllr Bell, Steering Group member of the Blackdown Hills Parish 
Network,  attended a meeting on January 18th.
See web site for details

CORRESPONDENCE 
The Clerk reported emails from the following:

evon County Council funding for  ood resilience - here was still 
funding available for  ood groups, community groups and town and 
parish councils to help increase a community’s  ood resilience. 

Rent-a-church spire plan to boost mobile phone coverage: 
Church spires could be used to boost mobile and broadband 
coverage in rural areas under an agreement between the UK 
government and the Church of England. Cllr Debbie Burrough said 
this would be raised at the next church meeting.  

18/039 Dates for meetings of the Parish Council for 2018 – to be 
held in Membury Village Hall at 7.30pm
Tuesday 3rd July 
Tuesday 14th August
Tuesday 9th October
Tuesday 27th November 

Email: clerk@membury.eastdevon.gov.uk
Web site : memburypc.org.uk

Membury Parish Council - cont.
Stephanie Hidson-Jones (Clerk to the Council)
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The plan has now successfully completed a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment with no suggestions for changes 
from the statutory bodies other than Natural England requesting 
that we emphasise our support of the landscape and 
countryside in our policies. We have achieved this by making 
minor word changes to two policies - eg changing “satisfactorily 
mitigated” to “avoided” in Policy NE1 which now reads:-
Policy NE1 - conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of 
our parish
1) Development proposals will only be supported where 
a) they have demonstrated that any adverse impacts on the         
natural environment (landscape and biodiversity) have been   
avoided, and 
b) they enhance the natural environment where there is the 
opportunity to do so.
and adding in “not detract from the landscape” into the 
introductory paragraph in  Policy HP1 which now reads:-
HP1 – Meeting new build within an evolving parish

Any proposal for new additional housing development must 
meet the requirements and standards of the Design Statement, 
not detract from the landscape and not increase the flood risk 
to others and will be supported: etc.

Some people may not realise that our parish boundary 
extends across the A30 at the Yarty Bridge below James Lane 
(the lane to Yarcombe) following the hedge-line some 200 
metres to the north (the other side) of the road. During the 
Pre-submission consultation the Blackdown Hills AONB asked 
that we remove the light pollution exemption for trunk roads. 
The A30 does not become a trunk road until it meets the A303 
near Upottery. We therefore agreed to delete the Trunk road 
exclusion in the Natural Environment Objective 2a). This now 
reads:- 

Resist any development or road scheme likely to have an 
adverse effect on tranquility or dark skies and seek ways to 
reduce any existing impact.

We have made these changes to meet the requirements of 
the SEA and because we feel that they do not detract from the 
original public feedback and plan intent.

The Plan has now been submitted to the Parish Council for 
their approval and then formal submission the EDDC and the 
government inspector.

Neighbourhood Plan - Update
from Alex Tasker

Mud on the Roads
from Simon Foster

	

	

	

	
	

	

	 	

BARRY	SIDAWAY	

Plumbing	&	Heating	Engineer	

• AGA	SERVICING	
• OIL	BOILER	SERVICING	
• BREAKDOWNS	AND	REPAIRS	
• PLUMBING	–	No	job	too	small.	

	Reliable,	friendly	service.	

Phone:	01297	678166	/	07958	788463	
Email:	barrysidaway@tiscali.co.uk	

	

Wow! The Parish Council and individual councillors have 
been inundated with calls. Some of you have called the 
police, some of you have tried the Devon County Council 
for advice, including our clerk and myself. DCC seem 
to be unable to help and our Highways officer is, most 
unfortunately off sick.

The situation is that despite the maize ripening early 
farmers and contractors have been waiting through 
September and October for a dry period which never 
appeared. In desperation, they have had to get it cut and 
clamped, anyway, inevitably transferring mud from the fields 
to the roads - a reminder that the beautiful landscape is 
an “intensive industrial area, not as depicted in the estate 
agents’ brochures.

Nevertheless, just as any urban industrial business has to 
abide by rules to ensure the populace is not endangered or 
unduly inconvenienced, so do agricultural activities – more 
details on the DEFRA or Farming advisory group websites. 
As a first step to minimise their liability, the culprit should put 
out signs warning of the mud on the road/and or slippery 
surfaces. However, that may not be enough to protect them 
from either prosecution or civil claims in the event of an 
accident. The NFU & legal counsel’s advice is to clear the 
debris by the end of each working day to minimise liability, 
that this responsibility is made clear to contractors, and that 
both have third party insurance. 

Mud or other deposits that interrupt the use of the road 
for other users that may cause injury or endanger other road 
users, are illegal under Section 148 & section 161 of the 
Highways Act, 1990. Section 149 allows the local highways 
authority to clean the road and recover expenses.

 NB. In our case this is Devon County and not the Parish 
Council, which has neither the funds nor the authority to 
make things happen as you may wish on the roads.

We have had little response from the police or DCC, 
which we can only attribute to lack of resources & budgets 
– something to remember when you next vote! However, we 
have been doing our best to contact those who might help 
and those who are responsible for not clearing up the mud. If 
the mud is not cleared up the PC will refer the matter to the 
Highways authority. I have to mention our clerk Stephanie 
Jones and Councillor Leslie Warren, who have taken the lead 
and, unfortunately, occasional abuse to try to resolve these 
issues. We will be raising the matter with our new county 
councillor Iain Chubb at the next PC meeting. He has been 
very helpful with other issues so I remain hopeful that we can 
secure more resources for our parish from your council taxes.

Extracts from the minutes:
The Annual Parish Meeting was held in Membury 

Village Hall on Tuesday, April  3rd  2018 at 7.30pm
Cllr Debbie Burrough welcomed everyone to the meeting, 

which although arranged and chaired by the Parish Council 
is a meeting when parish a  airs are discussed, and 
everyone present can take part and ask questions. 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on April 
10th 2017 were accepted as correct. 

Devon and Cornwall Alert
PCSO Chris Bolsover came to give information on this 

service, a two-way community messaging system operated 
by Devon and Cornwall Police. The police would like as 
many businesses and individuals as possible to sign up for 
the service, for the mutual information of police and public. 

he Post   ce have a supply of lea  ets and will accept 
completed forms to hand back to Chris. Anyone wishing 
to sign up to Devon and Cornwall Alert can do so here: 
https://alerts.dc.police.uk/pages/3981/1/Home.html

PCSO Bolsover also assured the meeting that the Council 
had full police support in trying to solve the issues of large 
vehicles and HGVs getting stuck in the lanes around the 
parish. 

A written report was received from Councillor Iain Chubb, 
and the Clerk read out a synopsis of news from the District 
Council of behalf of Cllr Paul Diviani. 

The Chairman of the Parish Council (Cllr Debbie 
Burroughs) presented her Annual Report for 2018. 

Written reports were received from the following:
Alex Tasker (Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group), Marie 

Tasker (Flower Show), Richard Barrell (Membury Village 
Hall), Melissa Taylor (Flood Warden), Ruth Foster (Parish 
Council Website), Mike Capper (History Society), Molly 
Barrell (the Membury Mercury), Pauline Marshall for Jean 
Foster (Arts and Crafts) and Richard Barrell (Precept and 
Budget).

All are available on the PC website memburypc.org.uk
Budget, Precept and Council Tax for 2018/19
Cllr Barrell announced an increase in the Council Tax 

for 2 . e reported that a and  property’s a  
had gone up by £65 in 2016, by £81 in 2017 and this year 
by £85 to £1779. Over the past three years, the Parish 
Council’s precept and  contribution has increased from 
£26 in 2016 to £39.61 this year, an increase of less than 
£3.00. This is in line with what the Parish Council had 
predicted from a base of £16.96 in 2015, before the Council 
had to pay for the services of the Clerk. That transition is 
now complete and any future rise in the Parish Council’s 
portion of the Council a  will be due to in  ation, reduction 
of funding from EDDC due to ongoing Government cuts 
and to fund services which both DCC and EDDC can no 
longer provide in su   cient uantity to keep the village 
services functioning properly e.g. The Parish Lengthsman 

to clear drains, ditches and gullies and funding for the 
maintenance of the footpaths. 

The reserves are still quite healthy, because of several 
grants we have been fortunate enough to secure over the 
last two years due largely to the diligence of our Parish 
Clerk. 

The Parish Council have to pay election costs, due 
in 2019 for the East Devon District Council and Parish 
Council elections, and more and more maintenance 
operations are being devolved to Parish Councils, but 
without the funds that go with them, so that will now be 
part of any future increase. 

Neighbourhood Plan
Alex Tasker recapped to the meeting the basic principles 

behind the Neighbourhood Plan for Membury. When 
parishioners were fi rst asked, essentially everyone 
said they loved the parish as it was, it must not  be 
destroyed, what is being done must be controlled, but 
at the same time they wanted the parish to evolve. The 
Neighbourhood Plan has tried to put into words how 
the environment and neighbourhood can be preserved, 
but still allow some development in defi ned places and 
with controlled designs, in line with the Neighbourhood 
Plan. Currently, after four years, the Neighbourhood 
Plan has been approved by East Devon District Council 
and submitted to the Examiner, Andrew Mead, who has 
accepted that all the documents submitted meet the legal 
requirements. He has asked several questions and these 
along with all the other Neighbourhood Plan documents 
can be found on the Membury Village website. See also 
Neighbourhood Plan update on p5. https://membury.
org.uk/ and the Membury Parish Council website http://
www.memburypc.org.uk/planning/neighbourhood-
plan. Mr Mead would take six to ten weeks to make 
his deliberations. Cllr Mike Bell congratulated and 
thanked Alex Tasker for the work he had done on the 
Neighbourhood Plan which had been recognised as an 
excellent piece of work across the district which would 
be recommended to proceed to referendum by the end of 
June/beginning of July. 

Views and comments from members of the public 
David Hawton from West Barn, Land Farm spoke about 

the issues concerning broadband in the area between 
Furley and Webble reen. While signifi cant strides have 
been made in the last couple of years, there are still some 
signifi cant gaps in the parish. Connecting evon and 
Somerset (CDS) who have been set up to deliver next 
generation broadband infrastructure to areas where the 
market has failed to invest, have stated that currently 
there are no plans to fi ll those gaps. n March 2 th, 2  
the overnment enacted legislation saying a  ordable 
broadband connections and services must be provided 
throughout the UK by 2020 with a download sync speed 
of at least 10Mbps per second. Mr Hawton asked what is 
being proposed to ensure the gaps in the parish are going 
to be fi lled by 2 2 . Cllr uth Foster replied that o   cially 
there are 5% of properties across the county which have 
not been connected to superfast broadband or are not in 
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Annual Parish Meeting 
Stephanie Hidson-Jones, Clerk to the Council



aminers first report:
Our Neighbourhood Plan has been formally submitted 

to Mr Meads, the Examiner jointly appointed by EDDC 
and ourselves. 

He has, to date:-
 confirmed that the parish has been a properly    

 established Neighbourhood Plan area 
 decided that the Plan has been correctly prepared
 agreed that he has all the necessary supporting   

 documentation
 confirmed that the Plan meets all the necessary   

 European, UK and local legal requirements.
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Parish Website
www.membury.org.uk

Village Hall Report
from Richard Barrell

Maximising the great potential of  
YOUR Membury Village website:

It has been great to see many more events promoted on the 
Diary and Notice board pages since the last edition of the 
Mercury. In doing so, you not only advertise a specific event, 
but also keep the details of your organisation to the fore on 
the website to encourage new members. Membury Primary 
Academy now has its own page where you can find the latest 
newsletter and any other announcements. We have also added 
a page recently with information on Recycling and updated the 
Contacts Pages to make it easier to find what you are looking 
for in addition adding a transport section with information on 
Bus & Train Timetables and (more affordable?) Taxi Services. 
We have removed all Parish Council Information (with exception 
of the Neighbourhood Plan) from the Village website as the 
New Parish Site is now well established. The parish Site can 
however still be accessed from the menu for those who have 
still not visited or “bookmarked” it.
System Backups:
Although PCs nowadays have a high percentage of reliability 
things can go wrong, not necessarily a system failure but a 
virus infection (as David found out recently) can have disastrous 
consequences if you are not fully prepared (as we mentioned in 
the New Year Edition). David’s regular backups proved to be an 
essential element of his data recovery.
We all need to be aware that the number of ransomware 
attacks is increasing, so everyone’s files are at risk from being 
encrypted by malware of some form. (Of course, it isn’t just 
the documents on your PC that could be lost: we all use our 
tablets and phones as personal computers these days, taking 
photos and videos which might be stored only on that device. 
If you lose it or break it, you might also lose forever the photos, 
contacts and other files on it).
The most important rule of backups is that any important data 
should exist in two or more physical locations at once.  If you 
create a backup and delete the original, it’s no longer really 
a backup. You still have just one copy of your data - you just 
moved it to a different place.
Let’s start with the obvious: what do you need to backup? Well, 
first and foremost, you need to back up your personal files. You 
can always reinstall your operating system and re-download 
your programmes if your hard drive fails, but your own personal 
data is irreplaceable. Any personal documents, photos, home 
videos, and any other data on your computer should be backed 
up regularly.
There are many ways to back up your data, from backing up to 
an external drive to uploading copies of your data to a remote 
server over the Internet. You can use the tools integrated into 
Windows or download a third-party backup tool. Choose the 
backup solution that works best for you. Two popular options 
are;
Back up to an external hard drive.
If you have an external USB hard drive, you can just back 
up to that drive using your computer’s built-in backup 
features (or simply drag to copy in Windows File Explorer). 
On Windows 10 and 8, use File History. On Windows 
7, use Windows Backup. On Macs, use Time Machine. 
Occasionally connect the drive to the computer and use the 
backup tool, or leave it plugged in whenever you’re home 
and it will back up automatically. Backing up is cheap and 
fast, but if your house gets robbed or catches on fire, your 
backup can be lost along with your computer, which is very 
bad. (There is nothing to stop you storing the backup drive at 
another property, your work or friend’s house for example, in 
between backups).

The Hall Buildings are, at last, registered with the Land 
Registry! This has been a long, tortuous and expensive road 
but at last we are there. Changing the Charity status to a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation was step one and 
meant that whoever is a current Trustee now has ownership 
responsibility of the Hall instead of the previous situation 
whereby the original Trustees were the registered owners. As 
time has gone on this situation had become untenable due 
to the demise of some and others being untraceable. Step 
two was to get the Land Registry registration which is now 
complete. Deeds are held with our Solicitors, Milford and 
Dormor.

Also completed are the works to improve the storeroom. 
The walls and floor have been fully insulated and damp-
proofed with the floor being raised to the level of the Hall 
and tiled. The ceiling has been plastered and all redundant 
electrical wiring removed. Shelving has also been re-arranged 
to make it more user-friendly. All this will make it warmer and 
easier to keep tidy (hirers please note!).

Lights to the toilets have been changed to an automatic 
system so that local residents are not inconvenienced(!) by 
the lights being left on all night as has happened on many 
occasions and to help to reduce our energy bill.

We shall be looking at some minor refurbishment of the 
toilets as the systems currently in use are not functioning as 
they should. It is hoped that this will remove the pervading 
odour that is currently present.

Again I stress that all these works have been funded from 
the interest accrued by the judicious management of the 
Henniker bequest, for which we are very grateful to Charlie 
Bracher.

Should you think that other improvements are needed 
please contact a Trustee; there is one in every group that 
uses the Hall!

Back up to the cloud
Dropbox, OneDrive, Google Drive, and many other cloud 
storage services make it incredibly easy to make backups of 
your files, and the free storage on offer when you sign up may 
be enough. If it isn’t, you can pay a reasonable fee to get a 
lot more storage. Just bear in mind that most cloud storage 
services sync files to a certain folder on your computer. Beware: 
this is NOT a true backup. It means that if you delete a file from 
that folder, it will disappear from your online storage as well. 
This method is easy, fast, and in many cases, free.
A real benefit of cloud storage is that it creates a copy of your 
files in a physically separate location. They’re safe from flood, 
fire and theft. Cloud storage has lots of other advantages too: 
you can access the files from practically any computer with 
an internet connection and you can keep files in sync across 
multiple devices.
Change of email address:
NB: David Dodd is no longer using the BT address, but the 
address found below:
David Dodd  
Simon Evans
01404881282     
email: mrsimonevans@aol.com
email: daviddodd822@gmail.com 
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Neighbourhood Plan Update
from Alex Tasker

line to be connected, including pockets within the parish. 
The parish council have not received a reply to their letter 
asking CDS to pay attention to this shortfall and advising 
them there was funding available to carry out connections, 
but intend to continue to press for this.

Jeremy Wallace asked that the parish council adjust 
signage at the Westwater to ease the problem of ’s 
getting stuck in the lanes, and ruining the Devon banks 
around the parish.

Mr Wallace also wished to report that his wife and 
himself are going to retire sooner or later from running the 
Post ce and tores, which was first put on the market 
in 2008, and, more recently, three and a half years ago. 
So far, there have been a few people interested in the 
property, the shop is a viable business, so the property 
will go up for vacant possession. 

Cllr Simon Foster reported that he had written a report 
requesting signage changes as a result of vehicles being 
misdirected via Axminster. This evidence-based report 
had the full support of the police and can be found on 
the parish council website, detailing all the incidents 
which have taken place in the village over the past few 
years involving HGVs. It is important that all incidents are 
logged with photographic evidence, registration numbers 
noted, and Cllr Foster informed. The parish council 
continue to have the support of the police over dealing 
with articulated lorries which get stuck and damage the 
lanes around the parish.  See also “protecting our lanes” 
on p.19.

Cllr Mike Bell thanked Melissa Taylor for all the work she 
had carried out as Flood Warden and also her helpers, 
Ron Martin, Bill Sheppard, Richard Challis and Jeremy 
Wallace. 

On behalf of parishioners Jeremy Wallace thanked the 
Parish Council for the work they do in trying to keep the 
parish running smoothly on a daily basis. In her closing 
remarks, the Chairman, Cllr Debbie Burrough thanked 
everyone for coming to the meeting and showing an 
interest in the work of the Parish Council. The meeting 
closed at 8.40pm.

However, he has submitted an early report to EDDC 
and the Parish Council for fact checking which 
somewhat decimates our housing concepts. 

Despite all our public consultations and questionnaires 
and the significant local ma ority for the policies put 
forward in the Plan he is minded to delete the named 
hamlets of Furley, Longbridge, Rock and Webble Green 
from all aspects of our Housing Policies because he is 
“uncomfortable” with the concept of dispersing our low 
level of development into them, despite the restriction 
of a maximum of 2 to 3 new builds in the village or any 
hamlet. 

Further, although he confirms that trategies ,  
and 27 in the Local Plan allow properly formulated 
Neighbourhood Plans to take precedence, he does not 
regard any of the hamlets as “settlements” and therefore 
defines them in planning terms as open countryside  
- thus precluding any new development. Also, despite 
the ocal Plan defining the whole parish including the 
village) as “open countryside”, he suggests that there 
should be up to 15 new developments within the village 
only - a vast increase on what your consistent feedback 
had suggested. e does not consider the ood risk to 
be su cient reason to prevent this as, he reasons, large 
areas of the parish are covered by the Environment 
Agency Flood Risk category 3, so the village is no 
di erent to, say, ongbridge in risk.

To my mind, (and I stress that these are my conclusions 
and may not represent those of the rest of the Steering 
Group or the Parish Council) this makes a mockery of 
the principles of Neighbourhood Planning, namely that 
“Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct 
power to develop a shared vision for their neighbourhood 
and shape the development and growth of their local 
area.” Thus, local people can make planning rules based 
upon local needs and local knowledge - of course 
providing that what they want is legal and meets with all 
necessary rules and laws. Our Plan meets these criterion 
but the Examiner appears to be ignoring all local opinion, 
all consultation and all housing questionnaire results 
together with the EDDC Local Plan by deciding, with no 
evidence, that 15 new homes should be built in Membury 
village. Amazingly, having challenged our Plan housing 
proposals, EDDC have not challenged the Examiner!

On your behalf the Steering Group has attempted to 
challenge the factual basis for Mr Mead’s conclusions. 
We await his response! 

 Taken from the government guidance “What is 
neighbourhood planning?” Published 6 March 2014 as 
part of the Localism Act (Last updated 22 February 
2018) by Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local 
Government.
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We have had to 
delay the showing 
of “Their Finest” 
until Monday 4th 
December 

Doors open 7.00pm 
for 7.30pm showing.

This is an excellent 
film. Do not miss it. 
Although supposed 
to be serious, there 
are some very funny 
moments.

Ice creams, tea, 
coffee and wine 
available on the night 
as always.

 In 1940, at the height of the Blitz, Catrin, a married 
woman (Gemma Arterton) and a screenwriter (Sam 
Claflin) develop a growing attraction while working 
together on a propaganda film about the evacuation of 
Allied troops from Dunkirk, France for the Ministry of 
Information.

A comedy drama directed by Lone Scherfig.  
 Gemma Arterton 

With Bill Nighy and Jeremy Irons

2017

Moviola Membury Village Hall

DOMESTIC
INSTALLER

Full & partial re-wiring - Design Service

New consumer units

Installation fault finding

Telephone / Data cabling & points

EV charging points

Aims AGA repairs  

Intruder alarms grade IIx

NICEIC - EICR - Electrical Installation condition reports

Lighting. Scene lighting. LED upgrades.
Garden Lighting - Design & Installation

All materials & labour guaranteed
All part P certificated installations carry

additional NICEIC back-up warranty

NEW	YEAR’S	EVE	

	PARTY	 	

	
DRESS TO IMPRESS 

MEMBURY VILLAGE HALL 

8 PM TILL LATE £5.00 per person       

DANCE TO THE WELSH WIZARD DJ  

SHARED SUPPER  

Sign up at the Post Office 

(Include what you are going to bring to share, 
either a main or dessert, each couple bring 

enough for 6) 

BRING YOUR OWN DRINK  

SUMMER   2018
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Membury MerryMakers
 from Nigel Cook (Chair)

Membury MerryMakers
from the Treasurer Jason Hawkes

Season’s Greetings 
to you all from the 
MerryMakers!
How do I start this review? That is easy: on a high note|! I am 

of course referring to the recent History Society Walk and Artisan 
Exhibition. I know that Mike Capper has written a lovely piece 
detailing the event and those involved, but I just have to say what 
an absolute pleasure it was for the MerryMakers to be involved. I 
think it can best be summed up in one word, which I received in 
a comment in the days following – ‘Exceptional’ - and to top it all 
off the event raised the superb sum of £235.00 in donations for 
BBC’s Children In Need. This will be donated, not from any one 
group but from The Community as a whole, so thank you all.

So what else has been happening? Since our Boule 
Tournament in August things have been quiet, although we have 
been treated to some quality offerings from Moviola, Richard and 
the S4YH team continue to impress, and I am looking forward to 
this year’s round of Seasonal Singing.

And what else is in the pipeline? This year’s Quiz is on 
Saturday, November 18th and I know Jason, as always, will not 
be going easy on us. I apologise in advance to the Team who 
have ended up with me as a member – sorry, you didn’t want to 
win anyway!

Our annual New Year’s Eve Party, as in previous years, will 
be a Shared Supper, where we all bring enough food to share, 
and where we will be entertained by the Welsh Wizard Disco. 
Whilst there is no particular theme to this year’s party, you will 
see from the Posters that you are invited to Dress To Impress, 
so it is in your hands. This is a great evening, open to all, so 
come along and join us. (If you have any music requests for 
the DJ let me know - e-mail below - and he will do his best to 
accommodate you)

Looking further into the future we are keen to hear from other 
Groups and Societies who may want to run a joint event. As the 
recent collaboration with the History Society has shown, this 
really does work, and, as they say, many hands make light work! 
Following on from this, if you are the Chair or Secretary of a 
group or Society please let me know your views on our previously 
proposed Summer Fete - nigel.cook10@btinternet.com

Before I finish, I want to take the opportunity to explain that 
one of the primary roles of the MerryMakers is to fund the 
Mercury, which we all agree is a superb, quality Magazine. We 
all receive this free, delivered to our doors, four times a year, 
without necessarily realising the tremendous amount of work 
that goes into its production. This is where you, our supporters 
play a vital role. None of our events and activities would work 
without your continued support  - and remember, by supporting 
the MerryMakers you are supporting the Mercury - and just as 
importantly it is great to see you all. 

And yet again I can’t finish without thanking my fellow 
MerryMaker’s, committee Members, Associates and Helpers who 
help to make this all worthwhile.

As many of you will know, the MerryMakers was founded to fund 
the Membury Mercury. For many years now, this has been pretty 
easy as the Mercury was financially self-supporting, with a good 
advertising base,  subscribers beyond the parish boundaries and 
the ongoing agreement with the Parish Council to fund one issue 
per year. The MerryMakers could get on with pantos, events and 
Moviola and everyone was happy.
 However... in the last 2 years, for various reasons, the cost 
of producing the Mercury has doubled from £1040 to £2080 per 
year. At the same time, the income derived from advertisers and 
subscribers has fallen. This, in essence, leaves the MerryMakers 
with a deficit of over £1200 per year to make up. Attendance at our 
events is generally lower than in the past (hence our shout-out in 
the Summer issue), but the relatively small losses made by Moviola 
films and the New Year’s Eve Party are more than made up for by 
Pantomime, S4YH and Quiz Night, which are all profitable.
 Unfortunately, financing the deficit in the production of the 
Mercury is completely beyond our limited funds for any length of 
time. Without something changing dramatically, the Merrymakers 
will be insolvent in less than 2 years and there will be no more 
Mercury, pantomime, Moviola or any of the other events we 
organise. Simply put, we all need to consider ways to generate the 
necessary funds to continue production in its current, professional 
format.
 Sadly, it isn’t just a case of having less colour in the Mercury 
or even chasing those advertisers who continue to avoid paying 
the relatively small fees we ask for. More fundamental action is 
required (although, if you are an advertiser, you could help by 
checking that you have paid your invoice, or let us know if you 
haven’t received it.)
 We have had several suggestions about how to increase 
funding and reduce costs to ensure future finances are sound. 
Maybe you have some suggestions,too. We obviously also need to 
increase our advertising base to its former level - largely achieved 
by Alex Tasker and the quality of the paper itself - so if you have 
marketing experience and can take this part of the operation on, 
we would be delighted to hear from you. Alternatively, if you have 
experience in the layout of magazines or brochures and are willing 
to donate some time to the Mercury, please get in touch. 
 We would like to invite anyone who has any interest 

in the future of the fabulous Mercury, which we all 
receive free every quarter, to come to an open meeting 

on December 8th at 7.15pm in the Village Hall. Watch out 
for posters to remind you! We would all welcome your 
constructive input and ideas in the hope of coming to 

some consensus about the future of the Mercury.
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THE BLACKDOWN HILLS TRUST 
is looking for local volunteers to help 
check stock fencing around the grazing 
units in the Neroche Forest area. These 
sites are managed by the Blackdown 
Hills Trust in the Blackdown Forest 
for grazing conservation: they are a 
magnet for rare butterfl ies such as 
Wood White and Duke of Burgundy 
and an array of plants, insects, birds 
and mammals. The areas are part of 
a Higher Level Stewardship and are 
grazed by English Longhorn cattle in 
the summer months. 

What will the volunteer role involve?
The role will involve walking the stock 

fence twice a year during the spring and 
autumn in the grazing compartments to 
check for any rotten posts or damage to 
the wire, and reporting back to the Trust. 
There may also be opportunities to get 
involved in practical conservation work, 
for example clearing conifer re-growth to 
allow native  ora to thrive. 

Full training will be provided for the role, 
including maps of the sites, appropriate 
contact information and information on 
what to look out for.

The Hall is now being used every day by clubs and the 
School and is consequently beginning to show signs of 
wear and tear, especially the  oor and toilet facilities. he 
Trustees would be grateful if hirers can report promptly if 
maintenance is required for any item to ensure everything 
is kept in good order. The hall is cleaned weekly, but it is 
up to each user to leave the hall as they would wish to 
fi nd it. his may mean wiping o   chairs and tables and 
sweeping the  oor, if food is served  also making sure 
the kitchen is in good order, and checking toilets. This 
will ensure that the next user can start their event on 
time, and will keep the Hall in good condition.  

The trustees will shortly be considering the quotes for 
replacing the  oor in several places, gaps are opening 
up between the strips of wood) but discussion/advice 
will be needed before this work is carried out to ensure 
that the same problem does not occur again. Due notice 
will be given to all hirers before any work is begun to 
ensure minimum disruption to activities.

Discussions are ongoing regarding the Patchwork 
hangings and the possible use of the wall as a screen 
but as the hangings are fragile this may not be possible. 

It may be viable to install a screen in front of them but 
this has to be considered in terms of cost and usage. If 
you have any views on the matter, please let us know. 
We want everyone to be satisfi ed with the outcome. 

The hearing loop will be reinstalled over the next few 
months and the new door to the rear of the Hall is 
expected to be installed shortly.

The addition of Solar Panels will be discussed at the 
Trustees meeting in June but in the light of the possible 
cost of the  oor repairs, this may have to be postponed. 
Remember – the Hall is for everyone. Please look after 
it, and if you wish to raise anything pertaining to its use, 
please get in touch with one of the Trustees, or e-mail 
the secretary, Judy Martin, at judron.martin@outlook.com

  

Interested?   Contact John 
Greenshields on   01823660764 or 
parkfarmwoods@talktalk.net

The Blackdown Hills Trust is a 

company limited by guarantee and 
registered in    England no. 07181053.  
Registered Charity no. 1138327.  

egistered   ce  c o Park Farm, 
Wellington Somerset TA21 9NP  

Duke of Bur undy and ood hite butter  ies, ust some of the species your work 
would help conserve.     ma e credits Peter Eeles, Butter  y Conservation.

Village Hall
from Richard Barrell (chair of Trustees)

  THE PARISH 
WEBSITE

Don’t Forget: 
this is your website.

Visit it for information 
about your village. 

www.membury.org.uk
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and I think if you talk to anyone who comes along to  
SING FOR YOUR HEALTH (AKA Membury Raucous Chorus) 
they will agree with you. We had great fun with our 
recent concert in Tatworth Church singing (mostly) well-
known Love Songs from 1600 to the present day, each era 

Sing for your Health
 Richard Barrell             Tel: 881 291

presenting a different challenge which was accepted and 
overcome! We are now rehearsing for our Christmas events 
to which we heartily invite you to come and enjoy singing 
some of the well known items with us.

First is our “Christmas Cracker” entertainment on Saturday 
December 16th  from 5.30-6.30pm in the Hall, free admission 
and refreshments, but you will be asked for a donation for 
the British Heart Foundation, then on Sunday 17th at 7.00 
pm at the Church Carol Service. The traditional Post Office 
Carols is on Friday 22nd at 6.00 outside the PO where a fire 
will be blazing and festive drinks will be available, again 
raising money for Charity.

Do look out for notices informing of rehearsal dates. If you 
wish to be added to our mailing list for rehearsal dates and 
other information, Email: richardbmus13@gmail.com 

Although our regular slot is on Fridays at 6.00pm in the Hall 
sometimes other commitments get in the way and we move 
to Monday evenings or Saturday mornings.

Do come along and join us, everyone is welcome whatever 
your singing ability. After all we are SINGING FOR OUR 
HEALTH.

Keeeeep singing!
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I am writing this just after a very well attended 
Team Service at All Saints – which had the theme of 
Creation. The “Junior Church” dressed up as various 
creatures and developed a living artwork on The First 
Seven Days of Creation. It was lovely to see young 
families attending and enjoying a service. 

Participation is key – and rewarding. The annual Spring 
Concert at Membury Church in April was a delight. 

ell ringing started it o   and to remind everyone to 
come along. Claudia Pearse had gathered a really 
good variety of local talent, including some new to us. 
Simon Foster acted as a lively MC. We enjoyed new 
numbers from the Farey and Moran family, John Bird 
on the piano, and insights on playing the Trumpet by 
Hugh Davis. John Gudge, who has local links with 
neighbouring parishes, played the mouthorgan – 
amazing what he gets out of such a small instrument! 
Richard Barrell acted as accompanist and conductor 
for the Raucous Chorus. Their singing achieves new 
things each year – the Canon (based on Pachelbel) to 
remember the Murmuration of Starlings performing over 
Membury in January was wonderful.  Donations came 
to £517 for Church running costs – a very big Thank You 
to all who participated and helped us keep our dear old 
Parish Church going.  

Easter came 
early this year. As 
usual, the Church 
was beautifully 
decorated and we 
had fuller pews. 
Averil Tristram 
has taken on 
organising the 
 owers and we are 
grateful to her and 
her helpers. If you 
would like to be 
involved, please 
let Averil know. On 
Mothering Sunday, 
there were enough 

posies for everyone to take home – mine lasted very 
well. he Church butter  ies started emerging and we 
hope they fi nd the  owers a source of nectar if they 
don’t manage to get outside   

We also had the Annual Meeting of Parishioners and 
PCC in pril.  t’s a time of change  al Cooke has 
stepped down from the PCC and doing the Flowers 
after many years. She has been wonderful at thinking of 
themes and varied decorations for special occasions: a 
Big Thank You.  Piers Wilson is moving away soon – we 
shall miss him for all the help he has given on repairs 
and maintenance at the Church: another Big Thank You. 
He has also been Honiton Deanery Synod rep – which 

Pew News 
from Petronella Byrde

involves going to 3 meetings a year at gatherings of 
Churches in the oniton area. ara Cranfi eld is taking 
his place. We are also saying goodbye to Carol Castell, 
who has opened and closed the Church every day 
for some 11 years, and was also a Churchwarden for 
several: a third Big Thank You. We wish Piers, Carolyn 
and Carol great happiness in their new homes.    

The PCC Treasurer, 
Marilyn Burrough, 
presents the Annual 
Accounts at the 
meeting. She clearly 
takes a lot of time and 
trouble over them, 
including getting Gift 
Aid refunds. This 
year Charlie Bracher 
helpfully attended 
to keep us informed 
of the Fabric Fund 
Investments, which 
he kindly looks after. 
Debbie Burrough 
has started working 
towards getting repairs 
to the Tower stonework 

and pointing – it will probably be a big bill, so we need 
to be prepared. You may have noticed the abseilers 
inspecting the Tower back in March – they were doing a 
detailed report. Please be careful if you walk around the 
outside of the Tower as occasionally a small piece of 
stonework could fall down. We’ve been advised there is 
a small risk of  aking masonry.

By the time you read this, some of us will have walked 
through lovely Spring countryside to Tea and Rogation 
service at Challenger Farm. his year is Membury’s 
turn amongst the three parishes and is always a social 
and warm occasion, with animals close by. Each year 
the name of every farm is read out and included in our 
prayers. The collection is usually for a Farming charity.  

Finally, if you haven’t already noticed, the Churchyard 
has a new and sturdy bench – right at the top with a 
lovely view. Peter Tristram installed it, rather in spite 
of March weather. It is in memory of Ann and Harry 
Tennant and I am sure they would love it to be used.



SPRING  2016  2 29

History Society
from Mike Capper

Like Minds
from Margaret Bulpitt

WINTER 2017

History Society & MerryMakers 
Village Exhibition and Walk

On Saturday, October 14th  the History Society held a 
joint event with the MerryMakers. It opened with an eclectic 
mix of displays in the Village Hall. Bill Steer brought his 
steam trains, which he has built and run around his garden. 
Paul Weldon had models of the exotic cars he has rebuilt 
in his career and a motor yacht he refurbished. Bill Foster 
showed off his skills as a tool-maker and Jo Wootton 
displayed a couple of her highly detailed dolls houses. Ken 
Stride had a wonderful collection of model aircraft and 
Jeremy Wallace had all sorts of fascinating bits and pieces, 
including a huge and ancient chainsaw, which certainly 
woke up the village when it was started! Also on display 
was Monica Gallantree’s amazing Matchstick Locomotive, 
Membury through the ages from the school and some 
lovely pieces of embroidery from Jean Foster and Beryl 
Griffin, kindly lent by Keith. The History Society displayed 
its collection of photographs of nearly all the houses in the 
Parish in 1989 and various maps and documents.  Outside 
was a collection of vintage cars ranging from a Rolls 
Royce, two Daimler Darts, an AC Cobra, a Morgan and a 
Morris 8; it’s amazing what is hidden away in this Village. 
Thank you to all the exhibitors, especially Jo, Robert, Tony, 
Bill and Mike who displayed their cars.

At 2.00 pm, Nick Yool led a walk through the Village 
whilst relating its  history. Over 60 people turned up for 
the walk, which came as a very pleasant surprise to the 
organisers. Nick produced a number of photographs 
showing how the Village used to be, explained that many of 
the old properties were actually small farms and the range 
of trades available within the Village. The walk ended at 
the church where various historical features were identified 
before it was time for tea.

Throughout the day attendees were splendidly fed and 
watered by the MerryMakers. A great time was had by all 
and it is intended to extend the walk next year down into 
Rock.

The History Society is organising its programme for the 
winter and will publicise the events as soon as lecturers, 
dates and Village Hall availability can be confirmed.

In November we met at Angela’s to discuss 
the question “who should be King – Charles 
or William”?

We had a  lively discussion on the pros & cons of 
continuing with the traditional rules of succession 
meaning that if the Queen abdicates, retires or dies 
then Charles becomes King or should (as many of the 
population think) Charles allow William to become King?

On the one hand, Charles lost his popularity with 
many people over his continued affair with Camilla when 
Princess Diana was still alive and we questioned why 
he had married Diana in the first place. The fact that he 
later went on to marry Camilla, raising the possibility of 
a future ‘Queen Camilla’, was very unpopular and we all 
agreed that this could be hard for people to accept. On 
the other hand Charles was raised to be King and has 
experience of all of the duties that our monarch has to 
undertake. 

William and Kate are immensely popular in the UK 
and around the world and many of us felt that if William 
became King it would give a real boost to the monarchy 
in the UK and attract even more tourists to this country 
thus helping our economy. However, compared to his 
father William has relatively little experience of what it 
would be like to become King and he and Kate wouldn’t 
be able to bring up their young family away from the 
glare of publicity if William was king.

Given a choice we all would happily accept William 
becoming our next monarch but reluctantly thought 
that if we made a change in the long-held rules of 
succession, would it lead to other changes further down 
the line which might ultimately lead to the end of the 
Monarchy completely.

So our decision was that we would still want Charles 
to become King – but please no Queen Camilla! Surely 
she could remain The Duchess of Cornwall or maybe 
Princess Consort?

Short Mat Bowls from Janet Andrew 
Our season started a little late due to the 

improvements being made to the storeroom at the hall, 
but now these are complete our games are well under 

way until our Christmas break. 
New members are assured of a very warm welcome, 
come and try your hand on Wednesday evenings. We 

meet at 7pm, bowls and tuition provided. 
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School Report 
from Emily Scriven (Senior Teacher)

Reporting on Ofsted 
Membury Primary Academy is celebrating another successful 

OFSTED inspection! The school was inspected in March and the 
report is packed with lots of positive comments and recognition 
of all the wonderful things the sta   work hard to ensure for the 
children in their care. In an open letter to Head Tracey Leganski, 
the school was graded as “Good” and was praised for: 

 he way teachers identify and assess pupils’  
 needs accurately.

 Teachers who are strong role models for pupils,  
 have high expectations of them and provide   
 high-quality care. 

 Pupils who routinely give of their best and help  
 each other to learn. 

  sta   who are tireless in sustaining the   
 school’s strong commitment to inclusion. 

 he warmth of the welcome and the e  ective  
 support and opportunity provided for pupils,  
 who excel in their personal, social and   
 emotional development.

The Head said, “The success we enjoy here at our unique school 
is thanks to the on-going support we have received from being 
part of the Acorn Multi Academy Trust. Andrea Rice and her team 
of school improvement partners are an essential part of our school 
support and development opportunities.  Emily Churchill manages 
the school marvellously, and we are incredibly well-supported by 
our passionate governors, amazing parents and caring community. 

he children are fantastic  everyone remarks upon it when they 
visit: we are just so glad that OFSTED formally recognised this.” 

The OFSTED inspection took place over one day. As our last 
grading under the old system was ood’ we were delighted to 
maintain the same standard of udgement. ood’, under the 
one day inspection is now graded within three tiers, of which 
we were top. 

The OFSTED judgements and criteria are very rigid and a 
small village school such as Membury is judged on exactly 
the same criteria as a very large city Primary school, that 
would have much greater fi nancial assistance than we do. o 
allowances are made for the fact that each pupil accounts 
for  of our attainment data. till being udged ood’ is 
therefore a great achievement and one to be celebrated.

nother busy term has  own by at Membury Primary 
Academy. We have been incredibly busy with our Jump 
Rope for Heart event, World Book Day celebrations, Wildside 
school trip, the Egg Rolling event and, of course, last but 
by no means least a visit from Ofsted. This term we saw the 
school closed for 3 days in total due to snow, a very rare 
event, but necessary for the safety of children and sta  .

Our Jump Rope for Heart event was held on February 27th. 
We had been training for weeks during playtimes, lunchtimes 
and P.E lessons. Parents and members of the community 
joined in with doubles, singles and group skipping. We all had 
tremendous fun joining in and raising money for the British 
Heart Foundation. 

Luckily, our World Book Day 
activities and celebrations were 
not thwarted by snow, as we 
had planned to observe World 

ook ay a day early. ta   
and children came to school 
dressed as their favourite book 
character. Owl class held a 
book tasting, which involved 
inviting parents and Robin class 
to look at their books that they 
had written based on ‘The Lost 

hing’, by haun an. obin 
class looked at villains in Roald 
Dahl books, such as Boggis, 
Bunce and Bean, The Twits and 
Bonecruncher from the BFG. We 
then came together as a whole 
school to create reading dens. 

On March 13th, we all travelled 
to Wildside’ e perience, which is in 
Hemyock and run by Richard and Alison 
Whiteside. The location was beautiful and 
the children had a wonderful time learning 
orienteering skills, fi nding out about 
rainforest animals, playing team building 
games and enjoying hot chocolate and marshmallows by the 
camp fi re. We will return after half term to e perience river 
dipping activities and archery in the beautiful setting.

The term came to an end with our annual egg rolling event. 
Children decorated hard-boiled eggs and then rolled them 
down the hill next to the church. Imani and Andre won the best-
decorated egg prizes. The winners from each year group then 
competed in a fi nal race, which was won by oe.

Lily and Hatty took part in our Year 5/6 Inter Academy Schools 
rugby tournament. They made up the Chardstock St Andrews 
team and did so as great sportswomen, having very little 
experience of rugby previously! 

We welcomed a new governor to our Local Governing Body 
this month. Mr David Hawton has kindly agreed to become 
involved in the running of our school and has met sta   and 
children this week. ur thanks go to ara Cranfi eld for all the 
hard work and commitment that she gave us. Should any 
members of the local community be interested in becoming 
involved in school governance, our partner school St Andrews, 
Chardstock would like to hear from you. 

Lastly, but by no means least is our visit from Ofsted. We are 
obviously delighted that the inspector recognised the individual 
support that our children receive, how we work so hard to make 
sure that children give their best and to ensure that children are 
safe in our care. Please see the separate article in this issue.

the children had a wonderful time learning 
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Flower Show 

from Marie Tasker  

10 WINTER

A s u su a l , t h e  Fl o w e r  S h o w  
c o m m i t t e e  w i sh  e v e r y o n e  a  

h e a l t h y  a n d h a p p y  Ch r i st m a s 
a n d N e w  Y e a r .

The 2017 show day is now well and truly behind us but not 
forgotten! Hopefully, everyone enjoyed it!

We were able to donate £200 to each of our nominated 
charities - MIND Mental Health Charity and  Shelterbox. 

Thank you to everyone who spent at the show and to all the 
contributors. Thank you also to those who donated cakes and 
gifts for the teas and the raffle, all of which helps towards the 

amount that goes to the charities.
Our AGM will be on 9th Tuesday, January at 2pm in the 

Village Hall. New people with any interest and ideas would be 
welcome, so do please come along.

2017

100 CLUB WINNERS   
from Sara Cranfield

 SEPT: 1) Janet Andrews
           2) Nigel Cook
 OCT:  1) Jo Wootton
          2) Alexander Burrough
 NOV:  1) Will Dare
          2) David Neill
 DEC:  1) Lesley Warren
          2) Richard Thomas

New subscriptions for 2018 are due.  
BILL SHEPPARD will be taking over so 

please return the completed form to him 
via the MerryMakers box in the shop.
Remember, the year runs from January 
to December, not twelve months from 

the date you joined.
Many thanks & good luck!!!

 

 
Philip J Pearce 
Quality Fishmonger 

 
The mobile fish shop calls to 

existing customers in the  
Membury area every 

Wednesday morning between 
9am and 9.45am 

 
The fish shop also calls every 

Wednesday to the 
Post Office and Stores  

 
Orders can be left with Jeremy and 
Sharon at the Post Office or please 
contact me to arrange a call directly 

to your home  
 

Mob: 07831 368798 
Home: 01460 67721 
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Governors’ Report 
from Jenny Beaman (Chairman)

 hope you’ve all heard our splendid news  We have ust 
received a most encouraging and complimentary Ofsted 
report. The governors are delighted and congratulate the 
fantastic sta   and children on the brilliant way they have 
built on the successful initial inspection three years ago. 
They all deserve the highest praise for their enthusiasm 
and dedication. A huge “thankyou” to our two parent 
governors, Naomi Doble and Chantelle Soutar for so ably 
representing the governing body during the inspection. You 
can appreciate the warmth of the report by just one of the 
inspector’s comments

“The way pupils of all ages play with and look after each 
other so amicably and caringly at breaktimes is a joy to see.“

If you have not yet had a chance to see the full report 
please go to fsted’s o   cial website -

https reports.ofsted.gov.uk inspection-reports fi nd-
inspection-report/provider/ELS/142250

and open the School Short Inspection Report for March 
15th, 2018.
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TRAVELLERS TALES
from Jeremy Wallace

WINTER

The Neighbourhood Plan 
and the Passport to Pimlico

On the 3rd of November, three  
wise-ish old men of Membury, Mike 
Bell, Alex Tasker and Jeremy Wallace, 
caught the late-running 10.06am 
train in Axminster, clutching their 
passports, Neighbourhood Plans 
and briefing papers for a visit to the 
Minister of State for Housing and 
Planning, Mr. Gavin Barwell, and Neil 
Parrish, our local MP.

After allowing us to have coffee, 
Alex put us to work, reading and 
learning our brief and our line of 
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attack, to try to cure 
the problem of alleged 
“unsustainability” in our 
parish. Time went quickly, 
and before we knew it 
we were in Clapham 
Junction, looking for a 
limo to take us to the 
Home Office in Marsham 
Street. Our driver took us 
over Albert Bridge, down 
the embankment, along 
Grosvenor Road and 
we arrived outside the 
Fry Building with some 
twenty minutes to spare 
before our meeting. 

“Quick!” cried our 
guide and manager, Mike 
Bell. “Let’s have a bacon 
bap and a coffee!”  We 
did. Then into the Fry 
Building, security checks, 
passports, scanner and 
a large badge around 
each of our necks stating 
“ESCORT REQUIRED”! 
A few moments passed, 
then a gopher collected us 
and took us through more 
security doors, up in a lift, 
past thousands of people 
playing on computers, 
then to the Minister’s 
Office. (We are now in the 
middle of the Corridors of 
Power!)

Nine of us were 
gathered round the 
table, the Minister Mr. 
Barwell, the gopher, two 
knowledgeable civil 
servants, Neil Parrish, 
with secretary, and the 
Three Wise Men. Our 
case was put to the 
Minister, who listened 

well, but after a short time 
he rather scupppered 
our plans of attack by 
announcing to us that 
he was going through 
the process of bringing 
out a White Paper to 
present to Parliament 
before Christmas 
that should help our 
“unsustainability”! 
Discussions continued 
for some time until Mike 
stood up and said

“Gosh, it’s 14.50! We 
must catch the 15.27 
from Clapham!” (twenty 
minutes’ drive). 

Meeting closed, lots of 
smiles and handshaking, 
down in lifts, onto 
pavement, looking for our 
limo. Neil said to me, 

“We will win this one.” 
At this point, Alex was 
trying to get into a black 
Mercedes with CD plates  
- (Corps Diplomatique) – 
not a good idea! However, 
our driver was as good as 
his word, and appeared 
on time. We rushed to 
Platform 9 and caught 
the train with only 
three minutes to spare – 
standing room only, of 
course – all the way to 
Andover! We were very 
pleased with the way the 
day had gone to keep our 
parish intact. We look 
forward to the outcome, 
but will carry on with 
the Neighbourhood Plan 
project to its conclusion. 

Well done, Mike & Alex!

You are all very welcome to join us for Membury Primary 
cademy’s nd of ear how on Wednesday, uly th 

at 2.15pm in the Village Hall, when we will also take the 
opportunity to celebrate our successful Ofsted report with 
our parents and the community. Please make a note in 
your diary.

We welcome David Hawton as our new community 
governor. I know he will be a great asset to Membury 
Primary cademy’s governing body. ur thanks go to the 
retiring community governor, ara Cranfi eld for all her help 
and enthusiasm.

Some of you may be wondering what we were doing 
with the small area to the side of the Village Hall opposite 
to where the new defi brillator has been installed. Megan 
Cowan, our Key Stage 2 teacher who runs the school 
Gardening Club, is helping the children transform this 
space into a colourful feature which the school and the 
village can enjoy. Furthermore, the school is taking part in 
the oyal orticultural ociety’s ardening chool wards 
scheme. There are 5 levels in all and the children have 
already been awarded Levels 1 and 2. The Village Hall 
project is part of the work involved to achieve Level 3.

We are sure you will want to join me in congratulating 
Emily, our senior teacher, on her recent marriage. We are 
very glad to welcome the new Mrs. Churchill and wish her 
and her husband every happiness.
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DAVID REED
OFTEC REGISTERED

AGA & RAYBURN 
COOKERS SERVICED

OIL COOKERS & BOILER 
SERVICING & REPAIRS

TELEPHONE: 01297 443321

WINTER 2017

		Felicity’s	Cleaning,	Ironing		

and		

Small	Pet	Sitting	Service.	

	

• Cleaning		Hours		Available.	
• Holiday	cottage	cleaning.	
• Pressing	with	Elna	press.	
• Looking	after	small	pets	during	short	

breaks.	
• References		Available.	

	

Caring,	Friendly	and	Mobile	

Ring	Felicity	on	

01404	881640	

MEMBURY 
MID-SUMMER FETE 
SATURDAY, JUNE 23rd  2018 

 
Would you, your club or society 

like to be involved in this exciting 
new event in Membury? 

We are hoping to start an annual 
event for the WHOLE community 
to enjoy and would love your help! 

 
Raise money for your own charity or 

club, have fun and be part of something 
exciting! 

If you would like 
-   your club/group to be involved 
-   to help 
-   to join our Fete committee 

please contact 
Nigel Cook at: 

nigel.cook10@btinternet.com 
EVERYONE VERY WELCOME 
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Flower Show 

from Marie Tasker  

10 WINTER

A s u su a l , t h e  Fl o w e r  S h o w  
c o m m i t t e e  w i sh  e v e r y o n e  a  

h e a l t h y  a n d h a p p y  Ch r i st m a s 
a n d N e w  Y e a r .

The 2017 show day is now well and truly behind us but not 
forgotten! Hopefully, everyone enjoyed it!

We were able to donate £200 to each of our nominated 
charities - MIND Mental Health Charity and  Shelterbox. 

Thank you to everyone who spent at the show and to all the 
contributors. Thank you also to those who donated cakes and 
gifts for the teas and the raffle, all of which helps towards the 

amount that goes to the charities.
Our AGM will be on 9th Tuesday, January at 2pm in the 

Village Hall. New people with any interest and ideas would be 
welcome, so do please come along.

2017

100 CLUB WINNERS   
from Sara Cranfield

 SEPT: 1) Janet Andrews
           2) Nigel Cook
 OCT:  1) Jo Wootton
          2) Alexander Burrough
 NOV:  1) Will Dare
          2) David Neill
 DEC:  1) Lesley Warren
          2) Richard Thomas

New subscriptions for 2018 are due.  
BILL SHEPPARD will be taking over so 

please return the completed form to him 
via the MerryMakers box in the shop.
Remember, the year runs from January 
to December, not twelve months from 

the date you joined.
Many thanks & good luck!!!

 

 
Philip J Pearce 
Quality Fishmonger 

 
The mobile fish shop calls to 

existing customers in the  
Membury area every 

Wednesday morning between 
9am and 9.45am 

 
The fish shop also calls every 

Wednesday to the 
Post Office and Stores  

 
Orders can be left with Jeremy and 
Sharon at the Post Office or please 
contact me to arrange a call directly 

to your home  
 

Mob: 07831 368798 
Home: 01460 67721 
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A P.S. from Jenny Beaman

Perhaps you remember the tapestry frame and the 
coloured ribbons we left in the Village Hall before 
Christmas as part of our Art Exhibition? Everyone was 
invited to choose a ribbon and weave it through the 
strings, adding their name and comments as to why 
they liked living in our village. Here are some of the 
remarks you made: -

A beautiful place and a lovely community.
onderful school, amazin  community.

t s uiet and peaceful.
Havin  a school, alon  with shop pub. Lovely  

 people, lovely countryside.
The stars shinin  bri ht.
There s no place like Membury.

e love the people and the lovely children.
e re fi ndin  our feet, and some le  muscles in  

 lovely, hilly Membury.
 like Membury School because everybody cares  

 for one another and everyone is kind.
Ma ic Membury.
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The League of Friends of Axminster Hospital
From Ann Veit, Secretary

The League of Friends 
Axminster Hospital

What is The League of Friends Doing?
To keep our hospital, yours and mine, vibrant and active we 

do need everyone to ask to be seen at Axminster. Whether it is 
your GP, your consultant or the booking offices at the hospital 
ASK FOR AXMINSTER, (especially if it is the booking office as 
they may have no idea that Axminster is far more convenient for 
you).  Be firm. ASK FOR AXMINSTER.  It is your hospital. This 
applies to anyone in East Devon, You don’t have to be a patient 
with the Axminster Medical Practice to enjoy the many benefits 
of Axminster Hospital.

The process of acquiring and installing the new X-ray 
equipment continues and the following dates have just been 
received from Juliet Dines at The R.D. & E Foundation Trust. What 
a treat it will be, state of the art equipment active in Axminster.   

	

‘I just thought I would up-date you with the latest news.   
It is likely that the turnkey works to the room in Axminster will 

start on Monday, February 5th. This phase should take 5 weeks 
and the equipment will then be installed week commencing 
Monday,March 12th  Together with training, this will take two 
weeks so the department should be fully functioning as of 
Monday, March 26th.’

During the period that Axminster X-ray is unavailable services 
will be provided at Exeter, Honiton and Sidmouth hospitals.

The League is still exploring the possibility of ‘Hospiscare 
at Home’ in the Axminster catchment area. There are a lot of 
aspects to be considered and the League must be certain it 
is getting value for the money that you have helped to raise. 
One thing is certain: we will insist on guaranteed levels of 
service throughout the area. The next meeting of the League 
Trustees will be on the 28th November when the subject will be 
discussed in depth.  If you are interested in becoming a member 
of the League of Friends please contact me on the email 
address below or by leaving your details in the League Postbox 
at the Hospital Reception.  Please support us to support you.

May I wish you all the compliments of the season and may 
you look forward to a happy and healthy New Year.
Ann Veit, Secretary to  
the League of Friends of Axminster Hospital.  
Email :  AnnVmus@aol.com
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Membury & District Local History Society
from Mike Capper, Chair

t’s a long time ago, but in February we had a lecture by ill 
Horner, County Archaeologist on the Seaton Down horde. 
However, he covered much more about the Romans in our area 
and took the trouble to cover Membury in particular. 

The next month, following the AGM, we had a lecture by Tony 
Burges entitled “Seaton in the 2nd World War.” That subject 
was indeed covered but Tony also went on to describe the 

eter blitz one of the aedeker aids on ngland’s ancient 
cities) and other local World War 2 topics  a fascinating and 
wide-ranging talk. 

In April, Chris Webster, from the Somerset Heritage Centre, 
gave a talk on the Taunton Stop Line, the defensive line to 
protect against a German invasion in World War 2. This was 
a massive building project to construct so many structures 
in such a short space of time, whilst the Germans sat just 
across the Channel threatening to invade. He gave the layout 
of the defences and described the various pillboxes and other 
obstacles in detail. Members will now be better informed as 
they drive around the area and see old concrete structures 
slowly being absorbed back into the landscape.

For the last couple of months, Membury has featured in 
a display at the Axminster Heritage Centre arranged by 
our Society. The display contained a fascinating collection 
from prehistoric times up to the present day of artefacts, 
photographs, coins and even a button. We would like to thank 
all those who kindly loaned items. We now have to think what 
we are going to do for another display next year.

The Society is planning two outings for the Summer months – 
an evening cruise on the Tiverton Canal and a conducted tour 
of Forde Abbey and the gardens: more details to follow.
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Back in the Summer, I was approached in the car park by 
Molly,  hoping that the Church could do a centre spread for 
the Mercury. The PCC tossed some ideas around and we 
hope you find our assortment interesting.  
I am writing this at the end of October – still no frosts, 
sun is out most days and the autumn colours are warm 
and beautiful. We had a Team Service on October 29th, a 
fifth Sunday. It was well supported by parishioners from 
elsewhere in the Team as well as Membury, and definitely 
different.  Tony Nixon and Claudia Pearse had a combined 
band – which played very rousingly, along with the organ 
– others in the village may have heard them. Not sure the 
wildlife in the Church liked the trumpet, but we did.  The 
Rev’d Kay D’Albertenson gave a talk including an overview 
of some of the work being done at Pippins.
Earlier in October we had our Harvest Festival, followed 
by lunch in the Hall for around 60 on Sunday, and School 
Harvest and Tea the following Tuesday. The decorations 
in the Church looked wonderful – thank you, Emma 
Yapp (who did the Font) and all the Flower Ladies for the 
arrangements, and for growing such wonderful flowers; and 
thank you to all the cooks and tea makers who contributed 
to this busy time. Harvest Lunch raised £317 in donations.    
There have recently been two Pearse Christenings at the 
Church.  It is lovely to see this young generation growing, 
and so many children in Church, giving us all a sense of 
continuity.  
On  October 14th, the History Society walk got as far as the 
Church, and had a good look round inside, before it was 
time for tea and another look at the interesting exhibition 
in the Hall. It is good for all of us to look at the Church in a 
different context and mull over how so many people have, 
over many generations from at least Norman times, done 
wonderful and skilled work – with stone, wood, metal, 
cloth. It is a living building, although Grade I listing restricts 
some of the things we might like to do.  Our top concerns 
at present are replacing the worn bell ropes, thinking 
about masonry repair (possibly using an abseiling expert 
pointer), and what to do about painting? We could get the 
whole inside repainted for about £2,000, including repairing 
plaster where it is damaged, BUT the existing paint (except 
in the Childrens’ corner) is non-breathable so we are meant 
to steam it off first – making the work and cost seem out 
of reach for now.  We are tentatively thinking that we might 
do better if we had a “Friends of Membury Church” group 
– more people thinking of solutions, and knowing experts 
who might help.  There are already several informal friends 
who do things for the Church on a regular basis – for which 
we are very grateful.  
Christmas: Christingle service will be on Sunday, December 
3rd at 3pm. The Carol Service will be on Sunday, December 
17th at 7pm (with mulled wine and mince pies.)  Christmas 
Day Service will be at 10.30 as usual.  We hope that 
everyone in Membury has a very Happy Christmas and will 
come and support these services.

On Saturday 21st October, fifty members of the six churches 
of our Mission Community came together for the day to talk, 
discuss and pray about the future of the Community. 

Representatives from all the six churches (All Saints, 
Axminster, Combpyne, Chardstock, Membury and Woodbury 
Holy Cross), met together at the Baptist Church in Kilmington. 

The Rector took us through various activities in order to 
develop a picture of the current activities of the church; those 
things that were going well, the things we would really like to 
see and areas of challenge or difficulty. The day included much 
lively discussion accompanied by some merriment, much tea, 
coffee and delicious soup for lunch. 

In summary we recognised that we can develop a clear sense 
of common purpose, examine our priorities and aim for much 
improved communication. Detailed notes of the event will be 
written up and there will opportunities for anyone to respond 
and add to the debate. This was the beginning of a process 
which should enable us to redefine our aims and objectives as a 
Mission Community. 

Axe Valley Mission Community Visioning Day 

On Saturday 21st October, fifty members of the six churches of our Mission Community came 
together for the day to talk, discuss and pray about the future of the Community.  

 
 

Representatives from all the six churches (All Saints, Axminster, Combpyne, Chardstock, 
Membury and Woodbury Holy Cross), met together at the Baptist Church in Kilmington.  

The Rector took us through various activities in order to develop a picture of the current 
activities of the church; those things that were going well, the things we would really like 
to see and areas of challenge or difficulty. The day included much lively discussion 
accompanied by some merriment, much tea, coffee and delicious soup for lunch.  

In summary we recognised that we can develop a clear sense of common purpose, 
examine our priorities and aim for much improved communication. Detailed notes of the 
event will be written up and there will opportunities for anyone to respond and add to the 
debate. This was the beginning of a process which should enable us to redefine our aims 
and objectives as a Mission Community. 184 w 

 

     

Pew News
from Petronella Byrde

Axe Valley Mission Community 
Visioning Day
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Membury Flower Show 
from newly-appointed Chair, Jane Liddicoat

Our Charities

As always, we aim to get the village together, 
encourage as many people as we can to participate and 
to raise as much money as possible for charity. This 
year our two chosen charities are:

 
 

 Force Exeter - Through active fund-raising programs, 
F C  generates income to fi nance a Cancer upport 
Centre that provides information and support to anyone 
a  ected by cancer.

  
 
 

  Parkinson’s  - the Parkinson’s charity that drives 
better care, treatments and quality of life. Because 
they’re here, no one has to face Parkinson’s alone.

o please support us in our fundraising e  orts. tay 
for the auction of a large selection of produce at the end 
of the show and don’t be afraid to bid up’, remember 
it’s all in a good cause and it’s defi nitely worth watching 
Jeremy auction the goods, (this is the man who can 
get £68 for a jar of prizewinning marmalade and coax a 
husband into inadvertently buying an item his wife had 
donated!)

Our Advertisers support
THE MEMBURY MERCURY

- Please support our 
Advertisers! -

As the newly appointed Chair of the Flower Show 
committee, I would like to express my thanks to all 
of you who have supported the show over the years, 
and encourage any new residents to participate this 
year in one of the village’s biggest community events. 
Schedules and entry forms are available from the 
Post   ce thank you, haron  eremy) or from any 
committee member. The show this year is on Saturday, 
July 28th at 2:30pm - make a note in your diaries!

Having always lived in the village, I have many 
memories of entering the show, especially through 
the ’s and ’s, when both the school and the hall 
were full of entries There were many successes and 
disasters along the way, one notable triumph for me 
was beating all of the adults to win the W.I. Cup (much 
to the surprise of Mrs Wallace!)

The history of the show stretches back to before the 
second world war and we are lucky enough to have 
an account of its setting up, and how it developed into 
the format we know today. The notes written by T. J. 
Wallace eremy from the Post   ce’s father) provide a 
good overview of the way that the Flower show evolved 
and has become such an important social event in 
the village. Chris Symington, our outgoing Chair, has 
done a magnifi cent ob for the past  years, helping 
to organise and run the show. She will be a hard act to 
follow, we all hope to see her back to visit future shows 
and wish them both all the best for their forthcoming 
move to Exeter. 

Thank you all and see you on Saturday 28th July at 
2 3 pm remember to drop your entries o   by am 
on the day!)
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Frank Pearce & Mark Sheppard
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There are six bells in the belfry, five of which were tuned and 
re-hung in 1951. In June 2009, five bells were removed for 
refurbishment at Nicholson Engineering in Bridport. All had 
replacement head stocks and new clangers, and one had new 
bearings. The overall cost was £23,000, half of which was 
raised by the generosity of the people of Membury, and over 
£6,000 in grants.   The total weight is 61.5 cwt (6,888 lbs)
• Bell 1 = C (Cast in Croydon and hung in 1951)
• Bell 2 = B Major. (Dated 1723 and with engraved arms of the  
 Fry family).
• Bell 3 = A Major. (with the inscription, “Protégé virgo pia   
 quos convoco Sancta Maria”). 
• Bell 4 = G (With the inscription, “Est mihi collatum I.H.S.   
 istud nomen amatum”)   
• Bell 5 = F (Inscribed “T. Pyke, Bridgewater, 1781, Samuel   
 Hardy, John Long, Churchwardens.”).
• Bell 6 = E (Major. Decorated with a border of roses, thistles  
 and harp, together with the date 1638, some initials  
 and “Hark how I call, prepare your hearts and come  
 to the Kingdom of God and of his Sonne.”)

Anyone interested in joining the bell ringers, please contact  
Frank Pearce on 01404 881 or Mark Sheppard 01404 881 to 

find out when the practice sessions are. 

SUMMER   2018

I joined the Flower Show Committee in 1998. At that 
time Ken Power had been a long-time Chairman, Brian 
Phillimore from Lane End was Treasurer and Annie Booth 
was Secretary.  All were lovely, meetings were always a 
pleasure (they still are) and of course computers were 
certainly not part of the Committee scene then! Annie, 
bless her, wrote the minutes with di   culty she was uite 
deaf) in a small e ercise book, en’s notes on udges were 
written on the back of envelopes, and Brian organised 
the score chart on an enormous hand drawn sheet which 
must have taken him hours of work compared to an Excel 
programme on the computer  but  have to say it was all as 
e   cient as any modern day computerised way of working.

Ken was a wonderful gardener and I used to love the 
presentation of prizes, when Ken often announced the 
prize winner of lots of cups with a uiet oh, that’s me.  is 
dahlias were wonderful.  

As the years have gone on the Flower Show has changed 
very little, which is its charm. Sometimes more up-to-date 
classes have crept into the schedule, gluten-free mu   ns, 
olive bread etc. We have arranged outings in the past, 
one notable one to Highgrove for which we had to hold a 
ballot for seats on the coach, and plant sales in aid of the 
playing fi eld have been held outside. ssentially, though, 
the Flower Show is little changed from the late 1940s when 
Meg and Tom Wallace were instrumental in setting it up.
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Green Corner
from Jason Hawkes

22 WINTER

CHALLENGER FARM 
BED & BREAKFAST

 • Reasonable rates for locals
 • SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR

 • ALL EN-SUITE

01404 881255
CHALLENGERFARM@TISCALI.CO.UK

2017

A recent news release from the World Meteorological Organisation states that CO2 
levels in the atmosphere have made the biggest rise in the 30 years that they have been 
measured in such a detailed and comprehensive manner. While we are also seeing a 
surge in methane levels and a rise in ocean acidification, it does seem as though we 
are jumping off a cliff without knowing if the tide is in or not. I am as guilty as the next 
person of getting in the car to take the dog somewhere nice for a walk, but I have been 
looking at electric cars lately. One thing that is changing is the attitude of governments 
and carmakers about petrol and diesel. Whether it is due to public health concerns, 
moves towards a smart grid or the realisation that oil can’t last forever, the industry and 
lawmakers are queuing up to make announcements on dates for electric only vehicles.

Only ten years ago, this seemed like a gimmick. I test drove a Noddy-style electric 
car which, although it took off like a rocket, had a top-speed of 30mph and a range of 
40 miles - only good for a city commute. Battery technology has come on in leaps and 
bounds and, although it still faces major hurdles, especially regarding resource use, a 
change is gonna come.

The other side of the electric car gimmickry has been the electricity grid itself: not 
much point in driving an electric car if the power to charge it has come from a coal-fired 
power station.This year, though, has seen the first full day of coal-free power in the UK 
since 1880 and the continuing ‘decarbonisation’ of the Grid means electric cars may one 
day be truly ‘green’. I am seriously thinking that my next car will be electric.

On another note, I am part of a group called Sustainable Chard and we are putting on 
a big, all-day event for Earth Hour next March. I am against the concept of Earth Hour, 
per se - turn the lights off for an hour every year as a sop to the planet but you actually 
live and do whatever the hell you want for the other 8,759 hours! Hmmm! But it can 
prove a useful awareness-raiser.

In the Guildhall at 11.30am on March 24th we will have a children’s event with stalls, 
workshops and loads of fun stuff. In the afternoon, there will be a series of talks about 
how we can personally reduce our own environmental impact - which will NOT include 
‘How to live in a cave and knit your own yoghurt’! In the evening there will be a line-up 
of fabulous bands and entertainers. All proceeds from evening ticket sales and donations 
are going to a renewable energy project in the town. In 2016, Chard was pleased to host 
the biggest Earth Hour event in the country. Next year, we hope to make it bigger again.

I wish you all a wonderful and peaceful Christmas and a fulfilling 2018.

 
	

The History of Membury Flower show My Flower Show Memories 
from ex-Chairman Chris Symington

Before World War 2, Membury was renowned in East Devon 
for its Flower Show. Then, it was held every summer on Bewley 
Down, with large marquees, cider bars, organised games for the 
large crowd and entertainment by the Chard Silver Band. After the 
war, it was decided to hold a Membury Flower how  Fete’ with 
the schedule showing a greater emphasis on fruit & vegetables), 
using the old village all and the icarage glebe fi eld. s this was 
a big event in the village calendar, every evening during the week 
preceding the show, there was a skittles competition, with a local 
farmer donating a fat pig’ to the winner. he show was of a high 
standard, but inevitable squabbles arose over such questions as 
whether tomatoes and rhubarb were fruit or vegetable’, hopefully 

all resolved now and 
we want no disputes on 
show day! One feature of 
the show back then was 
the presence all day in 
the village of an ‘expert 
udge’ who visited all the 
competitors’ gardens, 
o  ering advice and 
awarding marks. In fact, 
in this fi rst show, high 
marks were awarded to the 
garden at Playstreet where 

the potato plants had been sprayed with copper to prevent blight 
(by my Grandfather) - not too sure of H&S implications now! 

utside the hall in the glebe fi eld, 
sports and games were arranged for 
children along with a Punch and Judy 
show. There were many sideshows 
with refreshments and music by the 

Chard town 
band. A good 
afternoon was 
had by all and 
the show even 
made a small 
profi t. 

Looking back at the old newspaper 
cuttings, it was good to see the names 
of long established families on the list of 
prize winners and it was this competitive 
spirit that seemed to bring the village 
together. Hopefully the show still achieves 
this and will continue for many years.

Aniimal out of Fruit & Veg

Mens Cookery - Pick the best 3!
An entry in 

Photography Class - 
Best bit of my Garden

Floral Art - 1st 
Prize Winner!

 A hand knitted article

 Chris with the late Harry Tennant
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CHRISTINGLE
Christingle celebrations are named after the Christingles 
that are lit during the service. Christingles are made from an 
orange decorated with red tape, sweets and a candle.Each 
piece of the Christingle holds special symbolism to help 
children understand  the importance of Jesus and the Gospel, 
and its relevance at Christmas time.  
 he orange represents the world
 The red ribbon (or tape) symbolises the love and blood of Christ
 he sweets and dried fruit represent all of od’s creations.
 he lit candle represents esus’s light in the world, bringing 

hope to people living in darkness
 lthough Christingles have been taking place in ngland for 

nearly 50 years, the idea of the Christingle actually began in 
Marienborn, ermany in . t a children’s service, ishop 
Johannes de Watteville looked for a simple way to explain the 
happiness that had come to people through Jesus. He decided 
to give the children a symbol to do this. This was a lighted 
candle wrapped in a red ribbon. At the end of the service, whilst 
the children held their candles, the bishop said the prayer,
 ord esus, kindle a flame in these children’s hearts that theirs 

like thine become.’
 n , ohn Pensom of he Children’s ociety adapted 

Christingle and introduced it to the Church of England. This 
involved children decorating an orange with a red ribbon, dried 
fruits, sweets and a candle to create a new visual representation 
of Christ, the light of the world, celebrated by the lighting of the 
Christingle candles. 

COLOUR IN CHURCH
I remember a long time ago watching snooker on black 

and white television; can you imagine what it was like trying 
to decide what colour was being hit? What a revelation 
it was years later to watch it in colour! We take colour so 
much for granted; I would hate to live in a monotonous 
colourless world. In church we differentiate our liturgical 
seasons with the use of colour. 

VIOLET
The Christian year begins at the end of November, 4 weeks 

before Christmas with Advent. Advent is a time of preparation 
for Christians as we look forward to celebration of the birth 
of Jesus at Christmas. The colour violet is used in our altar 
frontals, pulpit falls, bible ribbons and in clergy vestments. Violet 
is also used during ent, which from sh Wednesday begins the 
6 weeks preparation to Easter

RED
Red can symbolise a number of 

elements from the fire of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost to the blood of 
martyred saints and is used from 
Palm Sunday into Holy Week up 
and until Maundy Thursday. It is now often used in November 
from All Saints Day up to Advent Sunday.

WHITE
This colour of purity helps us in the celebration of our great 

Christian festivals like Christmas and Easter, Trinity Sunday, All 
Saints day and Maundy Thursday. White is also used for the 
services of holy baptism, confirmation, holy matrimony and 
ordination

GREEN
reen is that colour which  think we are all 

used to, an everyday colour. When no other 
colour is suitable the church uses green and it 
is the colour most used in church being used 
for about 50% of the year. 
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As an example of Flower Shows past, here is a brief 
summary of the Membury Garden Fete and Flower Show 
held on the August 26th,1950. The price for the Agenda was 
wopence - we’re now giving them away for free - a real 

bargain!

2:30 – Opening Ceremony by the Viscountess Sidmouth

Flower Show open throughout the afternoon

2:45 - Children’s Fancy Dress and competition for best   
            decorated pram and bicycle

3:30  - Children’s Sport

4:30  - Ankle Competition 

Teas 4 – 5:30

6:00 - Adults Sports and Band Race 

6:30 - Tug of War Membury v Furley

6:45 - Auction of Produce

8:30  - Finals of Skittles

7:30 to 9:30  - Folk Dancing in the Parish Hall

9:30 to Midnight Ballroom Dancing in the Parish Hall

o all in all it’s changed very little. nfortunately, we can’t 
run to a Viscountess. Of course, the best decorated Pram 
and Cycle will have to be the best decorated X-Box and 
Mobile phone, and as for the Ankle competition - - - !

We think the adults sports should be OK, but not too sure 
about the band race. If we can manage a town band, should 
they be playing their instruments as they run, or would that 
be unfair on the member with the bass drum? Tug of war 
could still work, but we will have to rely on some of the more 
portly’ members of the community turning up and hope the 
opposition don’t take it seriously. ’m sure the auction will be 
a success, but we may be a bit short of room for skittles - we 
think they might do a virtual game for the Wii game console 
(under investigation!)

A 1950’s Flower Show
P15

!
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CHARITY NEWS - Wilf’s Walk
from Sara Cranfield

An extract from the Church register

16 WINTER 2017

Whilst looking though the church service register, I 
found this interesting entry for November 11th, 1918, 
written by the vicar, FEW Langdon. 
“No children’s service, the school being closed through 

the prevalence of influenza.
Today - St Martin’s day. John Denslow, the mason, 

brought back tidings from Axminster that there was a 
telegram at Snells, the bookseller in Axminster, stating 
that the fighting would cease at 11am. In other words, 

 
	

On Wednesday, September 13th, 
after morning prayer, Wilf and 
I went on a sponsored walk in 
aid of ‘Devon Historic Churches 
Trust’. We set out in very wet 
& rough weather, but by the 
time we got to Greendown, the 
sun was shining, and kept us 
company for the rest of the 
day. Petronella Byrd joined us in 
Axminster & walked with us to 
Smallridge. After stopping for 
lunch in Chardstock, we made 
our back way home, arriving just 
after 3pm. In all, we walked 12.7 miles and visited all 
four churches. Together we raised £250, half of which is 
coming back to St John Baptist in Membury to help the 
fabric funds. It was a lovely day and I’m so pleased we 
were able to help this worthy cause. 

Thank you all who sponsored Wilf & me in this 
venture. I hope we can repeat it next year & may even 
go a little further! 

the German plenipetenturies (sic) had agreed to the 
allied terms. Flags were flying, he added, and bells were 
ringing. And so, this terrible and devastating war has 
been brought to a conclusion by the triumph of Right!!
DEO SOLI GLORIA: DEO MAXIMAS GRATIS PER 

DOMINUM NOSTRUM JESUM CHRISTUM!!
And subsequently – 
The bells were rung at 6:15pm. 
A service, very well attended considering the short 

notice, was held at 7pm as follows:-
Hymn 298 (Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven) 
Lords Prayer, 
Ps 103 (Bless the Lord, o my soul -) 
Prayers
Hymn 379  (Now thank we all our God)
short address
 Te Deum (We praise Thee, O God - )
 pause for silent prayer, 
God Save the King and blessing”.
An interesting entry on two counts: the end of the war 

& the beginning of the ‘flu epidemic. 

Annual Report 2017-2018 
 hey say a new broom sweeps clean but  don’t think there is 

any need for this. ccording to the minutes  am now Chair  but 
 wasn’t even at the meeting  ow did that happen  ou have to 
be very careful not to sneeze in this village, apparently! Under 
the chair of dear old Nigel, we have had another successful 
and fun-fi lled year. We are very sad to see him move as he has 
contributed so much to the smooth running of Merrymakers. We 
have also lost Lynette Burrough, who has contributed much over 
the years. owever, we can now welcome ara Cranfi eld and 
Barbara Mackinder to join us in our fun.

The Big Breakfast in June went very well, followed by another 
fun-fi lled afternoon of oules in ugust, which, sadly,  had to 
miss.

In November, the quiz organised by our own full-on Jason 
Hawkes went very well but some of those questions were just so 
hard!

We saw in the ew ear in the traditional ew ear’s ve party, 
dancing and drinking until after midnight to the Welsh Wizard. 
The table again groaned with food supplied by those who 
attended.

Then, of course, we threw ourselves into the Panto, “The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame” despite most of us either just 
recovering or being very under the weather, but we did it and 
made a profi t.  huge thanks not only to at ruzon but to 
ason awkes and irsten Mc lroy, who worked their socks o  .

Moviola at last is being well attended and has made a profi t 
on the last 2 fi lms mainly  think because of the wine being 
available. I will not comment any more on that!)

What would we do without ichard to show us the fi lm most 
months, and also his amazing patience and dedication to our 
health with S4YH. We thank him wholeheartedly, also Molly, who 
edits our Mercury. There has been a good take up on “Friends of 
the Mercury” which will help us tremendously with our income, 
securing the future of the magazine. 

 Now we must think to the year ahead  - I have some ideas 
which we will discuss but  am sure our fi rm favourites will all 
happen again this year. By all pulling together I know we can 
make this another successful year and hopefully we may put 
some cash back into that deposit account!
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Membury MerryMakers
from Jill Bellamy, Chair of MerryMakers

 The Membury Pantomime
We are planning our next pantomime for January 2019, 

rehearsals starting mid-October 2018.
title : to be decided

We need:
A Set designer, builders, artists and painters

Prop-makers and collectors
Lots of people, young and old, who do not mind having lots 

of fun on stage or behind the scenes.
If you are interested in joining our happy band 

please call me on 
881641 or 07710 849984

e mail  ill folletts outlook.com
Many thanks
Jill Bellamy
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School Report    
from Emily Scriven (Senior Teacher)

WINTER 2017

We have had a busy start to the school year at Membury 
Primary Academy! This September saw staff changes, with 
Mrs Leganski becoming head of Chardstock St Andrews 
and Membury Primary. Miss Scriven is now Senior Teacher, 
with responsibility for day to day running of the school. We 
welcome Mrs Cowan to the school as KS2 teacher. 

This academic year our whole school focus is 
‘Communities’. We hope to run this through all of our trips, 
topics and celebrations this year. Our first whole school trip 
took place in September with a wonderful visit to Dennings 
Down Farm in Smallridge by invitation of Mrs Hamish 
Bengough. This gave us an insight into ‘hands on’ farming in 
the local community. The children enjoyed spending the day 
in the forested area, taking part in outdoor activities, species 
spotting and learning about life cycles. We also got to see a 
cow having her hoof checked and antibiotics administered.

We had Mark Hancock from Ferne Animal Sanctuary to 
talk to us about animal rescue in the local community. He 
explained how animals come to be at the sanctuary, how 
they are cared for and the re-homing process. We were 
really interested to see how this is happening in our own 
community.

Our Harvest Festival service was a huge success. We were 
welcomed by the Rev Clive Sedgewick and were pleased to 
see many of the local community supporting us in church. 
The children had worked hard on harvest poetry, which they 
read out confidently. The KS1 children told us about shocking 
food waste facts that they had found out. The Y5 and 6 girls 
closed the service by explaining to the congregation that our 
tinned food collection would be going to Axminster Food 
Bank, for people in financial crisis in our local community. 
They told us about the work of the food bank and where it is 
located. We were then treated to a harvest tea in the village 
hall, put on by the church community. The children enjoyed 
their delicious cakes and sandwiches very much, so did the 
adults!

The KS2 class worked very hard by getting involved in the 
local history event which was held by Membury Local History 
Society. They used various sources to research Membury 
from Roman times through to the present. KS2 created a 
wonderful timeline of events which was on display at the 
exhibition. 

Our art club is in full swing once more. Jenny Beaman, 
Molly Barrell and Sara Cranfield have been working hard 
with community volunteers and KS1/ KS2 to make houses, 
animals and trees for an art club display at our art exhibition 
on December 14th from 6.00pm-8.00pm. We would love to 
see as many members of the local community as possible 
attending this event following on the success of last year’s 
‘Light’ themed exhibition.

What a busy rundown, in just 6 weeks of school! We look 
forward to another half term of hard work and close links with 
the local community and would like to thank you for your 
continued support.
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 When “Lady” Sandra 
Abbott discovers that her 
husband of 40 years is having 
an a  air with her best friend, 
she seeks refuge in London 
with her estranged, older 
sister Bif. The two could not 
be more di  erent - andra is 
a fi sh out of water ne t to her 
outspoken, serial dating, free-
spirited sibling. ut di  erent is 
just what Sandra needs at the 
moment, and she reluctantly 
lets Bif drag her along to 
a community dance class, 
where she starts fi nding her 
feet.  

Monday June 4th
Membury Village Hall
Doors Open 7.00pm for 

7.30pm start
Tickets £6.00 from the PO or on the Door
Refreshments  e reams a aila le ine  ea and o  ee
 A thrilling and inspiring true story begins at the precipice 

of World War II as, within days of becoming Prime Minister 
of Great Britain, Winston Churchill (Academy Award nominee 

Gary Oldman) must face one 
of his most turbulent and 
defi ning trials  e ploring a 
negotiated peace treaty with 

azi ermany, or standing fi rm 
to fi ght for the ideals, liberty 
and freedom of a nation. As the 
unstoppable Nazi forces roll 
across Western Europe and the 
threat of invasion is imminent, 
and with an unprepared public, 
a sceptical King, and his own 
party plotting against him, 
Churchill must withstand his 
darkest hour, rally a nation, and 
attempt to change the course 
of world history.
Monday July 9th 
Membury Village Hall 

Fish & Chips
Saturday 23rd June

From 6.30pm until about 8.00pm
 Membury Village Car Park

£5 per portion
Please order on 881641

or jill-folletts@outlook.com

Moviola
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HARVEST TIME The Belfry of Six Bells

Frank Pearce & Mark Sheppard

14 WINTER 2017

There are six bells in the belfry, five of which were tuned and 
re-hung in 1951. In June 2009, five bells were removed for 
refurbishment at Nicholson Engineering in Bridport. All had 
replacement head stocks and new clangers, and one had new 
bearings. The overall cost was £23,000, half of which was 
raised by the generosity of the people of Membury, and over 
£6,000 in grants.   The total weight is 61.5 cwt (6,888 lbs)
• Bell 1 = C (Cast in Croydon and hung in 1951)
• Bell 2 = B Major. (Dated 1723 and with engraved arms of the  
 Fry family).
• Bell 3 = A Major. (with the inscription, “Protégé virgo pia   
 quos convoco Sancta Maria”). 
• Bell 4 = G (With the inscription, “Est mihi collatum I.H.S.   
 istud nomen amatum”)   
• Bell 5 = F (Inscribed “T. Pyke, Bridgewater, 1781, Samuel   
 Hardy, John Long, Churchwardens.”).
• Bell 6 = E (Major. Decorated with a border of roses, thistles  
 and harp, together with the date 1638, some initials  
 and “Hark how I call, prepare your hearts and come  
 to the Kingdom of God and of his Sonne.”)

Anyone interested in joining the bell ringers, please contact  
Frank Pearce on 01404 881 or Mark Sheppard 01404 881 to 

find out when the practice sessions are. 
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We have had a busy start to the school year at Membury 
Primary Academy! This September saw staff changes, with 
Mrs Leganski becoming head of Chardstock St Andrews 
and Membury Primary. Miss Scriven is now Senior Teacher, 
with responsibility for day to day running of the school. We 
welcome Mrs Cowan to the school as KS2 teacher. 

This academic year our whole school focus is 
‘Communities’. We hope to run this through all of our trips, 
topics and celebrations this year. Our first whole school trip 
took place in September with a wonderful visit to Dennings 
Down Farm in Smallridge by invitation of Mrs Hamish 
Bengough. This gave us an insight into ‘hands on’ farming in 
the local community. The children enjoyed spending the day 
in the forested area, taking part in outdoor activities, species 
spotting and learning about life cycles. We also got to see a 
cow having her hoof checked and antibiotics administered.

We had Mark Hancock from Ferne Animal Sanctuary to 
talk to us about animal rescue in the local community. He 
explained how animals come to be at the sanctuary, how 
they are cared for and the re-homing process. We were 
really interested to see how this is happening in our own 
community.

Our Harvest Festival service was a huge success. We were 
welcomed by the Rev Clive Sedgewick and were pleased to 
see many of the local community supporting us in church. 
The children had worked hard on harvest poetry, which they 
read out confidently. The KS1 children told us about shocking 
food waste facts that they had found out. The Y5 and 6 girls 
closed the service by explaining to the congregation that our 
tinned food collection would be going to Axminster Food 
Bank, for people in financial crisis in our local community. 
They told us about the work of the food bank and where it is 
located. We were then treated to a harvest tea in the village 
hall, put on by the church community. The children enjoyed 
their delicious cakes and sandwiches very much, so did the 
adults!

The KS2 class worked very hard by getting involved in the 
local history event which was held by Membury Local History 
Society. They used various sources to research Membury 
from Roman times through to the present. KS2 created a 
wonderful timeline of events which was on display at the 
exhibition. 

Our art club is in full swing once more. Jenny Beaman, 
Molly Barrell and Sara Cranfield have been working hard 
with community volunteers and KS1/ KS2 to make houses, 
animals and trees for an art club display at our art exhibition 
on December 14th from 6.00pm-8.00pm. We would love to 
see as many members of the local community as possible 
attending this event following on the success of last year’s 
‘Light’ themed exhibition.

What a busy rundown, in just 6 weeks of school! We look 
forward to another half term of hard work and close links with 
the local community and would like to thank you for your 
continued support.
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 GK Plumbing & 
Heating Services 
 • All aspects of plumbing 

work  
 • Repairs and installations 
 • Power �ushing 
 • Bathrooms & wet rooms  —            

  designed and installed including 
tiling,electrics and plastering 

Tel: 07896 344457 
Evenings 01297 32466

WINTER 2017

BECOME A SCHOOL 
GOVERNOR AT  

Membury Community Primary Academy
The Local Governing Body of Membury Primary aims to ensure 

that children are attending a successful school which provides 
them with a good education and supports their well-being. 

Governors attend two termly meetings where reports about 
the school’s progress are discussed, they test information received 
by asking questions and make sure the school spends its budget 
wisely against the priorities shown in the school development plan.

GOVERNORS:

• provide a strong and supportive link between the school and 
the community

• receive reports, make focused visits to the school, study 
results, and participate in other activities to enable them to 
understand the strengths and weaknesses of the school

• understand how the weaknesses or areas for development 
become targets in the annual school plan and monitor progress 
towards those targets

• complete governor training to make sure they contribute and 
work effectively as a team

• are responsible for the conduct of the school and for 
promoting high standards.  

• are willing to devote time, enthusiasm and effort to the 
duties of and responsibilities of a governor

As part of the governance structure of Acorn Multi Academy 
Trust, governors also report to the Directors of the Trust 
Board and Executive Head. It is the Trust Board that remains 
accountable for the exercise of its functions. Governors 
work alongside the Local Governing Bodies of St Andrew’s, 
Chardstock, Mrs Ethelston’s, Uplyme Axminster, Marshwood and 
Loders Primary Academies.

If you would like to discuss the role, please contact the 
Chair of Governors on 881828.

As an equal opportunities employer we are committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children.  An enhanced DBS check will be required of the successful applicant.

Membury Primary Academy School Governor’s Report
from Jenny Beaman (Chair)

When I last wrote, our school had 
just staged its Music Festival, and 
the children were looking forward 
to a long, hot summer’s holiday. 
Now the Autumn Term is more than 
half complete and already they 
have visited the church to give their 
special thank you for the harvest. 
And Christmas is not that far away…

As their theme for this year, the staff have chosen to 
concentrate on the importance of communities - starting 
with the school community, widening the scope to consider 
the community of all the Acorn Academy schools, and then 
extending its focus to include the local community of Membury 
and the surrounding area of East Devon. Our Art Club project 
this term has therefore chosen Membury as its theme. Aided by 
school governors and members of the village, the children are 
working on a mural of our street to be put on show at the end 
of this term. Roger Clemens started by helping the children to 
look for fine details in buildings and turn small white boxes into 
beautifully decorated model houses and, thanks to the kindness 
of Jo Wootton and Paul Weldon, we now have a fabric map 
of the village on which to place them, and some fields to give 
a home to various small white sheep.The Art Club runs in the 
Village Hall after school from 3.30 to 4.45 on Mondays this term. 
Please come and share your expertise with us. It’s lovely to see 
the school and the village taking part in a common activity. With 
this in mind, we also plan to set up a loom in the Hall with a 
basket of multi-coloured ribbons in the hope that hall users and 
children alike will take a ribbon and weave it into the pattern, 
creating a community art project.

I would also like to thank the school for taking part in the 
Artisan Exhibition and History Walk organised by the History 
Society and the MerryMakers. The display, based on the history 
of the school during the last century, showed how life at the 
school was affected by world events - especially the two wars. 
Following on from the successful and popular walk around 
Membury, the school have asked Nick Yool to repeat his guided 
tour, ending with a picnic at Membury Castle.

As last year, the school will be holding an art exhibition on 
Thursday, December 14th, from 5.30 p.m. Please come and 
see the wonderful work the children have been doing this term 
both in school and in the Art Club. Light refreshments will be 
available. We look forward to welcoming you.
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ur March meeting was held at arbara’s and we asked 
ourselves What are the Pros and Cons of rural living ’ op of 
the pros’ for many were  waking up to birdsong, lack of tra   c 
noise, fresh air, dark skies, walks down the surrounding lanes and 
footpaths and, very importantly, the sense of community, which 
is sometimes missing in towns and cities. There are, of course, a 
few cons’  slow broadband, muddy lanes, which mean dirty cars, 
getting snowed in occasionally, no public transport, no shops 
within walking distance, if you live on the outskirts of the village 
and, looking ahead, what happens when we can no longer drive? 

espite some cons’  don’t think any of us for one minute regret 
moving to Membury and for those of us that had hankered after a 
slower pace of life, it is indeed a dream come true.

n pril, we met at nne’s and our topic of conversation was 
‘What would you do if you if you won a substantial sum of 
money ’ Firstly, there was some confusion of the defi nition of 
substantial sum’  some of the more grounded members of our 

group were thinking  in terms of tens of thousand, others (yours 
truly included) had our heads in the clouds dreaming of tens of 
millions! Starting at the lower end of the scale we all would want 
to help our families, in particular the grandchildren, as they grow 
up.  e t on the list was to travel to the places we’d always 
wanted to go to - Australia, New Zealand, St. Petersburg, The 
Northern Lights, Milan (to go to La Scala), a train trip through the 

ockies, snorkeling in the Caribbean  with, of course, fi rst-class 
travel throughout! Some of us would hire personal tutors to learn 
new skills such as art or  ower arranging. With our sensible 
heads on, we decided we should put money away for care in our 
old age or maybe a cleaner and/or gardener to enable us to stay 
in our own homes (and if we did have millions why not buy a care 
home and turn it into something e tra special ) ne fi nal thing 
we could do for the community is to buy and run the village post 
o   ce if it was still up for sale.

Our most recent meeting at the beginning of May was held 
at enny’s and we touched on a topic that is very much in the 
news  hould the overnment have a say in what we eat ’ 
We all felt that we had a good understanding of what a healthy 
diet should consist of, even if we did indulge in a few treats, but 
we recognised that a large proportion of the population do not. 
In particular, we felt that portion sizes have grown immensely 
since our childhood adding to the amounts of sugar, salt, fat and 
calories in our diet. This is giving rise to an epidemic of obesity, 
sadly in children as well as adults. Fast food and takeaways are 
becoming the norm in some families instead of an occasional 
treat and in some cases one meal can exceed the recommended 
amounts of sugar and salt for a whole day. The medical profession 
is in agreement that unhealthy eating can contribute very much to 
rising numbers of people developing diabetes and some cancers, 
which in turn is putting a huge strain on NHS budgets. So in 
answer to the question, Yes! We do feel that some intervention 
from the government is warranted and possibly an extension of 
the ugar a ’ and other penalties to encourage food producers 
to reduce the harmful elements from their products. Monies raised 
from these taxes could be used by schools who provide breakfast 
clubs and also to ensure that cookery lessons are available for all 
children (girls & boys). Schools already teach the values of eating 
healthily and this must remain an important part of the curriculum 
in the hope that the next generation will increase the demand 
for healthier food from all sources. Meanwhile, the message of 
how to eat more healthily must be promoted through all media 
outlets as well as the consequences of a bad diet. It used to be 
the case that during a visit to your GP for whatever reason you 
would be weighed and if you were overweight the GP would tell 
you and recommend a diet and target weight  this doesn’t seem 
to happen now but there does seem to be a case for reintroducing 
this basic control.

Like Minds
from Margaret Bulpitt

S4YH
from Richard Barrell

inging in a choir is more than ust a bit of fun. t’s been 
scientifi cally proven that it is good for your health, getting more 
o ygen into the blood,  increasing the  ow of feelgood hormones 
and improving mental health.

Also impacted for the better: lower blood pressure, elevated 
immunity, higher pain threshold, stronger respiratory muscles. 
Music making produces measurable pleasurable changes in the 
brain  es, that’s right, everyone can benefi t from singing. 

ou don’t have to be able to sing whatever that is) to come along 
to Sing for Your Health at 6.00 most Fridays in the Hall. Come along 
to see how much we laugh and enjoy ourselves!

ince informally forming several years ago we’ve grown into a group 
that is often asked to perform at various functions and we recently 
enjoyed singing at the Church Easter Concert where we gave the 
World Premier of Murmuration, a piece based on Pachelbel’s famous 
Canon in D with words by Molly Barrell and music arranged by 
Richard Barrell. It was the most challenging piece we have ever tried 
but it worked and we thoroughly enjoyed it all coming together with 
Trumpet soloist Hugh Davies embellishing the harmonies with some 
of the rapid development themes. Good Morning Starshine, Here 
Comes the Sun, Fields of Gold and Hallelujah formed the rest of our 
contribution to a very enjoyable evening.

A Village Wedding is our next gig, then our Summer Concert on 
August 27th followed by our regular concert in Tatworth Church on 
October 13th.

Do come and oin us
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VOTE FOR
MEMBURY! 

BELL RINGING

19WINTER
Playing Field Report

from Joy Yapp (Fundraising Committee)

2017

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM THE POST OFFICE, SCHOOL OR VIA 
EMAIL TO MEMBURY.PTFA@GMAIL.COM 

12:30pm 
Sunday 3rd December 

Membury Village Hall 

LUNCH 
CHRISTMAS 

PTFA ORGANISED EVENT 

ADULTS £15  ▪  CHILDREN (3-16) £7  ▪  UNDER 3’S FREE  
▪  BRING YOUR OWN DRINKS  ▪ 

Great News!  I expect most of 
you will have seen by now that 
Membury Playing Field has been 
selected for Axminster Tesco’s 
Bags of Help Grant Scheme 
(the blue tokens in the box). 
Our application form was written 
when we were in early stages 
of fundraising - before we had 
installed the play tower and swings 
- so it is fantastic to see our project 
finally in Tescos! We are one of 
three nominated projects from 
November 1st to January 1st. 
Please could you remember to 
take a blue token every time you 
shop. There is no minimum spend 
needed to be given a blue token 
– so, however small your shop, 
please pop a blue token in our 
box. Every token counts!
We would love to be able to install 

another piece of commercial play 
equipment in the Playing Field 
for the children of the parish - so 
first place would be fantastic! The 
project with the highest number 
of votes (blue tokens) will receive 
up to £4000; second place up to 
£2000 and third place receives 
£1000.  So please remember to 
ask for a token! Thank you so 
much for your support. 
An impression of Membury 

Playingfield     
from Agnes Keenan-Barrell (a 
9-year-old visitor to Membury)
You may think Membury Playing-

field is like any other playing-field: 
one swing, a slide and a see-saw. 

You are SO wrong. It’s this: 2 
swings for toddlers and another 
2 for older kids; a slide with a 
climbing frame attached and 
a four-seater see-saw. I totally 
recommend it! So come on 

down with your kids and relax 
(or sneak off to the Post Office 
to get a pint of beer!)
NB The Editorial team wish 

to make clear that children 
must be supervised at all times 
when using the Playing-field 
equipment – save the beer at 
the PO (or glass of wine) until 
you are on your way home!
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Cystic Fibrosis
Jumble Sale on Saturday, September 22nd

 in Membury Village Hall. 2.00pm

WANTED:
jumble, help on the day, collecting jumble – 

also draw prizes, and contributions for the cake stall.

 Bi-ANNUAL BALL
Saturday, October 13th at 7.00 pm

Taunton County Cricket Club
Contact: Felicity Hartnell on 01404881640

e-mail:  felicity1972@binternet.com

CHARITY NEWS Membury Short Mat Bowls 
from Janet Andrews (881036)

Protecting the Lanes 
from Nick Simmonds

ike many who live in and around the village, we’ve had di   culties 
with the storm water this winter. It cascades down our drive after a 
prolonged period of heavy rain, carrying chunks of the disintegrating 
road surface, debris from the roadside vegetation and, occasionally, 
manure from a nearby dung heap. We’ve noticed during our forty 
years in Membury that these  oods have become more fre uent and 
that this year the damage to the lanes is the worst we’ve seen.  

 imagine that many of us in evon believe that  ooding and this 
degradation of the local lanes is unique to the county. In some 
ways, it is.  evon’s open fi elds were largely enclosed in the 3th 
and 14th centuries. The rural inhabitants at that time believed that 
enclosing our pastoral land into smaller parcels allowed for the 
better control of grazing. t also o  ered shelter for the animals and 
a source of wood for their owners. These enclosures were created 
by constructing the familiar vast banks crowned with oak, ash, 
hazel and other coppice wood. They were also a way of ‘taking 
in’ woodland and waste land’, creating the small, irregular fi elds 
that suited our topography, soil and climate. This work was largely 
complete by lizabethan times. evon was una  ected by the 
parliamentary enclosures of the 18th and 19th centuries.

Now, the progressive destruction of these vulnerable and 
thoughtful early fi eld patterns, with their crucial ditches and banks, 
has made us particularly exposed to climate change and alterations 
in farming practice  both of which can send e cessive amounts of 
water into the lanes, destroying the road surface, the historic banks 
and the revetments. Oversized vehicles add to the damage by 
further undermining the medieval banks, exposing mud and stones 
which are washed along by the  oods. hey also puncture our tyres.

Here in this part of East Devon there are additional local factors 
which have made our situation even worse. t’s a very wet area. his 
one-time advantage, illustrated by the large number of defunct water 
mills in and around Membury, has become a problem as ditches and 
other drains are not maintained.  The course of the Yarty River is 
no longer managed, threatening the little listed bridge and isolating 
those of us who live near the troublesome Beckford crossing.  
Perhaps most importantly, our deep and winding lanes, some over 
six hundred years old, are crumbling away. They are characteristic of 
a landscape fabricated piecemeal with small medieval implements. 

At our recent AGM, Barry 
Marshall was elected as 
Chairman and Duncan 
Mackinder as Vice-Captain.  

eith ri   n remains as 
Treasurer, Ron Martin as 
Captain and Janet Andrew 
as Secretary.

We are currently playing a singles tournament for 
the Tyga Trophy.  We break at the end of June for the 
summer and start again in September when a doubles 
tournament, in memory of past members, will run 
through the autumn session.

New members are always welcome, bowls and tuition 
provided. We are a very friendly group and don’t play too 
seriously! We meet on Wednesday evenings at 7 pm.

hey are rare, confi ned to places like Membury and seen 
only in a few counties. They need special protection and 
sensitive use.   

ouseholders are indeed the fi rst casualties from the 
 ooding but these lanes are e ually important. We need to 
encourage the council and our neighbours to preserve them. 
We should also accept that evon’s vital income from tourists 
as the quality of our lives is partly reliant on these historic 
landscapes and prevent, where we can, the slow destruction 
of our shared heritage. 
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A recent stay in the Picos de Europa was a lesson in gargantuan 
portions and a trip down memory lane of childhood flavours. We were 
staying in the Hotel del Oso, in a beautiful national park. The food was 
genuinely home-cooked, and the taste sublime. No nouvelle cuisine 
here, only hearty bowls of stew full of old fashioned calories and local 
sausage and beans. The flavours of morcilla (Spanish black pudding), 
Chorizo (nothing like the anaemic supermarket copies) and tocino 
(chunks of proper salted pork  fat cooked to a soft melting mouthful) 
brought back memories of  warming, satisfying dishes we really only 
dream about  nowadays. The servings, in huge bowls which had a 
decent soup ladle for each guest to help themselves, were meant to 
be starters; I am still wondering who on earth could manage to finish 
the whole bowlful as well as the main course (and dessert)! This visit 
was a real treat. I am almost embarrassed to admit that we did turn up 
for breakfast the following day and enjoyed the eye-popping selection 
of food which included a table full of cakes and pastries, as well as 
the usual cold and hot dishes now served in many hotels. (Oh dear, no 
wonder the diet had to kick in on our return!)  

So how to consider less calorific meals? Much attention has focused 
recently on cauliflower rice. I did not believe that whizzing a cauliflower 
in a food processor would yield anything other than a real mess. How 
wrong could I be? Having decided to embark on a health kick, I decided 
to give it a whirl (or is it a whizz?) I duly whizzed with mushrooms and 
cooked it in a pan with garlic and a touch (only a teaspoon or two) 
of olive oil. I admit it was delicious. I am told, but have yet to try, that 
this can be added to a small quantity of Arborio rice to make a risotto. 
Apparently this tastes exactly like a normal risotto, except that it is 
perhaps better for the weight conscious. I have also been persuaded to 
mix celeriac with a proportion of potato to make mash and again against 
my better judgement, I found it tasted lovely. However a Spanish potato 
omelette made with boiled potato instead of the usual deep fried ones, 
though edible, was no joy. Not an experiment I would willingly repeat! 
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WINTER RECIPE 
from Patricia Bruzon 

Homemade Sticky Toffee pudding knocks spots off any 
other pudding It is surprisingly straightforward and not for 
the diet conscious.

Serves 4
6oz dates, stoned and chopped    

300ml water,   1 teaspoon 
bicarbonate soda

2oz unsalted butter ,  6oz caster 
sugar,   2 eggs, beaten,     6oz self-
raising flour, 1 teaspoon vanilla 

For the sauce: 300ml double 
cream,   2oz demerara sugar,      
2 teaspoons black treacle

1   Pre-heat the oven to 180ºC /350º/ Gas mark 4 and grease a 11 x 7 
inch baking tin.

2   Boil the dates in the water for about 5 minutes until soft, then add 
the bicarbonate of soda.

3   Cream the butter and sugar together until light and fluffy, then add 
the eggs and beat well.

4   Mix in the dates, flour and vanilla essence then pour into the 
greased baking tin.

5   Cook in the oven for about 30-40 minutes until just firm to the touch.
6   To make the sauce, put all the ingredients in a pan over a low heat 

and stir together until blended, then bring to the boil.  Some of this can 
be poured over the sponge and finished under the grill, or it can be kept 
completely separate and poured over the sponge when served.

My tip for Christmas?  Cook your pudding before you need the hob 
for your vegetables. Either leave in a pan of very hot water, or wrap the 
pudding bowl in a towel and place in an insulated bag. It will keep hot 
for quite a while;  and as mentioned in a previous edition of the Mercury, 
make your mince pies and freeze before baking. Take out just what you 
require and bake. Saves time and waste.  Enjoy the festive season. 
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  B A D M I N T O N   every Thursday   VILLAGE HALL   18.45

February had less rain, more sun and was 
colder than usual.There were 17 frosts, with 
a minimum of –5.1°C. There was a snow 
shower on the th, a few snow  akes on 
the 26th and 27th and some snow on the 
28th  – a taste of things to come.

 Not only was it by far the wettest March 
I have recorded in 26 years but it will be 
remembered for 2 heavy snowfalls – and 
freezing rain.

While the “Beast from the East” was 
a  ecting the east of the country, torm 
Emma brought us light snow on the 
morning of the 1st, which became 
increasingly heavy in the afternoon and 
evening. This was followed by freezing 
rain overnight, which formed a hard crust 
on the snow and covered the windward 

side of buildings, cars, trees etc with a 
coating of ice. There was more snow 
during the afternoon of the 2nd, followed 
by a rapid thaw on the 3rd, which caused 
some  ooding. hings were ust getting 
back to normal when it snowed all day, on 
and o  , on the th and overnight.

Snow in Membury is actually not that 
unusual in March  in fact  have recorded 
14 April days with some snow over the 
years.

 April was notable for a warm spell, 
particularly the 19th and 20th, when the 
temperature reached 23.9°C. There was a 
thunderstorm on the evening of the 21st, 
which hardly troubled my rain gauge but 
I gather there were torrential downpours 
elsewhere in the parish.

PLUVIUSPOWERFUL SERVICE
as recorded by Nick Yool

In the early hours of March 3rd, 
Josée got up to check on progress 
in the lambing shed and discovered 
we had a power cut.

After doing all the usual checks 
(trip switch etc), we phoned 
Western Power and had an 
immediate reply from a lady in 
Wales.

Much to my surprise (because 
everywhere, including the roads, 
was covered in snow and ice), 
about 45 minutes later, I heard a 
vehicle approaching.

It was a Western Power engineer 
who had managed to reach us 
from Ilminster in his Land Rover. He 
clambered up a steep bank through 
deep snow, changed a fuse in a 
box on one of their poles, and by 3 
a.m. our power was restored. Pretty 
good service, don’t you think

See back page for number to ring.

Rain (and snow!)-fall fi gures for the past 3 months:
February 60.4 mm –  2.38” (average 87.71 mm – 3.45”)
March    196.9 mm – 7.75” (average 77.56 mm – 3.05”)
April      97.0 mm – 3.85” (average 80.45 mm – 3.17”)
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Membury Primary Academy & Pre-School PTFA organised event 
All games are casino style. No actual money.   

WHEN 
 Saturday 3rd March  
8pm ‘til Late 
WHERE 
 Membury Village Hall 

£20 per person  
TICKETS  

INCLUDES : Buffet and Gambling Chips 
ATTIRE  
Black Tie  & 
Cocktail  Dress 

CASINO  
NIGHT 

No Under 18’s 
Bring your own Drinks 

For tickets call Membury Primary on 01404 881491 or 
email  membury.ptfa@gmail.com 

                                            PLUVIUS
Rainfall figures for the past 3 months:
August            95.3mm – 3.75”  (average   87.86mm – 3.46”)

September   122.4mm – 4.82”  (average   77.99mm – 3.07”)

October          62.2mm – 2.45”  ( average 124.46mm – 4.90”) 

At the end of the last article, written on August 2nd, I wondered if 
Summer would return: it did, briefly, between August 25th  to 29th, 
but that was about it.

There were only 7 totally dry days in the month, not very 
conducive to haymaking.

Again, there were only 7 totally dry days in September, with the 
total well above average. I am pleased to say that Mrs Pluvius 
and I experienced very little of this, spending 3 weeks in the USA 
where we saw just one brief shower!

Many thanks to my deputy recorders, Dan, Liz and Jon.

Storm Aileen brought rain and gales on the night of 12th/13th . 

Things improved, thank goodness, in October, but there were still 
21 days with some rain. It was the second driest October I have 
recorded in 25 years, 2007 with 46.0mm (1.81”) being the driest. 
The main event was ex-hurricane Ophelia which caused a great 
deal of damage in Ireland  on the 16th . She spared us, apart from a 
few very strong gusts, and brought no rain at all. What Ophelia did 
bring was a mixture of Saharan dust and smoke from forest fires 
in Spain and Portugal. It went quite dark for a time in the morning 
with a sinister yellowish sky and strange red sun.

Storm Brian on the 21st  also affected Ireland more than us.

The first frost of the season was in the early hours of the 30th –  
11 days later than last year.
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Earlier this year Membury residents 
were treated to the wonderful sight of a 
murmuration of starlings forming intricate 
and hypnotic patterns over our parish. The 
starlings may have gone, but this summer’s 
stars o er an alternative kaleidoscopic treat.  

tarlings y at up to  mph. y 
comparison, the Earth orbits the Sun at 
67,000 mph, while the entire solar system 
hurtles around the galaxy at a slick 514,000 
mph.  Paradoxically, the starlings appear 
to move faster: when we stargaze, we 
perceive only the apparent movement of 
the constellations at a rate of 1 degree of 
rotation every four minutes as the Earth 
turns. Incidentally, we have inherited 
the concept of a 360° circle from the 
Babylonians, who favoured a sexagesimal 
numerical system (based on 60) compared 
with our modern decimal method. Either 
way, the stately pace at which the stars 
appear to cross the sky allows us plenty of 
time to find a favourite constellation, star or 
planet. 

Summer is, to borrow from Dickens, both 
the best of times and the worst of times for 
observation. The short nights mean we may 
have to stay up late to catch a truly dark 
sky  but at least the season should provide 
warmer viewing conditions. A balmy summer 
night is a chance to sit out with maybe a rug 
and a good pair of binoculars and let the 
stars parade by. 

Favourites to watch out for are the bright 
ummer riangle’ stars  ega, eneb and 
ltair, and Cygnus, the orthern Cross  but 

it’s also worth taking advantage of a warm 

night to look for some of the lesser-
known sights. One of these is the little 
coat hanger’ asterism, which you can 
find by following a line from lbireo, 
the bottom tip of the Northern Cross 
(see pic) and through the double star 
Alpha Vulpeculae: once you have it in 
binocular view it really does look like 
its name. Another of my favourites 
is Corona orealis, one of Ptolemy’s 
original 48 constellations (today there 
are 88). It is easily visible with the 
naked eye between Hercules and 

o tes  meaning orthern Crown’, it 
does look like a small glittering tiara. 

his summer’s ma or night sky sights 
include:
■ Venus will be the evening star 

through the summer, shining brightly 
in the West despite the late sunset.  
On June 9th and 10th it will be aligned 
with Castor and Pollux, the twin stars 
of Gemini.
■ June 27th: – look for Saturn to the 

left of the nearly full moon.
■ July 27th: Mars will be an 

exceptionally bright orange orb 
reaching opposition at a mere 35.8 
million miles from the arth. t won’t 
be this close to us again until 2035 – 
though the recently launched NASA 
probe will not be on view. nd there’s 
a total lunar eclipse on the same date 
– partially visible from here around 
21.30-22.30.

■ August 11th: South West 
stronomy Fair at idmouth’s orman 

Lockyer Observatory.
■ August 12th-13th: annual Perseids 

meteor shower, with an early setting 
crescent moon giving a great chance 
of dark skies and lots of shooting stars 
to spot.

he final word must go to a man who 
will remain an inspirational reminder 
that astronomy is a truly accessible 
activity, allowing all to adventure 
through the universe using just the 
power of the uesting scientific mind. 
The remarkable Professor Stephen 
Hawking said: 

“Remember to look up at the stars 
and not down at your feet. Try to make 
sense of what you see and wonder 
about what makes the universe exist. 

e curious, and however di cult life 
may seem, there is always something 
you can do, and succeed at. It matters 
that you don’t ust give up.

“Look up at the stars and not down at your feet!” - SUMMER STARGAZING
with Ruth Foster

“Remember to look up at the stars and not down at your feet. Try to make sense of what you see and 
wonder about what makes the universe exist. Be curious, and however difficult life may seem, there is 
always something you can do, and succeed at. It matters that you don’t just give up.” 
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Green Corner
from Jason Hawkes

22 WINTER

CHALLENGER FARM 
BED & BREAKFAST

 • Reasonable rates for locals
 • SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR

 • ALL EN-SUITE

01404 881255
CHALLENGERFARM@TISCALI.CO.UK

2017

A recent news release from the World Meteorological Organisation states that CO2 
levels in the atmosphere have made the biggest rise in the 30 years that they have been 
measured in such a detailed and comprehensive manner. While we are also seeing a 
surge in methane levels and a rise in ocean acidification, it does seem as though we 
are jumping off a cliff without knowing if the tide is in or not. I am as guilty as the next 
person of getting in the car to take the dog somewhere nice for a walk, but I have been 
looking at electric cars lately. One thing that is changing is the attitude of governments 
and carmakers about petrol and diesel. Whether it is due to public health concerns, 
moves towards a smart grid or the realisation that oil can’t last forever, the industry and 
lawmakers are queuing up to make announcements on dates for electric only vehicles.

Only ten years ago, this seemed like a gimmick. I test drove a Noddy-style electric 
car which, although it took off like a rocket, had a top-speed of 30mph and a range of 
40 miles - only good for a city commute. Battery technology has come on in leaps and 
bounds and, although it still faces major hurdles, especially regarding resource use, a 
change is gonna come.

The other side of the electric car gimmickry has been the electricity grid itself: not 
much point in driving an electric car if the power to charge it has come from a coal-fired 
power station.This year, though, has seen the first full day of coal-free power in the UK 
since 1880 and the continuing ‘decarbonisation’ of the Grid means electric cars may one 
day be truly ‘green’. I am seriously thinking that my next car will be electric.

On another note, I am part of a group called Sustainable Chard and we are putting on 
a big, all-day event for Earth Hour next March. I am against the concept of Earth Hour, 
per se - turn the lights off for an hour every year as a sop to the planet but you actually 
live and do whatever the hell you want for the other 8,759 hours! Hmmm! But it can 
prove a useful awareness-raiser.

In the Guildhall at 11.30am on March 24th we will have a children’s event with stalls, 
workshops and loads of fun stuff. In the afternoon, there will be a series of talks about 
how we can personally reduce our own environmental impact - which will NOT include 
‘How to live in a cave and knit your own yoghurt’! In the evening there will be a line-up 
of fabulous bands and entertainers. All proceeds from evening ticket sales and donations 
are going to a renewable energy project in the town. In 2016, Chard was pleased to host 
the biggest Earth Hour event in the country. Next year, we hope to make it bigger again.

I wish you all a wonderful and peaceful Christmas and a fulfilling 2018.
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see otters, deer, badgers, bats and a host of nocturnal insects. If 
you are still, and wear Polaroid glasses, you will have the chance 
to see sea trout and salmon as they make their way upstream to 
spawn on pea gravel redds. The early run will be in May and later 
the school peal’ run will be in uly.     

Insects at this time of year in and around the river, however, 
are a truly fascinating study. Each type of habitat, whether mud, 
stone or pool, will hold particular species that live much of their 
lives under water, even burrowing through mud. May  y live for 
two years in river mud, then swim to the surface where they 
metamorphosise into the sub-imago or dun and then magically 
metamorphosise again to become the glorious imago, or, in 
fi shermen’s terms, a spinner. uring this later period of its life, 
a matter of days, it hardly feeds or drinks. This is the derivation 
of the name Ephemeroptera - ephemeral meaning brief or a day 
and ptera meaning wing - so winged for a day.

I would also say that the most important thing is to slow down 
and join in empathy with the river. Insects and the minutiae of 
the river provide a useful way in: - look at spider webs to see 
what insects are about, focus on a small sunlit pool or carefully 
turn over stones to fi nd caddis and other clinging larvae. ome 
things are pointedly obvious, in their way, and looking without 
overlooking is a necessary skill. If you spend time outdoors, you 
will discover a peculiar thing about vision - sometimes the best 
way to see something is by not looking directly at it. Certainly, 
movement is registered on the outskirts of the visual fi eld - 
peripheral vision, if you like. Once registered, the eyes and head 
move to focus. It is often a dangerous time as, in my experience, 
creatures can be happily getting on with their lives but once you 
focus, all sorts of alarm bells ring out and they take  ight - so 
gently does it.

Happy and successful watchin  and have a reat summer.

Part of my last article on watching wild animals seems to 
have stimulated some interest, especially regarding river 
creatures, as some people have said they see very few. 

Firstly,  would say that  don’t consider myself an e pert, but 
over the years I have gained some knowledge that could be 
useful. Regarding rivers, it is useful to consider their anatomy 
and this has a ma or in  uence on the type of  ora and fauna 
to be found in any particular stretch or even 5 feet of running 
water. This in itself is a very interesting area of study but limited 
space demands that I simply say that the Yarty is a spate river 
and by the time it arrives at our parish it has to some extent 
reached some aspects of maturity. lthough fast  owing above 
and below Beckford Bridge, it is a series of pools and runs, or, 
in riparian terminology, shillets, stickles, runs and holes.

i  erent species of animals and birds tend to live in these 
designated areas or mini-habitats, if you like, although birds 
and larger mammals tend to run pretty much over the whole 
river.       Dippers, for example, can be seen in and around 
runs and shallow stickles, where with submarine avian skills, 
they stalk the bottom of the river around stones to fi nd the 
larvae of caddis  ies, e tracting the caddis with a  ick from 
that wonderfully constructed case of sand, stones or twigs, 
depending on species.

You need to be quick, but it is quite easy to spot the azure 
 ash of a kingfi sher, usually  ying up river. f you want to 
fi nd the nest then simply follow your nose, as waste from 
the nest is usually simply thrown just outside it (not the best 
housekeeping!) A curving branch or stick bending over a pool 
will sooner or later provide a vantage point for a kingfi sher, as 
they peruse the possibilities of minnows below.

Entering into the magic of a river at dusk will reveal wonders 
otherwise never seen and hardly believed, as this is the time to 

Wayfarer
from Roger Clemens



SPRING  2016  2

Kings, cabbages, horoscopes 
and constellations:

Nothing is guaranteed to annoy an astronomer more than 
confusing astronomy with astrology. Can you imagine NASA 
using a crystal ball to predict the precise orbital motion 
required for Apollo 8 to swing round the moon? Astrology 
dates from times when our ancestors, in awe of the majesty 
of their dark night skies, believed changing star patterns 
influenced everything from the seasons (true) to their personal 
fates (false).Today astrological forecasts are widely recognised 
as ‘fake news’ in our culture.  

Astronomy and astrology do share a common root: detailed 
observations of the movements of stars and planets. The 
Zodiac signs familiar to horoscope addicts are the 13* 
constellations which lie along the ecliptic, the apparent path of 
the sun as the earth orbits. They can be a useful prompt when 
identifying constellations in the night sky – eg look for Gemini 
after Taurus. Astronomy and astrology were intertwined for 
much of history. A meticulous approach to observation was 
employed by Copernicus – who initially studied astrology – to 
reach the landmark recognition that the Earth orbits the sun; 
while millennia earlier, just up the A303 from us, Celtic priests 
used observation and calculation to construct Stonehenge, a 
precision sharp marker of the winter solstice.

These days astronomy is what matters: science using solid 
maths and physics to predict rather than foretell. Famously, 
Neptune was discovered using mathematical prediction rather 
than observation, following analysis of discrepancies in the 
orbit of Uranus.

Observations this winter

So what does this rich data legacy help us to look for this 
winter?

 he annual eminids meteor shower will peak on the night 
of December 13th, and is comparable to the summer Perseids 
in impact. This year there will be no interfering moonlight, so 
clear skies on or 1-2 days either side of the peak will offer 
great viewing for up to 100 bright meteors per hour. Look to 
the North East in the Zodiacal constellation of Gemini, marked 
by the bright twin stars Castor and Pollux.

 ecember 2 st is the winter solstice the shortest day and 
longest night), for those seeking the authentic Stonehenge 
experience.

 ur winter skies will be illuminated by 3 successive 
‘supermoons’ on December 3rd, January 2nd and January 
31st. The moon will look particularly large and bright (meaning 
higher spring tides and possible flooding) being at its perigee, 
ie orbitally closest to the Earth. January 31st is also a ‘blue 
moon’- the second of 2 full moons in the same calendar 
month.

 2

Winter Stargazing Reflections
from Ruth Foster
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 upiter will be the brightest planet visible through 
December, rising in the early morning in Libra.  

Artist’s image of the Christmas star

ne modern e planation for the Christmas star is that 
it was a conjunction of Jupiter and other bright planets. 
Disagreement over exact dates makes this hard to prove.  
Whatever happened then, we are privileged in Membury 
to have front row seats for a night sky which still inspires 
the profoundest, most thought-provoking feelings at this 
seasonal time: 

“You don’t have to believe in a deity to believe in the 
existence of something infinite, omnipotent and omniscient; if 
by ‘all knowing’ we include the awkward fact that the material 
universe encodes in its massive entropy the fate of all of us – 
cabbages and kings alike.”**

 he 3th is phiuchus astrologers use ust 2, fitting our 
calendar year).

 Will elf in de to pace’, a point of view on adio  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09b19z3

Dense clusters of galaxies interconnected by filaments of 
still more gala ies replicates across  billion light years the 
ineffable mystery of why there’s anything at all rather than 
nothing.
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We go to South Africa every few years for 5 
or 6 weeks in our winter. We lived in Pretoria 
in the late 90s and loved the natural world 
we found there, whether scuba diving, game 
viewing or having BBQs in the bush where 
we heard lions roaring, jackals yelping or just 
a marvellous wild soundscape. The birdsong 
was brilliant, never mind their colourful 
sightings  not to forget my favourite call in 
the Kalahari desert – barking geckoes. No 
bigger than your little fi nger, skinny as a 
pencil with that remarkable bark – well, more 
of a bird-like chirping but SO LOUD! Truly 
wonderful.

This year we took another magical trip - 15 
nights in the Kruger and 16 in the Kgaligadi 
(Kalahari), both South African national parks 
and incredibly well organised. After a 10-hour 
 ight from  we arrived in the early morning 
in Johannesburg. By 11am we had collected 
our 4 x 4 wagon, no rooftop tent this time 
as it was summer in SA so we expected 
temperatures of over 40 degrees. Last visit, 
that tent gave us amazing freedom as we 
visited wild camps in Namibia and SA. Next, 
a 4-hour drive to Nelspruit, a major town 
an hour from Kruger where we rested and 
shopped for supplies. That took up 2 nights 
with the intervening day for shopping and 
relaxing in the pool or watching rugby on TV.

We choose to buy a fi lled gas cylinder as 
we own a Cadac Scottlebrai – a BBQ grill 
and hob –so much easier than wood or 
charcoal and so much more economical over 
our 5 weeks self-catering. Mostly the chalets 
in the national parks do have kitchens but 
cooking al fresco’ with a glass of wine, 
with the aroma of grilling meat and all those 
African night sounds, is simply superb. All 
the parks insist you are back in camp at 
sunset so a BBQ is ideal entertainment.

Kruger is excellent for big critters like 
elephant, hippo and rhino. At one dam, 
we saw over 100 elephants as about 7 
family groups met up to drink and bathe. 

hen some gira  es arrived, so with zebra 
and impala already drinking we had a real 
cornucopia of game, if you included the 
hippo and birds. Avifauna is marvellous and 
colourful: little blue waxbills, banana beaked 
hornbills, stately Saddle-billed Storks, 
crested Go-Away  birds (that do really sound 
as though they calling “go-way, go-way!” 
very loudly and are  the size of chickens) - I 

could get rather boring on this topic 
as ’m a keen birder.  counted over 
145 species by day 3!  

The highlight of our Kruger trip 
was what happened on my birthday 
in late anuary. We set o   north 
towards a camp called Olifants - it 
has a terrifi c view as this camp is 
on a blu   above the lifants river. 
We saw plenty of game on our drive 
up, including 2 large male lions. 
Spontaneously, we decided to 
take a side track to the Timbavati 
picnic site for our usual morning 
co  ee break, as we’re up and out 
by 5.30am. First, we saw a honey 
badger (a much rarer sighting than 
lions) with a large juvenile and then a 
hyena resting under a bush. Exiting 
the picnic site we came upon a 
fantastically thrilling sight - a pack of 
wild dogs. Your chances of seeing 
these animals is exceptionally rare 
so we were especially chu  ed. 
There were around 15 in the pack 
and we took plenty of photographs. 
We returned to the main tarmac 
track and cruised along at our 
normal game viewing/spotting 
speed of 25k per hour. Passing over 
a gully, where a dry watercourse 
went under the road through a 
culvert, my eye caught some spotty 
fur - black on white. Amazingly, 
it was a young female leopard 
sprawling on a rock and she was 

just turning over to face us. Again 
fantastic - it took us until our fi fth 
or sixth Kruger visit in the 90s to 
actually see a leopard. What luck! A 
terrifi c treat for my birthday.

ur fi nal camp in ruger was 
called Tamboti and we stayed in 
a large safari tent erected on a 
platform beside a BBQ area. Our 
porch had a nice view of a river 
but no water as January is the dry 
season. The baboons in this camp 
made a real nuisance of themselves 
even breaking into our tent one 
afternoon whilst we were out on a 
game drive. Fortunately, no damage 
was done just some food taken 
from our supposedly monkey-proof 
metal larder!

Leaving Kruger we drove 
west some 1000 k over 2 days, 
overnighting in a B & B at 

rugersdorp outside o’berg and 
on to Uppington, the major town 
south of the Kgaligadi national 
park and some 270 k away from 
the park. There we stocked up with 
provisions and had a very pleasant 
stay at the B & B called the Kalahari 

ion’s est. 
The Kgaligadi park is basically laid 

out along two dry river beds running 
due north and NNW – the Nossob 
and the Auob.          

 cont. overleaf

Travellers’ Tales
from Janet and Tim Pitcher SOUTH AFRICA
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now only two. I say two, but actually there are three as, after a 
minor fracas, one flew in a panic down the valley to Rock where 
it decided to give up its semi-nomadic life and live with the 
chickens at Forge Farm, lured by the promise of corn and the 
security of cockerels. Personally, I think it would be a tragedy 
not to see these interesting birds walking slowly in front of a car, 
complaining all the way or sitting on our gate loudly discussing 
who should jump first.

Wintery watercolours
Watercolour is a wonderful medium to help express the 

colours and misty atmosphere of winter and I would like to 
invite anyone interested to join us at Colecroft Cottage for a 
watercolour winter workshop. Students could happily combine 
a range of techniques including pencil, pen and ink, and 
watercolour washes. You don’t have to be an expert - beginners 
are welcome. I can provide a range of materials (if you have 
some, bring them along) and there is no charge. However, 
contributions to Macmillan nurses, would be very welcome.  
The workshop date will be Monday, December 4th from 2 pm to 
4pm with tea and cakes to follow. Please ring (01404) 881884 if 
you are interested.    

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.
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WAYFARING 

from Roger Clemens
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I suspect it’s a British thing, but with a change of season 
comes a comforting acceptance. There is something reassuring 
and grounding about being a part of nature’s unalterable cycle. 
Energetic summer lights cosy down into grey blues and russets 
as nature heaves a sigh. There is a sense of preparation and 
making things snug for winter; aromatic wood smoke buckling in 
the breeze blues the darker trees across the valley; rooks cavort 
and wheel around an old oak.The scene is set against a steely 
autumn sky backdrop; and for those of you that remember, at 
school it was always a time of seedheads and nature tables.

Nearby, the mahonia, resplendent with green leaves and 
spears of bright yellow flowers, is abuzz with bees, wasps, 
hover flies, beetles and butterflies stocking up against the 
long winter ahead. Late flowering plants and trees provide an 
essential forage crop for these insects - verbena bonariensis, 
sedum, buddleia, hebe, Michaelmas daisy and ivy are amongst 
the most important.

Ivy, much maligned as a garden pest, offers one of the 
most abundant and valuable food sources. Close inspection 
will show that around tiny maraca-like structures there are 
masses of minute yellow flowers rich in both pollen and nectar. 
Remarkably, at this time of year, even in towns and cities, it has 
been recorded that up to 45% of the nectar intake can come 
from this productive plant.

And then there were two - a short history of the Membury gleanies
I felt it important that someone records the life and times of a 

vanishing group of highly vocal and flighty Membury residents. 
It was a lovely bright sunny morning in October 2008 and my 
first in Membury. I eagerly flung open the bedroom window and 
was immediately assailed,  - no,  buffeted - by an unbelievably 
loud, grating, teeth-edging noise. I thought, in my ignorance, 
that it was someone at the farm above brutalising and pushing 
beyond endurance an ancient piece of machinery. Every now 
and then this machinery would retaliate and complain in a string 
of detonating expletives. Then, as if a signal had been given, 
brief silence would resume.

This was my first and memorable encounter with the Membury 
guinea fowl, otherwise known as gleanies. Long have these birds 
been prized both for their meat served in the best restaurants 
and for their beautiful speckled feathers in lilac, grey and almost 
black. These feathers were very fashionable and used by 
milliners as well as fly-tyers producing exquisite lures to catch 
trout, sea trout and salmon, the feathers being known as Gallina.

These birds, about chicken size, with long necks and small 
heads topped with bright red crests and combs, are real 
characters and are cherished by the village. They are famed 
escapologists, demanding the right to roam, wandering at will 
through the gardens and up and down Membury Road. They 
have a set route, unless deterred, and proceed with almost 
a mad avian dignity on their daily peregrinations, searching 
for food. They eat slugs, snails and invertebrates and have a 
penchant for corn. They are comparatively long lived and can 
realise the grand old age of 15 years. Guinea fowl are endemic 
to Africa and there live out a life in both forest and savannah.    

When I first became acquainted with the gleanies in 2008, 
four of them lived with Pauline at Goslins and six were resident 
at Colecroft Farm.  Unfortunately, Pauline had to leave Goslins 
after the flood in December 2008, and her guinea fowl felt a 
desperate need to join with the six at Colecroft Farm. After 
much effort and rejection, the four were accepted by the six, 
making a flock of 10 wandering the village. Sadly, over the 
last nine years the numbers have diminished and there are 
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Whilst watching the London Marathon last year I felt, 
as  have always done, fi lled with awe and an intense 
wish to be there  to be one of those who actually 
get to say they have run the London Marathon: 
not just any Marathon, but the London Marathon. 
It has mystical overtures in my head, something 
remarkable. In other years I have the slept on it, and 
acknowledged  really don’t have that sort of fi tness, 
stamina or commitment. Last year, I applied before 
the lead runners had fi nished and within a month 
I had a charity place with Brain Research UK. So 
began 11 months, where my waking thought each 
day would be of the Virgin London Marathon 2018.
The training built up steadily over a period of time, 

some of it  en oyed, much of it  didn’t. n the run up 
to the pantomime, I developed a niggling pain which, 
though my chiropractor made my legs the same 
length again, remained as muscular pain. Then many 
of the pantomime cast were struck with  u   have 
never felt so ghastly (perhaps apt for Quasimodo) and 
all thought of running fell by the wayside. I lost nearly 
two months of running so by mid-February I was 
very worried until introduced to a local sports physio 
called Mel. She got me moving (pain free) again. What 
with this and extreme weather, the months leading up 
to VLM2018 have been far from plain sailing! 
Fundraising was another worry. As a charity place, 

I had pledged to raise at least £2000, an enormous 
sum of money. That alone caused many sleepless 
nights. I am so very grateful to all the folk of Membury 
and the Merrymakers who have contributed to a total 
which ended up more than double my original pledge. 
It has absolutely blown me away, thinking about the 
love and support, making it di   cult to breathe when 
out running. Thank you.
The week leading up to the actual event began with 

reports of weather. It looked as though it was going 
to be a hot one. hat’s an understatement  here 
was a fabulous thunderstorm with bright lightning the 
night before the race,  heard the fi rst birds sing whilst 
it was still dark and gave up on sleep by 0400hrs. I 
left my darling daddy’s house at 2 hrs and was 
standing on the station platform by 0630hrs – blue 
sky, already warm. The trains were full and the buzz 
was electric, station sta   were brilliant and the police 
presence was supportive and friendly. I arrived at 
London Bridge and followed the streaming throng of 
Lycra clad bodies towards the train for Greenwich. 
Nervous smiles and excited grins, jokes and talk of 
oy  we were all one body, embarking on something 
wonderful. 

People who have run hotter marathons in other climes 
said that this year’s ondon was harder but  have no 
comparison. I just know it was hard to get oxygen in 
and  felt as though  was gasping for air from the o  . 

The wildlife here is so successful because the park was 
created along the borehole watering points left by the 
Boer farmers in the early 1900s. The land was no good for 
cattle as it is a desert but the addition of the waterholes 
was a boon to the wildlife. Mainly we see springbok, oryx, 
wildebeest, lions, cheetah, eagles and goshawk. Luckily, we 
managed to see several snakes this visit – usually we see 
none! There are also loads of little rodents, those barking 
geckoes, lizards, and tortoises. We only see the nocturnal 
springhares (a cat-sized gerbil like creature) and porcupines 
if we take a ranger driven night drive. But we did have an 
outstanding view of a large male honey badger.   

They are really comical and trot along as though going for 
a leisurely fun run. When hunting for food they dig like a 
being possessed with sand  ung everywhere. his chap had 
an entourage of a Pale Chanting Goshawk (elegant in slate 
grey and coral beak and long legs) and a Black Backed 
Jackal (in tan and black). They were hoping to cash in on 
the badger’s foraging and certainly did  mainly insects. 
Further down the road, a pride of 7 lions was drawing the 
other tourists but we stayed with the badger for over half 
an hour. The lions were 2 large black-maned males and 5 
females. One couple were in full mating mode - yes, every 
15 - 20 minutes. The full monty!

We like to stay in the 4 x 4 bush camps as there are no 
perimeter fences and the wildlife saunters though the camp. 
There are visitors record books and so we read what we 
missed e.g. a leopard visiting the tent at night.

Luckily, we had several periods of heavy rain - yes, good 
news because the  owers arrive   uorescent yellow in one 
area, the next pale pink lilies like Nerines. Glorious! Good for 
the rodents, too. Numbers go up and so the predators like 
ackals, Wild Cats along with the  ying raptors have a time 
of bounteous feasting. The game certainly looked plumb 
and sleek. Unfortunately, we hardly saw any cheetah in our 
2 weeks  previously we’d seen 2  plus. till, the barking 
geckoes did it for me. A truly fantastic trip and so easily 
organised on line via sanparks.co.za.

Travellers’ Tales  - cont. Travellers’ Tales - on foot!
The London Marathon from Kirsten Mcllroy
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Building a House with a Film Crew in Tow
from Elizabeth Tetlow
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Having a microphone fitted involved a quick threading of wires 
up and down inside clothes and into the back pocket with a 
discreet attachment clipped near the neck.  At that point, it was 
wise to remember that every noise and uttered word could be on 
tape and potentially broadcast to the nation – quite a sobering 
thought! A careless remark or cutting comment was definitely 
not advisable and, once there was a usable bathroom to visit, 
remembering to remove the microphone first was essential!

Regrettably, there was no camera crew with us on the day 
my mobile ‘phone slipped slowly out of the top pocket of my 
overalls and into the newly-opened pot of primer as I bent over 
to stir it whilst up on the highest layer of scaffolding. They did, 
however, capture many of the humorous exchanges and banter 
that took place. They often remarked that our building site was a 
happy place to be. This, they said, was often not the case when 
they filmed at other building projects where tension and tempers 
could run high.

The final filming day, when the building was near to 
completion, went by at a furious pace. An even larger crew 
arrived with three people operating a jib with a boom mounted 
camera on top. A drone was used to capture some remarkable 
aerial shots.  A stills photographer spent the entire day taking 
photographs both inside and outside the house.  A convoy of 
vehicles had to be hidden down the drive. Editors and sub-
editors, producers and sound recordists, cameramen and 
camerawomen, interviewers and runners – the house was nearly 
bursting. Their coffee machine couldn’t take the strain and gave 
up the ghost. I leant them ours but on its return to me, I realised 
it, too, was never going to be the same again. 

All of this could have been very intrusive and positively 
annoying but we never found it so.  Every person involved in the 
filming of the construction of our house was utterly professional, 
efficient, considerate and best of all, charming and interesting. 
Whether the whole process was of interest is for others to judge. 
For ourselves, we have an intricate and entertaining permanent 
record of the construction which shows that regeneration 
and new design in our countryside can improve it rather than 
threaten it.  The reaction to the programme has been simply 
overwhelming and heart-warming.  Most of all, we hope that our 
brilliant team from the Blackdown Hills will prosper from their 
exposure on national TV.   

Ancient and Modern
Building a new home in open countryside in an area of 

outstanding natural beauty is controversial. Planning permission 
is rarely granted. When it is, the building has to be of exceptional 
architectural merit, innovative and improve its surroundings. 
We wanted to share our experience of achieving these aims, 
showing how our environment can be improved by imaginative 
design. Protecting ancient countryside does not mean that it 
has to be preserved in aspic. It can move forward, regenerate 
and enhance itself. We also wanted to share this conviction and 
the Planning Committee agreed and made it a condition that we 
made the process of our build public. The producers of Grand 
Designs felt that our journey through this experience would be 
of interest and we hoped it might help to encourage and inspire 
others. So, we decided to embrace this extra challenge and 
invited the film crew to join us for the next two and a half years.

Building a home is one of life’s great challenges and it must 
be admitted that it can be a stressful experience. It is all-
consuming, laborious, engrossing, strenuous, exhausting, but 
most of all, exciting. To do it with a house that is testing new 
technology, that is organic in its shape and curved both in 
section and in plan, takes all of these things to another level. 
Doing all that and being followed by a TV film crew at the same 
time was only going to add to the excitement and challenge.  

The film crew wanted to capture the progress of the build 
from start to finish. We became used to a core group of 
programme-makers arriving and setting up their equipment for 
the day, whatever the weather. In driving rain, wind, sun and 
nearly always muddy, they spent the day on site, talking to our 
great skilled trades-people, our architect and contractors and 
interviewing many of them. Filming started with the concept 
on the bare site. It continued with concrete being pumped 
onto foundations, the manufacturing process of the curving, 
structural English larch glued and laminated beams, glulams, at 
the factory in Crediton and a trip to the Eden Project from where 
we had taken inspiration. Every detail of 
the unique roof was captured and some 
of the decorative elements that would be 
incorporated both within the house and 
as part of the roof covering were included. 
The film crew became as much a part of 
the build process as the construction team. 
There was a great sense of teamwork 
with building craftsmanship and skilled TV 
production working hand in hand.   

On selected days, a much larger team 
than usual arrived, along with extra sound 
recordists, camera men or women and 
location assistants or “runners,” aptly 
named for all their running around, doing all 
the odd jobs, holding umbrellas, fetching 
batteries, setting up coffee and tea stations 
and taking orders for the important lunch-
time food from local hostelries.  Some shots 
were re-done over and over again, with 
different lights and from different positions.  
Attention to detail was unbelievably 
rigorous. The site needs to quieten down 
a little when an interview is scheduled. At 
times, three or four different radios could 
be playing music around the building and 
often they were tuned to different stations. 
There was also singing!  A runner would 
politely request a reduction in volume at the 
required time.  

Competitive Rates

Tree Climbing / Dismantling / Felling

Hedge Trimming / Laying

Pruning of Fruit Trees

Garden Clearance

All Types of Fencing
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o  ust one of our intrepid 
magazine distributors, delivering the 
Spring issue!
Thanks to you all for your 

resolution and commitment, beyond 
the call of duty.

My group crossed the start line at 
1044hrs by which time Mo Fara had 
about half an hour to go before he 
fi nished, but  can say  ran in the 
same race as Mo and that holds 
great kudos with my students! 

The sun shone and the crowds 
were amazing. At no point along 
the route was it quiet, at no point 
was there a lack of support. The 
marshals worked tirelessly and 
the presence of the t ohn’s 
Ambulance (tents at frequent points 
and people on bicycles, cycling back 
and forth) made me feel secure. 
Music pulsed through the air from 
people’s houses, pubs and from 
live bands. People would call out 
my name and I would struggle not 
to cry. Everything you hear about 
the London experience is true, it 
is mostly incredible but it is also 
very hard. My dark miles were 
between 9 and 14, before 9 I was 
simply euphoric and determined 
and excited...I kept squeaking and 
cheering and chatting with other 
runners. I had seen my beautiful 
Flora and Jason at the Cutty Sark 
(mile 6) and one of my best friends, 
Kerry, at mile 7. By mile 8 there 
was no water at the water station 
but I still had some in my bottle 
so  wasn’t worried. here was no 
water at mile 9, either, so my run/
walk strategy became a walk for 
safety. By mile 10, there was still 
no water and I felt scared. I had a 
horrid sensation that I was running 
on bubble wrap.  won’t describe 
the moments when one blister 
burst at mile 17 and another at 
24!) By mile 11, water stations had 
been replenished but by then I was 
painfully aware of how far there was 
yet to go and how sore my feet were 
feeling.

It felt excellent to cross London 
Bridge with song and cheer and 
rhythm in the air  to look up at the 
structure and marvel at where I 
was. It was a moment in time that 
will never be taken. Other moments 
that will live forever include running 
past the Tower of London, passing 
a church that was ringing its bells to 
lift the spirits of the runners, passing 
the statue of Winston Churchill, 

Parliament, Westminster and 
thinking ’m nearly there - my feet 
are in bits but ’m nearly there ’

urning onto he Mall   can’t 
put that into words. Tears 
are falling as I write because 
suddenly, after eleven months 
of knowing and over six hours 
of run/walking, I was about to 
fi nish one of the most intense 
experiences of my life and I 
couldn’t uite believe it. 

The medal was put over my 
head and my heart fi lled with 
indescribable joy. This was my 
prize, my reward for months of 
running in the wind and rain, 
enduring the longest run of my 
life to date (probably ever, but 
that’s the weird thing...) 

I could not have done it without 
my friends and family. You are 
my friends and family. Flora and 
Jason have put up with me for 
months then fi nally they gave 
their day to weaving in and out of 
crowds, umping on and o   trains 
and buses, walking for miles 
to be there at various points 
along the route only for me to go 
straight past them! 

It was extraordinary and I loved 
it. Truly, madly, deeply loved it.

ARTIC EXPLORER?
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from Bill & Anne Sheppard

Packing for a holiday abroad is normally straightforward. The 
aeroplane weight rules dictate most of what you take. Packing 
for a caravan holiday in the UK normally results in packing 
everything but the kitchen sink. Packing for a holiday on a canal 
barge, having never been on one, presented a lot of: 

“Shall we take this”?  

“What about this”? 

“Put it in, we can always take it out later.’ So with minimum 
clothing, but maximum victuals, we set off on March 3rd, 
taking in bed and breakfast ready to board the canal barge: 
‘Better Than Ever’ numbered 96, berthed at Whixall Marina, 
Shropshire the following day. We were to meet our sister Sue 
and brother-in-law David, and the dog Aisha at the Marina to 
sort the victuals and register with the office to be told what time 
‘Better than Ever’ would be ready. The Marina was quiet, a few 
swans in the water adding to the holiday atmosphere, and only 
‘Better than Ever’ berthed up on the jetty. A couple of cups of 
tea, victuals topped up, beer, wine, spirits ready to load and a 
half hour to wait to board and go. Finally Whixall staff gave 
us the all-clear and we loaded, changed into nautical clothing, 
donned the Captain’s and First Mate’s hats and set off for our 
first port of call: Ellesmere, probably no more than five miles 
down the canal but it was gonna take three/four hours to get 
there. Yep! we weren’t gonna break any speed records but the 
lovely chug chug of the engine, although soporific to start with 
became a splendid companion. During the journey victuals 
were stowed, clothes rearranged, dog’s bed organised and food 
prepared for the evening meal. Ellesmere was finally reached 
and we berthed up long enough to collect drinking water from 
the supermarket just off the jetty. Here we met many other 
boaters and it was clear that this boating lark was an ‘all age’ 
holiday as the age of the boaters ranged from children as young 
as two weeks to old fogy types like us in their dotage. Underway 
again on a sunny, warm and pleasantly windless evening we 
travelled for an hour into the country and moored up for the 
evening. There was no-one about, just a few sheep and cows for 
company. I thought that if this was to be the norm, then what a 
super relaxing few days we were in for! 

The following day, after breakfast, we got underway for our 
final destination of Llangollen in Wales. Mark you, at three 
miles per hour maximum this was going to take a couple of 
days. I was taught the rudimentary tasks of ‘Lifting Bridges’ 
and ‘manoeuvring through locks’. The camaraderie at these 
points was fantastic. Tales of Kingfishers, Heron’s catching 
fish by Olympic-type diving and other boaters stuck on the 
mud – Wow - and the joviality with walkers and bikers on the 
tow-path always embarrassed us as they walked, ran and cycled 

faster than we did - an odd sensation. Mooring up a couple of 
times a day for meals on the tow path was great fun, all self-
service from the galley, there being no pubs on this route. We 
were all excited about passing over an aquaduct, the boaters on 
the return journeys helping build our feeling of awe, as it was 
a one barge, one way, system and two hundred and thirty feet 
from water to ground. (Some of our crew decided that they 
would lock themselves below with the dog and just read.) The 
aquaduct was certainly awesome. Designed by Brunel, this 
piece of engineering had been built and first used in 1802 and 
the original sealing between the lengths of steel was still there. 
It had been boiled in sugar and was guaranteed to last forever. 
I thought, as long as it lasts until we come back that is all that 
matters!

Arriving in Llangollen we were met with the most horrendous 
‘din’. Unknown to us, it was the annual ‘Motor Cycle’ Rally, huge 
stage, rock music, scramble racing, displays of every type from 
owls to rabbits, and a carnival atmosphere. A crew huddle took 
place and we decided to stay. The overnight fee for the barge, 
including water and electricity was excellent at £6. Luckily, the 
cacophony of sound shut down in the evening and we were able 
to sleep peacefully. 

Llangollen was a town totally set up to take your money: 
lively, full of holiday trinkets, food stalls everywhere; children 
loved it, but I have a feeling parents weren’t so keen. The 
motor-cycle Rally provided surprises, like the Penny Farthing 
motor bike, the six-wheeled motor bike, Ducatis, Harleys of 
every size and shape, bikes from 1937 onwards, all adding to 
the noise. Mind you, I admired those who rode no-handed 
standing on the saddles, showing off. Children as young 
as five/six were riding in the arena in total control as they 
competed on the course set out for them -magic!

On our return journey, the weather was all over the place, 
from an ice storm when we had a quarter inch of ice covering 
the helmsman and deck, to rain, sunshine and wind. But, hey! 
This is boating (so I am told). Our arrival back at the Marina, 
the night before we were due to hand  ‘Better than Ever’ back, 
was a sad time but we showered and put on some decent 
clothes, got in the car and headed for a pub called The Sun for 
a meal and beverage or two. This was weird, now moving at 30 
miles per hour, eyes totally confused.

 At 9.30 on Friday 11th we had our boat inspection, 
handed her over to the Marina and tearfully left for home, a 
journey involving sitting in traffic on the M5 for three hours, 
because of an accident, but you know what? The three miles per 
hour had set us up for this dawdling so we weren’t too bothered. 
Would I go again? Most emphatically Yes! ‘Better Than Ever’ 
was the right name for the barge as it fitted in with the holiday 
being Better than Ever.
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X Summer Recipe 
from Patricia Bruzon

Thursday is market day in Axminster, which is great 
if you want to buy something di  erent.  have been 
going into Axminster every Thursday since I moved to 
Membury because I joined the Country Market, which has 
become a huge interest for me both as a cook and on the 
administration of the organisation which celebrates its 
centenary in 2019. Whilst I am in Axminster, I like to visit 
the main market as early as I can escape from the Country 
Market in order to  get some of the lovely organic bread 
from Leakers before it all sells out. Next I am tempted by 
the vegetable stall, where I always buy far too much, and 
fi nally a trip to the fi sh shop and the butchers completes 
my little Thursday foray, although I often manage to go to 
Ganesha whole foods because they are so lovely in there, 
and the place is like an laddin’s cave of temptation.  
enjoy this shopping experience because not only do I 
acquire lovely food, I meet great people who make time 
to chat even when there is a queue of people waiting to 
be served. The thing is that the shopkeepers look after 

the customer, 
particular the 
veggies, as they 
call themselves 
on the Christmas 
cards they 
give everyone 
on the last 
market before 
Christmas. I 
admit I do buy 
some rather 
large quantities 
to keep my 
jam making 
going (another 
obsession)  but they are so kind and helpful, it is just so 
di  erent to traipsing round the supermarket, which sadly 
cannot really be avoided either.

 I would like to share a recipe which evolved following 
one of my usual Thursday trips. I had bought some great 
chunks of hake cutlets, and then found myself tempted 
by various vegetables (the aubergines were irresistible, 
especially as they were a real bargain) but the most 
beautiful item was the large fennel bulb which I simply 
had to buy. I have had braised fennel which is perfectly 
pleasant, but I found a recipe for Hake with a fennel 
and apple salad and a green sauce made with anchovy 
and parsley. I had to adapt it since I had lost my parsley 
patch, there was no thyme in the herb bed and himself 
really does not like tarragon, which the recipe specifi ed. 
However, recipes are written to be adapted to ingredients 
available, so smooth sauce and salad were going to be 
combined into something akin but not totally identical to 
the original recipe. It worked, so here it is, in quantities 
enough for two.

lice half a fennel bulb very fi nely, put into a serving dish, 
add half an apple cut into match sticks, parsley fi nely 
chopped (if you have any), chopped avocado, a couple 
of cloves of  chopped garlic, a tin of anchovies plus the 
oil, a few capers, some olives sliced in quarters, the juice 
and zest of an orange. Add a few croutons and you will 
have the most delicious refreshing salad you can imagine. 
Serve this with pan-fried hake and you have a real feast. 
Preparation time  fi fteen minutes. kill content  if you can 
use a sharp knife, you will have no problem making this.

Here is another tip, with apologies to our vegetarian 
friends. Use beef skirt to make a delicious slow cooked 
beef casserole. Simply chop up the beef into strips (one 
beef skirt,  available from the butcher, weighs about a 
pound). Add an onion, garlic, some fried bread croutons, 
a carrot or two, a little fi nely chopped celery, a couple of 
tomatoes, mushrooms and a can of stout. Cover and cook 
really slowly for a couple of hours till tender. It is delicious 
and, again, as long as you can hold a knife to chop a few 
vegetables and the meat, it is really simple. Serve with 
mashed potato to help soak up the lovely gravy. 

GARDEN OPEN 

for the 
National Garden Scheme

Cleave Hill, Membury

Saturday 30th June & 
Sunday 1st July

11am – 5pm 

Light Lunches and Teas Available. 
Dogs welcome on leads.
National Garden Scheme 

supports a variety of charities 
such as Marie Curie, Macmillan 

Cancer Care and Help the Hospices.
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NAT’S RAMBLINGS

from Nat Bruzon
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Today did not start at all well. There I was, at ten in the morning, 
doing my bit to help with the housework by dusting in the sitting 
room, when I hear Patricia shouting from the kitchen.

 “ I’m taking a chicken out for lunch.” I was cross. I really was.  
“Where are the two of you going, River Cottage?  Don’t worry about 
me, I’ll make do with a sandwich.”  It’s not the first time, you know. 
She’s been out to lunch with friends before, and now she is resorting 
to going out with poultry, leaving me to make do with a sandwich.

I know what it’s all about. She’s jealous of the fact that I won 
‘Masterchef -- Sandwich Maker ‘ (see Spring 2017 edition of the 
Mercury’) and now delights at every opportunity she can get to say, 
“You’re so good at making sandwiches that I am sure you’d love to 
stay in and make yourself a special one.”

Eventually it became clear that the chicken was being taken out 
of the freezer and not out to lunch, and I told her that she must 
be careful with her phraseology in the future. This morning’s little 
episode made me think of annoying choice of words that many 
people use. Let me ask you this: - What is the most annoying and 
senseless question that you have heard people ask? Before you 
answer, let me tell you my choice. You are chatting to a friend, and 
mention casually that you are off on holiday next month. Statistics 
show that 99.5 % of people reply with the following question to you:

“ Going anywhere nice?” Admit it! We’ve all done it.What is the 
point of that question? What reply do you expect? Perhaps

   “No, just a couple of weeks to a little hotel in Chernobyl.” Or

 “No, just a week’s sun bathing in the Sahara. We’ll take some 
sun cream, of course.” Surely, it must be obvious to anyone with half 
an ounce of brain that when you spend your hard-earned cash on 
a holiday, you will have planned to go ‘somewhere nice’ or at least 
somewhere that you are pretty confident will be nice. My belief is that 
the offending question is a trick. Everyone is afraid to ask straight 
out ‘where are you going?’ for fear of appearing inquisitive, and they 
hope that the question will make you divulge your destination - -

“Patricia, your brother’s on the phone wanting to know if we are 
going somewhere nice for our holidays next year. They’re going 
somewhere nice themselves, so they don’t want to end up in the 
same place. I’ll tell him we are going somewhere that’s NOT nice, 
shall I?”

I read in the paper yesterday that a certain supermarket was 
insisting on proof of age before selling fruit. To be precise, it was 
only required for the purchase of Kiwi Fruit, and the minimum age 
for such purchases was that of 25 years. I found this hard to believe, 
and on reading further I discovered that at a recent concert by a 
singer called Harry Styles, the young audience had joyfully slung 
Kiwi Fruits on stage when Styles sang a song with the name of that 
fruit in the lyrics. As a further concert was due the following day, the 
supermarket placed the ban to prevent the singer from coming to 
harm. The age was chosen on the basis that no-one over 24 was 
likely to attend such a gig. Since then, it has been reported that 
Harry’s next single, a cover version of ‘Water Melon Man’ has been 
cancelled.

To finish off this ‘extra rambling’ version of my column I shall give 
you all some advice on the value of wonderful inventions. In answer 
to a survey on ‘Which do you consider the most important invention 
ever?’  the winner was Electricity. Runner up was Television. 
However - and this is where my advice comes in - I disagree 
wholeheartedly with the above two responses. My choice for the 
most important invention of all time - and I urge you to vote for it 
with me when the survey comes round to our area - is VENETIAN 
BLINDS ! And do you know why I wholeheartedly recommend this 
choice ? Because without venetian blinds it would be ‘CURTAINS’ for 
all of us.

As I come to the end of my article dedicated mainly to annoying 
choice of words I shall finish off with the phrase ‘Just filling in’ when 
explaining that you are doing a job normally done by someone else. 
For example you are walking respectfully in the cemetery when you 
come across a man holding a spade. 

“Are you the regular grave digger?” you politely ask.  

“No”, says the man with the spade, ‘I’m just filling in.’

P.S. When I put my clock back last week, it fell off the coffee 
table.....!?  

HEARTFELT THANKS   
from Keith Griffin

I would like to offer my sincere 
thanks to all my friends who 
sent me best wishes, cards, 

magazines and prayers 
during my enforced stay at 

Hammersmith Hospital recently.
It all started with an 

appointment as an outpatient 
at the Nuffield Hospital for an 
exploratory angiogram and 

ended up four weeks later with 
me being discharged from 
the Hammersmith Hospital 

after having a quadruple heart 
bypass and a pacemaker. 

I’m pleased to say I’m well on 
way to a full recovery and, once 

again, many thanks for your 
support. 
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I was rambling on last time about 
going somewhere nice’ for our 
holidays, so when I had this wonderful 
idea, I could not wait to tell Patricia. 

 here’s a cruise advertised for 
November to see the Northern Lights. 
Everyone says it is a wonderful 
e perience.  Patricia’s reaction was 
swift and uncompromising. 

 ou can’t stand short days and 
long nights. At that time in Norway, 
there are only five hours of daylight, 
and it will be freezing cold. Is that 
your idea of a nice holiday?” I was 
stunned  ut no   would  give up 
that easily. 

ut you don’t understand,   
replied, t will be really e citing. t’s 
not like a lu ury cruise for softies, it’s 
on a urtigruten’ working ship, and 
’m sure we will be allowed to help the 
crew to load and unload.” 

Patricia started to walk away, but 
stopped, turned around. With a glint in 
her eyes that did not bode at all well, 
she hissed, 

“So, you want us to spend our hard 
earned holiday in cramped quarters, 
frozen to death, mostly in the dark, 
just for the chance we MIGHT see the 
Aurora Borealis?”

ou’ve got it all wrong,   whispered 
(no point in shouting). “Why do 
you always pour scorn on my 
suggestions  uick as a ash,

ou’re lucky that’s all ’m pouring on 
them. ou don’t even know why the 
lights are called the urora orealis’, 
do you?”

I thought I had better put her right 
on a few things in a last ditch attempt 
to persuade her. I explained that 
Hurtigruten guaranteed us another 
cruise, totally free, if we did NOT see 
the Northern Lights during our cruise. 

hat didn’t work. he complained that 
she would not want a second dose of 
freezing in the pitch black, thank you 
very much. So, I changed tack and 
went all knowledgeable. 

 don’t much like your pronunciation 
of the technical term for the Northern 
Lights, but I most certainly know its 
origin.   had decided to blu  my way 
out of this one.) “Hundreds of years 
ago, there were these two Norwegian 
girls, who lived up north in Norway. 

Life in those days was boring for young 
ladies, and in order to relieve the tedium 
of the day, they would sit on little hillocks, 
opposite each other each evening and wave 
aming torches around to attract the night 

insects. The girls were called Aurora and 
Alice. The townsfolk soon began to notice 
these odd lights every night and word of 
their appearances sped far and wide.

It took a long time for people to discover 
the cause of these northern lights. By then, 
interest had spread so far that tourists 
had begun to ood into the country to 
see them. When the locals found out that 
Aurora and her sister Alice were responsible 
they all agreed that these lights would 
continue permanently as they were good 
for the tourist trade. So they named these 
mysterious lights after the young ladies, 
and because Alice was a particularly boring 
person, the lights were o cially called the 

urora, oring lice ights.  Patricia’s 
initial name for the lights was, of course 
mispronounced.)I have to admit that Patricia 
began to laugh when  had finished, not - 
she hastened to add - because she thought 
my tale funny, but because, in her own 
words,

“I have never heard such rubbish in all my 
life!”   

Huh, little does she know! If seeing stupid 
lights is good for the holiday business, I am 
going to o er two nights’ bed and breakfast 
for people who want to see my “Upstairs 
Lights,” with a guarantee that they can 
come again if they don’t see the lights, due 
to, say, a power cut. Oh, and as it will be 
a working’ holiday, they can do their own 
washing up after Patricia’s delicious cooked 

breakfast. ’d better check it out with her. 
“P_A_T_R_I_C_I_A!!”

An odd thing happened when I went 
to the surgery this morning to collect a 
prescription. There were lots of people 
there, and at first  thought there might 
be a half price sale on. But no, it was just 
people patiently waiting to collect their 
medicines. I have noticed, I am pleased to 
say, that no-one complains about delays 
or asks the sta  behind the windows if 
it’s going to take all day. uite right  he 
zero tolerance to sta  abuse notice by the 
window is enough to keep everyone quiet 
in case they are misunderstood. But then I 
saw that another notice had appeared on 
the wall which I had not seen before headed 
P  C F .’  Please do 

not stand too close to the persons in front 
and behind you in the queue to protect their 
confidentiality when they speak about their 
prescription. r words to that e ect).

I had been chatting to my friend Barry 
who was just in front of me, and I realised 
that due to the number of people there 
we were uncomfortably close to each 
other. I pointed the notice out to him, and 
we panicked! Fearful of instant arrest, we 
moved away from each other with the 
result that everyone in front and behind 
us had to follow suit, so that there was 
a gap of at least two feet between each 
customer. The one at the back was 
crushed against the reception counter and 
the one at the front had his head inside the 
pharmacy window. A bit uncomfortable, I 
suppose, but at least we all had that warm 
glow which comes from knowing that we 
were keeping to the rules.

Nat’s Ramblings
from Nat Bruzon
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 What a strange year it’s been so far, so many huge things 
happening to the environment, too big to comprehend, 
massive flooding in India and Pakistan, very hot weather in 
Europe leading to drought and fires, flooding caused by the 
largest typhoons ever seen across the whole Caribbean and 
into America, amazing fires in California etc etc. But it only 
takes half a dozen months to pass and we have forgotten 
these big newsworthy events. 

 So it was odd reading about a really big event now no 
longer remembered. An earthquake struck Japan on Friday, 
March 11th, 2011. It was the fourth largest in the history 
of seismology. It knocked the earth 6 and a half inches off 
its axis, moving Japan 4 metres nearer to America. In the 
tsunami that followed, more than 18,000 people were killed. 
At its peak, the water was 40 meters high inland and caused 
the meltdown of three nuclear reactors at the Fukushima 
Daiichi power station, total cost so far 210b dollars!!! So what 
do we think when we read or hear such things? It’s too much 
for most people, so we just move on and wait for the “next 
big thing,”  be it Brexit or Donald Trump - bet we never forget 
those!  

 On a lighter note I also read that many words are no 
longer used by the young amongst us and may be deleted 
from various publications as a result, including lots of wild 
flowers and animals, an example of flowers being Primrose. 
When a group of up to 14- year-olds were asked to name 
a British bird with a blue head with red on it, they came up 
with Mocking Bird; but they could name all the Pokemons - I 
had to Google that! So you see, no-one knows everything!!!! 
Meanwhile, good old Membury slowly becomes Mudbury  
again for four months and my mobility scooter becomes 
stuck until spring!!!  
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Tel: 01392 201210

JUST ANOTHER YEAR!!!!!
from Derek Eade

 A SELECTION OF PUNS FROM MIKE BELL
 1.  She was only a whisky maker, but he loved her still.
 2.  A rubber-band pistol was confiscated from an algebra   
 class because it was a weapon of math disruption.
3.  The butcher backed into the meat grinder and got a little  
 behind in his orders.
4.  No matter how much you push the envelope, it’ll still be   
 stationery.
5.  Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie.
6.  A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police  
 are looking into it.
7.  Atheism is a non-prophet organisation.
8.  Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. 
     One said to the other, You stay here  I’ll go on a head .
9.  A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab centre said: ‘Keep off  
 the Grass’.
10.  In democracy, it’s your vote that counts. In feudalism,   
 it’s your count that votes. MEMBURY MERCURY

DEADLINES 2018:
Spring 2018 Issue: Friday, February 2nd
Summer 2018 Issue: Friday, May 4th
Autumn 2018 issue: Friday, Aug 3rd

Winter 2018 Issue: Friday, November 2nd

CLUES ACROSS

6) House dealer (6, 5)
8) Chopper (3)
9) Arid (3)
10) Small child (7)
12) Daub (5)
13) Years of puberty (5)
14) Wooden shoes (5)
15) Theatrical production (5)
16) Label (5)
19) Demand action (3, 2)
20) Gains (7)
21) The lot (3)
23) Hack (3)
24) Tropical disease (6, 5)

CLUES DOWN

1) Utilise (3)
2) Greater (5)
3) Poor (5)
4) Wader (5)
5) Finish (3)
6) Very honourably (11)
7) Sender (11)
10) An angle (7)
11) Compensation (7)
17) 24 hourly (5)
18) Vistas (5)
19) Concur (5)
22) Shelter (3)
23) Lower turned edge (3)

CROSSWORD NO 6623
Solution at foot of inside front cover

CLUES ACROSS
7) Beak (4)
8) Easily deceived (8)
9) Solitary (8)
10) Lean (4)
11) Wonderful (5)
13) Attribute (7)
15) Get up and go (7)
17) Angry (5)
20) Spoken (4)
21) Macintosh (8)
23) Prospectors’ stam-
pede (4, 4)
24) Bread bun (4)

CLUES DOWN
1) Bathing area (4)
2) Arm container (6)
3) Bright and shiny (5)
4) Rooked (7)
5) Small porker (6)
6) Dead languages (8)
12) Hidden (8)
14) Demanding (7)
16) Sickness (6)
18) Honour (6)
19) Illumination (5)
22) Wheel turner (4)

Friends 
of the 

MERCURY from the Editorial Team 
Friends of the MERCURY are individuals or groups 

who wish to ensure that our magazine continues in 
its present format, and are willing to make a voluntary 
yearly contribution of  £15.00 or more to running costs, 
which have escalated over the past few years. With 
the benefi t of a yearly donation from the Parish Council 
and advertising fees, the main sponsor remains the 
MerryMakers, who manage the magazine’s fi nances and 
we sincerely thank them and those who have already 
signed up (listed below). It was heart-warming to receive 
your support in this way, and especially gratifying to 
receive our fi rst donation from a village club. We hope 
that there will be more of these. If you wish to join the 
Friends, please fi ll in the form below and leave it with 
your donation in the Mercury pigeonhole in the PO, or 
pass to Janet Andrew (treasurer to the MerryMakers.)

FRIENDS OF THE MERCURY 

Mike and Sarah Bell 
Mark & Caroline Bryers   
Nat Bruzon    
Sian & M. Clarke    
Sara Cranfi eld   
Ron & Judy Martin 
Helen and David Neill
Duncan & Barbara MacKinder
Bill and Anne Sheppard   
John & Penny Stevenson 
Elizabeth & Stephen Tetlow  
Richard and Jean Thomas   
Jo and Lawrence Clarke
Nick and Judy Simmons
Membury Short Mat Bowls Club
and  3 Friends who wish to remain anonymous
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Friends of the Mercury
Name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
email. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    tel no. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
I would like/would NOT like a yearly reminder 
(please delete as appropriate) 
I would prefer to remain anonymous 
(please underline, if appropriate) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES 
PAYABLE TO MEMBURY 

MERRYMAKERS

SUMMER   2018

Autumn 2018 Issue: Friday, Aug 3rd
Winter 2018 Issue: Friday, Nov 2nd
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SERVICE ADVERTISER TELEPHONE

Bed & Breakfast Challenger Farm B&B 01404 881 255
  Boiler Repair & Service David Reed 01297 443321

  Builders & Building Conservationist James Strong 07970 366 593
Car servicing, MOT , tyres Retter’s Garage 01460 66744

  Chimney sweep Alexander the Grate 01460 261156
Cleaning, Ironing/Pet Sitting Service Felicity Hartnell 01404 881640

  Co-operative market Axminster Country Market 01404 881 725
  Doctors Axminster Surgery

01297 32126  Electrical work Abron Electricals
01297 20212

Electrical & Security Installations Matrix 01460 221 884
Farm meat direct - Dexter beef New House Cottage, Furley 01404 881 330

  Fencing & hedgework RS Fencing 01404 881 317
  Food - Pub & Meeting Place Membury PO & Shop 01404 881 225

  Furniture restoration & polishing Manor Antiques 01404 891 571
  Garden services Bailhache 01297 678155
  Garden services Mike Walsh

07837 986370  Holiday cottages & some B&B Lea Hill
01404 881 881

  Holiday cottage rental Furley Cottages 01404 881 790
Kitchens The Hatchery Country Kitchens 01404 881472

MOT, discount tyres & repairs, servicing Retter’s Garage 01460 66744
  Re-surfacing paths, drives; gates RB Lawrence 01404 831 586

  Piano tuner William Young 01823 681 605

Plumbing & Heating & Aga/Rayburn
Barry Sidaway 01297 678 166Plumbing & Heating  Wet/Bathrooms
GK Plumbing 0789 634 457

  Post Office Membury PO & Stores 01404 881 225
  Sandblasting RB Lawrence 01404 831 586

  Stationery & Printing & Art materials Axminster Printing 01297 32266
Tree work & garden clearance Axe Tree Services 01297 631 256

  Tree & groundwork Ashculme Tree Surgeons 01823 353 302
  Tree Surgery & Garden services Bailhache 07747 804773

  Village Shop Membury PO & Stores 01404 881 225
  Picture Framing Drew Yapp 01404 881 556

  Windows, doors, fascias & conservatories Park Windows 01460 57367

101 - THE NEW NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER FOR DEVON AND CORNWALL POLICE. TEXTPHONE 18001 101 FOR THE DEAF, HARD OF 
HEARING OR SPEECH IMPAIRED.  ALWAYS CALL 999 IN AN EMERGENCY.

We thank our advertisers for their support. Please show your support by going ‘local’ and remember to tell 
them you saw their advert in the Membury Mercury.

FOR ADVERTISING THAT REALLY WORKS EMAIL: MEMBURYMERCURY@HOTMAIL.COM
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Bed & Breakfast Challenger Farm B&B 01404 881 255
  Boiler Repair & Service David Reed 01297 443321

  Builders & Building Conservationist James Strong 07970 366 593
Car servicing, MOT , tyres Retter’s Garage 01460 66744

  Chimney sweep Alexander the Grate 01460 261156
Cleaning, Ironing/Pet Sitting Service Felicity Hartnell 01404 881640

  Co-operative market Axminster Country Market 01404 881 725
  Doctors Axminster Surgery

01297 32126  Electrical work Abron Electricals
01297 20212

Electrical & Security Installations Matrix 01460 221 884
Farm meat direct - Dexter beef New House Cottage, Furley 01404 881 330

  Fencing & hedgework RS Fencing 01404 881 317
  Food - Pub & Meeting Place Membury PO & Shop 01404 881 225

  Furniture restoration & polishing Manor Antiques 01404 891 571
  Garden services Bailhache 01297 678155
  Garden services Mike Walsh

07837 986370  Holiday cottages & some B&B Lea Hill
01404 881 881

  Holiday cottage rental Furley Cottages 01404 881 790
Kitchens The Hatchery Country Kitchens 01404 881472

MOT, discount tyres & repairs, servicing Retter’s Garage 01460 66744
  Re-surfacing paths, drives; gates RB Lawrence 01404 831 586

  Piano tuner William Young 01823 681 605

Plumbing & Heating & Aga/Rayburn
Barry Sidaway 01297 678 166Plumbing & Heating  Wet/Bathrooms
GK Plumbing 0789 634 457

  Post Office Membury PO & Stores 01404 881 225
  Sandblasting RB Lawrence 01404 831 586

  Stationery & Printing & Art materials Axminster Printing 01297 32266
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  Tree & groundwork Ashculme Tree Surgeons 01823 353 302
  Tree Surgery & Garden services Bailhache 07747 804773

  Village Shop Membury PO & Stores 01404 881 225
  Picture Framing Drew Yapp 01404 881 556

  Windows, doors, fascias & conservatories Park Windows 01460 57367
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Contributions are welcomed for every issue and should be delivered to:
The Post Office & Stores, Membury or to our new email address: memburymercury@hotmail.com
Copy deadline for the SPRING issue is:- Friday, FEBRUARY 2nd 2018

COUNTY COUNCILLOR Iain Chubb 01297 35468
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR Paul Diviani 0797 143 3175
PARISH COUNCIL Chairman: Debbie Burrough 881 479 

Clerk: Stephanie Jones 01297 21462
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL Team Rector Rev’d Clive Sedgewick 01297 792120

clivesedgewick@yahoo.com
Team Vicar: Rev’d Geoffrey Walsh 01297 598361

Churchwardens: Mrs. Debbie Burrough 881 479
Margaret Steer 881 068

Treasurer: Marilyn Burrough 881 393
Team Administrator: Mrs. Rita Holt TBA

VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE Chairman: Richard Barrell 881 291
Secretary: Judy Martin 881 645
Treasurer: Simon Foster 881 787
Bookings: booking@memburyvh.org.uk 881 395

Village Hall Caretaker   Stuart Payne stu_jul_payne @hotmail.com
MEMBURY PRIMARY ACADEMY Head of School: Tracey Leganski 881 491

Senior Teacher: Emily Scriven
    — GOVERNORS Chairman: Jenny Beaman 881 828
    — PTFA Chairman: Chantelle Souttar 881 171
    — Parent & Toddler Group Contact: Naomi Taylor 01460 234000
MEMBURY MERRYMAKERS Chairman: Nigel Cook 881 129

Treasurer: Jason Hawkes 07958 727121
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION Axminster David Warner 881 584
FOOTPATH WARDEN Bill Foster 881 685

CLUBS & SOCIETIES —
  ARTS & CRAFTS Jean Foster 881 685
  BADMINTON Ron Craddock 881 492
  BELL RINGING Mark Shepherd 881 647
  FLOWER SHOW Chairman: Christine Symington 881 446

Secretary: Marie Tasker 881 364
  HISTORY SOCIETY Chair: Mike Capper 881 600
  LIKE MINDS Margaret Bulpitt 881 719
PLAYING FIELD Chair Joy Yapp 881 556

  SHORT MAT BOWLS Secretary: Janet Andrew 881 036
  SING FOR YOUR HEALTH Tutor: Richard Barrell 881 291

INFORMATION
ALL NUMBERS ARE ON THE STOCKLAND EXCHANGE [01404] UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

USEFUL NUMBERS           MEMBURY PARISH WEB SITE .....................  www.membury.org.uk  
 MP …. Neil Parish 01395 233503    POLICE Non-Emergency …. 101       Citizens Advice Bureau …. 01392 201210
Membury Post Office …. 881 225      Samaritans …. 01392 411711      Axminster HOSPITAL …. 01297 630400    

DOCTOR …. 01297 32126      PHARMACY ..... 01297 32126 (as Surgery) and select option 2.     
        Axminster Library …. 01297 32693         Blackdown Hills Business Association …. 01823 680681     

 Parish Emergency Officer [Ron Martin] .... 881645     Village Hall Caretaker [Stuart Payne] …. 01297 792437 

memburymercury@hotmail.com memburymercury@hotmail.com

John Hodge
stu_jul_payne@hotmail.com

Jill Bellamy
Janet Andrew

881641
881036

Jane Liddicoat 881862

881837

01297 792437

AUTUMN 3rd August 2018

Emily Churchill

Western Power ... 0800 6783105

TBC




