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Membury Parish Council 

 
Clerk to the Council: 
Mrs S C J Jones 
50 Norcombe Court 
Harbour Road 
Seaton 
EX12 2XN 
Tel: 01297 21462 
Email: clerk@membury.eastdevon.gov.uk  
 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in Membury Village Hall on  
Monday 10th April 2017 at 7.30pm 

 
PRESENT: D Burrough (Parish Council Chairman), Stephanie Jones (Clerk) and 22 Parishioners. 
 
APOLOGIES: Cllr R Foster, Cllr S Foster, Cllr Andrew Moulding (Devon CC). Cllr Paul Diviani (EDDC), PCSO 
Hayley Widger and Mrs S Wallace. 
 
17/036  Welcome and introduction by Councillor Mrs Deborah Burrough 
Cllr Debbie Burrough welcomed everyone to the 2017 Annual Parish Meeting. Although the meeting is 
arranged and chaired by the Parish Council it is not a Parish Council meeting, but a meeting when parish 
affairs are discussed, and everyone present can take part and ask questions.  
 
17/037 To receive and resolve as a correct record the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 
12th April 2016 
It was resolved that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 12th April 2016 were signed as a 
true and accurate record. 
 
17/038 Matters arising from the last meeting that are not an agenda item 
No questions or comments were raised relating to the minutes from the last Annual Parish Meeting held 
on Tuesday 12th April 2016. 
 
17/039 To receive the Police Report 
PCSO Hayley Widger was unable to attend the Annual Parish Meeting and had sent her apologies. For the 
period 1st March to 31st March 2017 no crimes had been reported for Membury. For the period 1st 
February to 28th February one car theft in Yarcombe was reported. During 2016 ten crimes had been 
reported.  
 
17/040 To receive report from County Councillor Andrew Moulding 
A written report was received from Councillor Andrew Moulding which is copied below. No questions or 
comments were raised relating to his report. 
 
I am pleased to present my annual report as County Councillor for the Axminster Division. This will be my 
last report as County Councillor for Membury, as I am not standing for election in May, having served the 
parish for the past 8 years. I will still continue at East Devon, where I have been a District Councillor for 
30 years. In my last year as a County Councillor, I have been privileged to be Chairman of Devon County 
Council. This is a delightful role as I attend civic events all over Devon, amounting to three or four 
engagements each week. This has included a number of royal visits, with more to come I believe.  
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New Electoral Arrangements 
The County Council elections in May will be subject to the new electoral arrangements with Membury 
being in a division of 21 rural parishes, stretching from Whimple in the west to Chardstock in the east. 
 
County Council Budget 
The Devon County Council Budget meeting took place recently, which I chaired and went on for about 
four hours! This was obviously a difficult budget for County. There is a reduction in core funding of £23m. 
The basic increase in Council Tax will remain at 2%, but there are new powers to increase the Social Care 
precept by 3%. Councils will lose part of their New Homes Bonus. Devon County Council will need to use 
part of its reserves to balance the budget. Savings of a further £37m will be required in 2018/2019. So 
DCC’s Council Tax increase this year will be just under 5%. WE WILL ALL FEEL IT IN OUR POCKETS! 
 
Axminster Hospital 
Last year I reported that Axminster Hospital had lost its inpatient beds. We were all devastated by that 
decision. We now know that inpatient beds will be withdrawn from Seaton and Honiton - so the nearest 
hospital for the discharge of patients from Wonford will be Sidmouth. However, progress with the 
creation of a “hub” hospital at Axminster is making headway. I am pleased to report that I am a member 
of the Axe Valley Community Social Care Hub Steering Group which is challenging the data on which the 
decision has been made and which aims to support the provision of a range of health and social care 
services within Axminster Hospital. 
 
Highway Maintenance / Parishes Together Fund  
I must congratulate Councillor Simon Foster for the work he has carried out relating to ditches, drainage 
and gulley’s in Membury. I trust that Skanska, the new highways contractor, will perform satisfactorily to 
overcome impending problems and that the money allocated through the Parishes Together Fund will 
assist with further works on ditches and drainage.  
 
I wish you all well as I vacate my position as your County Councillor 
 
Councillor Andrew Moulding – April 2017 
 
17/041 To receive report from District Councillor Paul Diviani 
Cllr Diviani had sent his apologies as he was attending meetings in London. Monthly reports are received 
from Cllr Diviani which are circulated to all Councillors giving details of news from both County and 
District Councils.  
 
17/042 to receive the Chairman of the Parish Council’s Annual Report 
Cllr Debbie Burroughs’ report is copied below. 
 
We have had a busy year dealing with all aspects of the council work for our community. In the past year 
Mr Harry Tennant passed away. He had been on the Parish Council for many years and had only given up 
being Chairman two years ago. Harry had lived in Membury for many years and had given a lot of time to 
parish affairs. We are thankful for all he did. Mr Douglas Hull’s wife, Joy, also passed away in the year. 
She attended functions in Membury with her husband when he was the County Councillor. A big thank 
you to her and Douglas for attending all the functions in Membury when he was the County Councillor. 
 
A big thank you to Cllr Andrew Moulding who has often attended our council meetings. Andrew is now 
retiring from being a County Councillor which he has been for the past eight years. He has been very 
helpful on knowing many answers to questions asked at meetings and will be missed. I would like to 
thank Andrew of behalf of Membury Parish Council for all he has done for the parish. 
 
Membury is now in a new county division of parish councils named Whimple and Blackdown. This division 
consists of twenty one councils so the likelihood of the new County Councillor having time to attend our 
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meetings will be doubtful. Cllr Paul Diviani is still our District Councillor and will be able to help and advise 
if required. I would like to thank Paul for his continuing support. 
 
The Parish Council has had to comply with the Transparency Code. We applied for a grant from the 
Transparency Code Fund and this paid for the installation of Wi-Fi to the village hall and also paid for 
organising a new website for the parish. A defibrillator was purchased by the Parish Council and installed 
on the outside of the village hall. All this is a big benefit for our parish. 
 
The Playing Field Committee are now looking into putting a wooden play structure and swings in the 
playing field which will be paid for from grants and money raised by that committee. 
 
There were eighteen planning applications validated in the year. Twelve were approved, one refused and 
five are waiting for a decision. 
 
We have had a very mild winter with no ice or snow. There was one flood which didn’t cause a problem. 
The surface of the parish roads is an ongoing concern so please report any problems online at 
https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/ and hopefully they will be filled in. 
 
Mr Roger Clemens is retiring from being the Tree Warden. Thank you, Roger, for dealing with the trees on 
behalf of the council. If anyone would like to become the Tree Warden please speak to a Councillor later. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan is nearly completed, with extra details being added and also agreement on the 
final draft. Thank you to Mr Alex Tasker and the Neighbourhood Planning group for all the time given on 
this project which has now been over several years. Hopefully the end is in sight. 
 
The footpaths in the parish are in fairly good repair. Thank you to Cllr Bill Foster and also some paid 
helpers for all the work done around on the parish walks. 
 
I would like to thank all the Councillors for all their hard work throughout the year, particularly Richard 
for his work on the budget and precept and Ruth for organising and getting the new website up and 
running and also for applying for the funding and also Simon for all his work on flooding and highways in 
the parish. 
 
I would like to thank Stephanie, as our clerk to the Council, for dealing with all different aspects of the 
council work and doing a great job. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has attended this annual meeting. 
 
Debbie Burrough   Chairman    10th April 2017 
 
17/043 Membury Playing Field 
 
17/043/1 To receive and consider the proposed plan for the installation of equipment at Membury 
Playing Field 
Cllr Richard Barrell reported that the previous Parish Council had appointed a group of people to look at 
the Playing Field and try to get some more equipment installed. This group consisting of Elly Jemison as 
Chairman, Joy White as Secretary and three other members have worked extremely hard over the last 
few years and have raised a total of £17,000. The Parish Council were asked to approve Phase One of the 
installation of equipment. A RoSPA post installation inspection was required which would be funded by 
the Parish Council as they are responsible for the Playing Field. Rising costs had added another £600 to 
the installation costs. The equipment needs to be ordered and installed as soon as possible as £10,000 of 
grant funding from the National Lottery needs to be spent by 2nd June 2017. The Parish Council have been 
asked if they can fund more safety matting and a zip wire for next year. The Council will look at this later 
in the year when work starts on the budget and precept for 2018/19. Phases 2,3 and 4 will hopefully be 
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forthcoming shortly. There is a bid in at the moment to get a grant from Sport England. Cllr Barrell said 
that the Playing Field committee should be congratulated for raising such a fantastic amount of money. 
The total cost of Phase 1 was approximately £14,000 which left £3,000 of funding left.  
 
17/043/2 To resolve to approve the Playing Field Plan  
Cllr Barrell proposed that the Parish Council approve the resolution that the Playing Field Committee 
proceed with the installation of Phase 1 of the Playing Field Plan. This was seconded by Cllr Mike Bell.  
 
It was RESOLVED that Membury Parish Council approved the resolution that the Playing Field Committee 
proceed with the installation of Phase 1 of the Playing Field Plan. 
 
17/044 To consider all other reports 
Written reports were received from the following: 
Alex Tasker (Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group), Richard Barrell (Sing for your health), Richard Barrell 
(Membury Village Hall), Simon Foster (Flood Warden), Ruth Foster (Parish Council Website/Transparency 
Code), Nigel Cook (Membury Merrymakers), Mike Capper (History Society), PCSO Hayley Widger (Police 
Community Support Officer-Axminster Neighbourhood), Roger Clemens (Membury Tree Warden) and 
Molly Barrell (The Membury Mercury). 
 
Bill Steer asked who can use the defibrillator. Cllr Richard Barrell explained that Membury is now 
accredited to the South West Ambulance Service and if they receive a 999 call from the Membury area 
they will inform anyone of the location of the defibrillator and the code to access it. The user can then 
connect the defibrillator to the patient. It is semi-automatic and explains every single move to the user 
verbally with no need to read any instructions. Time is of the essence. When used within the first 3-5 
minutes of a person suffering a sudden cardiac arrest, a defibrillator can dramatically increase the 
victim’s chance of survival, but 999 must be called first. Cllr Barrell was trying to arrange some courses to 
explain to residents how to operate the defibrillator, but without much success. If anybody can help with 
this, please contact Cllr Barrell. 
 
Alex Tasker asked if there was any ongoing financial commitment relating to the installation and 
maintenance of the play equipment to be installed during phases 1,2,3 and 4 at the Playing Field. Cllr 
Barrell replied that the Playing Field Committee are currently raising funds for phases 2,3 and 4 and the 
only ongoing commitment is the maintenance of the Playing Field grounds which the Parish Council are 
responsible for. 
 
No other questions or comments were raised relating to these reports.   
 
17/045 To receive a report on the Budget, Precept and Council Tax for 2017/18 
Cllr Barrell reported that there had been an increase in the Council Tax for 2017/18. For a Band D 
property, this had gone up from £1613 for 2016/17 to £1694 for 2017/18 which was an increase of £81 
per annum The Parish Council is only responsible for their share of the Council Tax. The Parish Council’s 
portion for 2017/18 had raised by £10 from £26 for 2016/17 to £36 for 2017/18 which equates to 83p per 
month. The Parish Council now have to pay for a Clerk which is gradually being phased in by an extra 
£1,000 per year. This is the main increase, but there are other smaller increases in costs which the Parish 
Council are having to factor in such as election costs and various maintenance costs which are being 
devolved down to parish councils. There will probably be the same increase in the Parish Councils portion 
of the Council Tax for next year (2018/19) and then the Parish Council should be in a position where it is 
self-funding the Clerks expenses. 
 
17/046 To receive a report on the Neighbourhood Plan 
Alex Tasker reported that in the past year an increasing amount of detail, investigations, reports, changes 
and consultations had taken place. All this has meant that the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) has taken twelve 
months longer to produce than originally envisaged. Between 80 – 90 statutory consultees have been 
consulted and only two concerns were raised. The Steering Group considered which ones to incorporate 
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into the NP and which not to. Nothing of any significance had changed in the plan because of these 
changes. The updated NP (version 4.04) can be found on both the village and the Parish Council websites. 
In addition, proof reading had been carried out. Harry Tennant used to do the proof reading. He was 
superb at going through all the documents checking on the grammar, spelling and everything else. The 
Blackdown Hills AONB only wanted minor changes made, but East Devon District Council (EDDC) were not 
happy to see that parishioners wanted to see the parish continue to evolve and to allow this a few new 
properties needed to be built. The plan would like to see ten to fifteen built over the lifetime of the plan 
which would equate to one per year and in the hamlets, it had been stipulated that only two or three 
dwellings would be allowed as general building across the countryside would be inappropriate. This 
would allow the parish to evolve, but not to the detriment of the open countryside. EDDC said they 
wanted to see the clause stating the parish would like to see some new development over the lifetime of 
the plan removed. EDDC could legally submit the plan to their statutory consultees which were Historical 
England, Natural England and the Environment Agency. Natural England replied saying that they were 
concerned about the proposed amount of development in the AONB. Because of this a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) needed to be carried out if the proposed development was kept in the 
NP. An SEA would show the impact these proposed new dwellings would have on the parish 
environment. The Steering Group decided to go ahead with the SEA rather than remove the clause from 
the NP relating to new development within the parish. The Steering Group had managed to get funding 
to pay for the SEA. The scoping document would give details of how they would assess the need for 
development and the methodology of how this would be done. Once the scoping document had been 
received, which should be in the very near future, it would go to EDDC who would send it out to their 
statutory consultees. EDDC are legally obliged to approve the scoping document. The Steering Group, 
upon receiving back the responses on the scoping document from the statutory consultees, would then 
decide if anything extra needed to be added to the NP before it went out for formal consultation which 
was set up and handled by the district council. This would take about six weeks after which the NP could 
go to the Government Inspector.  
 
Cllr Bell said it was now five months since Alex, Jeremy Wallace and he had met with Gavin Barwell, the 
Housing Minister, and six months since the plan was formally adopted by the Parish Council. He had met 
with Neil Parish MP in March to discuss the holdups of the Plan by the district council and Neil’s view was 
that the Steering Group should have a meeting with Mark Williams, the CEO of EDDC and ask him to get 
the Officers to facilitate rather than obstruct the process of getting the Plan adopted. Also, another 
meeting should be held with the Housing Minister to discuss why the Steering Group were having 
problems with getting the plan adopted by the district council when most of the parish were in favour of 
the plan.  
 
Cllr Bell said that Alex and the Steering Group had done a fantastic job producing the plan and it was an 
important document for the parish.  
 
Cllr Debbie Burrough thanked Alex and the Steering Group on behalf of the Parish Council and residents 
for all the work they had done in producing the Neighbourhood Plan. Alex replied saying it had been a 
team effort producing the plan and everyone had worked extremely hard on it. 
 
17/047 To receive a report on the new Membury Parish Council Website 
Cllr Barrell reported that Cllr Ruth Foster had been leading on the development of the new Parish Council 
website and in her absence read out her report which is copied below. 
 

Website to comply with new transparency laws: APM report April 2017 
 
Ruth Foster 
 
Recent legislation requires all local authorities to publish their financial and related information 
transparently.  Small parish councils like Membury (that is, those with an annual turnover of not more 
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than £25,000), will now be exempt from external audit, and instead will be complying with these new 
transparency requirements. In summary this means the parish council will from now on publish:  
 
* All items of expenditure above £100 
* End of year accounts  
* An annual governance statement  
* An internal audit report  
* A list of council responsibilities  
* Minutes, agendas and meeting papers of formal meetings  
* The details of land and building assets.  
 
The legislation specifies that this information should be published on a website which is publicly 
accessible and free of charge.  The Parish Council applied for and obtained a grant to cover the cost of 
setting up a new website for this purpose, together with funds for new computer hardware and the cost 
of training. The site was commissioned after a competitive tender from Clystnet, a local company who 
have set up similar sites for other parishes.   
 
The website is now about to go live. The clerk and two parish councillors have had training on updating 
it.   
 
The council considered how this new legal requirement should work alongside the existing village 
website. This now has a considerable amount of valuable social and community information on it, while 
the new site is geared to the core work of the council and has been planned and structured for this 
purpose.  The council has worked closely with David Dodd who does most of the updating on the village 
website and we appreciate his input. The two sites will link to each other as needed.  
The launch of the new website will be published in the Mercury, by email and on the existing village 
website. 
   
The council hopes that the new site will provide a useful point of access for anyone wanting to find out 
more about how the council is run.  The URL for anyone wanting to access it is: www.memburypc.org.uk  
 
Also, to comply with the Transparency Code Wi-Fi has been installed and is available now in the village 
hall.  
 
The village website and the Parish Council website will be linked, and any relevant information will be 
linked between the two sites. Work is still ongoing on the Parish Council website and if residents have 
any comments they wish to make on the Parish Council website would they please let the Parish Council 
know.   
 
17/048 Public Forum: To receive views and comments from members of the public, including 
consideration of any resolutions which may be put forward 
There were no questions from members of the public. 
 
17/049 Chairman’s concluding remarks 
In closing the meeting, the Chairman, Cllr Debbie Burrough thanked everyone for coming to the meeting 
and showing an interest in the Parish Council. She said there had been a fair discussion on all the topics 
raised during the meeting. Cllr Burrough also thanked Jeremy Wallace for providing the refreshments for 
the meeting. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.14pm 
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